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RULES. 


1.  The  Society  shall  be  called  "The  Sussex  Eecoeb  Society," 
and  its  object  shall  be  to  transcribe  and  publish  documents  relating 
to  the  County. 

2.  The  affairs  of  the  Society  shall  be  managed  by  a  Council, 
which  shall  consist  of  a  President,  Vice-Presidents,  the  Secretary, 
the  Literary  Director,  the  Treasurer  and  Twelve  Members,  all  of 
whom  shall  be  elected  at  the  Annual  General  Meeting.  Three 
Members  of  the  Council  shall  form  a  quorum. 

3.  Every  Candidate  for  Membership  on  being  nominated  by  a 
Member,  to  whom  he  is  personally  known,  shall  be  admitted  by  the 
Secretary  on  payment  of  his  subscription. 

4.  The  Council  shall  have  power  to  elect  as  an  Honorary 
Member  outside  the  County  any  person  likely  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  Society. 

5.  The  Annual  Subscription  shall  be  One  Guinea,  payable  on 
election,  and  afterwards  on  the  1st  of  January  in  each  year,  entitling 
to  all  publications  issued  during  the  year,  but  no  Volumes  will  be 
sent  to  Members  whose  Subscription  is  in  arrear.  Any  Member 
intending  to  withdraw  his  name  from  the  Society  shall  give  notice 
in  writing  to  the  Secretary  on  or  before  the  1st  of  January  in  any 
year  of  his  intention  to  do  so,  otherwise  he  shall  be  liable  for  the 
current  year's  subscription.  The  Council  shall  have  power  at  its 
discretion  to  remove  the  name  of  any  Member  who  is  more  than 
one  year  in  arrear  of  his  subscription. 

6.  The  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Members  shall  be  held 
at  Lewes  in  February  of  every  year. 


RULES. 


7.  A  Special  General  Meeting  shall  be  summoned  by  the 
Secretary  on  the  requisition  in  writing  of  Five  Members  or  of  the 
President  or  Two  V ice- President m,  specifying  the  subject  to  be 
brought  forward  for  consideration  at  such  Meeting,  and  that 
subject  only  shall  be  then  considered. 

8.  No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  the  Rules  except  at  the 
Annual  General  Meeting,  and  notice  in  writing  of  the  proposed 
alteration  shall  be  given  to  the  Secretary  in  January. 

9.  The  Accounts  of  the  Society  shall  be  submitted  annually 
to  the  examination  of  Two  Auditors,  who  shall  be  elected  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  from  the  general  body  of  the  Members  of  the 
Society. 


NOTICE  BY  THE  LITERARY  DIRECTORS. 


 +  

In  the  Report  presented  at  the  Annual  Meeting  on  18th  March, 
1908,  which  was  published  in  Volume  VII.,  our  Subscribers  were 
informed  that  a  further  Volume  of  the  series  of  Sussex  Marriage 
Licences  by  Me.  Dunkin  was  in  preparation.  It  was  announced 
that,  when  ready,  it  would  be  issued  to  Subscribers  as  an  extra 
Volume,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  cost  having  been  provided  by 
generous  gifts  from  Mr.  Renshaw  and  Mr.  Wagner.  Other 
Subscribers  have  also  offered  to  give  an  extra  subscription  for  the 
Volume,  and  it  is  hoped  that  when  it  is  received  many  more  will 
be  willing  to  make  a  contribution  towards  the  cost. 

This  Volume  of  Marriage  Licences,  which  contains  those  at 
Chichester,  will  be  numbered  Volume  IX.  of  our  series.  It  is  all 
in  print  except  the  Index  (necessarily  a  long  and  laborious  work), 
and  will  be  ready  for  issue  in  the  early  part  of  1909. 

The  present  Volume  VIII.,  Bishop  Robert  Rede's  Register, 
Part  I.,  contains,  as  will  be  seen,  the  first  half  of  the  Register.  It 
was  found  that  the  material  was  too  great  to  be  dealt  with  in  one 
of  our  Volumes.  The  other  half,  Part  II.  of  the  Register,  will 
form  Volume  XI.  for  1910. 

Volume  X.  for  1909  will  be  the  Sussex  Subsidy  Roll  for  1332, 
by  the  Rev.  Willtam  Hudson,  E.S.A.  It  is  already  transcribed 
and  will  be  ready  for  issue  in  1909. 
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REGISTER 

OF 

BISHOP  ROBERT  REDE. 

PART  I. 


INTKODUCTORY  REMARKS. 


 +  

BISHOP  ROBERT  REDE. 

Of  Bishop  Robert  Rede's  antecedents  and  personal  history  we  know 
very  little.  His  more  famous  namesake  (and  predecessor)  Bishop 
William  (1368 — 1385)  was  a  native  of  the  diocese  of  Exeter,  but  no  tie 
of  relationship  has  been  established  between  the  two  prelates,  nor  is 
it  certain  whether  William  Read,  Archdeacon  of  Chichester  1398—1411, 
whose  name  frequently  occurs  in  this  Register,  was  akin  to  either  or 
both.*  We  are  told  that  Bishop  Robert  was  a  Dominican  friar  and 
M.A.  when  in  September,  1394,  he  was  appointed  by  Papal  provision 
to  the  Bishopric  of  Waterford  and  Lismore.  In  that  year  King 
Richard  II.  made  his  long-projected  visit  to  Ireland,  and  Rede  seems 
to  have  accompanied  him  as  chaplain.  We  know  nothing  of  his 
tenure  of  the  See  of  Waterford,  but  after  a  little  while  he  was  trans- 
lated by  Papal  provision,  no  doubt  at  the  King's  request,  to  Carlisle 
(where  another  election  had  been  made  by  the  Chapter  but  was  super- 
seded), and  about  twelve  months  later,  under  the  same  influence,  to 
Chichester,  succeeding  Bishop  Robert  Waldley,  who  had  become 
Archbishop  of  York.  He  received  the  temporalities  of  Chichester  on 
May  b',  1397.  In  the  short  life  of  him  given  in  the  "  Dictionary  of 
National  Biography  "  it  is  said  that  he  was  a  trier  of  petitions  in  the 
Parliament  of  September,  1397,  and  that  he  swore  to  observe  the 
statutes  then  made.  He  was  consulted  by  Edmund  of  Langley, 
Duke  of  York,  as  to  opposing  Henry  of  Lancaster  in  August,  1399. 

*  A  probable  conjecture  will  be  found  below  that  Robert  Rede  made  his  pro- 
fession in  the  Dominican  House  at  King's  Langley,  Herts,  and  granting  this 
probability,  a  further  seems  to  follow,  namely,  that  bis  family  may  have  sprung 
from  the  parish  of  Reed,  near  Royston.  This,  says  Cussans  {Herts,  Odsey  Hund., 
p.  140),  was  once  a  place  of  greater  size  and  importance  than  now.  At  present  it 
is  linked  on  to  Barkeway  as  one  parish,  but  in  Domesday  it  boasts  several  paragraphs. 
A  Nicholas  le  Rede  was  rector  of  Great  Berkhamstead,  Herts,  in  1357  (Cussans, 
Dacorum  Hund.,  p.  75)  ;  Matthew  Rede  presented  as  patron  to  Clothall,  Herts,  in 
1405 ;  and  Adam  de  Reed  is  found  at  iSandon,  Herts,  in  1340  (ib.,  p.  160).  It  was 
therefore,  a  Hertfordshire  family  name  at  this  period.  But  there  was  also  a 
Sussex  family  named  Reade  or  A'Rede  settled  at  Hailsham.  Mr.  Salzmaun  (Hist, 
of  Hailsham,  p.  167)  traces  them  in  that  neighbourhood  from  1260  to  1658. 


XX 


BISHOP  RKDM's  REGISTER, 


Although  he  owed  so  much  to  tho  favour  of  Richard  II.,  he  assented 
to  his  imprisonment  in  the  first  Parliament  of  Henry  IV.  In  1406  he 
was  a  witness  to  the  entail  of  the  Crown.  During  Henry  IV.'s  reign 
Rede  is  occasionally  mentioned  as  attending  the  Council.  -By  the 
evidence  of  his  Register  he  was  seldom  absent  from  his  diocese  for 
more  than  a  few  weeks  at  a  time,  but  no  doubt  when  he  was  in 
London  he  attended  to  such  public  duties.  He  died  in  June,  1415, 
and  his  will,  dated  August  10,  1414,  was  proved  on  July  the  6th 
following. 

For  some  knowledge  of  this  will  we  are  indebted,  as  we  are  for  so 
much  else,  to  the  industry  of  our  former  Precentor,  Mackenzie  E.  C. 
Walcott,  who  in  Vol.  XXVIII.  of  the  Sussex  Archaological  Collections, 
1878,  printed  so  much  of  his  collected  material  upon  our  Bishops' 
wills,  from  Stigand  to  Sherborne,  as  carries  us  to  the  death  of  Robert 
Rede.  What  relates  to  this  Bishop  is  found  on  pp.  54 — 58.  The 
contemporary  records,  as  consulted  by  Precentor  Walcott,  give  but 
little  information.  But  the  will — which  is  not  alluded  to  by  the  late 
Dean  Stephens  (Memorials,  etc.),  probably  because  he  was  unaware  of 
its  existence,  his  book  appearing  in  1876 — is  of  sufficient  interest  to 
warrant  our  examination  of  what  glimmerings  of  light  it  may  appear 
to  throw  on  the  testator's  personal  history.  The  Precentor  only  gives 
the  original  Latin,  and  that  not  nearly  complete.  It  has  been  found 
on  a  further  examination  of  the  original  in  the  splendidly-preserved 
Chichele  Register  at  Lambeth  that  the  lacuna  are  very  considerable 
indeed.  The  present  writer  hopes  to  attempt  a  translation  of  the 
whole  in  a  forthcoming  volume  of  our  Collections.  Here  space  will 
only  permit  him  to  refer  to  those  points  which  are  material  to  the 
Bishop's  history.  He  begins:  "I,  Robert  Rede,  Bishop,  etc.,  being 
healthy  in  mind  and  body  at  Aldyngborne,  August  20,  1414,  bequeath  i 
my  soul  to  Almighty  Grod,  and  my  body  to  be  buried  in  the  Choir  of 
Chichester  Cathedral  at  the  foot  of  the  tomb  of  dom.  William  Rede,j 
my  predecessor,  of  good  memory,  before  the  high  altar  of  the  same 
church."*  He  leaves  £30  for  seven  priests  to  celebrate  for  his  soul, 
his  parents,  etc.,  one  to  be  William,  recluse  in  the  Church  off 
Chichester ;  another,  friar  John  Brent  of  the  Order  of  Preachers,! 
London  Convent ;  a  third,  Master  John  Rose,f  Brother  of  the  Con-| 
vent  of  Langlie,  of  the  Order  of  Preachers,  if  they  are  surviving.  Hel 
bequeaths  vestments,  elaborately  described,  to  the  cathedral,  a  precious] 
tablet  of  gold  and  precious  stones  to  be  placed  in  the  feretory  1 


#  Bishop  Wm.  Eede  had  directed  that  be  should  be  buried  in  Selsey  Churchj 
but  this  order  must  have  been  disregarded, 
f  John  Rose,  not  John  Rede  (Walcott), 
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St.  Richard,  with  other  gifts,  clearly  of  great  value,  to  be  used  at  the 
high  altar  in  reverence  for  St.  Richard,  a  great  ewer  silver  and  gilt, 
"a  cup  of  which  set  is  still  detained  by  dom.  John  Pelham  against  my 
will  and  also  another  precious  gilt  cup,  with  many  other  goods  belong- 
ing to  me  and  my  church  (may  Grod  be  merciful  to  him)."*  Then 
follow  money  bequests  to  the  Canons  and  Vicars  who  should  attend  his 
funeral,  and  to  the  Churches  of  Hoghton  and  Amberley,  the  Convents 
of  Shulbrede  and  Heryngham  (i.q.,  Hardham),  and  to  the  Treasurer 
and  Archdeacon  of  Chichester.  To  William  Walton  there  are  several 
gifts  in  kind  ;  bed,  bedding,  and  his  riding-horse  "  Grrey  Folewar  "  and 
c.  shillings  ;  money  payments  to  the  priests  and  boys  attending  his 
chapel.  To  the  Convent  of  Langley  a  set  of  vestments,  £20,  a  mazer 
with  silver  cover  gilt  and  enamelled,  and  all  his  books,  except  choir 
books  and  missals  of  the  Sarum  use,  which  were  ordered  to  be  sold. 
The  books  were  to  be  chained  in  the  library  at  Langlie  with  his  name 
inscribed  outside  over  the  books.  Money  payments  to  the  Convent  of 
Arundel,  to  the  Carmelites  of  Shoreham  and  the  Augustinians  of 
Rye,  and  to  the  Anchorite  of  Stennyng.  To  the  Duke  of  York  a 
little  book  in  French  on  the  History  of  the  Britons,  dedicated  to  him. 
Money  gifts  "to  Joan  my  kinswoman,  wife  of  Michael  Hastank,  to 
my  Cousin  Will111  Racheford.  To  William  Mitton  of  London  all  the 
utensils  in  my  lodging  in  Peter  Lane.  To  Bro.  John  Ball,  of  the 
Order  of  Preachers,  furniture,  etc.  Money  to  the  nuns  of  Eseborne 
and  Ruspar.  To  my  successors  an  altar  and  frontal.  To  Robert 
Neel,  Chancellor,  a  mixing  vessel  with  cover."  In  the  parts  of  the 
will  not  transcribed  by  Mr.  Walcott,  amounting  to  nearly  two-thirds, 
there  are  gifts  of  money  and  goods  to  very  many  communities — 
chiefly  Dominican  and  Franciscan — and  to  individuals,  the  object 
alleged  in  many  being  requests  for  prayers  for  the  repose  of  his  soul, 
i  He  appears  doubtful  towards  the  end  whether  his  property  would 
!  suffice  for  the  full  payment  of  all  legacies,  and  therefore  gives  his 
executors  some  discretionary  powers.  The  bulk  of  his  goods,  moveable 
|  and  immoveable,  were  to  be  sold,  a  long  catalogue  of  these  being  given 
— a  bewildering  assortment  of  silver  vessels,  silver  plates,  saucers  and 

*  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  on  what  grounds  this  highly  distinguished 
warrior  and  statesman,  John  de  Pelham,  kept  the  Bishop's  property.  Mark 
Antony  Lower,  in  his  privately  printed  "  Historical  and  Genealogical  Notices  of 
the  Pelham  Family"  (1878),  admits  nothing  which  is  not  to  the  credit  of  this 
I  celebrated  adherent  of  the  Lancastrian  house.    He  had  many  valuable  proofs  of 
I  the  royal  favour,  and  in  the  fifth  of  Henry  IV.  (1403)  he  had  a  manorial  rent-roll 
I  of  £870  5s.  3d.,  which  Mr.  Lower  estimates  at  £17,500  of  present  value.    He  may 
■  possibly  have  advanced  money  on  the  Bishop's  account  for  one  of  the  royal  loans, 
I  keeping  these  valuables  as  a  pledge. 
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wilt-cellars,  basins,  ewors,  cups  silver  and  gilt,  a  mitre,  rings,  cruets  gilt 
and  silver,  silver  bells,  and  much  besides,  including  a  silver  ring 
intended  to  convey  the  Host  in  a  beryl.  The  two  principal  executors 
were  Robert  Neel,  the  Chancellor,  and  William  Malpoe,  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Diocese,  with  seven  others.  Will  proved  at  Winchester, 
July  6,  1415. 

The  above  is  but  a  very  brief  summary,  but  in  what  the  will  states 
and  in  what  it  leaves  unsaid  there  is  ground  for  conjecture.  £10  is 
left  for  the  poor  on  the  day  of  his  burial ;  £30  for  seven  priests  to 
celebrate  for  the  souls  of  himself,  his  father  and  mother,  dom. 
William,  his  cousin,  etc.  The  word  here  \&  germ  anus,  the  Joan  men- 
tioned later  is  consan guinea.  When  we  note  that  the  Bishop 
bequeathed  to  the  Dominican  Priory  of  King's  Langley,  Herts,  his 
beautifully  embroidered  vestments  of  red  velvet,  besides  £20  in 
money,  a  mazer,  and  the  larger  portion  of  his  books,  except  choral 
books  and  missals  of  Sarum  use,  it  seems  a  natural  conclusion  that 
this  must  have  been  the  house  of  his  own  profession,  and  not  improb- 
able that  its  situation  being  close  by  a  royal  residence,  King  Eichard 
may  have  selected  Rede  from  among  the  friars  of  the  priory  for  his 
favour  and  for  the  bestowal  of  those  high  marks  of  distinction  that 
followed  his  arrival  in  Ireland.  According  to  the  continuators  of 
Dugdale's  Monasticon  (see  vol.  viii.,  p.  1486)  this  priory  at  the  time  of 
the  Dissolution  (26  Henry  VIII.)  was  found  to  be  the  richest  house 
of  its  order  in  England,  its  contents  being  valued  at  £150  14s.  8d. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  the  mendicant  orders  were  by  their 
founders'  intention  strictly  forbidden  to  hold  property,  but  they  seem 
to  have  evaded  this  rule  by  allowing  the  community  as  such  to  hold 
such  benefactions  as  the  Bishop  here  makes,  though  individual  rights 
were  supposed  not  to  exist.  As  the  Papal  approval  of  the  Dominican 
Order  was  given  in  1216,  it  had  been  on  its  trial  for  just  200  years 
when  Bede  made  his  will.  That  a  friar,  even  an  episcopal  friar,  should 
have  accumulated  so  much  wealth  as  the  Bishop  is  found  to  have 
possessed  may  seem  strange,  also  that  he  should  have  bestowed  so 
much  of  his  worldly  goods  upon  the  priories  of  his  order  ;  but  there 
was  really  nothing  repugnant  to  the  Constitutions  in  all  this.  There 
we  read  :  "  All  goods  entrusted  to  them  the  brethren  are  to  bring  to 
the  feet  of  the  Prelate  (i.e.,  the  Superior  of  their  own  order)  to  be 
left  to  his  disposition."  And  again :  "  The  hereditary  goods  of  a 
deceased  brother  belong  to  his  original  Convent."  There  are  further 
rules  as  to  the  disposal  of  moveable  and  immoveable  goods  after  a 
brother's  decease.*    No  prior  or  brother  was  to  accept  the  office  of 

*  "  Constitutions  Fratrum  Ordinis  Prsedicatorum,"  Gandavi,  1617.  Dist.  i., 
cap.  14. 
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archbishop  or  bishop  without  the  leave  of  the  Master  of  the  order  ;* 
anyone  doing  so,  except  under  practical  compulsion,  should  be 
deprived  of  the  suffrages,  society  and  benefits  of  the  order.  Appa- 
rently, however,  when  once  a  bishop  he  might  use  full  episcopal 
privileges,  and  with  regard  to  the  disuse  of  the  habit,  it  does  not  seem 
to  have  been  his  own  Order  that  took  Rede  to  task,  but  the  secular 
clergy,  who  were  no  doubt  jealous  of  the  marked  favour  shewn  by 
Richard  II.  to  the  regulars. 

Mr.  C.  L.  Kingsford,  the  writer  of  the  short  notice  of  Bishop  Rede 
in  the  Diet,  of  National  Biography ,  says  that  he  was  M.A.  I  do  not 
know  on  what  authority  this  statement  is  made.  The  Dominicans 
made  a  great  point  of  study.  They  existed  as  a  preaching  order,  and 
the  Constitutions  provide  that  sj^ecial  application  is  to  be  given  by  all 
their  students  to  the  Bible,  Histories,  and  Sentences  (Civil  and  Canon 
Law).  Only  three  students  were  to  be  allowed  at  one  time  from  each 
Province  to  attend  the  University  of  Paris,  and  at  whatever  University 
they  might  attend,  three  years'  study  was  required  before  they  could 
supplicate  for  a  degree  in  any  faculty.  They  were  obliged  to  study 
under  the  direction  of  a  special  brother,!  and  under  considerable 
restrictions.  Without  his  leave  they  could  not  write  quaterni  nor 
hear  lectures.  Now  Rede's  will  inclines  one  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
had  studied  at  a  University,  because  he  mentions  his  works  on  both 
Canon  and  Civil  Law,  and  also  certain  quaterni,  i.e.,  themes  of  his 
own  composition  written  on  quires,  stitched  together  or  in  copybooks 
(cahier,  says  Ducange). 

Bishop  Praty's  Register  consists  of  six  quaterni  (see  S.R.S.,  Vol.  IV., 
p.  85).  In  collections  of  fourteenth  or  fifteenth  century  MSS.  it  is 
not  unusual  to  find  a  number  of  these  little  treatises,  collections  of 
hymns,  prayers,  etc.,  bound  together,  separate  paper-books,  often  by 
various  writers,  thus  being  preserved  for  the  general  good  of  the 
community. 

The  writer  has  such  a  volume  containing  nearly  a  dozen  separate 
works,  once  the  property  of  the  Carthusian  house  at  Erfurt.  Bishop 
Rede  had  kept  his  University  themes  and  exercises,  and  thought  them 
worth  preserving.  Where  had  he  studied  ?  The  conjecture  is  allow- 
able that  it  was  at  Oxford,  where  the  Dominicans  had  a  famous  house, 
and  that  there  he  may  have  contracted  the  close  friendship  with  Henry 
Chichele  of  New  College,  wrhich  is  clearly  shewn  in  the  two  letters 
preserved  in  this  Register  (see  pp.  47 — 52).    There  is  quite  sufficient 

*  "  Constitutiones  Fratrum  Ordinis  Prsedicatoruni,"  Gandavi,  1617.  Dist.  ii., 
13, 3. 

t  Constitutiones,  ut  supra  ii.,  14,  1. 
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evidence  that  Rede  had  received  an  excellent  education  and  possessed 
strength  of  character,  caution,  and  shrewdness,  combined  with  much 
kindness  of  heart  and  an  earnest  desire  for  the  welfare  of  his  "holy 
spouse,  the  Church  of  Chichester,"  of  the  rather  obstinate  and  self- 
seeking  Chapter  with  which  he  was  associated,  and  of  his  clergy  and 
people,  monastic  and  secular.  He  bore  his  high  office  with  grace  and 
dignity,- but  it  would  seem  with  personal  humility,  and  with  untarnished 
reputation. 

H  is  clear  that  his  relations  with  his  Chapter  were  sometimes 
strained.  At  his  first  Visitation,  very  shortly  after  his  translation  to 
the  See,  the  Dean  excused  himself  on  the  ground  of  shortness  of 
notice  from  complying  with  some  of  the  customary  formalities  which 
should  have  been  strictly  observed,  and  several  of  the  Prebendaries 
and  Dignitaries  did  not  appear.  At  the  second  Visitation  the  opposi- 
tion of  certain  officials,  including  the  Dean  himself,  was  more  marked. 
The  Residentiary  Canon  (John  Paxton),  who  was  charged  with  some- 
thing more  than  petty  larceny  in  that  he  had  carried  off  a  large  amount 
of  building  material  designed  for  use  in  the  Vicar's  close,  being  after 
many  subterfuges  brought  to  bay,  evaded  further  proceedings  by  an 
appeal  to  the  Court  of  Canterbury,  or  at  least  by  procuring  the 
appearance  in  the  Bishop's  Court  of  an  official  who  claimed  to  be 
armed  with  an  injunction  from  Canterbury,  which  he  declined  to  shew. 
The  Dean  actually  had  a  process  drawn  up  which  was  a  definite  appeal 
to  the  Court  of  Rome  against  unwarranted  interference  with  his 
Decanal  rights  and  privileges.  In  both  cases  the  Bishop's  righteous 
attempts  at  a  thorough  reformation  of  his  Chapter  were  frustrated. 
His  rule  was  evidently  far  stricter  than  that  of  his  immediate  pre- 
decessors, and  one  is  glad  to  find  that  Dean  Maydenhith,  a  man  of  real 
learning  and  high  University  distinctions,  did  at  his  death  greatly 
benefit  the  Chapter  by  bequeathing  a  legacy,  of  which  particulars 
will  be  found  in  the  course  of  this  work.  He  probably  really  con- 
sidered these  Episcopal  innovations  to  be  an  unwarranted  encroach- 
ment on  his  own  Decanal  prerogative  and  on  the  liberty  of  the 
Chapter. 

Though,  however,  their  relations  were  certainly  strained  during  the 
earlier  part  of  Rede's  Episcopate,  it  is  not  likely  that  they  were  the  j 
principal  cause  of   the  Bishop's   almost   entire  absence  from  his  1 
Cathedral  City.    All  the  Bishops  of  the  Middle  Ages  lived  chiefly  on  I 
their  manors  where  their  sheep  and  beeves  were  fed,  their  corn  grown, 
and  where  their  large  establishments  could  be  supported  with  ease  |; 
and  comfort.    There  is  also  good  reason  to  suspect  that,  from  what- 
ever causes,  during  these  years  the  Palace  was  not  habitable.  There 
is  no  hint  of  the  Bishop  entertaining  there,  or  even,  except  on 
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two  occasions,  of  his  receiving  persons  on  business  connected  with  the 
Diocese.  Except  for  Ordinations  (even  these  very  seldom)  and 
Visitations  the  Register  gives  apparently  no  evidence  of  his  remain- 
ing in  Chichester  at  all.  When  he  came  in  it  was  probably  from  the 
nearer  manors  of  Aldyngbourne  or  Cakham.  A  few  years  later,  when 
Praty  was  Bishop,  the  Palace  was  used  at  least  at  the  great  Festivals.* 
At  each  of  his  manors  the  Bishop  had  his  Chapel  and  hall  of 
audience.  He  seems  to  have  been  very  accessible,  not  only  to  the 
great  and  noble,  but  to  any  poor  man  who  had  a  request  to  make  or 
a  grievance  needing  the  Bishop's  intervention.  He  had  a  com- 
passionate feeling  for  those  who  were  still  in  a  state  of  serfdom,  and 
the  satisfaction  which  he  felt  in  granting  manumission  to  some  who 
had  served  him  faithfully  on  his  estates  is  very  evident.  The  insur- 
rection of  the  country  folk  in  1381  was  supposed  by  Dean  Hook 
{Archbishops,  vol.  iv.,  p.  287,  seq.)  to  be  due  to  the  intolerable  hard- 
ships which  accompanied  the  large  acquisition  of  property  by  the 
middle  classes,  who  ground  down  their  villeins  attached  to  the  soil 
without  the  alleviating  privileges  to  which  they  had  been  accustomed 
in  the  Baronial  Halls.  There  were  no  doubt  other  concurrent  causes. 
The  fate  of  Archbishop  Sudbury,  due  less  to  the  fact  that  he  was  the 
leading  representative  of  the  Church  than  to  his  being  considered  the 
supreme  lawyer  of  the  land,  must  have  made  humane  men  like  Bishop 
Rede  consider  carefully  the  conditions  under  which  the  serfs  lived, 
bringing  him  to  conclusions  practical^  opposite  to  those  of  Felix 
Hemmerlin,t  Precentor  of  Zurich  (1450),  whose  arguments  in  his 
treatise  "  De  nobilitate  et  rusticitate  "  are  pithily  summed  up  by  an 
annotator : — 

"  Ungentem  pungit,  pungentem  rusticus  ungit, 
Rustica  gens,  optima  flens,  pessima  gaudens." 

Perhaps  the  following  may  be  accepted  as  a  loose  equivalent  in 
English : — 

G-oad  the  rustic,  he  will  utter 
Words  as  soft  as  melted  butter ; 
Coax  the  rustic,  down  the  road 
Tou,  his  patient  ass,  he'll  goad. 
The  rustic  folk  are  best  in  tears, 
Worst,  when  joy  dispels  their  fears. 

*  The  next  volume  of  the  Suss.  Arch.  Coll.  will  contain  a  paper  on  the  Palace 
by  Mr.  Ian  C.  Hannah. 

t  A  full  account  of  this  eccentric  but  able  writer  and  his  works  is  given  in  Oudin, 
De  Scriptoribus,  iii.,  2556.  < 
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Unhappily  it  was  very  much  on  these  principles  that  Richard  J  J.  and 
liis  advisers  acted  when  it  came  to  the.  question  of  fulfilling  his 
promises  to  Wat  Tyler's  mob. 

When  occasion  served  the  Bishop  did  not  hesitate  to  use  strong 
Language,  as  against  certain  "'sons  of  eternal  perdition"  who  had 
broken  into  his  park  at  Selsey  and  hunted  game  in  his  preserves,  but 
language  of  that  type  was  common  enough  at  the  time.  So  Arch- 
bishop Courtenay,  commissioning  Dr.  Peter  Stokes  to  proceed  against 
certain  heretical  teachers  in  the  University  of  Oxford,  applies  to  them 
the  very  same  expression.*  Those  who  set  at  nought  Church  authority 
must  needs  do  so  "  instigante  Diabolo."  When  it  came  to  inflicting 
a  penance,  the  Bishop  will  be  found  on  some  occasions  very  merciful, 
as  to  some  delinquents  at  Arundel  who  had  committed  the  heinous 
ecclesiastical  crime  of  dragging  to  prison  a  man  who  had  actually 
taken  sanctuary.  He  was  stern  in  denouncing  offenders,  but  merciful 
in  dealing  with  penitents.  As  to  violation  of  Sanctuary,  the  terrible 
crime,  instigated,  it  was  supposed,  by  the  Duke  of  Lancaster,  of  the 
murder  of  Haule  in  Westminster  Abbey  close  to  the  Altar  in  1377, t 
must  have  been  very  fresh  in  memory,  and  would  make  any  offender 
doubly  liable  to  condign  censure  and  punishment. 

Truth  was  that  ecclesiastical  censures  had  rather  overshot  the  mark, 
and  the  Bishop  laments  the  fact  very  pathetically  in  one  of  his 
horailetic  exhortations.  People  did  not  seem  to  care  even  for  the 
greater  excommunication.  Sequestration  of  their  cures  generally 
brought  the  Clergy  to  obedience  after  a  time,  but  merely  spiritual 
censures  had  lost  their  terrors.  What  wonder,  when  Archbishop 
Meopham  after  Papal  excommunication  at  the  instance  of  the  monks 
of  Canterbury  went  on  as  if  nothing  had  happened  \% 

Bishop  Rede's  tenure  of  the  See  of  Chichester  was  almost  exactly 
coextensive  with  Archbishop  Arundel's  rule  at  Canterbury.  Arundel 
followed  Archbishop  Courtney  in  September  1396,  and  died  in 
February  1414.  It  was  a  stirring  time  in  the  history  of  England, 
including  the  deposition  of  Richard  II.,  the  succeeding  period  of  much 
political  anxiety  and  uncertainty  which  taxed  throughout  his  reign  the 
high  abilities  of  Henry  IV.,  and  the  first  few  months  after  Henry  V.'s 
accession.  There  was  a  perpetual  threatening  of  war,  especially  with 
Prance.  There  was  rebellion  in  the  North.  The  Welsh  were  often 
disaffected,  and  the  Irish  had  been  giving  much  trouble  till  the  close 
of  Richard's  reign.  The  differences  between  English  factions,  which 
were  soon  to  result  in  the  Wars  of  the  Roses,  were  ripening.  Socially 

*  Hook,  Archbishops,  vol.  iv.,  p.  358. 

f  Ibid.,  vol.  iv.,  p.  280.  %  Ibid.,  \o).  iii.,  p.  517. 
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the  country  was  still  disturbed  by  the  causes  which  led  to  Wat  Tyler's 
rising  and  Archbishop  Sudbury's  murder  in  1381,  and  the  doctrines 
of  Wyclif,  who  had  died  in  1384,  continued  to  spread,  especially  in  a 
socialistic  direction,  and  to  threaten  the  established  order  of  things  in 
State  as  well  as  in  Church. 

We  would  advise  any  student  who  may  wish  to  see  the  history  of 
this  period  presented  from  a  sound  Churchman's  point  of  view,  with 
a  due  co-ordination  of  its  ecclesiastical,  political,  and  social  elements, 
to  read  the  Chapter  "  Thomas  Arundel  "  in  Dean  Hook's  Lives  of  the 
Archbishops  of  Canterbury,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  399 — 535.  One  may  be  allowed 
to  wonder  that  in  this  the  magnum  opus  of  its  learned  author,  written,  so 
far  at  least  as  relates  to  this  period  of  English  History,  while  he  was  living 
in  Chichester,  he  appears  not  to  have  made  reference  to  the  Episcopal 
Registers  in  our  own  muniments.  He  may  perhaps  have  thought  that 
a  careful  perusal  of  Lambeth  Registers,  which  were  used  to  illustrate 
the  Acts  of  each  Archbishop  in  succession,  would  supersede  the  need 
for  consulting  those  of  other  Churches  within  the  Province.  When, 
however,  a  Bishop  took  such  marked  pains,  as  Rede  clearly  did, 
to  record  and  preserve  every  important  legal  document  which  reached 
him  from  those  in  authority — King,  Pope  or  Prelate — as  well 
as  many  facts  relating  to  the  ecclesiastical  and  social  progress  of  the 
country,  there  is  abundant  material  for  such  life-like  illustrations  of 
men  and  manners  as  make  Dean  Hook's  Lives  one  of  the  most 
interesting  works  of  its  class.  Here  in  the  very  patria  of  Archbishop 
Arundel  the  rule  of  a  Bishop  who  v\as  certainly  not  a  man  after  his 
own  heart,  who  yet  was  steadily  devoting  himself  to  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  and  was  a  zealous  supporter  of  the  hierarchy  against 
the  Lollards  and  their  abettors,  gives  some  side-lights  which  the 
student  may  trace  up  and  down  the  following  pages.* 

After  these  Introductory  Remarks  had  been  sent  to  the  press 
the  Editor  was  favoured  by  a  piece  of  information  from  Canon 
Cooper,  Vicar  of  Cuckfield,  to  this  effect,  that  in  the  Calendar  of 
Papal  Registers  for  5  John  XXII.  (1414)  this  entry  is  found: 

*  As  an  illustration  of  the  need  of  carrying  researches  farther  than  the  Archi- 
episcopal  Registers  at  Lambeth,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  two  very  important 
documents,  printed  on  pp.  150  and  156  below,  are  not  included  in  Arundel's  second 
volume.  This  perhaps  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  latter  mandate  was  only 
published  within  a  month  of  this  prelate's  death,  and  that  no  fair  copy  having  been 
made  at  that  date,  none  was  inserted.  However,  as  they  had  been  circulated 
through  the  Province  through  the  Bishop  of  London  as  usual,  a  search  in  the 
Register  of  Bishop  Clifford  among  the  muniments  of  St.  Paul's  was  successful, 
and  some  faulty  readings  in  our  own  copy  were  thus  amended. 
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"  Faculty  io  Richard,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  who  is  in  his  70ll,year  and 
is  broken  with  age  and  blind,  to  choose  one  or  two  coadjutors." 

There  are  two  diHicull  ies  in  accepting  this  statement.  First,  that 
our  Bishop's  name  was  not  Richard  but  Robert  ;  secondly,  that  there 
is  no  evidence  whatever  (but  a  good  deal  to  the  contrary )  that  Bishop 
Rede  was  during  the  last  year  of  his  life  in  a  state  of  decrepitude, 
blindness,  and  senile  decay.  That  very  year  in  April  he  wrote  a  bright 
vivacious  letter  to  Chichelc,  Archbishop-elect  of  Canterbury  (p.  49), 
and  when  he  made  his  will  in  August  he  describes  himself  as  "  being 
healthy  in  mind  and  body."  Certainly  the  will  itself  bears  testimony 
to,  at  least,  soundness  of  mind.  I  think  the  explanation  of  this  diffi- 
culty may  not  be  very  far  to  seek.  Richard  Young,  Utriusque  Juris 
Doctor,  was  appointed  by  Papal  provision  to  the  See  of  Bangor  in 
1400  and  had  the  temporalities  restored  the  same  year  (Rymer, 
Feeder  a,  viii.,  143). 

What  follows  is  from  Le  Neve,  Fasti  (ed.  1716),  p.  249  :— 

"  Bishops  of  Rochestee. 

Richard  Young,  Bishop  of  Bangor,  was  provided  to  this  See  by 
Pope  Boniface  [IX.],  July  28,  1404.  This  Pope  dying  about  Two 
years  afterwards  (the  Translation  not  yet  completed)  his  Successor 
Innocent  [VII.]  was  willing  to  confirm  it,  but  our  Bishop  Richard 
being  then  a  Prisoner  (as  is  thought,  among  the  rebellious  Welsh) 
could  not  come  in  Person  to  this  his  new  See  ;  and  the  Archbishop 
(whose  interest  it  was  that  the  See  should  continue  vacant)  refused  to 
admit  him  by  Proxy.  At  length  Pope  Innocent,  by  letters  to  the 
Archbishop  dated  April  22,  1406,  commands  that  he  should  be 
admitted  by  his  Proxy.  The  Archbishop  writes  back  that  he  was  not 
unwilling,  but  that  the  Bulls  of  Translation  had  not  as  yet  been 
tendered  him.  While  these  things  were  transacting  Pope  Innocent 
dies,  but  his  successor  Gregory  XII.  confirmed  the  Translation 
November  11th,  1406,  and  at  length  he  obtained  the  Spiritualities  and 
Temporalities  from  the  Archbishop  May  2,  1407.  He  made  his 
will  October  17,  1418,  which  was  proved  the  28tb  of  the  same  month 
(Wharton).    Godwin  says  he  died  July  27,  1419." 

I  think  the  probability  is  that  in  the  Papal  Register  Chichester  is 
the  Notary's  blunder  for  Rochester,  and  that  the  Prelate  there  pro- 
vided with  leave  for  Suffragans  was  this  much-tried  Bishop  Richard 
Young. 

Throughout  his  labours  the  Editor  has  received  the  constant  co- 
operation of  the  two  Literary  Directors  :  the  Rev.  W.  Hudson,  F.S.A., 
who  has  supervised  the  whole  work,  corrected  the  proofs  in  their 
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earlier  stage,  and  made  many  valuable  suggestions  ;  and  Mr.  L.  F. 
Salzmaun,  to  whose  local  knowledge  of  the  county  he  owes  an  equal 
debt  of  thanks. 

Our  Council  lately  decided,  after  some  consideration,  that  in  order 
to  deal  properly  with  the  contents  of  this  important  Register  it  would 
be  necessary  to  publish  it  in  two  separate  parts.  To  have  included  it 
in  a  single  volume  would  have  involved  much  curtailment  on  the  one 
hand,  and  on  the  other  a  greater  expense  than  the  resources  of  the 
•Society  would  bear.  The  pagination  will  be  continued  in  the  next 
Part,  which  will  include  the  Schedules  of  Institutions  and  Ordinations 
and  the  Elections  of  a  Dean  and  some  monastic  dignitaries,  with 
Vicarage  "  Ordinations  "  and  other  miscellaneous  matter,  full  Indexes 
and  further  notes  being  appended.  With  regard  to  the  present  Part, 
the  Table  of  Contents  at  the  beginning  will  help  the  reader  who 
desires  to  know  at  a  glance  what  the  book  contains,  and  the  notes  will 
explain  many  things  which  have  been  left  unnoticed  in  the  course  of 
the  work.  Two  notes  on  St.  Cyriac  and  Hayling  Priory  (p.  55)  were 
compiled  too  late  to  come  in  their  right  place,  and  will  be  found  in 
the  next  Part. 

In  his  researches  at  a  distance  the  Editor  has  much  jneasure  in 
acknowledging  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Kershaw,  the  Librarian  of  Lambeth 
Palace  Library,  who  has  given  him  every  facility  for  consulting  the 
grand  Registers  of  Archbishops  Arundel  and  Chichele  ;  also  of  the 
Registrars  of  the  Dioceses  of  London  and  Bath  and  Wells  for  access 
to  the  muniments  under  their  charge ;  and  here  in  Chichester  he  is 
again  glad  to  record  the  unfailing  help  and  constant  attention  which 
he  has  received  from  Mr.  Freeland  and  his  clerks,  senior  and  junior. 
By  the  permission  of  our  late  revered  Bishop  this  work  was  begun  ; 
under  the  patronage  of  his  successor  it  is  being  continued.  The  Dean 
is  glad  that  everything  on  the  Chapter's  side  of  the  Registry,  which 
may  serve  to  illustrate  the  Avork,  should  be  freely  used.  With  these 
advantages  perhaps  the  Editor  has  less  claim  on  the  indulgence  of 
the  Members  of  the  Society  for  shortcomings  in  the  Work,  of  which  he 
is  fully  conscious.  He  can  plead  that  these  have  been  diminished  by 
the  timely  advice  and  help  of  several  friends,  especially  of  his 
colleagues,  Dr.  Codrington  and  Prebendaries  Bennett  and  Burdon. 
Many  books  have  been  consulted.  These  are  generally  indicated  in 
the  notes,  with  the  editions  used. 

With  these  prefatory  remarks  the  first  part  of  this  Register  is  now 
sent  forth.  Any  criticisms  or  corrections  which  may  be  offered  will  be 
acknowledged  in  the  Part  which  is  to  follow. 
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SELECTIONS  FROM  THE  REGISTER, 


Printed  verbatim  from  the  Original  Text  (the  contractions 
being  expanded),  with  translations. 

 ♦  

The  passages,  of  which  the  full  text  with  translation  is  here  given, 
have  been  selected  as  fair  specimens  of  the  valuable  historical  documents 
<  known  among  the  Cathedral  muniments  as  Book  B.  or  Bishop  Bobert 
Bede's  Begister.    Its  contents  are  so  various  that  a  far  larger  selection 
might  have  been  made  if  it  had  been  practicable  to  increase  the  size 
of  the  present  volume.    The  Begister,  if  reprinted  in  extenso,  would 
fill  at  least  half  a  dozen  stout  octavo  volumes.    A  large  portion  of  its 
j  contents  has  been  reduced  to  schedule  form,  and  most  of  the  remainder 
is  given  in  greatly  abbreviated  English  summaries.    Although,  there  - 
|  fore,  the  present  attempt  is  the  first  yet  made  to  include  in  something 
like  a  complete  form  the  full  contents  of  the  volume,  it  may  remain 
:  for  a  future  Editor  to  give  the  complete  text  of  many  documents  here 
I  greatly  condensed,  and  to  shew  more  fully  the  value  of  many  facts 
i  and  allusions  preserved  by  the  Bishop's  care  as  illustrating  the  religious 
and  social  life  of  that  age. 

I    Only  shorter  passages  could  be  selected  as  specimens,  and  these 
may  be  described  under  the  following  heads  : — 

1.  Mandates  issued  by  the  Bishop  through  his  officials  before  his 
I  primary  Visitation. 

2.  Instances  of  Admissions,  Exchanges  of  Benefices  when  both  were 
within  the  Diocese  and  where  one  was  in  another  Diocese,  Besignations 
of  Incumbents,  including  those  made  under  special  conditions,  Leave 
;of  non-residence,  Assignments  of  pensions. 

3.  The  Bishop's  dealings  with  Monasteries,  Priories,  etc.,  by  way  of 
[Collation,  Institution,  and  Benediction  of  newly-elected  Heads. 

4.  Instances  of  the  Bishop's  Ecclesiastical  Jurisdiction,  Sentences 
igainst  Offenders  (Clerical  and  Lay),  Equitable  Belaxations,  etc. 

5.  Specimens  of  Episcopal  Letters,  a  Private  Letter  from  King 
Henry  IV.  to  the  Bishop  in  French. 

,  6.  Miscellaneous  matters,  Vows,  Manumissions,  Indulgences,  Eccle- 
siastical Dilapidations,  etc. 
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The  Editor  has  thought  it  best  to  group  these  specimen  extracts 
without  a  very  strict  regard  to  the  relative,  dates  of  the  documents  oi 
to  their  place  in  the  volume.  This,  indeed,  is  not  methodized  at  all  so 
strictly  as  Bishop  Praty's.  Here  the  Register  proper  with  its  title 
begins  on  folio  01,  and  the  folios  before  that  are  filled  with  miscel 
laneous  matters  covering  practically  the  whole  period  of  the  Bishop's 
rule,  but  within  the  Register  proper  are  intercalated  many  things 
besides  Admissions  and  Ordinations.  These  will  be  found  in  tliei 
proper  places  in  the  Schedule.  It  is  hoped  that  a  careful  indexing  of 
the  book,  which  is  quite  essential  in  a  work  of  this  character,  will  make 
the  student's  task  in  examining  it  an  easy  one. 


Recognition  of  the  Bishop  by  the  Clergy  or  Chichester 
Archdeaconry. 

I.    Litera  pro  obedientia  prestanda.    [to.  1.] 

Robertus  perinissione  divina  Cicestr.  Episcopus  dilecto  filio  Archi 
diacono  nostro  Cicestr.  vel  ejus  officiali  salutem  graciam  et  bene 
dictionem.  Vobis  communiter  et  divisim  committimus  et  mandamus 
quatinus  citetis  seu  citari  faciatis  peremptorie  omnes  et  singulos 
obedienciarios  nostros  curatos  et  non  curatos  vestri  Archidiaconatus 
quod  compareant  et  eorum  quilibet  compareat  coram  nobis  seu  nostrig 
in  hac  parte  commissariis  iuratis  in  ecclesia  nostra  Cicestrensi  die 
Jovis  proximo  post  dominicam  qua  cantatur  officium  Misericordias  (sic) 
domini  etc.  proxime  futuro  canonicam  obedienciam  nobis  de  jure 
debitam  prestituri  necnon  literas  apostolicas   audituri  ulteriusqut 


A  letter  for  requiring  obedience. 

1.  Robert  by  Divine  permission  Bishop  of  Chichester  to  our  belovec 
son  the  Archdeacon  of  Chichester  or  his  official  health,  grace  an<| 
benediction.  To  you  jointly  and  severally  we  commit  and  give  ordej 
that  you  cite  or  cause  to  be  cited  peremptorily  all  and  singular  ouj 
obedienciaries  with  and  without  cure  of  souls  of  your  Archdeaconrj 
that  they  appear  and  that  each  of  them  appear  before  us  or  ou! 
Commissary,  sworn  in  this  respect  in  our  Church  of  Chichester,  o\ 
the  Thursday  next  after  the  Sunday  on  which  the  office  Misericordi, 
Domini  is  chanted  next  to  come,1  to  pay  to  us  canonical  obediencj 

1  The  lntroit  on  the  Second  Sunday  after  Easter,  "  Misericordia  Domini  plerj 
est  terra,  alleluva,"  etc, 
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facturi  et  recepturi  quod  qualitas  hujus  negocii  cxigit  et  rcquirit 
ac  pietas  in  hac  parte  suadebit.  Et  quid  in  premissis  feceritis  nos  seu 
nostros  in  hac  parte  cominissarios  dictis  die  et  loco  certificetis  per 
literas  vestras  patentes  harum  seriem  nominaque  et  cognomina  per  eos 
juxta  premissa  citandorum  in  quadam  cedula  vestro  certificatorio 
annectanda  plenarie  continentes  Sigillo  authentico  consignatas.  Datum 
in  manerio  nostro  de  Amberle  decimo  die  mensis  Februarii  anno 
do  mini  millesimo  cccm0  Nonagesimo  Sexto  et  nostre  translacionis 
anno  primo. 

II.    Commissio  ad  exigendum  obedienciam. 

Robertus  etc.  dilectis  filiis  magistro  Philippo  Galeys  officiali  nostro 
Cicestrensi  et  Galfrido  Salle  nostro  in  archidiaconatu  Cicestrensi 
sequestratori  salutem  &c.  Ad  requirendum  vice  et  nomine  nostro 
canonicam  obedienciam  a  quibuscunque  viris  eeclesiasticis  jurisdictioni 
nostre  subjectis  sive  subditis  in  Archidiaconatu  Cicestrensi  constitutes 
immo  absencium  sine  justo  impedimento  siquidem  fuerint  contumacias 
legitime  puniendum  vobis  de  quorum  fidelitate  et  industria  plenam 
plenam  (sic)  in  domino  fiduciam  report  am  us  vices  nostras  committimus 
per  presentes  cum  cujuslibet  cohercionis  canonica  potestate.   In  cujus 


due  by  right  and  to  hear  the  apostolical  letters,  and  further  to  receive 
what  the  nature  of  this  business  demands  and  requires,  and  what  their 
piety  in  this  respect  will  advise.  And  what  you  do  in  the  premisses 
you  shall  certify  us  or  our  Commissaries  in  this  respect  on  the  said 
day  and  place  by  your  letters  patent  fully  containing  the  course  hereof 
and  the  names  and  surnames  of  those  to  be  cited  according  to  the 
orders  given,  attached  to  your  certificate  in  a  schedule  signed  with  an 
authentic  seal.  Given  in  our  manor  of  Amberle  on  February  10th, 
I39f,  and  in  the  first  year  of  our  translation. 

A  commission  to  exact  obedience. 

2.  Eobert  etc.  to  our  beloved  sons  Master  Philip  Galeys  our  official  of 
Chichester  and  Geoffrey  Salle  our  Sequestrator  in  the  archdeaconry 
of  Chichester  health  etc.  To  require  in  our  place  and  name  canonical 
obedience  from  all  ecclesiastics  subject  to  our  jurisdiction  or  being  in 
the  condition  of  dependents  in  the  archdeaconry  ot  Chichester,  nay 
more,  lawfully  to  punish  absence  and  contumacy  of  any  kind  if  it  be 
without  just  impediment  we  by  these  presents  bestow  our  office,  upon 
you  of  whose  fidelity  and  industry  we  have  full  trust  in  the  Lord,  with 
the  power  of  every  kind  of  canonical  coercion.    In  testimony  whereof 

S  2 
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rei  testimonium  Sigillum  nostrum  presentibus  est  appensum,  Datum 
;i|)iul  Amberle  \"  die  mensis  Februarii  Anno  Dni  millesimo  cccmo  Sexto 
['*  nonagesimo "  inserted  in  later  hand]  el  nostra  translaoionis  anno 
primo.3 

Begistrum  venerabilis  patris  domini  Roberta  Rede  dei  gracia  Cices- 
trensis  Episcopi  quod  incepit  quinto  die  Marcii  Anno  Domini 
Millesimo  Tricentesimo  nonogesimo  (sic)  Sexto  Et  sue  translacionia 
anno  primo.3    [fo.  64.] 

III.    [An  exchange,  the  benefices  being  situated  in  two  dioceses.] 

In  vicesimo  secundo  die  mensis  Marcii  London  Anno  domini  pre- 
dicto  Idem  Reverendus  pater  tarn  auctoritate  et  commissione  venera- 
bilis patris  Fratris  Willelmi  eadem  gracia  Roffensis  Episcopi  Sibi 
in  hac  parte  commissis,  quam  sua  ordinaria  auctoritate  audivit 
examinavit  et  plenarie  discussit  causas  et  negocium  permutacionis 
faciende  de  perpetua  Cantaria  de  Stoke  in  Hoo  Roffensis  diocesis 
quam  Johannes  Aueray  prius  obtinebat  cum  vicaria  ecclesie  parochialis 
de  Ruggewyk  Cicestrensis  diocesis  quam  Johannes  Breton  nuper 


our  seal  is  attached  to  these  presents.  Given  at  Amberley  (as 
above). 

The  Register  of  the  venerable  father  Lord  Robert  by  the  grace  of 
G  od  Bishop  of  Chichester  which  began  on  March  5th,  1396,  and 
in  the  first  year  of  his  translation. 

3.  On  the  22nd  day  of  March  at  London  in  the  year  aforesaid  the 
same  Reverend  Father  [as  well]  by  the  authority  and  commission  of 
the  venerable  Father,  Brother  William*  by  the  same  grace  Bishop  of 
Rochester  entrusted  to  him  on  this  behalf,  as  by  his  own  ordinary  ! 
jurisdiction  heard,  examined  and  fully  discussed  the  causes  and  busi- 
ness of  an  exchange  to  be  made  of  the  perpetual  Chantry  of  Stoke  in 
Hoo  of  Rochester  Diocese,  which  John  Averay  formerly  held  with  the 
Vicarage  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Rudgewick  of  Chichester  Diocese,  I 

2  The  first  page  of  the  Register,  at  the  top  of  which  these  two  Commissions! 
appear,  has  become  much  worn  through  folding  and  friction.  Letters  and  words! 
here  and  there  have  been  renewed  in  fresh  ink,  though  not  recently. 

3  In  bold  Gothic  characters. 

4  William  de  Bottlesham,  Bishop  of  Rochester  1389— X400,  He  was  a  Dominion 
P,D.  of  Cambridge,  hence  "  Frater." 
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obtinuit,  et  quia  eas  veras  et  legitimas  invenit  approbavit  easdem 
dictamque  presentacionem  auctorizavit  et  prefatum  Johannem  Breton 
ad  cantariam  de  Stoke  in  Hoo  per  rnodum  et  ex  causa  permutacionis 
admisit  ipsumque  iostituit  et  investivit  canonice  in  eisdem  cum  omnibus 
suis  juribus  et  pertinenciis  universis  recepta  primitus  per  eum  vice  et 
auctoritate  supradicti  domini  Roffensis  resignacione  Jobannis  iVueray 
de  cantaria  de  Stoke  in  Hoo.  Inductione  prefati  Jobannis  de  Breton 
in  corporalem  possessionem  dicte  Cantarie  et  ejus  Canonica  obediencia 
in  Hoo  cantaria  sibi  specialiter  reservatis. 

Item  eisdem  die  et  loco  idem  reverendus  pater  Cicestrensis  Epis- 
copus  recepta  et  admissa  primitus  resignacione  Jobannis  Breton  de 
vicaria  Ecclesie  parocbialis  de  Ruggewyk  Cic.  dioc.  ex  causa  permu- 
tacionis supradicte  fiende  cum  perpetua  cantaria  de  Stoke  in  Hoo 
ipsum  instituit  et  investivit  canonice  in  eisdem  cum  suis  juribus  et 
pertinenciis  universis,  mandatumque  fuit  officiali  Arcbidiaconi  ad 
inducendum  in  corporalem  possessionem  ut  in  forma.  Et  juravit 
idem  Jobannes  Aueray  eidem  reverendo  patri  canonicam  obedienciam. 


which  John  Breton  has  lately  held,  and  because  he  found  them  true 
and  lawful  he  approved  the  same,  and  authorized  the  said  presentation, 
and  admitted  the  aforesaid  John  Breton  to  the  Chantry  of  Stoke  in 
Hoo  by  means  and  for  the  reason  of  exchange,  and  instituted  and 
invested  him  canonically  in  the  same,  with  all  its  rights  and  its  whole 
appurtenances,  there  being  first  received  by  him  in  the  place  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  aforesaid  lord  of  Rochester  John  Averay's 
resignation  of  the  Chantry  of  Stoke  in  Hoo,  the  Induction  of  the 
aforesaid  John  de  Breton  into  the  corporal  possession  of  the  said 
Chantry,  and  his  Canonical  obedience  in  Hoo  Chantry  being  specially 
reserved  to  him  (i.e.,  to  the  Bishop  of  Rochester). 

Also,  the  same  day  and  place,  the  same  Rev.  father  the  Bishop  of 
Chichester,  John  Breton's  resignation  of  the  Vicarage  of  the  Parish 
Church  of  Rudgewick  having  been  first  received  and  admitted,  by 
reason  of  the  above-said  exchange  to  be  made  with  the  perpetual 
Chantry  of  Stoke  in  Hoo,  instituted  and  invested  him  canonically  in 
the  same  with  their  whole  rights  and  appurtenances,  and  a  mandate 
was  given  to  the  official  of  the  Archdeacon  to  induct  him  into  corporal 
possession,  as  in  form.  And  the  same  John  Averay  swore  to  the  same 
reverend  father  canonical  obedience. 
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IV.    [  Licence  of  non-residence.] 

in  tercio  die  mciisis  A priliw  anno  Dni  septimo  [1397]  London 
dominus  concessit  licenciam  Bicardo  Passeuier  Rectori  ecclesie 
parochialis  <le  Playden  de  non  residendo  per  triennium  in  quocumque 
loco  honesto  dummodo  dicta  ecclesia  interim  debitis  non  fraudetur 
obsequiis  et  enra  animarum  nullatenus  negligatur  quodque  ipse  pro- 
enratorem  ydoneum  in  ca  dimittat  qui  dicto  reverendo  patri  ac  aliin 
ordinariis  vice  sua  respondebit. 

V.    [Instance  of  an  exchange  in  shorter  form.] 

Blachyngton  juxta  Schorham.    Permutacio.5    Vicaria  de  Chalke 
Roffen.  dioc.    [fo.  67  v.] 

Item  vicesimo  die  Julii  apud  Aumberle  anno  domini  suprndicto 
[1397]  admissus  fuit  domiuus  Willelmus  Granyn  ad  eclesiam  parochia- 
lem  de  Blachyngton  juxta  Schorham  vacantem  per  resignacionem 
domini  Johannis  Moyg  ultimi  Rectoris  ejusdem  ex  causa  permuta- 
cionis  de  ipsa  cum  perpetua  vicaria  de  Chalke  Roffensis  diocesis  quam 
primitus  dominus  Willelmus  optinuit  ad  presentacionem  Religiosorum 


[Licence  of  non-residence.] 

4.  On  the  third  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  seven  [1397] 
in  London  the  Lord  granted  licence  of  non-residence  to  Richard 
Passemer,  Rector  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Playden  for  the  space  of 
three  years  in  any  respectable  place,  provided  the  said  Church  mean- 
while be  not  defrauded  of  duties,  and  the  care  of  souls  be  in  no 
respect  neglected,  and  that  he  should  appoint  in  it  a  fitting  represen- 
tative, who  shall  be  responsible  in  his  stead  to  the  said  reverend 
Father  and  to  the  other  ordinaries. 

Blatchington  near  Shoreham.    Exchange.    Vicarage  of  Chalke, 
Rochester  Diocese. 

5.  A  lso  on  July  20  at  Amberley  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  aforesaid  was 
admitted  Sir  William  Granyn  to  the  Parish  Church  of  Blatchington 
near  Shoreham  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Sir  John  Moyg  last 
Rector  of  the  same  by  reason  of  an  exchange  of  it  with  the  perpetual 
Vicarage  of  Chalke,  Rochester  Diocese,  which  Sir  William  formerly  j 
held,  at  the  presentation  of  the  Religious  men  the  Prior  and  Convent  | 


5  Entered  after  the  proper  date  at  the  close  of  the  year  1397. 
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virorum  Prioris  et  Conventus  Sancti  Pancratii  de  Lewes  cjusdem 
ecclesie  patronorum  per  modum  et  ex  causa  permutacionis  predicte 
Rector  institutus  est  canonice  in  eadem  cuin  suis  juribus  et  pertinen- 
ciis  universis.  Prestitit  obedientiam  domino  etc.  Scriptum  fait  Archi- 
diacono  Lewensi  ad  inducendum. 

VI.    [Instance  of  an  exchange  in  the   longer  form,  in  which  the 
Bishop  commits  his  rights  to  the  Bishop  of  the  other  Diocese.] 

Commissio.    [fo.  72  ».] 

Memorandum  quod  Sexto  die  mensis  Maii  anno  Dni.  supradicto 
[1399]  apud  Aumberle  dominus  commisit  potestatem  et  scripsit 
domino  Wilielino  Dei  gracia  Roffensi  episcopo  ad  audiendum  et 
examinandum  causas  permutacionis  inter  dominos  Willelmum  Tyrell 
Rectorem  Sancti  Egidii  in  Wynchelse  Cicestrensis  et  Johannem 
Bryston  vicarium  ecclesie  De  Eltham  Roffensis  diocesis  affectantes 
sua  beneficia  hujusmodi  adinvicem  canonice  permutare  etc.  et  ad  expe- 
diendum  finaliter  dictam  permutacionem  ut  est  moris.  Reservando 
sibi  obedienciam  canonicam  et  Inductionem  dicti  domini  Johannis  in 
corporalem  possessionem  dicte  ecclesie  sancti  Egidii  de  Wynchelse 


of  St.  Pancras,  Lewes,  patrons  of  the  same  Church  through  the  way 
and  by  reason  of  the  aforesaid  exchange :  he  was  instituted  Canonic- 
ally  in  the  same  with  all  its  rights  and  appurtenances.  He  rendered 
obedience  to  the  lord  etc.  Instructions  were  given  to  the  Archdeacon 
of  Lewes  for  his  induction. 

Commission. 

6.  Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  6th  day  of  the  month  of  May 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  aforesaid  [1399]  at  Amberley  the  lord  com- 
mitted his  power  and  wrote  to  the  lord  William  by  the  grace  of  God 
Bishop  of  Rochester0  to  hear  and  examine  the  causes  of  an  exchange 
between  Sirs  William  Tyrell  Rector  of  St.  Giles  in  Winchelsea  of 
Chichester  Dio.  and  John  Bryston  Vicar  of  the  Church  of  Eltham, 
Rochester  Diocese,  desiring  canonically  to  make  a  mutual  exchange  of 
these  their  benefices,  and  to  expedite  finally  the  .said  exchange  in  the 
customary  way,  reserving  to  him  the  Canonical  obedience  and  Induc- 
tion of  the  said  Sir  John  into  the  corporal  possession  of  the  said 
Church  of  St.  Giles,  Winchelsea  aforesaid.    But  afterwards  the  said 


6  William  de  Bottleskam,  1389  — 1400. 
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predicta:  Postmodum  vero  dictus  dominus  Rotten  sis  Epigcopue  auc- 
toritate  sua  ordinaria  et  domini  sibi  in  hac  |)artc  commisBa  expedivit 
finaliter  dictam  permutacionem  reservando  domino  prout  superius 
recitatur.  Certifieatumque  fuit  domino  de  expedicione  ejusdem 
negocii  apud  Aldyngborne  quinto  decimo  die  ejusdem  mensis.  Unde 
dictus  dominus  Johannes  Prestitit  obedienciam  domino  et  ministris 
suis  in  forma  consueta  Scrip  turn  quo  fuit  Archidiacono  Lewcnsi  vol 
ipsius,  official]  ad  iuduceudum. 

VII.    [An  instance  of  exchange  by  commission  from  the  Bishop  to 
another  Bishop.] 

[fo.  140.] 

Memorandum  quod  quarto  die  mensis  Octobris  anno  domini  supra- 
scripto  [1410]  dominus  scripsit  et  commisit  vices  suas  Reverendo  in 
Christo  patri  ac  domino  domino  Ricardo  dei  gracia  Roffensi  Episcopo 
ad  audiendum  examinandum  et  plenarie  discutiendum  causas  et  nego- 
cium  permutacionis  fiende  inter  dominos  Johannem  Porter  Kectorem 
ecclesie  parochialis  de  West  Wykham  RofEensis  et  Willelmum  Malpas 
perpetuum  vicarium  ecclesie  parochialis  de  Cokefeld  Cicestrensis 
diocesis  intendentes  hujusmodi  beneficia  sua  certis  de  causis  ipsos 
ad  hoc  moventibus  dumtamen  eorum  quorum  interest  consensus  et 


lord  Bishop  of  Rochester  by  his  ordinary  authority  and  that  of  the 
lord  [Bishop  of  Chichester]  entrusted  to  him  in  this  respect  finally 
expedited  the  said  exchange  reserving  to  the  lord  as  it  is  recited 
above.  And  a  certificate  was  sent  to  the  lord  on  the  expedition  of 
the  same  business  at  Aldingbourne  on  the  15th  day  of  the  same 
month.   Whereupon  the  said  Sir  John  took  the  oath  of  obedience  etc. 

7.  Be  it  remembered  that  on  October  4th  in  the  year  above- 
written  [1410]  the  lord  wrote  and  commissioned  the  Reverend  Father 
and  lord  in  Christ  Lord  Richard  by  the  grace  of  Grod  Bishop  of 
Rochester7  to  hear,  examine  and  fully  discuss  the  reasons  and  business 
of  an  exchange  to  be  made  between  Sir  John  Porter,  Rector  of  the 
Parish  Church  of  West  Wykham  Rochester  Diocese  and  William 
Malpas  perpetual  Vicar  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Cokefeld  Chichester 
Diocese  who  intend  for  certain  reasons  moving  them  thereto  mutualhr  | 
to  make  canonical  exchange  of  these  their  benefices,  provided  the 
consent  and  authority  of  those  whom  it  concerns  meet  them,  and 


7  Richard  Yonge,  1407—1419. 
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auctoritas  interveniant  in  ea  parte  adinvicem  canonice  permutare 
ipsis  que  causis  veris  et  legitimis  inventis  approbandas  easdem  dictam 
quoque  permutaeionem  auctorizandam  necnon  recepta  per  euni 
resignacione  dicti  domini  Willehni  Malpas  de  Vicaria  sua  de  Cokefield 
predicta  eandem  ad  collaeionem  domini  Cicestrensis  pleno  jure  spec- 
lantern  per  modum  et  ex  causa  permutacionis  predicte  prefato  domino 
Johanni  Porter  conferendam  ipsumque  vicarium  perpetuuin  dicte 
permutacionis  obtentu  instituendum  canonice  in  eadem  cum  suis 
juribus  et  pertinenciis  universis  Juratum  de  corporaliter  et  continue 
residendo  in  eadem  vicaria  juxta  formam  constitutionum  dominorum 
Otonis  et  Octobonis  quondam  sedis  apostolice  in  Anglia  legatorum  in 
ea  parte  editarum.  Ceteraque  omnia  et  singula  facienda  exercenda 
et  expedienda  que  in  dicte  permutacionis  negocio  necessaria  fuerint 
quomodolibet  seu  eciam  oportuna  Inductione  tameu  pret'ati  domini 
Johannis  Porter  et  ejus  canonica  obedientia  domino  Cicestrensi 
specialiter  reservatis.  Quiquidem  Reverendus  pater  dominus  Roffen- 
sis  Episcopus  certificavit  domino  Cicestrensi  sub  data  in  Monasterio 
de  Lesenes  xxvij0  ejusdem  mensis  Octobris  anno  domini  supradicto 
ipsam  permutaeionem  expedivisse  reservatis  domino  in  sua  commis- 
sione  [recitatis].    Unde  ultimo  die  dicti  mensis  Octobris  in  Capella 


these  causes  being  found  true  and  lawful  that  they  should  be  approved, 
and  the  said  exchange  also  authorized,  also  the  said  Sir  Wm.  Malpas' 
resignation  of  his  Vicarage  of  Cokefeld  aforesaid  having  been  received 
the  same  belonging  to  the  collation  of  the  lord  of  Chichester  in  full 
right  by  reason  of  the  exchange  aforesaid  should  be  conferred  on  the 
aforesaid  Sir  John  Porter  and  that  he  should  be  canonically  instituted 
perpetual  Vicar  in  the  same  in  regard  to  the  said  exchange  with  all 
its  rights  and  appurtenances,  being  sworn  to  corporal  and  continual 
residence  in  the  same  Vicarage  according  to  the  form  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Lords  Otto  and  Ottobon  formerly  legates  of  the  Apostolic 
See  in  England  published  to  that  intent,  and  that  other  things  all  and 
singular  should  be  performed  and  carried  out  which  in  the  business 
of  the  said  exchange  are  necessary  or  fitting,  the  induction  however  of 
the  aforesaid  Sir  John  Porter  and  his  canonical  obedience  being 
specially  reserved  to  the  lord  of  Chichester.  The  Reverend  Father 
the  Lord  Bishop  of  Rochester  certified  the  lord  of  Chichester  under 
date  in  the  Monastery  of  Lesnes  the  27th  of  the  same  month  October 
the  year  aforesaid  that  he  had  carried  out  the  exchange  reserving  to 
the  lord  the  points  named  in  his  commission.  Whereupon  the  last 
day  of  the  said  month  of  October  in  the  Chapel  of  Amberle  Manor 
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manerii  de  Aumberle  idem  dominue  Johannes  Porter  prestitit  domino 
obedienciam.  Scriptumque  fuit  Magistro  Johanni  Blounham  ad 
inducendum. 

VIII.    [Resignation  of  a  Canonry  through  the  agency  of  the  Bisho] 

of  London.] 

tResignacio  Canonicatus  et  Prebende  de  Ertham.    [f'o.  99.] 

Mem.  quod  Reverendus  in  Christo  pater  et  dominus,  dominus  EobertuH 
dei  gracia  London8  Episcopus  xxvj0  die  mensis  Novembris  anno  domini 
suprascripto  [1402]  procurator  et  procuratorio  nomine  [prout  per 
instrumentum  sub  nomine  et  signo  Thome  Lyes  notarii  publici  exhibi 
turn  liquebat]  Miscreti  viri  domini  Benedicti  Graunden  Canonici  ecclesie 
Cicestrensis  ac  prebendarii  prebende  de  Ertham  in  eadem  quandam 
resignacionem  dictorum  canonicatus  et  prebende  in  scriptis  redactam 
fecit  et  legit  sub  hac  que  sequitur  forma  verborum.  In  Dei  nomine. 
Amen.  Coram  vobis  Eeverende  frater  domino  Roberto  Dei  gracia 
Cicestrensi  Episcopo  nos  Robertus  Braybrok  permissione  divina 
London.  Episcopus  habentes  ad  infra  scripta  sufficientem  potestatem 


the  same  Sir  John  Porter  tendered  to  the  lord  his  obedience,  and 
Master  John  Blounham  was  instructed  to  induct  him. 

8.  Resignation  of  the  Canonry  and  Prebend  of  Eartham.  Be  it 
remembered  that  the  Reverend  Eather  and  Lord  in  Christ,  Lord 
Robert  by  the  grace  of  God  Bishop  of  London10  on  the  26th  day  of 
November  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  above  written  [1402],  as  Proctor 
and  by  procurator]' al  title  (as  by  an  instrument  exhibited  under  the 
name  and  sign  of  Thomas  Lyts  notary  public  was  clear)  of  the  discreet 
man  Sir  Benedict  Graunden  Canon  of  the  Church  of  Chichester  and 
Prebendary  of  the  Prebend  of  Ertham  in  the  same,  made  and  read  a 
certain  resignation  of*  the  said  Canonry  and  Prebend  reduced  to 
writing  under  the  form  of  words  which  follows.  In  the  name  of  God 
Amen.  Before  you  Reverend  Brother  lord  Robert  by  God's  grace 
Bishop  of  Chichester  we  Robert  Braybrok  by  divine  permission 
Bishop  of  London  having  sufficient  power  for  what  is  under  written 

8  "  London  "  over  "  Cicestren."  erased. 

9  Words  within  brackets  inserted  above  the  line  in  a  very  small  hand. 

10  Robert  de  Braybroke,  1381—1405. 
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prout  per  hoc  iustrumentum  publicum  evidenter  apparet  Canonicatum 
ecclesie  vestre  Cicestrensis  ac  prebendam  de  Ertham  in  eadem  quos 
obtinet  dominus  Benedictus  Grandon  in  presenti  ex  certis  causis 
veris  et  legitimis  dictum  dominum  Benedictum  et  nos  ad  hoc  nioven- 
tibus  in  sacras  manus  vestras  pure  sponte  simpliciter  et  absolute 
resignamus  et  ab  eisdem,  recedimus  totaliter  in  hiis  scriptis.  Qua 
resignacione  ut  premittitur  facta  et  lecta  dominus  admisit  eandem  et 
eosdem  Canonicatum  et  prebendam  sic  ut  premittitur  vaeantes  et  ad 
suam  collacionem  pleno  jure  spectantes  domino  Johanni  Wyke 
Capellano  contulit  tunc  ibidem  et  ipsum  de  eisdem  per  birreti  sui 
tradicionem  investivit  canonice  cum  suis  juribus  et  pertinenciis 
universis.  Qui  prestitit  obedienciam  domino  ut  in  forma.  Soriptumque 
fuit  decano  et  capitulo  Cicestrensi  ad  adinittendum  dictum  dominum 
Johannem  in  coneanonicum  et  confratrem  et  ad  assignandum  eidem 
locum  in  Capitulo  et  Stallum  in  choro  dictis  canonicatui  et  prebende 
ab  autiquo  debitos  et  consuetos  et  admittendum  euudem  in  corporalem 
possessionem  dictorum  canonicatus  et  prebende.  Presentibus  tunc 
ibidem  Magistro  Thoma  de  Lyes  et  Willelmo  A^alton  Coventrensis  et 
Lichfeldensis  diocesis  testibus  ad  premissa  vocatia  specialiter  et 
rogatis. 


as  by  this  public  instrument  evidently  appears,  resign  the  Canonry  of 
your  Church  of  Chichester  and  the  Prebend  of  Eartham  in  the  same, 
which  Sir  Benedict  Grandon  now  holds  from  certain  true  and  lawful 
reasons  moving  the  said  Sir  Benedict  and  us  hereto  into  your  sacred 
hands  purely,  spontaneously,  siuiply  and  absolutely  and  we  totally 

1  withdraw  from  the  same  in  these  writings.    Which  resignation  as  it 

j  is  above  stated  being  made  and  read  the  lord  admitted  the  same,  and 
conferred  the  same  Canonry  and  Prebend  being  thus  as  it  is  stated 
vacaut  and  belonging  in  full  right  to  his  collation  on  Sir  John  AVyke 
Chaplain  then  and  there  and  invested  him  in  the  same  by  the  handing 

■  of  his  biretta  canonic-ally  with  all  their  rights  and  appurtenances. 
Who  rendered  obedience  to  the  lord  as  in  the  form,  and  directions 
were  given  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  to  admit  the  said  Sir  John  as 
Canon  and  Brother  and  to  assign  to  him  the  place  in  Chapter  and  the 
Stall  in  Choir  due  and  accustomed  of  old  to  the  said  Canonry  and 

i  Prebend,  and  to  admit  him  into  corporal  possession  of  the  said 
Canonry  and  Prebend.  Being  present  then  and  there  Master  Thomas 
de  Lyes  and  William  Walton  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield  Diocese 

|  specially  called  and  asked  as  witnesses  to  the  premisses. 
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IX.  [Instance  of  a  Collation  in  an  unusual  form.] 
Collacio  de  Slyndefold.  [fo.  105 
Item  xxiiij"  die  inensis  .Jaiiuarii  apud  Duryngewyk  anno  dom. 
suprascripto  [1101]  dominus  contulit  Rectoriam  ecclesie  parochial  i»  de 
Slyndefold  suarum  collacionis  et  diocesis  vacantem  per  liberals 
resignacionem  domini  Ricardi  LentwardyhM  ultimi  Rectoris  ejusdem 
domino  Rogero  Haweford  Capellano  et  ipsum  in  persona  Nicholai 
Workesley  proeuratoris  sui  in  hac  parte  sufficienter  constitute 
Eectorem  instituit  canonice  in  eadem  cum  suis  juribus  et  pertinenciis 
universis  et  habuit  literas  collacionis.  Scriptumque  fuit  Magistro 
Johanni  Pedevvell  et  J.  Blounham  divisim  ad  inducendum  eundein 
dominum  Rogerum  vel  dictum  suum  procuratorem  qui  procurator 
inductus  fuit  eodem  die  in  possessionem  ejusdem  ecclesie  realiter 
presentibus  Johanne  Chyltyng  Willelmo  Coupelond  et  aliis. 

X.    [The  Bishop  intervenes  in  an  exchange  where  one  of  the  benefices 
was  in  the  patronage  of  an  alien  Priory.] 

Nominacio  ad  vicariam  de  Clympyng.    [fo.  106.] 

Robertus  permissione  divina  Cicestrensis  Episcopus  Religiosis 
mulieribus  domine  Georgie  priorisse  de  levemenestre  et  ejusdem  loci 


Collation  of  Slindfold. 

9.  Also  on  January  24th  at  Duryngewyk  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
above-written  [140i]  the  Lord  conferred  the  Rectory  of  the  Parish 
Church  of  Slindfold  of  his  own  collation  and  Diocese  vacant  by  the 
free  resignation  of  Sir  Richard  Lentwardyn  last  Rector  of  the  same 
on  Sir  Roger  Haweford  Chaplain,  and  in  the  person  of  Nicholas 
Workesley  his  proctor  sufficiently  appointed  in  this  respect  instituted 
him  Rector  canonically  in  the  same  with  all  its  rights  and  appurten- 
ances, and  he  had  letters  of  collation.  And  instructions  were  given 
to  Master  John  Pedewell  and  J.  Blounham  severally  to  induct  the 
same  Sir  Roger  or  his  said  Proctor,  which  proctor  was  inducted  the 
same  day  into  possession  of  the  same  Church  really,  being  present 
John  Chyltyng,  William  Coupelond  and  others. 

Nomination  to  the  Vicarage  of  Clympyng.    [fo.  106.] 

10.  Robert  by  divine  permission  Bishop  of  Chichester  to  the  religious 
women  lady  Greorgia  Prioress  of  Ly minster  and  the  Convent  of  the 

11  Hodie  Leintwardine,  Herefordshire. 
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Conventui  nostre  diocesis  salutem  graciam  et  benedictionem.  De 
perpetua  vicaria  ecclesie  'paroehialis  de  Clympyng  quam  jam  optinet 
dominus  Willelmus  Slyknawe  vicarius  ejusdem  ex  causa  permutacionis 
faciende  cum  ecclesia  parochiali  de  Sudborwg  Lincoln,  diocesis  quam 
jam  obtinet  dominus  Johannes  Benet  rector  ejusdem.  Kundem  dominum 
Johannem  tenore  presencium  vobis  nominamus  ad  eandem  vicariam 
per  vos  juxta  nominacionem  hujusmodi  presentandum  prout  forma 
composicionis  babite  super  appropriacione  et  annexione  ecclesiarum 
parocbialium  de  Clympyng  et  Palyng  monasterio  de  Almanecbiis 
Sagiensis  diocesis  facta  exigit  et  requirit.  Hoc  autem  vobis  duximus 
intimandum  ut  exequimini  ulterius  quod  ad  vos  pertinet.  Dat.  in 
manerio  nostro  de  Durvngewyk  xxvj0  die  mensis  Februarii  Anno  domini 
millesimo  cccc0  quarto  et  nostre  translacionis  Anno  nono. 

XI.    [Resignation  of  a  criminous  clerk  and  bis  release  from  the 
sentence  of  excommunication.] 

Resignacio  cantarie  sive  Capelle  de  Pevenese.    [fo.  119.] 

Memorandum  quod  undecimo  die  Augusti  anno  domini  et  loco 
predictis  [1407  Aumberle]  in   magna   camera   constitutus  ibidem 


same  place  in  our  Diocese  health,  grace  and  benediction.  Concerning 
the  perpetual  Vicarage  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Clympyng  which  Sir 
William  Slyknawe  Vicar  of  the  same  now  holds  in  the  case  of  an 
exchange  to  be  made  with  the  Parish  Church  of  Sudborwg12  Lincoln 
Diocese  which  Sir  John  Benet  Rector  of  the  same  now  holds.  The 
same  Sir  John  by  the  tenor  of  these  presents  we  name  to  be  presented 
in  accordance  with  this  nomination  as  the  form  made  of  a  composition 
had  on  the  appropriation  and  attachment  of  the  Parish  Churches  of 
Clympyng  and  Palyng  to  the  Monastery  of  Almaneches  in  the  Diocese 
of  Seez  demands  and  requires.  This  we  have  thought  good  to 
intimate  to  you  so  that  you  may  follow  up  further  what  concerns  you 
(in  the  business). 

Griven  in  our  Manor  of  Duingwyke  Febr.  26th,  1404,  and  in  the 
ninth  year  of  our  Translation. 

[fo.  119.] 

11.  Be  it  remembered  that  on  August  11th  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
and  at  the  place  aforesaid  (1407,  Amberley)   [the  Bishop]  sitting 
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publiciter  quidatn  domimis  Johannes  Nappcralin*  dictus  Lemyngton  dom: 
Capellanus  Cantarie  sive  Cupel  1<;  in  Castro  do  Pevenese  volens  ut  Jtatei 
asseruil  el  affectans  ;i  cura  onere  et  regimine  dicte  Cantarie  Hive|.\»in 
Capelle  penitus  exonerari  ipsam  eandem  Cantariam  sive  Capellamljok 
non  vi  dolo  sou  fraude  ad  hoc  ut  dixit  induct  us  set  ex  sua  mera  libera 
et  spontanea  voluntate  in  sacras  ac  venerabiles  manus  Reverendi  in 
Christo  patris  et  douiini  Roberti  dei  gracia  Cicestrensis  Kpiscopi  et 
coram  eo  pure  sponte  simpliciter  et  absolute  resignavit.  Quam 
quidem  resignacionem  idem  Revercndus  pater  habita  aliquali  delibera- 
cione  admisit  tunc  ibidem.  Presentibus  excellentissimo  domino 
domino  Thoma  Comite  Surr.  et  Arundell  domino  Roberto  Pubelowe 
Canonico  ecclesie  Cicestrensis  et  aliis  in  multitudine  copiosa. 

Et  eisdem  die  et  loco  viz.  apud  Aumberle  idem  dominus  Johannes 
certioratus  quod  fuit  et  est  propter  suas  contumacias  alias  in  non 
comparendo  coram  domino  judicialiter  contractas  et  propter  violenciam 
per  ipsum  contra  libertates  ecclesie  sue  Cicestrensis  commissam  ex- 
communicatus  et  sic  publice  denunciatus  per  biennium  et  amplius 
elapsum  humiliter  se  domino  Cicestrensi  submisit  et  beneficium 
absolucionis  petiit,  unde  dictus  Reverendus  pater  in  presencia  dictorum 


Str: 


publicly  there  in  the  great  chamber  one  Sir  John  Napper,  otherwise 
called  Lemyngton  Chaplain  of  the  Chantry  or  Chapel  in  the  Castle 
of  Pevensey,  wishing,  as  he  asserted,  and  being  anxious  to  be  entirely 
discharged  from  the  care,  burden  and  rule  of  the  said  Chantry  or 
Chapel,  not  induced,  as  he  said,  by  force,  craft  or  fraud  to  this,  but  of 
his  own  mere  free  and  spontaneous  will,  resigned  this  same  Chantry 
or  Chapel  into  the  sacred  and  venerable  hands  of  the  Reverend 
Father  and  lord  in  Christ  Lord  Robert  by  the  grace  of  Grod  Bishop 
of  Chichester  and  in  his  presence  purely,  freely,  simply  and  abso- 
lutely. Which  resignation  the  same  Eeverend  Father,  after  some 
deliberation  bad,  admitted  then  and  there.  Being  present  the  most 
excellent  lord,  Lord  Thomas,  Earl  of  Surrey  and  Arundel,  Sir  Robert 
Pubelowe  Canon  of  the  Church  of  Chichester  and  others  in  copious 
numbers. 

And  at  the  same  time  and  place,  namely  at  Amberley  the  same  Sir 
John  being  informed  that,  on  account  of  his  contumacies  at  other 
times  contracted  judicially,  in  not  appearing  before  the  lord,  and  on 
account  of  violence  committed  by  him  against  the  liberties  of  his 
Church  of  Chichester,  he  was  and  is  excommunicated  and  so  publicly 
denounced  for  two  years  and  more  passed — humbly  submitted  him- 
self to  the  lord  of  Chichester  and  begged  the  benefit  of  absolution. 
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doininorum  Coinitis  et  R[oberti]  Pfubelowe]  commisit  vices  potes- 
tatem  et  auctoritatem  suas  domino  Johanni  Fogell  tunc  vicario  de 
Aumberle  ad  absul  vend  urn  eum.  Qui  quidem  vicarius  ipsum  dominum 
Johannem  Napper  prestito  primitus  per  eum  jiiraniento  de  stando 
mandatis  ecclesie  et  de  peragendo  penitenciam  sibi  pro  commissis 
injungendam  in  Capella  manerii  de  Aumberle  tunc  absolvebat. 
Presentibus  tunc  ibidem  dominis  Edmundo  Webbele  Rectore  de  Est 
Waltham  Johanne  Brevves  Vicario  de  Fyndon  et  Johanne  Atte 
Watyr  CapeJlano  et  J.  Blounbam. 

XII.    [An  admission.     The  retiring  Incumbent  cancelled  certain 
appeals  made  against  bis  removal.] 
Ecclesia  de  Fokyngton.    [fo.  137  v.~] 
Item  secundo  die  meusis  Julii  loco  et  anno  domini  supradictis 
[Stratham,  1410]  admissus  fuit  et  institutus  dominus  Johannes  Kyng 
presbiter  ad  ecclesiam  paroehialem  de  Fokyngton  Cicestrensis  diocesis 
vacantem  in  presencia  domini  Johannis  Hethe  ultimi  incumbentis  in 
eadem  vacantem  (sic).    Ad  quam  per  nobilem  dominum  dominum 
Thomam  dominum  de  la  Warr  verum  ejusdem  ecclesie  de  Fokyngton 
predicte  patronum  presentatus  existit  Rector  institutus  est  canonice. 
.  .  .  .  Scriptumque  fuit  Archidiacono  Lewensi  et  ipsius  officiali  ad 


Whereupon  the  said  Reverend  Father  in  the  presence  of  the  said 
lord  the  Earl  and  Robert  Pubelowe  committed  his  office,  power  and 
authority  to  Sir  John  Fogell  then  Vicar  of  Amberley  to  absolve  him. 
Which  Vicar  then  absolved  Sir  John  Napper  in  the  Chapel  of 
Amberley  Manor,  be  having  first  given  his  oath  to  abide  by  the 
commands  of  the  Church  and  to  perform  such  penance  as  might  be 
enjoined  to  him  for  his  faults.  Present  then  and  there  Sir  Edmund 
Webbele  Rector  of  East  Waltham,  John  Brewes  Vicar  of  Findon  and. 
John  Attewater  Chaplain  and  J.  Blounham. 

Church  of  Folkington.  [to.  137  v.] 
12.  Also  on  July  2nd  in  the  place  and  year  above-said  Sir  John 
Kyng,  Priest,  was  admitted  and  instituted  to  the  Parish  Church  of  Folk- 
ington Dio.  Chich.  vacant  in  the  presence  of  Sir  John  Hethe  last 
incumbent  in  the  same.  To  which  he  is  presented  by  the  noble  lord 
Lord  Thomas  Lord  De  la  Warr  the  true  patron  of  the  aforesaid 
Church  of  Fokyngton  and  was  instituted  canonically  as  Rector  .... 
and  instruction  was  sent  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Lewes  and  his  official 
to  iuduct,    Which  John  Hethe  there  before  the  Lord  [Bishop]  in  the 
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inducendum  qui  quidem  Johannes  Hethe  ibidem  coram  domino  in 
capella  manerii  sui  de  Stratham  renunciavit  omnibus  appellacionibul 
per  eum  qualitercunque  iuterpositis  per  eundem  ad  Sedem  Apos- 
tolicam  et  ad  Curiam  tie  Arcubus  interposite  a  sententia  privacionii 
late  per  magisl ruin  Galfridum  Salle  commissarium  domini  in  ea  parte 
specialem.  Presentibus  tune  ibidem  magistro  Johanne  Depyna 
Thoma  Malle  clerieo  Nicholao  Selewyn  et  Johanne  Blounham  notariis 
publicis,  [ndictione  xv  Pontificatus  Johannis  xxiij  Anno  primo. 

XIII.    [Episcopal  protestation  in  a  case  of  doubtful  resignation.] 
Protestacio.    [fo.  114.] 

In  Dei  nomine.  Amen.  Nos  Robertus  permissione  divina  Cices- 
trensis  Episcopus  dieimus  et  protestamur  in  hiis  scriptis  quod  non 
est  voluntatis  nostre  Canonicatum  in  ecclesia  nostra  Cieestrensi  et 
prebendam  de  Fytelworth  in  eadem  alicui  conferre  nisi  quatenus 
vacent,  et  eorum  collacio  ad  nos  pertineat  hac  vice,  et  nisi  conferre 
poterimus  absque  juris  alieni  ac  sedis  Apostolice  prejudicio  et  offensa 
ac  censurarum  quarumcunque  penalium  incursu  et  non  aliter.  Pre- 
sentibus tunc  ibidem  Willelmo  Malpas  Reetore  de  Abyngeworth 
Wynton  et  Edmundo  Webbele  Capellano  Herfordensi  et  J.  Blounham 
Lincoln.  Diocesis  testibus  ad  premissa  vocatis. 


Chapel  of  his  Manor  of  Stratham  cancelled  all  appellations  interposed 
by  him  in  any  way  to  the  Apostolic  See  and  one  interposed  by  him 
to  the  Court  of  Arches  from  the  sentence  of  deprivation  passed  by 
Master  Geoffrey  Salle  special  Commissary  of  the  lord  for  that  purpose. 
Being  present  then  and  there  Mr.  John  Depyng,  Thomas  Malle  Clerk, 
Nicholas  Selevvyn  and  John  Blounham,  Notaries  public.  In  the  loth 
Indiction,  in  the  first  year  of  the  Pontificate  of  John  xxnnd. 

Protestation. 

13.  In  the  name  of  God.  Amen.  We  Robert,  by  divine  permission 
Bishop  of  Chichester,  say  and  protest  in  this  writing  that  it  is  not 
our  wish  to  confer  a  Canonry  in  our  Church  of  Chichester  and  the 
prebend  of  Eytelworth  in  the  same  upon  anyone  except  in  so  far  as 
they  are  vacant,  and  as  their  collation  belongs  to  us  for  this  turn,  and 
unless  we  can  confer  them  without  prejudice  and  offence  of  another's 
right  and  of  the  Apostolic  See,  and  without  incurring  any  kind  of 
penal  censures,  and  not  otherwise.  Being  present  then  and  there 
William  Malpas  Rector  of  Abyngeworth,  Winchester  [Diocese]  and 
Edmund  Webbele  Chaplain  of  Hereford  and  J.  Blounham  of  Lincoln 
summoned  as  witnesses  to  the  premisses. 
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XIV.    [Letter  from  the  Chapter  of  York  in  the  absence  of  the  Arch- 
bishop to  the  Bishop  of  Chichester  on  an  exchange.] 
Prebenda  de  Halughton.  Permutacio.    Prebenda  de  Stone,   [fo.  114.] 

Venerabiii  in  Christo,  patri  ac  domino  domino  Roberto  dei  gracia 
Cicestrensi  Episcopo  Capitulum  Ecclesie  Cathedralis  Eboracensis 
decano13  ejusdem  in  remotis  agente  ac  sede  Archiepiscopali  ejnsdem 
vacanteu  reverencias  et  honores  tanto  patri.  Commissionis  vestre 
literas  nuper  recepimus  in  hec  verba.  Robertus  permissione  divina 
Cicestrensis  Episcopns  venerabiii  et  magne  discrecionis  viro  domino 
Custodi  spiritualitatis  Archiepiscopatus  Eboracensis  ipsa  sede  jam 
vacante  sahitem  in  omnium  Salvatore.  Cum  dilecti  nobis  in  Christo 
domini  Willelniiis  Agliton  prebendarius  prebende  de  Stone  in  libera 
capella  Regia  de  Hastyng  nostre  et  Johannes  Messager  prebendarius 
prebende  de  Halughton  in  ecclesia  collegiata  de  Suthwell  Eboracensis 
diocesis  aff'ectant  ut  asserunt  sua  hujusmodi  beneficia  adinvicein  dum 
tamen  consensus  et  auctoritas  eorum  quorum  interest  in  hac  parte 
interveniant  canonice  permutare  Nos  variis  et  arduis  impediti 
negociis  quominus  dicte  permutacionis  expedicioni  insistere  valeamus  ad 


Prebend  of  Halughton.    Exchange.    Prebend  of  Stone. 

14.  To  the  venerable  Eather  and  Lord  in  Christ,  Lord  Robert  by 
the  grace  of  God  Bishop  of  Chichester  the  Chapter  of  the  Cathedral 
Church  of  York,  the  Dean  being  occupied  at  a  distance,  and  the 
Archiepiscopal  See  of  the  same  being  vacant  [render]  the  reverence 
and  honour  [due]  to  so  great  a  Eather.    We  have  lately  received 
your  letters  of  commission  in  these  words.    Robert  etc.,  to  the  vener- 
able and  very  discreet  man  the  Lord  Warden  of  the  Spirituality  of 
I  the  Archbishopric  of  York  being  now  vacant  health  in  the  Saviour  of 
j  all.    Whereas  our  beloved  in  Christ  Sir  William  Aghton  Prebendary 
I  of  the  Prebend  of  Stone  in  the  Royal  free  Chapel  of  Hastings  in  our 
j  own  and  John  Messager  Prebendary  of  the  Prebend  of  Halughton 
j  in  the  Collegiate  Church  of  Southwell  of  York  Diocese  are  desirous 
'  as  they  assert  to  exchange  canonically  with  one  another  these  their 
j  benefices,  provided  the  consent  and  authority  of   those  who  are 
1  interested  in  this  matter  meet  them,  we  being  hindered  by  various 
j  and  arduous  business  from  paying  attention  to  the  expedition  of  the 

13  Thomas  Langley  or  Longley,  Dean  of  York,  was  elected  Archbishop  of 
(  York  1405,  but  this  election  was  set  aside  by  the  Pope.  He  was  consecrated  to 
i  Durham  1406. 

14  See  footnotes  to  the  next  article, 
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audiendum  exaniinandum  el  plenarie  discutiendum  causae  et 
negocium  permutacionie  predicte  ipsisque  causis  veris  et  Legitimit 
inventis  approbandi  easdem  dictam  quoque  permutacionem  auctori- 
zandi  neonon  recepta  per  voe  rice  ef  auctoritate  aoetris  resignacioni 
dicti  douiini  Willelini  de  prebenda  de  stone  predicta  prefatuq 
dominum  JohanncMn  Messager  ad  eandem  ad  quam  per  excels 
lentissimum  in  Christo  principem  et  dominum  nostrum  dominum 
Heuricum  dei  gracia  Regem  Anglie  et  Francie  et  dominum  Hibernie 
IUustrem  vernm  ipsius  prebende  de  Stone  patronum  per  modum 
et  ex  causa  permutacionis  nobis  presentatus  existit  admittendiini 
ipsumque  prebendarium  ex  causa  permutacionis  hujusmodi  canonice 
instituendum  in  eadem  Ceteraque  omnia  et  singula  faciendum  ex- 
aminandum  el  expediendum  que  in  dicte  permutacionis  negocid 
necessaria  fuerint  seu  quomodolibet  oportuna  Inductione  ipsius 
domini  Johannis  in  corporalem  possessionem  prebende  de  Stone 
predicte  et  ejus  obedencia  canonic  a  nobis  specialiter  reservatis-vobis 
committimus  vices  nostras  Attente  Rogantes  quatinus  onus  com- 
missionis  nostre  in  vos  si  placeat  acceptantes  nos  de  toto  processu 
vestro  coram  vobis  in  hac  parte  habendo  dicto  negocio  expedito 
certificare  valetis15  literis  A^estris  patentibus  harum  seriem  continen- 


said  exchange  commit  to  you  our  office  for  hearing,  examining  and 
fully  discussing  the  reasons  and  business  of  the  aforesaid  exchange 
and  the  causes  being  found  true  and  lawful  for  approving  the  same, 
also  for  authorizing  the  said  exchange,  and  in  our  place  and  by  our 
authority  the  resignation  of  the  said  Sir  William  of  the  Prebend  of 
Stone  aforesaid  having  been  received  by  you,  that  you  should  institute 
the  aforesaid  Sir  John  Messager  in  the  same  to  which  he  is  presented 
to  us  by  the  most  excellent  prince  and  Lord  in  Christ  our  illustrious 
Lord  Henry  by  Grod's  grace  King  of  England  and  France  and  Lord 
of  Ireland  the  true  Patron  of  the  Prebend  of  Stone  by  way  and  for 
the  reason  of  exchange  and  admit  him  canonically  as  Prebendary  in 
the  same  by  reason  of  the  exchange,  and  that  you  should  do,  examine 
and  further  the  several  things  which  in  the  business  of  the  said 
exchange  shall  be  necessary  or  in  any  respect  fitting,  the  Induction 
of  Sir  John  himself  into  the  corporal  possession  of  the  Prebend  of 
Stone  and  his  canonical  obedience  being  specially  reserved  to  us, 
earnestly  asking  that  taking  the  burden  of  our  commission  upon  you 
if  you  please  you  may  be  able  to  certify  us,  when  the  said  business 
has  been  expedited,  concerning  your  whole  process  to  be  conducted 
before  you  in  this  respect  by  your  letters  patent  containing  the 

15  (Sic)  ?  valeatis. 
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tibus  sigillo  autentico  consignatis.  Data  in  hospicio  nostro  London  sub 
sigillo  nostro  quarto  die  mensis  Aprilis  Anno  domini  Millesimo  ccccrao 
sexto  et  nostre  translaeionis  anno  deciuio.  Nos  ergo  tarn  vestra  nobis 
in  hac  parte  commissa  quam  nostra  auctoritate  ordinaria  in  hujusmod 
permutacionis  negocio  legitime  procedentes  audivimus  examinavimus 
et  plenarie  discussimua  causas  et  negocium  permutacionis  predicte 
ipsisque  causis  veris  et  legitimis  inventis  approbavimus  easdem  dictam 
quoque  permutacionem  auctorizavitnus  necnon  recepta  per  nos  vice  et 
auctoritate  vestris  resignacione  dicti  domini  Willelmi  de  prebenda  de 
Stone  predicta  prefatum  dominum  Johannem  ad  eandem  ad  quam 
per  excellentissimum  (ut  ante)  verum  ipsius  prebende  patronum  ut 
asseritur  vobis  extitit  presentatus  admisimus  ipsumque  prebendarium 
dicte  prebende  ex  causa  permutacionis  predicte  eisdem  vice  et  auctori- 
tate vestris  investivimus  realiter  de  eadem.  Ceteraque  omnia  et 
singula  t'eciinus  et  expedivimus  que  in  dicte  permutacionis  negocio 
necessaria  fueriut  vel  eciam  oportuna.  Inductione  tamen  ipsius 
domini  Johannis  in  corporalem  possessionem  dicte  prebende  de  Stone 
et  ejus  canonica  obediencia  vobis  specialiter  reservatis.  Que  omnia  et 
singula  vobis  saltern  hac  vice  ad  instaneiam  vestri  ro garni nis  innotes- 
cimus  per  presentes  sigillo  nostro  pendente  signatas.  Data  in  Capi- 
tulo  nostro  Eboracensi  xvij0  die  mensis  Aprilis  Anno  domini  supradicto. 
Et  subsequenter  xviij0  die  Julii    apud   Aumberle   idem  dominus 


course  of  the  matter  and  sealed  with  an  authentic  seal.    Given  in  our 

lodging  in  London  under  our  seal,  April  4th,  140G,  and  in  the  10th 

year  of  our  Translation. 

We  therefore  as  well  as  by  your  authority  entrusted  to  us  in  this 

respect  as  by  our  ordinary  authority  proceeding  lawfully  in  the 

business  of  this  exchange  have  heard  examined  and  fully  discussed 
I  the  reasons  :md  business  of  the  aforesaid  exchange,  and  having 

found  them  lawful  have  approved  the  same,  and  have  also  autho- 
\  rized  the  said  exchange,  and  having  received  in  your  place  and  by 

your  authority  the  resignation  by  the  said  Sir  William  of  the 
;  Prebend  of  Stone  aforesaid  have  admitted  to  the  same  in  your 
!  place  and  by  your  authority  the  aforesaid  Sir  William  to  which 

he  is  presented,  as  it  is  asserted,  by  the  most  excellent  [etc. 

as  above]  and  have  invested  him  really  as  Prebendary  of  the 
Isaid  Prebend  by  reason  of  the  aforesaid  exchange  and  we  have 
'done  and  furthered  [etc.  as  above]  the  induction  however  .  .  .  being 
j  specially  reserved  to  you.  All  and  each  of  which  things  on  this  occasion 
fat  the  instance  of  your  request  we  make  known  to  you  by  these 
'presents  signed  with  our  pendent  seal.  Given  in  our  Chapter  at 
I  York  April  17th  the  year  abovesaid.    And  subsequent^  on  July  18th 
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Johannes  Meesager  prestitii  domino  obedienciam.  Scriptumque  fuit 
A  rchidiacono  Lewensi  vcl  ipsiua  official]  ad  inducendum  cum  ve\ 
Nicholaum  Selewyn  Juniorem  procuratorem  Bnum  in  corporalem 
possessionem  prebende  do  Stone  predicte. 

XV.    [Letter  to  the  Bishop  from  the  Archbishop  of  York  on  ad 
exchange  with  the  Bishojp's  action  thereon.] 

Collacio  })rebende  de  Ferles.  [fo.  110  v.~] 
Reverendo  in  Christo  patri  ac  domino  domino  Roberto  dei  gracia 
Cicestrensi  Episcopo  Robertus  Hallum  permissione  divina  Eboral 
censis  Archiepiscopus16  et  Apostolice  sedis  legatus  salutem  et  fraternam 
in  domino  caritatem.  Literas  vestras  nuper  recepimus  in  liee  verba. 
Robertus  permissione  divina  Cicestrensis  Episcopus  dilectis  nobis  in 
Christo  magistris  Roberto  Hallum  Archidiacono  Cantuarensi17  et 
Symoni  Sydenham  Archidiacono  Barks,  salutem  graciam  et  bene- 
dictionem.  Canonicatum  in  ecclesia  nostra  Cicestrensi  et  prebendam 
de    Ferles   in    eaclem    cum    ipsam  prebendam   per  resignacionem 


at  Amberley  the  said  Sir  John  Messager  tendered  obedience  to  the 
lord,  and  instructions  were  sent  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Lewes  or  his 
official  to  induct  him  or  Nicholas  Selewyn  junior  his  proctor  into 
corporal  possession  of  the  Prebend  of  Stone  aforesaid. 

Collation  of  the  Prebend  of  Eerles. 
15.  To  the  Reverend  Father  and  lord  in  Christ  Lord  Robert  by  the 
grace  of  God  Bishop  of  Chichester  Robert  Hallum  by  Divine  per 
mission  Archbishop  of  York  and  Legate  of  the  Apostolic  See  health 
and  brotherly  love  in  the  Lord.  We  have  lately  received  your  letter 
in  these  words.  Robert  by  Divine  permission  Bishop  of  Chichester 
to  our  beloved  in  Christ  Masters  Robert  Hallum  Archdeacon  of 
Canterbury  and  Symon  Sydenham,  Archdeacon  of  Berkshire  health,! 
grace  and  benediction.  A  canonry  in  our  Church  of  Chichester  and 
the  Prebend  of  Ferles  in  the  same  since  it  happens  that  this  Prebend 
is  vacant  through  the  resignation  or  dimission  of  the  discreet  man 

1S  After  the  execution  of  Archbishop  Scrope  in  June  1405  the  Pope  had  nomin 
ated  Hallam  to  the  Archbishopric  of  York,  but  the  Kiug  objecting,  the  appointment; 
was  not  carried  out.    Bowet  was  translated  from  Bath  and  Wells  to  York  toward 
the  end  of  1407.    Hallam  was  made  Bishop  of  Salisbury  by  a  bull  of  Gregory  XII 
dated  June  22,  1407.    He  died  during  the  Council  of  Constance,  September,  1417 

17  Hallam  became  Archdeacon  of  Canterbury  1400,  Chancellor  of  the  University 
of  Oxford  1403,    In  the  summer  of  1406  he  went  to  live  in  Rome. 
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sive  dimissionem  discreti  viri  domini  "Willelmi  Petteworth  pre- 
bendarii  dicte  prebende  vel  aliter  qualitercunque  vacare  contigerit 
discreto  viro  magistro  Johanni  Launce  conferendum  et  sibi  pro- 
videndum  de  eisdem  Ipsumque  magistrum  Johannem  investiendurn 
canonice  in  eisdem  Ipsius  Magistri  Johannis  inductione  in  corporalem 
possessionem  dictorum  canonicatus  et  prebende  ac  jurium  et  perti- 
nencium  suorum  universorum  et  ejus  obediencia  canonica  nobis 
specialiter  reservatis  vobis  conjunctim  et  utrique  vestrum  divisim 
committimus  vices  nostras  et  plenam  tenore  presentium  concedimus 
protestateni.  In  cujus  rei  testimonium  sigillum  nostrum  presentibus 
est  appensum.  Data  in  hospicio  nostro  London  decimo  die  mensis 
Junii  anno  domini  millesimo  cccc™0  sexto  et  nostre  translaeionis  anno 
deciino.  Quar um  lite raruxn  vigore  et  auctoritate  Canonicatum  ecclesie 
Cicestrensis  et  prebendam  de  Ferles  in  eadem  quos  nuper  obtinuit 
dominus  Willelmus  Petteworth  vacantes  per  assecutionem  canonicam 
Canonicatus  et  prebende  de  Sutton  auctoritate  ordinaria  sibi  collatorum 
lactam  in  persona  ejusdein  Willelmi  Petteworth.  in  eadem  Ecclesia 
venerabili  viro  Magistro  Johanni  Launce  in  super  memorata  com- 
missione  nominato  contulimus  cum  plenitudine  juris  canonici  ac 
suis  juribus  et  pertinenciis  universis  Ipsumque  magistrum  Launce 
Canonicum  Ecclesie  Cicestrensis  predicte  et  prebendarium  prefate 
prebende  de  Ferles  in  eadem  instituimus  et  per  burreti  nostri  imposi- 


William  Petteworth  Prebendary  of  the  said  Prebend,  or  in  any  other 
way  we  commit  to  you  jointly  and  to  each  of  you  separately  our  place 
and  full  power  by  the  tenor  of  these  presents  for  conferring  and  making 
provision  for  the  same  on  the  discreet  man  Master  John  Launce  and 
for  investing  Master  John  canonically  in  the  same,  the  induction  of 
Master  John  into  the  possession  of  the  said  Canonry  and  Prebend 
and  of  all  their  rights  and  appurtenances  and  his  Canonical  obedience 
being  specially  reserved  to  us.  In  testimony  whereof  our  seal  is 
attached  to  these  presents.  Griven  in  our  lodging  in  London  June  10, 
1406  and  in  the  10th  year  of  our  translation.  By  the  force  and 
authority  of  which  letters  we  have  conferred  a  Cauonry  of  the  Church 
of  Chichester  and  the  Prebend  of  Ferles  in  the  same  which  Sir 
William  Petteworth  lately  held,  vacant  by  his  Canonical  appointment 
to  the  Canonry  and  Prebend  of  Sutton  conferred  on  him  by  ordinary 
authority  made  in  the  person  of  the  said  William  Petteworth,  on  the 
venerable  man  Master  John  Launce  named  in  the  above-mentioned 
commission  with  the  fulness  of  canonical  law  and  all  its  rights  and 
appurtenances,  and  we  have  instituted  Master  John  Launce  as  Canon 
of  the  aforesaid  Church  of  Chichester  and  Prebendary  of  the  afore- 
said Prebend  of  Ferles  in  the  same  and  have  invested  him  canonically 
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cionem  capiti  mho  investiyimue  canonice  de  eisdem  inductione  sua  in 
corporalem  possessionem  dictorum  canonicatus  ct  prebende  de  Ferlea 
cjiiH(jue  canonica  obediencia  secuudun  exigenciam  commissionis  ante- 
dicte  restre  Reverende  paternitati  specialiter peservatis.  In  eujus  rei 
testimonium  quia  sigillum  nostrum  magnum  admanus  non  habemiis 
privatum  nostrum  signetum  presentibus  apponi  fecimus.  Datum 
Koine  in  liospicio  habitacionis  nostre  in  Regione  parionis  xvj"  die 
mensis  Novcmbris  anno  domini  millesimo  ccccmo  sexto  et  nostre 
consccrationis  anno  primo. 

XVI.    [An  application  for  conditional  admission.] 
Ecclesia  de  Mechyng.    [fo.  153.] 

Mem.  quod  vicesimo  primo  die  mensis  loco  et  anno  domini  supra- 
scriptis  (Aldyngbourne,  December,  1412)  dominus  Johannes  Everard 
Rector  ecclesie  parochialis  de  Excete  de  novo  ad  ecclesiam  parochialem 
de  Mechyng  presentatus  petiit  se  vigore  presentacionis  hujusmodi  ad 
ipsam  ecclesiam  de  Mechyng  admitti  si  et  quatenus  de  facto  et  de 
jure  vacaret  et  non  aliter.  Protestans  quod  si  in  futurum  sibi 
constare  posset  ipsam  ecclesiam  adtunc  non  vacare  ut  asseritur  quod 


in  the  same  by  the  imposition  of  our  biretta  on  his  head,  his  induction 
into  corporal  possession  of  the  said  ....  etc.,  and  his  canonical 
obedience  according  to  the  exigency  of  your  aforesaid  commission 
being  specially  reserved  to  your  Reverend  paternity. 

In  testimony  whereof  because  we  have  not  our  great  seal  at  hand 
we  cause  our  private  signet  to  be  attached  to  these  presents.  Given 
at  Rome  in  the  lodging  of  our  dwelling  in  the  region  of  Pario,18 
November  16th,  1406,  and  in  the  first  year  of  our  consecration. 

16.  Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  21st  day  of  the  month  in  the  place 
and  year  aforesaid  Sir  John  Everard  Rector  of  the  Parish  Church 
of  Excete  newly  presented  to  the  Parish  Church  of  Mechyng  [New- 
haven]  begged  that  on  the  strength  of  this  presentation  he  might 
be  admitted  to  the  Church  of  Mechyng,  if  and  so  far  as  it  was 
actually  and  lawfully  vacant  and  not  otherwise,  protesting  that  if 
in  the  future  it  should  become  clear  to  him  that  the  Church  at  that 

18  A  district  called  Concha  Parionis,  situated  between  the  Circus  of  Alexander 
(Piazza  Navona)  and  the  Theatre  of  Pompeius,  is  mentioned  in  the  Codex  Urbis 
Romae  Topographicus  (Car.  Lud.  Urliehs,  Wiceburgi  1871)  and  in  other 
authorities  of  the  12th  Century.  See  Nardini,  Boma  Antica,  ed.  Nibby  .... 
iii  35. 
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dictam  ecclesiam  suam  de  Excete  libere  retinere  vellet  hujusmodi 
presentacione  et  admissione  non  obstantibus  et  pro  nullis  habitis. 
Unde  facta  rnodo  simili  per  dominum  protestaeione  [quod]  non  erat 
intentionis  sue  ipsum  Johanuem  ad  dictam  ecclesiam  admit tere  nisi 
quatenus  vacaret  &c.  ipsum  ad  eandem  ecclesiam  admisit  et  Rectorem 
instituit  &c.  Scriptumque  fuit  Archidiacono  Leweusi  vel  ipsius 
Officiali  ad  iuducendum. 

XVII.  [An  admission  after  inquisition  as  to  title.] 
Ecclesia  de  Grofham.  [fo.  133.] 
Memorandum  quod  sexto  die  mensis  novembris  anno  domini 
supradicto  [1409]  apud  Aumberle  dominus  comes  Arundell  presentavit 
Lodiwicum  .Tobannem  de  Portugalia  clericum  ad  ecclesiam  parochialem 
de  Grofham  Cicestrensis  diocesis  vacantem  et  ad  suam  presentacionem 
spectantem  ut  dicit.  Unde  scriptum  fuit  xxj°  die  ejusdem  mensis 
Novembris  magistro  Collegii  AruDdell  et  officiali  Archidiaconi  Cices- 
trensis ad  inquirendum,  et  si  inquisitio  capta  fecerit  pro  jure  presen- 
tantis  et  presentati  ipsum  tunc  ad  admittendum  instituendum  et 
inducendum  et  obedienciam  recipiendum  cum  omnibus  aliis  clausulis 
necessaris  et  consuetis.     Quiquidem   Magister  Collegii  certificavit 


time  was  not  vacant,  as  asserted,  that  then  he  wished  freely  to  retain 
his  said  Church  of  Excete,  this  presentation  and  admission  notwith- 
standing, and  being  held  as  null.  Whereupon  a  like  protestation 
being  made  by  the  lord  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  admit  John 
to  the  said  Church  except  so  far  as  it  was  vacant  &c.  he  admitted  him 
to  the  same  Church  and  instituted  him  as  Kector  &c,  and  an  order 
was  written  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Lewes  or  his  official  for  the  in- 
duction.19 

Church  of  Grofham.  [Graffham.] 
17.  Be  it  remembered  that  on  November  6th  in  the  year  above 
said  [1409]  at  Amberley  the  lord  Earl  of  Arundel  presented  Lodiwic 
John  of  Portugal  clerk  to  the  Parish  Church  of  Grofham  vacant  and 
belonging  to  his  presentation  as  he  says.  Accordingly  a  writing  was 
sent  on  the  21st  of  the  same  month  to  the  Master  of  the  College  of 
Arundel  and  to  the  official  of  the  Archdeacon  of  Chichester  to  make 
enquiry  and  if  the  inquisition  then  taken  should  make  for  the  right 
of  the  presenter  and  the  presented  then  to  admit,  institute  and 
induct  him  and  to  receive  his  obedience  with  all  other  necessary  and 
accustomed  clauses.    Which  Master  of  the  College  certified  that  Sir 

19  On  January  25th  another  admission  to  Excete  look  place, 
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dominum  Lodiwicum  ad  prefatam  ecclesiam  admissum  fuisse  apud 
Arundel]  yicesimo  secundo  die  <li<-ti  mensis  Novembris  ac  prestita  per 
ipsum  obediencia  canonica  xxiij  die  ejusdem  mensfa  inductum  I'im'shc 
in  corporalem  possessionem  ejusdem  ecclesie  cum  suis  juribus  et  per- 
tinenciis  univer.siH. 

XVI.II.    [^tirement  °i  a  worn-out  Vicar.] 

;  Deputacio  coadjutoris.    [fo.  14.] 

Robertas  permissione  etc.  Dilecto  nobis  in  Christo  filio  domino 
Johanni  Brewes  capellano  salutem  graciam  et  benedictionem.  Quia 
fama  publica  ac  facti  notoriatate  que  nulla  tergiversacione  celari 
poterint  nobis  multipliciter  referentibus  comperimus  quod  dominus 
Johannes  Don  mo  we  vicarius  ecclesie  parochialis  de  Fyndon  nostre 
diocesis  gravibus  et  diversis  infirmitatibus  et  precipue  surditatis 
morbo  per  plures  annos  continue  et  irremediabiliter  laboravit  prout 
nunc  notorie  laborat  adeo  quod  animarum  cure  sibi  in  eadem  ecclesia 
commisse  ipsius  ecclesie  regimen  in  spiritualibus  et  temporalibus 
inutilis  redditur  jam  omnino  nos  dicte  ecclesie  et  animarum  cure  in 
eadem  imminenti  [  ?  ruine]  ac  ipsius  Johannis  statui  providere 
volentes  de  tuis  fidelitate  et  circumspecta  industria  fiduciam  in 
domino  reportantes  pleniorem.     Te  predicto  Johanni  coadjutorem 


Lodiwic  had  been  admitted  at  Arundel  on  the  22nd  of  the  said  month 
of  Xovember  and  that,  Canonical  obedience  having  been  tendered  by 
him  on  the  23rd  of  the  said  month,  he  had  been  inducted  into 
corporal  possession  of  the  same  Church  with  all  its  rights  and 
appurtenances. 

The  appointment  of  a  coadjutor  (Curate-in-Charge). 

18.  Robert,  by  div  ine  permission  &c.  to  our  beloved  son  in  Christ  ISir 
John  Brewes,  Chaplain,  health,  grace  and  benediction.  Because  by 
public  rumour,  and  the  notoriety  of  the  fact  which  by  no  subterfuge 
can  be  concealed  reporting  it  in  many  ways  that  Sir  John  Dunmowe 
Vicar  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Findon  in  our  Diocese  has  been 
afflicted  through  many  years  continually  and  incurably  with  severe 
and  diverse  infirmities  and  particularly  with  the  complaint  of  deafness 
as  he  is  now  notoriously  afflicted,  so  that  he  is  now  rendered  altogether 
useless  for  the  cure  of  souls  entrusted  to  him  in  the  same  Church  as 
to  rule  in  spirituals  and  temporals.  We  regarding  the  said  Church 
and  the  cure  of  souls  in  the  same  and  wishing  to  make  provision  for 
the  condition  of  John  himself  bearing  a  very  full  trust  in  the  Lord  in  [ 
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depiitamus  et  administracionem  dicte  ecclesie  in  spiritualibus  ct 
temporalibus  tibi  in  forma  juris  committimus  per  presentes.  Proviso 
quod  ealculuin  et  raciocinium  iidele  de  ibidem  per  te  recipiendis 
let  administrandis  bonis  ejusdem  ecclesie  nobis  seu  deputandis  a 
nobis  reddas  cum  super  hoc  per  nos  fueris  legitime  requisitus. 
Quodque  de  ipsius  ecclesie  proventibus  hujusmodi  eidem  Johanni 
competenter  in  vite  et  corporis  necessariis  juxta  ipsius  vicarie 
facultates  interim  per  te  provideatur.  Mandantes  et  firmiter 
jinjungentes  quibuscunque  ipsius  ecclesie  parochianis  ac  omnibus  et 
jsingulis  subditis  nostris  ut  tibi  tauquam  curatori  et  coadjutori  prefati 
vicarii  et  ecclesie  obediant  et  intendant  cum  favore.  Datum  in 
inanerio  nostro  de  Duryngwyk  decimo  die  mensis  Aprilis  anno  dni. 
Millesimo  cccc"10  quinto  et  nostre  translacionis  anno  nono. 

XIX.  [Assignment  of  a  pension  on  resignation.] 
Bygenenere.  Ordinacio.  [f.  72.] 
Item  Xn10  die  mensis  Marcii  anno  domini  supradicto  [1398]  apud 
Aumberle  admissus  fuit  dominus  Thomas  Squyer  Capellanus  ad 
ecclesiam  parochialem  de  Bygenenere  vacantem  per  liberam  resigna- 
tionem  domini  Willelmi  Combere  ultimi  Rectoris  ejusdem  occasione 
iuipotentie  et  etatis  senilis  corporis  sui  in  manibus  venerabilis  patris 


thy  fidelity  and  circumspect  industry  depute  thee  as  a  coadjutor  to 

the  aforesaid  John,   and  commit  to  thee  in  legal  form  bv  these 

.        .        .  .  . 

;  presents  the  administration  of  the  said  Church  in  spirituals  and 

temporals.    Provided  that  thou  give  a  faithful  account  and  reckoning 

|  of  the  goods  of  the  same  Church  to  be  received  and  administered  by 
thee  there  to  us  or  our  deputies  when  thou  art  lawfully  requested  by 

; us  on  this  matter;  and  that  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  Church  a 
competent  provision  be  made  by  thee  for  John  in  the  necessaries  of 

'life  and  bodily  support  in  proportion  to  the  capabilities  of  the  Vicar- 
age.   We  command  and  strictly  enjoin  on  all  the  parishioners  of  the 

,Church  and  all  those  under  us  that  they  give  obedience  and  favourable 
respect  to  thee  as  to  the  curate  and  coadjutor  of  the  aforesaid  Vicar 
md  Church.    Given  in  our  manor  of  Duryngwyk,  April  LOlh,  1405, 

jiiid  in  the  ninth  year  of  our  translation. 

Bignor.    An  appointment. 
19.  Also  on  March  10th  in  the  year  above  said  L39|  at  Amberley 
*vas  admitted  Sir  Thomas  Squyer  Chaplain  to  the  Parish  Church 
>i  Bignor,  vacant  through  the   free    resignation    of  Mir  William 
Combere  last  Rector  of  the  same  made  into  the  hands  of  the  venerable 
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Factam  ad  presentacionem  Religiosorum  rirorum  Prion's  et  ConventuJ 
de  Lewes  verorum  dicte  ccclcsic  patronorum  et  Elector  institutus  en 
canonice  in  eadem  cum  suia  juribus  et  pertinenciis  universis :  veruinj 
tamen  ne  <l ict  us  dominus  Willehnus  nuper  dicte  ecclesie  Hector 
qui  ol>  iinpotenciam  corporis  Bin  ut  premittitur  dictam  ecclesiam 
in  man i bus  dicti  venorabilis  patris  resignavit  propter  defectum 
\  id  milium  et  aliinentacionis  in  opprobrium  cleri  mendicare  cogatur, 
dictus  venerabilis  ])ater  auctoritate  sua  pontificali  ordinaria  cum 
deliberacione  debita  concurrentibus  omnibus  et  singulis  que  de 
jure  seu  consuetudine  requiruntur,  in  hac  parte  ordinavit  statuit 
et  limitavit  quod  dictus  dominus  Willehnus  de  dicte  ecclesie 
fructibus  et  proven tibus  ejusdem  tempore  vite  sue  pro  sustentatione 
et  alimentacione  liabeat  annuatim  Octo  marcas  sterlingorum  usuales 
(sic  ?  usualis)  monete  Anglicane  per  equales  porciones  ad  festa  [left 
blank]-0  per  dictum  dominum  Thomam  vel  suos  successores  dicte 
ecclesie  de  Bygenenere  Hectores  persolvendas  cum  idem  dominus 
Willehnus  nichil  aliunde  liabeat  nude  vivere  potest.  Quam  quidem 
pecunie  summam  solvere  et  de  eadem  satisfactionem  bene  et  fideliter 
dicto  domino  Willelmo  tempore  vite  sue  vel  suo  certo  procuratori  in 
hac  parte  sufiicienter  deputato  in  ecclesia  de  Bygenenere  predicta 


Father  by  occasion  of  his  bodily  infirmity  and  senile  age,  on  the 
presentation  of  the  Keligious  men  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Lewes 
true  Patrons  of  the  said  Church,  and  was  instituted  canonically  etc 
Nevertheless  lest  the  said  Sir  William  late  Hector  of  the  said  Church, 
who  on  account  of  bodily  infirmity,  as  it  is  stated  above,  has  resigned 
it  into  the  hands  of  the  said  venerable  Father  should  be  compelled  to. 
beg  through  failure  of  victuals  and  means  of  support  to  the  disgrace 
of  the  Clergy,  the  said  venerable  father  by  his  pontifical  ordinary 
authority  with  due  deliberation,  things  all  and  several  concurring 
which  in  this  regard  are  required  by  law  or  custom,  has  ordained 
appointed  and  limited  that  the  said  Sir  William  out  of  the  fruits  and 
revenues  of  the  said  Church  as  long  as  he  lives  should  have  annually 
for  his  support  and  sustenance  eight  Marks  sterling  of  the  usua 
money  of  England  to  be  paid  in  equal  portions  at  the  feasts  .  .  . 
by  the  said  Sir  Thomas  and  his  successors  Hectors  of  the  said  Church 
of  Bignor,  since  the  same  Sir  William  has  nothing  from  any 
other  source  to  live  upon.  For  the  payment  of  which  sum  of  money 
and  for  satisfaction  concerning  the  same  [to  be  made]  well  and  faith 
fully  to  the  said   Sir  William  or  to  his  sure  proctor  sufficiently 

20  probably  Lady  Day  and  Miohaeloias  but  perhaps  quarterly. 
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iinnuatim  ad  festa  supradicta  per  equales  porciones  pro  alimentacione 
et  sustentacione  suis  ut  predictum  est  tactis  sacrosanctis  evangeliis 
coram  dicto  venerabili  patre  corporate  prestitit  juramentum.  Et 
dictus  dominus  Thomas  prestitit  obedienciam  domino  et  suis  ministris 
in  Ileitis  et  canonicis  mandatis.    Scriptumque  fuit  &c. 

XX.    [Admission  of  a  Clerk  holding  a  foreign  preferment  to  an 
English  benefice  by  Papal  indult.]    [fo.  130  v.] 

Memorandum  quod  terciodecimo  die  mensis  Junii  anno  domini 
supradicto  [1409]  apud  Aumberle  admissus  fuit  dominus  Johannes 
Dalyngton  Canonicus  expresse  professus  in  prioratu  Sancte  Trinitatis 
de  Hastyng  ordinis  Saneti  Augustini  Cicestrensis  diocesis  dominique 
pape  et  sedis  apostolice  Capellanus  ac  ecclesie  parochialis  beati  Petri 
apostoli  de  Geynes  Capelleque  Sancti  Bertini  ibi  eidem  ecclesie 
annexe  Morinensis  diocesis  ad  perpetuam  vicariam  ecclesie  parochialis 
beati  Georgii  martiris  de  Crouherst  ejusdem  Cicestrensis  diocesis 
prelibate  per  mortem  domini  Willelmi  Wyhtred  ultimi  vicarii  ibidem 
vacantem.  Ad  quam  per  Beligiosos  viros  priorem  et  Conventum 
Sancte  Trinitatis  de  Hastyng  predicte  veros  ejusdem  vicarie  patronos 
presentatus  existit,   vicariusque   perpetuus   auctoritate  quorundam 


deputed  thereto  in  the  Church  of  Bignor   aforesaid  annually  on 
the  above  said  feasts  by  equal  portions  for  his  nourishment  and 
I  support  as  is  aforesaid  he    [Thomas]  touching  the  Holy  Gosj)els 
[before  the  said  venerable  Father  made  corporal  oath.    And  the  said 
Sir  Thomas  tendered  obedience  to  the  lord  and  his  ministers  in  their 
■  lawful  and  canonical  commands,  and  instructions  were  given  etc. 

20.  Be  it  remembered  that  on  June  13th  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  aforesaid  [1409]  at  Amberley  was  admitted  Sir  John  Dalyngton, 
Chaplaiu,  Canon  expressly  professed  in  the  Priory  of  Holy  Trinity, 
Hastings,  O.S.A.,  Chichester  Diocese,  and  Chaplain  of  the  lord  Pope 
and  of  the  Apostolic  See  and  [  ?  Rector  or  Vicar]  of  the  Parish 
Church  of  St.  Peter  the  Apostle  of  Guines  and  of  the  Chapel  of 
St.  Bertin  there  annexed  to  the  same  Church  in  the  Diocese  of 
Boulogne  to  the  perpetual  Vicarage  of  the  blessed  George  the  Martyr 
of  Crowhurst  of  the  same  Diocese  of  Chichester  before  mentioned, 
vacant  by  the  death  of  Sir  William  Wyhtred  the  last  Vicar  there. 
To  which  he  is  presented  by  the  Keligious  men  the  Prior  and  Convent 
of  Holy  Trinity,  Hastings,  the  true  patrons  of  the  same  Vicarage, 
and  was  instituted   perpetual  Vicar  by  the   authority  of  certain 
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privilegiorum  apostolicorum  Inter  cetera  eidem  domino  Johanni  speciafl 
iter  concessorura  ac  indultorum  institutus  est  canonice  in  eadem  cum 
buis  juribus  et  pertinenciis  universis.  Juratus  de  corporaliter  et 
continue  residendo,  etc. 

Presentation  to  a  second  benefice  without  resignation  of  the  first  by 
virtue  of  a  Papal  Concession  of  Plurality.] 

XXI.    Ecclesia  de  Clayton,    [fo.  108  v.] 

Ttem  primo  die  mensis  Julii  anno  dom.  supradicto  [1405]  apud 
Aumberle  aduiissus  fuit  dominus  Ricardus  Munk  Capellanus  Rector 
tunc  ecclesie  parochial  is  de  Ryggewyk  Cic  dioces.  ad  ecclesiam 
parochialem  de  Clayton  ejusdem  diocesis  vacantem  per  liberam  et 
simplicem  resignacionem  Magistri  Stephani  Overton  ultimi  Rectoris 
ejusdem  ad  presentacionem  Religiosorum  viroruin  Prion's  et  Con- 
vent us  de  Lewes  Ordinis  Cluniacensis  veros  ejusdem  ecclesie  patronos 
Rector  in  persona  Magistri  Johannis  Blounham  procuratoris  sui  in 
hac  parte  sufficienter  constitute  institutus  est  canonice  in  eadem  cum 
suis  juribus  et  pertinenciis  universis  qui  procurator  |)restitit  obedien- 
ciam  domino  in  Ileitis  et  canonicis  mandatis  in  manu  domini  sui. 
Scriptumque  fuit  Archidiacono  Lewensi  vel  ipsius  Officiali  ad 
inducendum.    Et  dictus  procurator  adtunc  protestabatur  in  manu 


Apostolic  privileges  specially  granted  and  indulged  among  other 
things  to  the  same  Sir  John  canonically  in  the  same  with  all  its  rights 
and  appurtenances  being  sworn  to  corporal  and  continued  residence. 

Church  of  Clayton,  [fo.  108  verso.] 
21.  Also  on  the  first  day  of  the  month  of  July  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  abovesaid  [140-3]  at  Amberley  was  admitted  Sir  Eichard  Munk 
Chaplain  then  Rector  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Rudgwick,  Chichester 
Diocese,  to  the  Parish  Church  of  Clayton  of  the  same  Diocese  vacant 
through  the  free  and  simple  resignation  of  Master  Stephen  Overton 
the  last  Rector  of  the  same,  on  the  presentation  of  the  religious  men 
the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Lewes  of  the  Cluniac  order  the  true 
patrons  of  the  same  Church.  He  was  canonically  instituted  Rector 
in  the  same  with  all  its  rights  and  appurtenances  in  the  person  of 
Master  John  Blounham  his  proctor  sufficiently  appointed  in  this 
respect,  which  proctor  offered  obedience  to  the  lord  [Bishop]  in  his 
lawful  and  canonical  commands  in  the  hand  of  his  lord,  and  an  order 
for  his  induction  was  written  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Lewes  or  his 
official.    And  the  said  proctor  at  that  time  protested  in  the  hand  of 
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domini  sui  preclicti  quod  non  erat  sue  intencionis  nee  domini  sui  per 
hujusmodi  admissionem  ad  ecclesiam  de  Clayton  dimittere  nec 
recedere  a  jure  titulo  et  possessione  ecclesie  parochialis  de  Ryggevvyk 
predicte  sed  utramque  insitnul  retinere  vigore  pluralitatis  a  sede 
Apostolica  sibi  concesse.  Et  in  eventu  qui  liquere  posset  dictam 
pluralitatem  fore  revoeatam  protestabatur  se  velie  suam  prim  am 
ecclesiam  de  Ryggewyk  retinere  ac  admissionem  suam  ad  ecclesiam 
de  Clayton  predictam  nullius  esse  roboris  vel  momenti.  Present ibus 
tunc  ibidem  Magistro  Roberto  Neel  Officiali  Cicestrensi  domino 
Johanne  Messanger  Rectore  ecclesie  parochialis  de  Bury  et  aliis  in 
multitudine  copiosa. 

Tenor  pluralitatis. 
Bonifacius21  Episcopus  servus  servorum  Dei  dilecto  filio  Ricardo 
Monek  Rectori  parochialis  ecclesie  de  Ryggewyk  Cicestrensis  diocesis 
salutem  et  apostolicam  benedictionem.  Vite  et  morum  honestas 
aliaque  laudabilia  probitatis  et  virtutum  merita  super  quibus  apud  nos 
fidedigno  commendaris  testimonio  nos  inducunt  ut  te  favore  specialis 
gracie  prosequamur.  Tuis  itaque  in  hac  parte  supplicacionibus 
inclinati  tecum  qui  ut  asseritur  presbyter  es  et  parochialem  ecclesiam 


his  lord  that  it  was  not  his  intention  nor  that  of  his  lord  by  this 
admission  to  the  Church  of  Clayton  to  give  up  nor  to  retire  from  the 
right,  title  and  possession  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Rudgwick  afore- 
said, but  to  hold  them  both  together  in  the  strength  of  the  plurality 
granted  to  him  by  the  Apostolic  See.  And  in  the  case  which  might 
happen  that  the  said  plurality  should  be  revoked,  he  protested  that 
he  wished  to  keep  his  first  Church  of  Rudgwick,  and  that  his  ad- 
mission to  the  Church  of  Clayton  aforesaid  would  be  of  no  force  or 
moment.  Present  then  and  there  Master  Robert  Neel,  official  of 
Chichester,  Sir  John  Messenger  Rector  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Bury 
and  others  in  copious  multitude. 

Terms  of  the  Plurality. 
Boniface,  Bishop,  servant  of  the  servants  of  God,  to  his  beloved 
son  Richard  Monek  Rector  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Rudgwick, 
Chichester  Diocese,  health  and  apostolical  benediction.  Your  honesty 
of  life  and  character  and  other  praiseworthy  deserts  of  goodness  and 
virtues  for  which  you  are  commended  to  us  by  trustworthy  testimony 
induce  us  to  visit  you  with  special  grace  and  favour.  Sympathizing 
therefore  with  your  supplications  on  this  behalf,  you  being,  as  it  is 
stated,  a  priest  and  holding  the   Parish  Church  of  Rudgwick  in 

?1  Boniface  IX.  Tope,  1389-1404.    cf.  "  Somerset  Record  Soc,"  xiii.  44. 
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in  Ruggewylt  Cicestrensis  diocesis  cujus  fructus  redditus  et  proventm 
centum  march  arum  sterlingorum  secundum  communem  estimacioneni 
valorem  annuum  non  excedunl  obtines  ui  unum  aliud  benoficiuin 
ecclesiasticum  curatum  eciam  si  dignitns  veJ  personatus  seu  officium 
rum  cura  vcl  sine  cura  el  dignitas  ipsa  in  Mptropolitana  vel  Cathedrali 
ma  jor  pos1  poiitificalein  aut  in  collegiata  eeclesiis  principalis  t'uerit  et 
ad  cam  consueveril  quia  per  electionem  assumi  si  tibi  al ias  canonice 
conferatur  vol  eligaris  sen  assumaris  ad  ill ud  recipere  et  usque  ad 
quinquennium  a  tempore  assecucionis  hujusinodi  beneficii  una  cum  dicta 
parochiali  ecclesia  licite  retinere  ac  ecclesiam  et  beneficium  hujusmodi 
simul  vel  successive  ex  causa  permutacionis  vel  alias  quociens  tibi 
videbitur  diraittere  et  loco  dimissi  vel  dimissorum  aliud  vel  alia  simile 
vel  dissimile  aut  siuiilia  vcl  dissimilia  beneficium  seu  beneficia  eccle- 
siasticum sen  ecclesiastica  duo  tantum  incompatabilia  recipere  et 
interim  retinere  [libere]  etlicite  valeas  generalis  consilii  et  quibuscunque 
aliis  constitucionibus  apostolicis  necnon  statutis  et  consuetudinibus 
ecclesie  seu  ecclesiarum  in  quibus  beneficium  seu  beneficia  hujusmodi 
forsan  fuerit  seu  fuerint  contrariis  juramento  confirmacione  apostolica 
vel  quacunqiie  firmitate  alia  roboratis  nequaquam  obstantibus  de  speciali 
gracia  tenore  presencium  auctoritate  apostolica  dispensamus.  Proviso 


Chichester  Diocese  of  which  the  fruits,  rents  and  revenue  do  not 
exceed  the  annual  value  of  100  marks  sterling  by  common  estimation- 
we  give  you  dispensation  that  in  regard  to  another  ecclesiastical  benefice; 
with  cure  of  souls  even  if  the  dignity  or  parsonage  or  office  be  with  cure 
or  without  cure  or  the  dignity  itself  in  a  Metropolitan  or  Cathedral 
Church  be  a  greater  one  after  the  Bishopric  or  in  a  Collegiate  Church 
be  a  principal  one  and  if  anyone  is  wont  to  obtain  it  by  election,  if  it 
be  conferred  on  you  canonically  in  any  other  way,  and  you  are  elected 
or  chosen  to  it  you  may  be  able  to  receive  and  lawfully  retain  it  for  the 
space  of  five  years  from  the  time  of  your  obtaining  such  a  benefice 
together  with  the  same  Parochial  Church  ;  and  to  give  up  such  Church 
and  benefice  together  or  successively  for  exchange  or  otherwise  as| 
often  as  it  shall  seem  good  to  you  and  in  the  place  of  it  or  them 
resigned  to  receive  and  meanwhile  [freely]  and  lawfully  to  hold 
another  or  other  ecclesiastical  benefice  or  benefices  like  or  unlike 
two  only  incompatible,  the  constitutions  of  a  General  Council 
or  any  other  Apostolical  constitutions,  also  the  statutes  or 
customs  of  the  Church  or  Churches  in  which  the  benefice  or 
benefices  happen  to  be  strengthened  by  oath  apostolical  confirmation 
or  any  other  bond  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  of  our 
special  grace  we  grant  dispensation  by  our  apostolical  authority  by 
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Iquod  parochialis  ecclesia  et  beneficium  seu  beneficia  hirjusmodi  debitis 
[  interim  non  fraudentur  obsequiis  et  animarum  cursi  in  eis  quibus 
jilla  imminet  nulla  tenus  negligatur.  Nulli  ergo  o amino  hominum 
Hieeat  hanc  paginam  nostre  dispeiisaeionis  infringere  vel    ei  ausn 

teinerario  contraire.  Si  quis  autem  hoe  attemptare  presumpserit 
hmdignacionem  omnipotentis  Dei  et  beatorum  Petri  et  Pauli  apos- 
jtolorum  ejus  se  noverit  incursurum.    Datum  Rome  apud  sanctum 

Petrum  viij  Kalend.  Julii  pontifieatus  nostri  anno  octavo. 

[XXII.  [The  Bishop  of  Exeter  confers  a  Canonry  in  the  Cathedral 
by  Commission.] 
Prebenda  de  Thorney.  [fo.  67.] 
I  Item  quintodeeimo  die  Novembris  anno  domini  suprascripto  [1897] 
iporrectum  fuit  domino  apud  Aumberle  certificatorium  eujusdam 
f  Commissionis  directe  domino  Exoniensi-'2  ad  conferendum  Canoni- 
Icatum  et  prebendam  de  Thorney  vacantes  per  resignationem  Magistri 
i  .Tohannis  Lydeford  alicui  persone  ydonee  sub  dato  5°  die  Novembris 
iCujus  eommissionis  auctoritate  sibi  commissa  idem  dominus  Exoni- 
|  ensis  coutulit  dictos  canonieatum  et  prebendam  de  Thorney  ut 
I  predicitur  vacantes   domino  Laurencio  Kaukyn  cum   suis  juribus 


the  tenor  of  these  presents.  Provided  that  the  Parish  Church  and 
'this  benefice  be  not  meanwhile  deprived  of  services  due  and  that  the 

cure  of  souls  in  the  case  of  those  on  whom  it  rests  by  no  means  neglected, 
j  Be  it  lawful  therefore  to  no  man  to  infringe  this  page  of  our 

dispensation,  or  to  contravene  it  by  any  rash  attempt.  But  if  anyone 
(should  presume  to  make  such  attempt  let  him  know  that  lie  will 
lincur  the  indignation  of  Almighty  God  and  of  the  blessed  Peter  and 
■Paul  His  Apostles.    Given  at  Rome  at  St.  Peter's,  June  24th,  in  the 

8th  year  of  our  Pontificate. 

Prebend  of  Thorney. 
j    22.  Also  on  November  15th  in  the  year  above  written  [1397]  there 

was  handed  to  the  lord  at  Amberley  the  certificate  of  a  certain 
I  Commission  directed  to  the  lord  of  Exeter  for  conferring  a  Canonry 

and  the  Prebend  of  Thorney  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  William 
j  Lydeford  on  some  suitable  person  under  date  November  5th.  By 

authority  of  which  commission  entrusted  to  him  the  same  lord  of 
!, Exeter  conferred  the  said  canonry  and  prebend  of  Thorney,  vacant  as 
lis  aforesaid  on  Sir  Laurence  Kaukyn  with  all  their  rights  and  appur- 

|  82  Edmund  Stafford  Bishop  of  Exeter  1395-1419.  At  this  time  he  was  Lord 
j  Chancellor  and  absent  from  his  Diocese. 
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et  pertinenciis  universis.  Canomcatn  obedienciam  ipsius  domid 
Laurencii  el  inductionem  ac  installacionem  domino  upecialitei 
rcscrvando.  (^uo  oertificatorio  lecto  et  obediencia  prestita  dominui 
scripsil  decauo  el  Capitulo  ecclesie  sue  Cathedralis  ad  inducendum 
et  installandum. 

XXIII.  [Instance  of  admission  to  a  Hospital.] 
Bartholomei  de  Eya.  [fo.  06  v.] 
Item  vicesimo  die  Augusti  imiio  supradicto  [1397]  apud  Wodestok 
admissus  fuit  Thomas  Brygge  clericus  ad  hospitale  Sancti  Bartholomei; 
de  la  Eye  ad  nominacionem  Baronum  de  Eye  et  ad  donacionem 
Excellentissimi  principis  et  domini  domini  B.  regis  Anglie  illustris  et; 
institutus  [est]  canonice  in  eodem  et  juravit  ad  supportanda  onera 
dicti  hospitalis  juxta  primevam  fundacionem  ejusdein  et  de  reddendo 
compotum  domino  annuatim  [aut]  aliis  vel  alii  per  dominum  ad  hoc 
deputandis  vel  deputando.  Prestitit  obedienciam  domino  etc.  Scrip- 
tumque  fuit  liectori  de  Iden  ad  induceuduin  salvo  jure  Archidiaconi 

XXIV.    [Collation  of  a  Benedictine  Prior}^  by  devolved  right.] 
Collatio  Prioratus  de  Boxgrave  jure  devoluto.    [fo.  69.] 
Robertus  permissione  divina  Cicestrensis  episcopus   dilecto  filio 
Fratri  Johanni  Chaworth  salutem  graciam  et  benedictionen.  Cum 


tenances,  reserving  specially  to  the  lord  the  Canonical  obedience  of 
Sir  Laurence  and  his  induction  and  installation.  Which  certificate; 
having  been  read  and  obedience  tendered  the  lord  wrote  to  the  Dean 
and  Chapter  of  his  Cathedral  Church  to  induct  and  install  him. 

St.  Bartholomew's  Kye. 

23.  Also  on  August  20th  in  the  year  aforesaid  [1397]  at  Wood- 
stock was  admitted  Thomas  Brygge,  clerk,  to  the  Hospital  of  St. 
Bartholomew  of  Eye  at  the  nomination  of  the  Barons  of  Eye  and  at 
the  gift  of  the  most  excellent  Prince  and  lord  Lord  E[ichard]  the 
illustrious  king  of  England  :  he  was  instituted  canonically  in  the  same 
and  swore  to  bear  the  burdens  of  the  said  Hospital  according  to  the 
primitive  foundation  of  the  same,  and  to  render  an  account  to  thej 
lord  annually,  or  to  another  or  others  to  be  deputed  by  the  lord  i'oi 
this  purpose.  He  tendered  obedience  to  the  lord  etc.  and  instructions 
were  given  to  the  Eector  of  Iden  to  induct  him,  saving  the  right  oi 
the  Archdeacon. 

Collation  of  the  Priory  of  Boxgrave  by  devolution  of  right. 

24.  Eobert  etc.  to  his  beloved  son  John  Chaworth,  health,  grace  and 
benediction.    Since  the  Priory  or  Monastery  of  monks  of  Boxgrave 
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prioratus  sive  nionasterium  monachorum  de  Boxgrave  ordinis  sancti 
Benedicti  nostre  diocesis  diu  vacaverit  et  vacet  ejusque  collacio 
provisio  et  disposicio  ad  nos  hac  vice  sit  legitime  devoluta  quodque  de 
vita  moribus  ac  conversacione  tuis  aliisque  virtutum  et  probitatis 
meritis  ac  ydonietate  tua  multiplici  comperimus  laudibile  testimonium 
perhiberi ;  iccirco  te  virum  religiosum  et  monachum  in  ordine  ante- 
dieto  expresse  professum  in  ordine  sacerdotali  et  etate  legitima 
constitutum  liberum  ac  de  legitimo  matrimonio  natum  in  spiritualibus 
et  temporalibus  providum  et  circumspectum  ac  aliunde  ad  prioratum 
predictum  obtinendum  habilem  et  ydoneum  isto  quartodecimo  die 
Augusti  anno  domini  millesimo  cccm0  Nonagesimo  octavo  in  priorem 
dicti  prioratus  jure  nobis  hac  vice  legitime  devoluto  preficimus 
ipsumque  prioratum  cum  suis  juribus  et  pertinenciis  universis  tibi 
eonferimus  et  providemus  de  eodem.  Curam  ndministracionem  et 
regimen  ejusdem  prioratus  tarn  in  spiritualibus  quam  temporalibus 
quantum  ad  nos  attinet  plenarie  committentes.  In  cujus  rei  testi- 
monium sigillum  nostrum  fecimus  hiis  apponi.  Datum  in  manerio 
i  nostro  de  Cacham  die  mense  et  anno  predictis  et  nostre  translacionis 
anno  secundo. 


O.S.B.  of  our  Diocese  has  long  been  vacant,  and  is  now  vacant, 
and  its  collation  provision  and  disposition  for  this  turn  has  lawfully 
devolved  on  us;  and  because  we  find  that  praiseworthy  testimony 
lis  given  concerning  your  life,  character  and  conversation  and  your 
! other   virtues   and    merits   and    your  manifold    fitness,  therefore 
jwe   by  the   right  which  has  devolved    on  us   lawfully   for  this 
turn  appoint  you,  a  religious  man  and  a  monk  expressly  professed 
Jin  the  order   aforesaid,  being   in    Priest's  Orders  and   of  lawful 
kge,  free,  and  born  in  lawful  wedlock,  provident  and  circumspect 
Sin    things  spiritual   and  temporal,  and  in  other  respects   fit  and 
In  ui  table  for  holding  the  aforesaid  Priory  on  this  14th  day  of  August, 
|L398,  as  Prior  of  the  said  Priory,  and  we  confer  upon  you  the 
I  jPriory  itself  with  all  its  rights  and  appurtenances  and  give  you 
provision  of  the  same,  committing  to  you  fully  the  care  administra- 
tion and  rule  of  the  said  Priory  as  well  in  spirituals  as  in  temporals 
|»o  far  as  it  pertains  to  us.    In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  our 
ieal  to  be  attached  hereto.    Griven  in  our  manor  of  Cackham  in  the 
lay  month  and  year  aforesaid,  and  in  the  second  year  of  our  trans- 
ition. 


I      YOlv.  Till,  P 

; 
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XXV.  (  Benediction  of  an  Angnstinian  Abbot.] 
Benodidio  Abbalis  de  Ponte  Koberti.23  [fo.  65.] 
Hem  xxviij0  die  mensis  Maii  anno  domini  supradicto  [1397 j  com- 
paruil  quidam  dompnus  Willelmus  Lewes  monachus  de  Ponte 
Robert]  electus  in  Abbatcm  ejusdem  Monasterii  et  exhibuit  literas 
prcsentacionis  dicli  monasterii  do  oodom  sub  sigillo  communi  diet i 
tnonasterii  sigillatas  coram  domino  Cicestrensi  Episcopo  in  camera 
magna  manerii  de  Aumberle  et  petiit  munus  benedictionis  sibi 
impendi  undo  visis  hujus  Uteris  dictus  Keverendus  pater  dominul 
Cicestrensis  assignavit  sibi  diem  crastinum  bora  matutinali  in  capelli 
sua  ibidem  ad  recipiendum  hujus[modi]  munus  benedictionis  qua  hora 
adveniente  in  eadem  capella  prefatus  Keverendus  pater  dominus 
Episcopus  eidem  dompno  Willelmo  benedictionem  impendebat  ut  est 
moris  qui  quidem  dominus  Willelmus  suam  professionem  legebat  sub 
hac  forma.  Ego  Willelmus  Abbas  de  Ponte  Eoberti  subjectionem 
reverenciam  et  obedienciam  a  Sanctis  patribus  constitutam  secundum 
regulam  sancti  benedicti  Tibi  domine  Roberte  pater  tuisque  success- 
oribus  canonice  substituendis  et  Sancte  Sedi  romane  salvo  ordine 
nostro  perpetuo  me  exhibiturum  promitto.  Et  distribuit  inter 
officiales  domini  xxiijs  iiijd. 


Benediction  of  the  Abbot  of  Robertsbridge. 
25.  Also  on  May  28th  in  the  aforesaid  year  [1397]  there  appeared 
a  certain  Dom.  William  Lewes  Monk  of  Robertsbridge  elected  as 
Abbot  of  the  same  Monastery  and  exhibited  letters  of  presentation 
of  the  said  Monastery  concerning  the  same  sealed  with  the  common 
seal  of  the  said  Monastery  before  the  lord  Bishop  of  Chichester  in 
the  great  chamber  of  the  Manor  of  Amberle  and  asked  that  the  gift 
of  Benediction  might  be  granted  him.  "Whereupon  having  seen  his 
letters  the  said  reverend  Father  Lord  of  Chichester  assigned  to  him 
the  next  day  at  the  hour  of  mattins  in  his  Chapel  there  to  receive  this 
gift  of  Benediction.  Which  hour  arriving  in  the  same  Chapel  the 
aforesaid  reverend  Eather  the  Lord  Bishop  bestowed  on  the  same 
Dom.  Williarn  his  benediction,  as  the  custom  is,  and  Sir  William 
read  his  profession  under  this  form.  I,  William,  Abbot  of  Roberts- 
bridge  promise  that  I  will  always  exhibit  the  subjection,  reverence 
and  obedience  established  by  the  holy  Fathers  according  to  the  rule 
of  St.  Benedict  to  thee,  Lord  Robert  my  Eather,  and  to  thy  successors 
to  be  canonically  appointed  in  thy  place,  and  to  the  holy  Roman 
See,  saving  our  Order.  And  he  distributed  among  the  lord's 
officials  23s.  4d. 

53  Added  in  raargin  "  Non  turn  fui  presens  Ego.  J.  Blounham," 
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XXVI.  [Benediction  of  a  Premonstratensian  Abbot.] 
Benedictio  Abbatis  de  Dureford.  [fo.  90.] 
Memorandum  quod  penultimo  die  mensis  Marcii  anno  dni.  predicto 
[1401]  infra  monasterium  de  Dureford  frater  Johannes  Chelchestre 
ecclesie  de  Dureford  predicte  Canonicus  in  Abbatem  ejusdem 
monasterii  per  fratrem  Johannem  Abbatem  ecclesie  de  AVelbek  ordinis 
Pretnonstratensis  confirmatus  prout  per  literas  ipsius  Abbatis  plene 
liquebat  recepit  benedietionem  et  fecit  professionem  sub  hac  forma  : 
Ego  Johannes  electus  Abbas  Canonicorum  ecclesie  beate  Marie  de 
Dureford  Premonstratensis  ordinis  promitto  subjectionem  et  rever- 
enciam  a  Sanctis  patribus  coustitutam  et  obedienciam  secundum 
preceptum  sacrorum  canon um  tibi  patri  Roberto  Episcopo  Cicestrensi 
et  Sancte  Sedi  ecclesie  Cicestrensis  et  successoribus  tuis  canonice 
substituendis.    Et  hoc  propria  manu  subscribo.     4  M  ^ 

±£8&7±9 

XXVII.    [Benediction  of  another  Premonstratensian  Abbot.] 
Benedictio  Abbatis  Durford.    [fo.  147  v.] 
Mem.  quod  penultimo  die  mensis  xAugusti  anno  dni.  infrascripto 
[1412]    comparuit    quidam   frater  Nicholaus    Baldewyn  supprior 
monasterii  de  Begham  ordinis  Premonstratensis  electus  in  Abbatem 
monasterii    de    Durford   et   exhibuit  literas   presentacionis  fratris 


Benediction  of  the  Abbot  of  Dureford. 

26.  Be  it  remembered  that  on  March  30th  in  the  year  aforesaid 
(1401)  within  the  Monastery  of  Dureford,  Brother  John  Chelchester 
Canon  of  the  Church  of  Dureford  aforesaid,  confirmed  as  Abbot  of 
the  same  Monastery  by  Brother  John,  Abbot  of  the  Church  of 
Welbeck  of  the  Premonstratensian  Order  as  was  clearly  shown  by 
the  letters  of  the  Abbot  himself,  received  Benediction  and  made  his 
profession  under  this  form.    I,  John,  elected  Abbot  of  the  Canons 

|  of  the  Church  of  Blessed  Mary  of  Dureford  of  the  Premonstra- 
tensian Order,  promise  the  subjection  and  reverence  established  by 
the  holy  Fathers,  and  obedience  according  to  the  precepts  of  the 
Sacred  Canons  to  thee  Father  Robert,  Bishop  of  Chichester  and  to 
the  holy  See  of  the  Church  of  Chichester  and  to  thy  successors  to  be 
canonically  appointed  in  thy  place.    And  this  I  subscribe  with  my 

I  own  hand. 

Benediction  of  the  Abbot  of  Dureford. 

27.  Be  it  remembered  that  on  August  30th  in  the  year  under- 
i  written  [1412]  there  appeared  a  certain  brother  Nicholas  Baldewyn, 
, Sub-prior  of  the  Monastery  of  Bayham  of  the  Premonstratensian 
Order  elected  as  Abbot  of  the  Monastery  of  Dureford  and  exhibited 

t>  2 
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Jobarmis  dei  paciencia  Abbatis  monasterii  boate  Marie  de  Begham 
ordinis  Promous!  nil  cnsis  Cicestrcnsis  Diocesis  per  quas  liquebat 
ipsuin  esse  coiiliniialuiii  coram  Reverendo  in  Christo  patre  .  .  .  . 
Cicestrensi  episcopo  incapella  manerii  sui  de  Cakebam.  Et  bu  mil  iter 
petiil  munus  benedictionis  qnibus  Uteris  inspects  dictns  Keverendus 
paler  eidem  fratri  Nieholaus  munua  benedictionie  tunc  impendebat 
ui  est  moris.  Et  dictus  frater  Nieholaus  Hiiam  professionem  legebat 
sub  hac  forma.  Ego  Nieholaus  electus  Abbas  mouaHterii  de  Durford 
ordinis  Premonstratensis  subjectionem  reverenciam  et  obedienciam 
a  saiietis  patribus  constitutam  secundum  regulam  Sancti  Augustini 
tibi  Reverendo  patri  domino  Roberto  Cicestrensi  Episcopo  tuisque 
sueccssoribus  canonice  substituendis  et  sancte  sedi  Cieestrensis 
ecclesie  perpetuo  me  exbibiturum  salvia  privilegiis  ordini  meo  a 
sede  Apostolica  coueessis  promitto  subscribendo.  Sequitur  tenor 
presentacionis  dictarum  literarum.  Reverendo  in  Christo  patri  ac 
domino  domino  Roberto  dei  gracia  Cicestrensi  Episcopo  suus 
humilis  et  devotus  Johannes  Dei  paciencia  Abbas  monasterii  beate 
Marie  de  Begham  ordinis  Premonstratensis  Cic.  dioc.  Venerabilis 
et  Religiosi  viri  Abbatis  de  Welbek  patris  Abbatis  Monasterii  de 
Durford  dicti  nostri  ordinis  nunc  per  resignacionem  Fratris  Johannis 


the  letters  of  presentation  of  brother  John,  by  Grod's  mercy  Abbot 
of  the  Monastery  of  Blessed  Mary  of  Bayham  of  the  Premonstraten- 
sian  Order,  Chichester  Diocese,  by  which  it  was  clearly  shown  that  he 
had  been  confirmed,  before  the  Reverend  Father  in  Christ  etc.  Bishop 
of  Chichester  in  the  Chapel  of  his  Manor  of  Cackham,  and  humbly 
asked  for  the  benefit  of  Benediction,  which  letters  having  been  in- 
spected, the  said  reverend  father  then  bestowed  on  the  same  brother 
Nicholas  the  gift  of  Benediction,  as  is  customary.  And  the  said  brother 
Nicholas  read  his  profession  under  this  form.  I,  Nicholas,  elected 
Abbot  of  the  Monastery  of  Dureford  of  the  Premonstratensian  Order 
promise  by  subscribing  that  I  will  always  exhibit  subjection,  rever- 
ence etc.  according  to  the  rule  of  St.  Augustine  to  thee  Reverend 
Father  etc.  and  to  the  holy  See  of  the  Church  of  Chichester  saving 
the  privileges  granted  to  my  order  by  the  Apostolic  See. 

Here  follows  the  tenor  of  the  said  letters  of  presentation. 

To  the  Reverend  father  and  lord  in  Christ  Lord  Robert  etc.  his 
humble  and  devout  John,  by  God's  mercy  Abbot  of  the  Monastery 
of  the  Blessed  Mary  of  Bayham  etc.  as  Commissary  specially  deputed 
in  this  respect  of  the  Venerable  and  Religious  man  the  Abbot  of 
Welbeck,  father-abbot  of  the  Monastery  of  Dureford  of  our  said 
Order,  now  vacant  through  the  resignation  of  brother  John  AJting 
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Alting  ultimi  Abbatis  ibidem  vacant  is  in  manus  nostras  auctoritatc 
Abbatis  Premonstratensis  ecclesie  cujus  vices  in  hac  parte  gerimus 
factam  et  per  nos  admissam  Assumpto  nobis  Abbate  de  Tychefeld  com- 
missarius  in  hac  parte  specialiter  deputatus  eisdam  (sic)  reverenciaui 
tanto  patri  debitam  cum  honore.  Venerabilem  fratrem  nostrum 
Nicholaum  Baldewyn  suppriorem  monasterii  nostri  de  Begham 
predicto  concanonicum  in  patrem  et  pastorem  ejusdem  monasterii  de 
Durf'ord  tunc  vacantis  per  fratres  et  concanonicos  ejusdem  monas- 
terii rite  et  canonice  secundum  ordinis  predicti  privilegia  et 
statuta  electum  et  a  nobis  plenam  potestatem  et  jurisdictionem 
in  eodem  monasterio  per  literas  dicti  venerabilis  patris  Abbatis 
de  Welbek  nobis  specialiter  directas  optinentibus  con  firma turn 
vestre  paternitati  reverende  presentamus  per  presentes  a  vobis 
plenitudinem  sui  officii  plenarie  recepturutu.  Supplicantes  eidem 
paternitati  vestre  reverende  humiliter  et  devote  ut  cum  idem  eleetus 
et  confirmatus  ut  premittitur  ad  vos  cum  presentibus  declinavit 
munus  vestre  benedictionis  sibi  impertiri  digneris  graciose.  In 
quorum  omnium  et  singulorum  fidem  et  testimonium  presentes  literas 
sigillis  nostris  una  cum  sigillo  communi  dicti  monasterii  de  Durf'ord 
paternitati  vestre  reverende  duximus  presentandas.  Quam  [sc. 
paternitatem]  ad  gregis  vobis  commissi  regimen  diu  conservet  in 


the  last  Abbot  there  made  into  our  hands,  by  the  authority  of  the 
Abbot  of  the  Church  of  Prem outre  whose  place  we  take  in  this  regard 
and  by  us  admitted,  the  Abbot  of  Titchfield  having  been  associated 
with  us — reverence  due  to  such  a  Father  with  honour. 

Our  venerable  brolher  Nicholas  Baldewyn  sub-prior  of  our  Monas- 
tery of  Bayham  aforesaid  our  fellow-Canon,  elected  as  father  and 
pastor  of  the  same  monastery  of  Bayham,  then  vacant  duly  and 
canonically  according  to  the  privileges  and  statutes  of  the  same  Order 
by  the  brothers  and  fellow-canons  of  the  same  Monastery,  and  by  us 
possessing  full  power  through  the  letters  of  the  said  venerable  father 
the  Abbot  of  Welbeck  specially  directed  to  us  confirmed,  we  present 
to  your  reverend  paternity  by  these  presents,  to  receive  from  you 
plenarily  the  fulness  of  his  office,  humbly  and  devoutly  supplicating 
of  the  same  your  paternity  that  when  the  same  man  elected  and  con- 
firmed, as  is  before  stated,  has  reached  you  with  these  presents  you 
will  graciously  deign  to  impart  to  him  the  gift  of  your  benediction.  In 
faith  and  testimony  of  all  and  each  of  these  things  we  have  thought 
good  that  these  letters  with  our  seals  together  with  the  common  seal 
of  the  said  Monastery  of  Dureford  should  be  presented  to  your 
reverend  paternit    whom  may  the  Uncreated  Trinity  long  preserve 


as 
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prosperis  fcrinitaa  increata.  Data  in  domo  capitulari  monaster!!  de 
Durford  predict]  primo  die  Augusti.  Anuo  domini  millesimo  cccc"10 
undecimo. 

XXVI 1 1.  [  Profession  of  a  Benedictine  Sister.]  [fp.  125.] 
Ego  N.  Boror  prioratus  Bive  domus  do  Eouspere  ordinis  sancti 
benedicti  facio  professionem  meam  et  promitto  obedienciam  deo 
omiiipotenti  beate  Marie  Magdalene  domus  ejusdem  protectriei  et 
beato  Benedicto  et  tibi  Eeverendo  patri  ac  doiniuo,  domino  Eoberto 
divina  providencia  Cicestrensi  Episcopo  ac  eciam  domine  Agneti 
dieti  loci  nunc  priorisse  et  ejusdem  successoribus  sine  proprio  vivere 
ac  in  castitate  secundum  Eegulam  sanctissimi  Benedicti  patri s  usque 
ad  mortem. 

XXIX.  [Admission  of  an  alien  Prioress.]  [fo.  130  v.] 
Memorandum  quod  xxvij0  die  mensis  Junii  anno  domini  supradicto 
[1409]  apud  Aumberle  admissa  fuit  Nichola  de  Hereez  ad  prioratum 
de  Lememstre  Cicestrensis  diocesis  per  mortem  Georgete  la 
Clouetiere  nuper  et  immediate  priorisse  prioratus  memorati  vacantem 
Ad  quam  per  Eeligiosas  mulieres  Abbatissam  et  Conventum  Monasterii 
Sancte  Marie  de  Almeneschiis  ordinis  Sancti  Benedicti  Sagiensis 


in  prosperity  to  the  rule  of  the  flock  entrusted  to  you.  Given  in 
the  Chapter  house  of  the  Monastery  of  Dureford  aforesaid  on  August 
1st  A.I).  1411. 

28.  I  Sister  of  the  Priory  or  house  of  Eusper  O.S.B.  make  my 
profession  and  promise  obedience  to  God  Almighty,  to  the  blessed 
Mary  Magdalene,  protectress  of  the  same  house,  to  the  blessed 
Benedict,  and  to  thee,  the  Beverend  father  and  lord,  Lord  Eobert,  by 
Divine  Providence,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  and  also  to  the  lady  Agnes 
now  prioress  of  the  said  place,  and  to  her  successors,  to  live  without 
ought  of  my  own  and  in  chastity  according  to  the  rule  of  the  most 
holy  father  Benedict  until  death. 

29.  Be  it  remembered  that  on  June  27th  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  aforesaid  [1409]  at  Amberley  was  admitted  Nichola  de  Hereez 
to  the  priory  of  Lyminster  in  Chichester  Diocese,  vacant  through  the 
death  of  Georgete  la  Clouetiere  lately  and  up  till  the  present  prioress 
of  the  Priory  named,  to  which  she  is  presented  by  the  religious 
women  the  Abbess  and  Convent  of  the  Monastery  of  St.  Mary  de 
Almanesches  O.S.B.  in  the  Diocese  of  Seez.    She  was  instituted 
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diocesis  veras  ejusdern  prioratus  patronas  preseutata  existit-1  priorissa 
instituta  est  canonice  in  eadem  cum  suis  juribus  et  pertinenciis 
universis.  Que  juravit  domino  obedienciam.  Scriptumque  fuit 
magistro  Galfrido  Salle  Sequestrator!  Cieestrensi  ad  inducenduin. 

XXX.   [Benefices  &c.  excused  from  the  payment  of  tenths.]    [f o.  14  v.] 

Inhibicio  facta  collectoribus  decime  ne  aliqua  exigantur  a 
benefichs  per  mare  destructis. 
Robertus  permissione  &c.  Venerabilibus  et  circumspectis  viris 
Abbati  et  conventui  Monasterii  de  Eegham  ac  prioribus  prioratuum  de 
Sela  et  Tortyngton  et  eorum  locorum  conventibus  ac  Magistro  Collegii 
Arundell  Collectoribus  unius  decime  domino  nostro  Kegi  nuper 
concesse  et  ad  festum  |)urificationis  beate  Marie  virginis  post  datum 
presencium  proxime  futurum  fideliter  persolvende  per  nostras  Civita- 
tem  et  diocesim  conjunctim  deputatis  salutem  graciam  et  benedic- 
tionem.  Cum  in  concessione  decime  predict e  per  clerum  Cantuariensis 
provincie  in  ecclesia  Sancti  Pauli  London  nnper  concesse  beneficia 
pauperum  monialium  et  hospitalariorum  ac  beneficia  in  partibus 
Wallie  et  Marchiis  ejusdern  et  alia  per  guerras  et  mare  destructa  de 
quibus  stabitur  certificatoriis   ordinariorum  locorum   excepta  esse 


canonically  as  Prioress  in  the  same  with  all  its  rights  and  appurte- 
nancies.  She  swore  obedience  to  the  lord,  and  an  order  was  written 
to  Mr.  Geoffrey  Salle  Sequestrator  of  Chichester  to  induct  her. 

The  Collectors  of  the  tenth  are  inhibited  from  exacting 
anything  from  benefices  destroyed  by  the  sea. 

30.  Robert,  by  Divine  permission  &c.  to  the  venerable  and  circum- 
spect men,  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  the  Monastery  of  Bay  ham  and  to 
the  Priors  of  the  Priories  of  Sele  and  Tortington  and  the  Convents  of 
those  places,  and  to  the  Master  of  the  College  of  Arundel  the  jointly 
deputed  Collectors  of  a  tenth  lately  granted  to  our  lord  the  King 
and  to  be  faithfully  paid  by  our  City  and  Diocese  at  the  feast  of  the 
Purification  of  the  B.  Virgin  Mary  next  after  the  date  of  these 
presents  health,  grace  and  benediction.  Since  in  the  concession  of 
the  tenth  aforesaid  lately  granted  by  the  Clergy  of  the  Province  of 
Canterbury  in  the  Church  of  St.  Paul,  London,  the  benefices  of  poor 
nuns  and  Hospitallers  and  the  benefices  in  the  parts  of  Wales  and 
the  Marches  of  the  same  and  other  benefices  destroyed  by  wars  and 
the  sea,  concerning  which  the  facts  shall  be  established  by  certificates 

24  "  Preseutata  existit "  inserted  above  the  line. 
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noscuntur,  robis  mandamus  quatinus  a  levacione  et  eollectione  dictd 
rl(ici inc!  <le  IxMicliciin  ecclesiasticis  pauperum  monialium  de  Kstborne 
(sic)-''  Rousparre  et  Levemenstre  nostre  diocesis  ct  de  aliis  beneficiis 
ejusdem  aostre  diocesis  subscriptis  per  mare  destructis  videlicet 
eeclesiis  Saudi  Michnelis  Sancti  Petri  et  Sancte  Margarete  de Hasty  ng 
Vicaria  de  Udymere  [ham  Schylle  et  nova  Schorham  que  quideia 
beneficia  ecclesiastica  pensatis  paupertate  dictarum  monialium  et 
exilitate  beneficioruiii  quorumcunque  superscriptorum  debite  modera- 
cionis  arbitrio  a  solucione  predicta  duximus  excipienda  supersedere 
curetis.  Datum  manerio  nostro  de  Duryngwyk  xvj  die  mensis  Januarii 
anno  dni.  inillesimo  cccc0  quarto  et  nostre  translations  anno  nono. 

XXXI.  [Recommendation  to  the  Bishop  of  a  Dominican 
Penitentiary  for  the  Diocese.]  [fo.  23  v.] 
Venerabili  in  Christo  patri  ac  domino  domino  [Roberto]  dei  gratia 
Cicestrensi  episcopo.  Suus  humilis  et  devotus  Prater  Johannes  Tylle 
Prior  provinciaJis  fratrum  ordinis  predicatorum  in  provincia  Anglicana 
licet  indignus  reverenciam  debitam  ac  sub  circa  regiminis  pastoralis 
crescentibus  ecclesie  filiis  mercedem  multiplicem  reportare.  Arta 


of  the  Ordinaries  of  the  places  are  known  to  be  excepted.  We 
command  you  to  be  careful  to  refrain  from  the  levying  and  collection 
of  the  said  tenth  from  the  ecclesiastical  benefices  of  the  poor  nuns 
of  Easebourne,  Rusper  and  Lyminster  of  our  Diocese  and  from  other 
benefices  of  the  same  in  our  Diocese  which  are  written  below,  destroyed 
by  the  sea,  namely  the  Churches  of  St.  Michael,  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Margaret  of  Hastings,  the  Vicarage  of  Udimore,  I  ham,  Shelley  and 
New  Shoreham,  which  ecclesiastical  benefices,  when  the  poverty  of  the 
said  nuns  and  the  slender  returns  of  all  the  benefices  above  written 
are  weighed,  we  have  thought  good  to  except  from  the  aforesaid  pay- 
ment by  the  determination  of  due  moderation.  Given  in  our  Manor 
of  Duryngwyk  January  16th  1404  and  in  the  ninth  year  of  our 
Translation. 

31.  To  the  Venerable  father  and  lord  in  Christ  Lord  [Robert]  by 
the  grace  of  Grod,  Bishop  of  Chichester  his  humble  and  devout  brother 
John  Tylle,  Provincial  Prior  of  the  order  of  Friars  Preachers  and  in 
the  Province  of  England  although  unworthy  [desires]  due  reverence 
and  that  from  the  sons  of  the  Church  growing  under  the  watch  of 
his  pastoral  rule  he  may  bear  off  manifold  reward.    The  narrow  way 

25  Lege  Eseborne. 
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via  que  ducit  ad  celum  volentibus  ingredi  dilatatur  dum  copia  rcmedii 
salutaris  ministrantibus  penitencie  sacramentum  pluribus  invenitur. 
Hinc  est  quod  vestre  reverencie  humiliter  offero  et  presento  Fratrem 
Ricardum  Couusayle  pro  vestris  subditis  confessandis  eisque  peni- 
tenciis  salutaribus  imponendis  Necnon  absolucionum  beneticiis 
impendendis  virum  ad  hoc  ydoneum  et  peritum  a  me  electum  juxta 
coustitucionis  tenorem  edite  a  record acionis  felicia  domino  Bonifacio 
papa  octavo  quondam  super  Cathedram  residente  preminentie  pas- 
toralis  ut  de  vestro  beneplacito  et  licentia  graciosa  officium  Confessoris 
liberius  exequatur  in  partem  solicitudinis  curatorum  vestrorum 
salubrius  supportande,  dominacionem  vestram  dm  conservet  altissimus 
ad  tutum  regimen  ecclesie  vestre  sacre.  Scriptum  Arundel]  quinto 
die  mensis  Octobris.    Anno  domini  millesimo  ccccmo  xiij". 

XXXII.    [Episcopal  relaxation  of  a  point  of  Canonical  rigour.] 

[fo.  22  verso.] 

Tolleracio    ut    Capellanus   possit    celebare   divina  non 
obstante  mutilacione. 
Robertus  permissione  divina  Cicestrensis  Episcopus  dilectis  filiis 


which  leads  to  Heaven  is  made  broader  for  those  who  are  willing  to 
enter  it,  while  the  supply  of  a  healthy  remedy  is   found  in  an 
abundance  of  those  who  administer  the  Sncrament  of  penance.  Hence 
it  is  that  I  humbly  oft'er  and  present  to  your  Reverence,  brother 
Richard  Counsayle  tor  confessing  your  dependents  and  enjoining 
them  salutary  penances  :  also  for  dispensing  the  benefits  of  absolution, 
I  a  man  fit  and  skilful  for  this,  chosen  by  me  according  to  the  tenor  of 
the  Constitution  published  by  the  Lord  Pope  Boniface  viii.26  of  happy 
1  memory  formerly  seated  on  the  throne  of  pastoral  pre-eminence,  that 
|  with  your  good  pleasure  and  gracious  licence  he  may  execute  more 
freely  the  office  of  a  Confessor  thus  sharing  and  supporting  the  anxiety 
|  of  your  Curates.    May  the  Highest  long  preserve  your  Lordship  for 
j  the  safe  rule  of  your  holy  Church.    Written  at  Arundel  October  5, 
1413. 

Leave  that  a  Chaplain  notwithstanding  mutilation  may 
celebrate  Divine  offices. 

32.  Robert  etc.  to  his  beloved  sons  John  Waller  lord  and  patron 

26  Boniface  viii.  1294—1303.    By  the  Constitutions  of  the  Order,  no  Dominican 
|  Friar  was  allowed  to  hear  extraneous  confessions  under  25  years  of  age  or  without 
the  leave  of  his  Prior.    Dist  ii,  cap.  xii .  3. 
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Jobanni  Wallere  domicello  ac  patrono  ecclesie  parochialis  de 
Horstede  parva  nostre  Cicestrensis  dioeesis  ac  universis  et  singulis 
prelatis  presbiteris,  archidiaconis  Rectoribus  curatis  Capollanis 
ceterisque  clericis  et  laicis  per  dictam  nostram  diocesim  constitutii 
et  presertim  dicte  ecclesie  parochialis  de  Horstede  incolis  et 
Parochianis  salutem  graciam  et  benedictionem.  Supplicacio  dilectj 
in  Christo  filii  domini  Nelme  Rectoris  ecclesie  parochialis  de  Horstede 
parva  nuper  nobis  exbibita  continebat  quod  eum  in  festo  (Sanctorum 
Felicissimi  et  Agapati2?  anno  doinini  millesimo  ccc"10  nonagesimo  nono 
quidam  iniquitatis  filius  vulgariter  nominatus  Johannes  Bartelot 
instigante  eurn  huinani  generis  inimico  freno  confracto  modestie  ac 
paciencie  jugo  peuitus  dissoluto  in  quemdam  Willelmum  Taylour 
dicti  domini  Thome  tunc  Rectoris  ecclesie  parochialis  Sancte  Marie 
Majoris  de  Waiyngford  parochianum  existenteua  insultum  faciens 
ipsum  Willelmum  violenter  aggrediens  eundem  interficere  est  conatus 
cujus  quidetn  Johannis  ineffrenatam  maliciam  dum  prefatus  dominus 
Thomas  zelo  caritatis  accensus  velut  qui  prefati  Willelmi  pater 
extiterit  spiritualis  et  Rector  reprimere  satagebat  se  inter  ipsos 
Johannem  et  Willelmum  medium  interposuit  sperans  probabiliter  eo 
pretextu  ipsius  Johannis  ferventem  iracundiam  cautius  mitigare 


of  the  Parish  Church  of  Horsted  parva  of  our  Diocese  of  Chichester 
and  to  all  and  singular  the  Prelates,  Priests,  Archdeacons,  Rectors, 
Curates,  Chaplains  and  other  Clergy  and  Laity  established  through 
our  said  Diocese  and  especially  to  the  inhabitants  and  Parishioners  of 
the  said  Parish  Church  of  Horsted,  health,  grace  and  benediction. 
The  supplication  of  our  beloved  son  in  Christ,  Sir  [Thomas]  Nelme, 
lately  exhibited  to  us,  set  forth  that  in  the  Feast  of  SS.  Felicissimus 
and  Agapatus  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1399  a  certain  son  of  iniquity 
commonly  called  John  Bartelot,  the  enemy  of  the  human  race  insti- 
gating him,  the  end  of  moderation  being  broken  and  the  yoke  of 
patience  utterly  dissolved  making  an  assault  on  one  William  Taylour, 
being  a  parishoner  of  the  said  Sir  Thomas  then  Rector  of  the  Parish 
Church  of  St.  Mary  the  Greater,  Wallingford,  violently  attacking 
William,  endeavoured  to  kill  him.  And  while  the  said  Sir  Thomas, 
inflamed  with  the  zeal  of  charity  as  being  the  spiritual  Father  and 
Rector  of  the  aforesaid  William,  was  eager  to  repress  the  unbridled 
malice  of  John,  he  placed  himself  between  John  and  William  hoping 
probably  by  that  action  to  appease  John's  flaming  anger  to  a  more 


27  In  a  Saruni  MS.  Psalter  c.  1400  the  Kalender  gives  on  August  6,  "  Sanc- 
torum Sixti,  Pelicissimi  et  Agapiti  martyrum."    Their  date  was  275. 
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cujus  tamen  domini  Thome  pium  propositum  prefatus  Johannes 
pmpetuosa  rabie  involutus  non  advertens  ipsius  domini  Thome  manus 
dextre  digitum  indicem  communiter  nominatum  absque  ipsius  domini 
Thome  culpa  aliquali  nequiter  amputavit.  Verum  quia  abscissionis 
hujus  pretextu  a  nonnullis  revocatur  in  dubium  an  ab  altare28 
ministerio  idem  dominus  Thomas  se  debeat  abstinere  universitatem 
vestram  innotescimus  per  presentes  quod  nos  de  et  super  pre- 
mises inquisitionem  fecimus  deligenter  et  quia  per  inquisicionem 
hujusmodi  invenimus  prefati  domini  Thome  degitum  (sic)  ipsius 
domini  Thome  culpa  minime  interveuiente  abscissum  ut  prefertur  ac 
ex  ejusdem  domini  Thome  coram  nobis  personaliter  comparentis 
inspectione  manuum  nobis  tunc  eonstabat  et  constat  quod  tanta 
deformitas  vel  debilitas  quern  (sic)~d  memoratum  Thomaui  infractione 
hostie  impotentem  vel  a  suscepto  officio  inhabilem  redderet  aut 
ineptum  ex  dicti  abscissione  digiti  non  insurgit  eundem  Thomam 
missas  et  alia  divina  officia  celebrare  et  aliis  in  divinis  ministrare 
obsequiis  ceteraque  ad  altare  spectantia  ministerium  exercere  et 
agere  toleramus  ipsum  que  Thomam  in  premissis  et  ad  ea  habilem  et 


cautious  degree.  But  the  aforesaid  John  wrapped  up  in  his  impetu- 
ous rage  paying  no  heed  to  the  pious  intention  of  Sir  Thomas, 
wickedly  cut  ofE  without  any  kind  of  fault  of  Sir  Thomas  the 
finger  of  his  right  hand  commonly  called  the  index.  But,  because,  by 
the  pretence  of  this  abscission  it  has  been  called  into  doubt  by  some 
whether  the  same  Sir  Thomas  ought  not  to  refrain  from  the  service 
of  the  Altar,  we  give  notice  to  all  of  you  by  these  presents  that  we 
have  diligently  made  enquiry  about  and  concerning  the  premisses, 
and  because  we  have  found  by  this  enquiry  that  the  finger  of  the 
aforesaid  Sir  Thomas  was  cut  oft'  as  is  above  stated  without  the 
intervention  of  the  least  fault  of  Sir  Thomas  himself  ;  and  by  the 
inspection  of  the  hands  of  the  same  Sir  Thomas  personally  appearing 
before  us  it  was  then  clear  and  is  clear  that  so  great  a  deformity  or 
debility  does  not  arise  from  the  abscission  of  the  said  finger  as  to 
make  the  above-mentioned  Sir  Thomas  powerless  in  the  fraction  of 
the  Host,  or  without  proper  ability  or  aptitude  for  the  duty  under- 
taken by  him,  we  therefore  give  leave  to  the  same  Thomas  to  celebrate 
Masses  and  other  Divine  offices,  and  to  officiate  in  other  Divine 
functions,  and  to  practise  and  perform  his  ministry  in  respect  to 
other  things  belonging  to  the  Altar  ;  and  we  decree  and  declare  by 


28  ?  Altaris. 

29  Lege  '  que.' 


44 


BISHOP  REDE  S  REGISTER. 


yd  one  urn  fuisse  ct  esse  teuore  presentum  decernimue  et  declaramta 
abscissionis  predicte  def'cciu  in  aliquo  non  obstante.  In  cujuH  rei 
testimonium  sigillum  nostrum  fecimus  hiia  apponi.  Data  in  hospicio 
nostro  London  decimo  octavo  die  mensis  Novembris  anno  dni.  millesima 
ecec"10  sexto  et  nostre  translacionis  anno  undecimo. 

XXXIII.    [Submission  to  the  Bishop  of  persons  guilty  of  infringing 
the  rights  of  Sanctuary.]     [fo.  10G  v."] 

Arundell.  Memorandum  quod  sexto  die  mensis  Marcii  [1404]  apud 
Duryngewyk  venerunt  quidam  Johannes  Maii  et  Johannes  Cook  de< 
Arundell  pro  eo  et  super  eo  quod  publica  vox  et  fama  erat  quod  ipsi  idem 
quemdam  Johannem  Moot  pro  f'ure  et  latrone  captum  et  ad  castellum 
Arundell  et  prisonam  ejusdein  deductum  vicesimo  die  mensis  Pebruarii 
de  castello  predicto  fugieutem  et  ad  portas  claustri  collegii  Arundell 
et  Anulum  porte  ejusdem  in  Signum  immunitatis  ecclesie  suscipientem;:! 
abduxissent  qui  sponte  comparentes  ac  jurati  de  veritate  dicenda  super 
premissis  eisdem  per  dominum  objectis  negarunt  simpliciter  prout  im 
ponebatur  fatebantur  tamen  eos  cum  constabulario  ibidem  qui  eos 
[?  eum]  abduxit  et  abstraxit  a  loco  memorato  transivisse  pro  majori  secu- 
ritate  dicti  constabularii  et  eum  perduxisse  ad  castrum  antedictum  et  pro 


the  tenor  of  these  presents  that  Thomas  has  been  and  is  able  and 
fit  in  the  things  premised  and  for  them,  the  defect  of  the  aforesaid 
abscission  in  anything  notwithstanding. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  our  seal  to  be  attached 
hereto.  Given  in  our  lodging  in  London,  November  18th  1406,  and; 
in  the  11th  year  of  our  translation. 

33.  Be  it  remembered  that  on  March  Gth  at  Duringwick  there  came 
certain  men  John  May  and  John  Cook  of  Arundel  for  and  about  this 
reason — that  it  was  common  talk  and  rumour  that  these  same  men 
had  dragged  away  one  John  Moot  who  had  been  taken  as  a  thief  and 
robber  and  brought  down  to  the  Castle  of  Arundel  and  its  prison  on 
February  20th  as  he  was  running  from  the  aforesaid  Castle,  and  at 
the  Cloister  gates  of  the  College  of  Arundel  was  taking  hold  of  the 
ring  of  the  same  gate  as  a  sign  of  the  immunity  of  the  Church.  Whc 
appearing  of  their  own  accord  and  being  sworn  to  speak  the  truth  on 
the  aforesaid  charges  laid  against  them  by  the  lord,  simply  denied  whal 
was  alleged  as  the  charge  was  laid.  They  confessed  however  that  they 
had  gone  across  with  the  constable  there,  who  led  and  drew  him  away 
from  the  place  mentioned,  for  the  greater  security  of  the  said  constable 
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eo  quod  presenter  f  uerunt  in  hujusmodi  abstraction  e  dantes  consilium  et 
favorem  quod  fuit  ut  citra  didicerunt  in  prejudiciuna  immunitatis  eecle- 
siastice  submiseruut  se  graeie  Uomiui  quia  ob  hoc  moti  fuerunt  in  suis 
conscienciis.  Unde  predicti  Johannes  et  Johannes  jurati  fuerunt  de 
stando  mandatis  ecclesie  et  de  peragendo  penitenciam  eis  injungendam 
et  utrique  eorum  per  dominum  pro  commissis  dominus30  absolvebat 
eos  in  forma  juris  Et  injunxit  utrique  eorum  ad  perigrinandum  pedesler 
ad  t'eretrum  Sancti  Eicardi  et  ad  offerendum  ibidem  unum  cereum 
secundum  suam  facultatem  Et  quod  quilibet  eorum  ante  fustigatus31 
[erit]  (?)  quinquies  per  ecelesiam  de  Arundel]  et  insuperquod  quilibet 
eorum  ante  suum  recessum  a  dicta  sua  capella  ibidem  dicet  flexis 
genibus  ante  ymaginem  Crucifixi  quinquies  Pater  noster  Ave  Maria 
et  Credo.  Et  postmodum  dominus  certioratus  quod  idem  Johannes 
Moot  fugitivus  fuit  ecclesie  restitutus  ex  eorum  abstrahentium  motu 
proprio,  postquam  fuerunt  certiorati  ipsos  contra  privilegium  ecclesie 
deliquisse  et  absque  requisicione  alicujus  persone  ecclesiastice  peniten- 
ciam de  f  ustigationibus  eis  impositis  de  gracia  sua  commutavit  videlicet 


and  that  they  led  him  to  the  Castle  aforesaid  and  that  considering  the 
fact  that  they  were  present  at  this  abduction  giving  their  advice  and 
support,  which  was,  as  they  learnt  since,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
privileges  of  the  Church,  they  submitted  themselves  to  the  grace  of 
the  lord,  because  they  were  moved  thereto  in  their  own  consciences. 

Whereupon  the  said  John  and  John  were  sworn  to  abide  by  the 
mandate  of  the  Church  and  to  perform  such  penance  as  should  be  laid 
on  them  and  on  each  of  them  by  the  lord  for  their  offences.  The 
lord  then  absolved  them  in  legal  form  and  enjoined  each  of  them  to 
make  a  pilgrimage  on  foot  to  the  shrine  of  St.  Kiehard  and  to  offer 
there  a  wax  candle  according  to  their  means,  and  that  each  of  them 
should  be  beaten  (?)  five  times  through  the  Church  of  Arundel  and 
further  that  each  of  them  before  leaving  his  said  Chapel  [at  During- 
wick]  should  say  there  on  his  bent  knees  before  the  Crucifix  five  times 
the  Lord's  Prayer,  Hail  Mary,  and  Creed.  And  afterwards  the  lord 
being  informed  that  the  same  John  Moot  had  been  restored  to  the 
Church  as  a  fugitive  by  the  deliberate  action  of  those  who  had  with- 
drawn him  after  they  had  been  made  aware  that  they  had  offended 
against  the  privilege  of  the  Church  and  without  the  request  of  any 
ecclesiastical  person  he  graciously  commuted  the  penance  concerning 

30  A  short  word  perhaps  '  tunc '  has  been  erased  after  "  Dominus.' 

31  This  word  appears  to  be  F9  a  contraction  very  difficult  to  expand.  It  has  been 
faintly  underlined,    A  pencil  note  in  the  margin  suggests  '  fustigatus  erit.' 


to 
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quod  quilibet  eorum  ofEerret  proxima  die  dominica  vol  in  die  Annual 
ciationis  beate  Virginia  prozime  futura  tempore  A  He  misse  cereunj 
ardcntcm  ad  summuin  A  Rare  collegii  anted icti.  Presentibus  tuilfl 
ibidem  Magistro  Johanne  Pedewelle  et  domino  Johanne  Asscheford 
et  Johanne  Blounham. 

XXXIV.  [A.  Submission  similar  to  thai  given  above.]  [fo.  107.] 
Memorandum  quod  xxix0  die  mensis  Marcii  anno  dni.  millesimo 
ccccmd  quinto  incipiente  eomparuerunt  coram  domino  in  Capella 
manerii  sui  .Johannes  North  constabularius  et  Willelmus  Carlees 
Janitor  Castri  Arundell  et  quidam  David  Broun  humiliter  se  sub- 
mittentes  domino  et  ejus  ordinacioni  super  eo  quod  ipsi  alias  et 
violenter  contra  libertatem  ecclesiasticam  quemdain  Johannem  Motte 
ad  cimiterium  Collegii  Arundell  pro  immunitate  ecclesie  optinenda 
fugientem  et  Anulum  porte  claustri  ejusdem  Collegii  obtinentem 
voluntarie  abstraxerunt  et  ad  Castrum  adduxerunt  sententiam  excom- 
municationis  majoris  ipso  facto  incurrendo.  Unde  prestito  ab  eis  et 
eorum  quolibet  juramento  ad  Sancta  Dei  Evangelia  de  stando  mandatis 
ecclesie  et  de  peragendo  penitenciam  eis  injungendam  dominus  eos 
absolvit  et  pro  commissis  dominus  injunxit  eis  quod  quilibet  eorum 
perigrinetur  ad  ISanctum  Kicardum  et  offerret  discalceatus  pedes  ad 


the  beatings  laid  on  them  to  this  namely  that  each  of  them  should 
offer  on  the  next  Sunday  or  on  the  Day  of  the  Annunciation  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin  next  to  come  at  the  time  of  High  Mass  a  lighted  candle 
at  the  High  Altar  of  the  College  aforesaid.  Present  then  and  there 
Mr.  John  Pedewelle  and  Sir  John  Asscheford  and  John  Blounham. 

34.  Be  it  remembered  that  on  March  29th  at  the  beginning  of  1405 
there  appeared  before  the  lord  in  the  Chapel  of  his  manor,  John 
North,  Constable  and  William  Carlees,  Porter  of  the  Castle  of  Arundel 
and  a  certain  David  Brown  humbly  submitting  themselves  to  the  lord 
and  his  direction  for  that  they  at  another  time  and  violently  against 
the  liberty  of  the  Church  voluntarily  dragged  away  and  took  to  the 
Castle,  one  John  Motte ^rho  was  fleeing  to  gain  the  immunity  of  the 
Church  to  the  Cemetery  of  the  College  of  Arundel  and  was  holding 
the  ring  of  the  Cloister-gate,  thereby  ipso  facto  incurring  the  sentence 
of  greater  excommunication.  "Whence  an  oath  having  been  taken  by 
them  and  by  each  of  them  on  the  holy  Gospels  of  God  of  abiding  by 
the  mandates  of  the  Church  and  of  performing  the  penance  that  I 
should  be  enjoined  upon  them,  the  lord  absolved  them,  and  as  a 
penance  for  what  they  had  done  the  lord  enjoined  that  each  of  them 
should  make  a  pilgrimage  to  S*  Richard  and  should  offer  barefooted 
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feretrum  Sancti  Eicardi  unum  eereum  et  quod  modo  consimili  cir- 
cumeant  ante  processionem  aliquo  die  dominico  apud  Arundell  et 
ibidem  offerant  con  similiter  et  quod  quilibet  eorum  dicat  ter  pater 
noster  et  Ave  Maria.  Postea  vero  dominus  commutavit  istam  peni- 
tenciam  et  liceneiavit  eos  ad  equitandum  Cicestrie  ad  offerendutn  et 
quod  offerant  Arundell  die  paras  cues  Sabbato  Sancte  Pasche  vel 
die  Pasche  quasi  facerent  ex  devocione.  Presentibus  tunc  ibidem 
Magistro  Johanne  Pedewell  Dorninis  Willelmo  Malpaas  et  Johanne 
Asscheford  Capellanis  et  Johanne  Blounham  cum  aliis  in  multitudine 
copiosa. 

XXXV.  [Bishop  Chichele  (when  Archbishop  of  Canterbury-elect) 
to  Bishop  Rede.]  [fo.  23  v.] 
Reverende  pater  et  carissime  conf rater  mi.  Intima  et  precordial i 
recommendacione  premissa  cum  vestri  utriusque  hominis  votive  sani- 
tatis  desiderio  singular]'.  Scire  digneris  quod  dilecti  michi  Thomas 
Jayat  Rector  ecclesie  parochialis  de  Bury  vestrarum  collacionis  et 
diocesis  domini  nostri  Regis  familiaris  et  Johannes  Goodyng  Rector 
ecclesie  parochialis  de  Neueton  juxta  Bury  Norwicensis  diocesis82 
familiaris  confratris  mei  Norwicensis  sua  hujusmodi  beneh'cia  dum- 


at  the  shrine  of  Sl  Richard  a  wax  candle,  and  that  in  the  same  way 
they  should  go  round  before  the  procession  on  some  Sunday  at 
Arundel  and  should  offer  there  in  the  same  way,  and  that  each  of 
them  should  say  thrice  a  Pater  Noster  and  an  Ave  Maria.  But  after- 
ward the  lord  commuted  that  penance  and  allowed  them  to  ride  to 
Chichester  to  make  their  offering,  and  that  they  should  offer  at 
Arundel  on  Good  Friday,  Easter  Eve,  or  on  Easter  Day,  as 
though  they  were  doing  it  out  of  devotion.  Present  then  and  there 
Master  John  Pedewell,  Sirs  William  Malpas  and  John  Asseheford, 
Chaplains,  and  John  Blounham  with  others  in  copious  multitude. 

Archbishop  Chichele  (as  Bishop  of  St.  David's)  to  Bishop  Rede. 
35.  Reverend  father  and  my  most  dear  brother.  Premising 
intimate  and  heartfelt  greeting,  with  a  special  and  earnest  wish  for 
the  good  health  of  your  outer  and  inner  man.  May  you  be  pleased  to 
know  that  Thomas  Jayat,  Rector  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Bury  of 
your  Collation  and  Diocese,  a  friend  of  our  lord  the  King,  and  .John 
Goodyng,  Rector  of  tbe  Parish  Church  of  Newton  near  Bury  in  the 
Diocese  of  Norwich  a  friend  of  my  brother  of  Norwich3'5  [wish] 

33  Bury  St.  Edmund's  in  Suffolk  was  then  in  tbe  Diocese  of  Norwich. 
33  Eichard  Courtenay,  Bishop  of  Norwich  1413— U16r 


48 


BISHOP  REDE^S  REGISTER. 


tamen  eorutn  quorum  interest  consensus  et  auctoritas  interveniant 
adinvicem  canonice  permutare  [velint].  Sperans  quo  in  bac  parte 
hujusinodi  eorum  propositum  I'olioius  expediri  ot  oo  citius  sorliri 
effectum  si  vestre  benignissime  fraternitati  in  ooruin  desiderii  'li'1 
desiderati  eoinplementuin  effunderem  prece.s  meaK.  Unde  Keverende 
pater  et  carissimo  confrater  mi  do  vestra  erga  personam  meam 
dileotione  continuata  confisus  pro  dictorum  Thome  ot  Johannis  m  hac 
parte  expeditione  votiva  et  ne  ipsi  sic  confisi  eorum  spe  totaliter 
defraudentur  sed  magis  harum  precum  mearum  intuitu  ac  ipsius  con- 
fratris  mei  Norwicensis  conteniplacione  cui  in  hoc  singularissimam 
complacentiam  adhibebitis  (Pin)  favoris  increment  uni  Vestram  bcnig- 
nitateui  duxi  attonto  deprecaridam  qnatinus  vestros  consensum  et 
assensuin  prefate  ])ermutacioni  digneris  impertiri  et  me  ad  consimilia 
eeiara  inajora  cum  optineret  semper  vigilautem  inveniet  vestra  frater- 
uitas  milii  sincere  predilecta.  Quam  diu  incolumem  ad  ecclesie  vestre 
gloriam  conservandam  dignetur  sponsus  totius  Erclesie  .lesus  Christus. 
Scriptum  in  hospicio  meo  apud  Langley  Marreys  tercio  die  mensis 
Aprilis  [1414]. 34 

Vester  ad  vota, 

H.  Meneven. 

mutually  to  exchange  these  their  benefices  provided  the  consent  and 
sanction  of  those  who  are  concerned  meets  them.    And  [I  write] 
hoping  that  in  this  respect  their  proposal  may  be  more  happily  fur- 
thered, and  may  the  more  quickly  become  effectual  if  I  could  pour 
out  my  prayers  to  you,  my  most  kind  brother,  as  a  complement  to 
their  long  cherished  wish.    Wherefore  most  Keverend  father  and  my 
dearest  brother,  having  confidence  in  your  constant  love  towards  my 
person,  for  the  desired  advancement  of  the  said  Thomas  and  John  in 
this  respect,  and  in  order  that  they  so  trusting  may  not  be  entirely 
defrauded  of  their  hope,  but  still  more  in  regard  of  these  my  prayers, 
and  in  consideration  of  my  brother  of  Norwich  himself  to  whom  in  this 
matter  you  will  be  doing  a  very  singular  kindness  to  the  increase  of 
good  feeling,  I  have  thought  it  well  earnestly  to  pray  your  kindness  j 
that  you  will  deign  to  bestow  your  consent  and  assent  to  the  aforesaid  J 
exchange,  and  your  fraternity  sincerely  beloved  by  me  will  find  me 
always  watchful  to  return  like  and  even  greater  favours.    Whom  may  j 
the  spouse  of  the  whole  Church  Jesus  Christ  deign  to  preserve  to  the  j 
glory  of  your  Church.    Written  in  my  lodging  at  Langley  Marsh 
April  3. 

Tours  devotedly, 

H.  St.  David's. 

34  Year  shewn  by  the  internal  evidence  of  Bishop  Eede's  reply. 
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XXXVI.    [Bishop  Rede  in  Reply  to  Archbishop  Chichele.] 
[fo.  23  v.] 

Reverende  in  Christo  pater  ac  domine  amantissime  humili  mei 
recommendacione  premissa  cum  intimo  desiderio  audiendi  de  vestra 
incolumitate  nova  prospera  et  votiva  ac  immensa  cordis  leticia  de 
vestri  status  incremento  publice  nunciato.  Vestra  scire  velit  paternitas 
quod  quinto  die  instantis  mensis  Aprilis  ultimo  preterito  vestras  recepi 
literas  honorabiles  pro  expedicionc  cujusdam  permutacionis  inter 
Tliomam  Jayat  Rectorem  ecclesie  parochialis  do  Bury  mearum  col- 
lacionis  et  diocesis  et  Johannetn  Goodyng  Rectorem  ecclesie  parochialis 
de  Neweton  juxta  Bury  Norwicensis  diocesis.  Verum  pater  reverende 
firmiter  credo  et  suspicor  vehementer  quod  si  eidem  paternitati  vestre 
de  qualitate  et  circumstanciis  hujus  negocii  plenius  constitisset 
expeditionem  hujusmodi  permutacionis  in  juris  delusionem  et  deroga- 
eiouem  juris  modo  per  lapsum  teinporis  michi  adquisiti  non  duxissit 
aliqualiter  sic  scribendum.  Est  enim  verum  pater  reverende  quod 
prefatus  Thomas  Jayat  die  et  festo  Pentecostes  ultimo  preteritis  fuit 
institutus  et  inductus  in  corporalem  possessionem  ecclesie  de  Bury 
superius  memorate  gaudens  continue  ab  illo  die  ipsius  pacifica  posses  - 


Bishop  R.  Rede  to  Bishop  Chichele  of  St.  David's,  then 
Elect- Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

36.  Reverend  father  in  Christ  and  most  loving  Lord,  premising  my 
most  humble  commendation,  with  the  keenest  satisfaction  at  hearing 
lately  of  your  safety  and  longed  for  prosperity,  and  with  immense  joy 
of  heart  about  your  promotion  now  publicly  announced,  may  your 
fatherhood  be  willing  to  know  that  on  the  5th  day  last  past  of  the 

!  present  month  April,  I  received  your  honoured  letters  for  the  further- 
ing of  a  certain  exchange  between  Thomas  Jayat,  Rector  of  the  Parish 
Church  of  Bury  of  my  Collation  and  Diocese  and  John  Goodyng, 
Rector  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Newton  near  Bury  of  Norwich 
Diocese.  But  reverend  Father,  I  firmly  believe  and  have  a  very 
strong  suspicion  that  it'  your  Paternity  had  a  fuller  knowledge  about 

I  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  this  business  you  would  not  have 

>  thought  of  writing  so  favourably  of  this  exchange  which  would  tend 
to  the  discredit  and  derogation  of  my  right  [as  patron],  a  right  lately 
acquired  by  me  through  lapse  of  time.    For  it  is  true,  reverend 

,  Father,  that  the  said  Thomas  Jayat  on  Whit  Sunday  last  past  was 
instituted  and  inducted  into  the  corporal  possession  of  the  Church  of 
Bury  above-mentioned  enjoying  from  that  day  onward  its  peaceable 
yOL.  TIJI,  B 
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sione  ac  percipiens  integre  Eructus  et  proventus  ex  eadem,  necnon 
quandam  notabilem  summam  pecunie  videlicet  xx  libras  argenti  ab  1 
executoribus    predecessoris    sni   immediate  defuncti.      Idem  tamen 
Thomas  tempore  assecucionis  hujusmodi  beneficii  primam  duntaxat 
ut  asseruit  ob  tin  en  a  tonsuram  A<l  alios  superiores  ordines  juxta  juris 
exigentiam  hucusque  nullatenus  est  promotus.    Nec  de  ij)sius  bene- 
ficii proventibus  aut  aliis  nomine  reparacionis  perceptis  quicquam  in 
ipsius    beneficii    utilitatem    aliqualiter    convertit    licet   sibi    super  i 
premissis     videlicet     tarn     ordinibus     suscipiendis     quam     ij>sius  I 
beneficii    defect  ibus    reparandis    frequenter    prout    ad    bee  ex 
conscientia   urgebar  moniciones    ac   exhortaciones   fecerim    pater-  I 
nales.     Jamque  tarde  cum  quidem  Thomas  videlicet  post  inediam  I 
dominicam  Quadragesime  pro  Uteris  dimissoriis  sibi  concedendis  ad  I 
me  personaliter  nccessisset,  easdemque  literas  fecissem  sibi  sigillari  I 
et  afferri  ipse  eis  spretis  et  neglectis  a  mea  presencia  discessit,  eo  quod  I 
cum  ipso  juxta  Capitulum  Cum  ex  eo  insistendo  studio  literarumil 
nolui  dispensare  quia  se  ad  studium  quovismodo  non  disposuit  nec  adjl 
alium  superiorem  ordinem  suscipiendum,  quatenus  intelligere  potuifl 
aliqualiter  preparavit.    Unde  ex  causis  premissis  et  aliis  meam  con- II 


possession  and  receiving  in  full  the  fruits  and  revenues  from  the  same, 
and  besides  a  notable  sum  of  money  namely  £20  of  silver  from  the; 
executors  of  his  predecessor  very  lately  deceased.    Yet  the  samej 
Thomas  from  the  time  that  he  acquired  this  benefice,  having  then,  asj] 
he  said  only  first  tonsure,  has  by  no  means  so  far  been  promoted  toj 
the  higher  orders  as  the  law  requires,  nor  from  the  revenues  of  hifj 
benefice,  nor  from  the  other  money  received  under  the  title  of  repairs  I 
has  he  contributed  anything  in  any  way  to  the  good  of  his  benefice 
although  I  made  paternal  admonitions  and  exhortations,  as  by  conjj 
science  I  was  urged  thereto,  as  well  for  his  taking  Orders  as  foil 
repairing  the  dilapidations  of  bis  benefice.    And  now  when  Thomas  |« 
lately,  that  is  after  mid-Lent  Sunday,  had  applied  to  me  personally  foi  I 
letters  dimissory  to  be  granted  to  him,  and  I  had  caused  the  samJB 
letters  to  be  sealed  and  brought  to  him,  spurning  and  neglecting  thenjltii 
he  left  my  presence,  because  I  was  unwilling  to  dispense  him  fronji:* 
pursuing  literary  study  according  to  the  Chapter  Gum  ex  eo,3b  becaus||  T([j 
he  had  not  in  any  way  disposed  himself  to  study,  nor  made  preparation'  1^ 
for  taking  any  higher  order,  as  far  as  I  could  in  any  way  understand  ■;«! 
Whence  from  the  causes  premised  and  others  justly  affecting  m  lim 

33  See  Lyndewood's  Provinciale,  lib.  iii7  fo.  lxyi,  (ed.  Paris,  15J5);  and  not 
infra  in  the  Appendix , 

I 
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scientiam  juste  moventibus  vestre  paternitati  alias  vive  vocis  oraeulo 
apercius  declarandis  ipsius  Thome  supplicacionem  super  permutacione 
sibi  concedenda  tunc  mihi  per  ipsum  factam  non  duxi  sic  uti  nec  de 
juris  et  conscience  dictamine  debebam  aliqualiter  concedendam. 
Verum  pater  reverende  iutime  affectans  vestre  paternitati  quantum 
cum  Deo  et  conscience  puritate  potero  complacere  mitto  eidem 
paternitati  quandam  commissionem  ad  exequendum  vices  meas  in 
hujusmodi  permutacionis  negocio  si  vobis  videatur  quod  sit  non 
obstantibus  premissis  in  ipso  procedendum  et  specialiter  attenta 
amissione  juris  mei  in  in  (sic)  collacione  dicti  beneficii  cum  jam 
certum  sit  eum  non  posse  infra  tempus  juris  ad  ordines  requisitos 
aliqualiter  promoveri.  Consideratoque  habit ti  lascivo  quo  idem 
Thomas  publice  incedit  ac  neglectu  tonsure  clericalis  quam  nullatenus 
gestat  apparenter  et  officii  seu  servicii  sui  secularis  quod  exercet  non 
video  quod  ad  sacros  ordines  intendit  de  proximo  aspirare  sed  quod 
velit  lucrare  et  consumere  fructus  ecclesie  antedicte,  et  ut  certissime 
credo  quamdiu  ipsum  beneficium  occupare  poterit  ipsius  fructus 
percipere  mala  fide,  licet  aliquantulum  morem  epistolarem  excesserim 
vestram  supplico  non  tedeat  caritatem  quia  ad  liberandam  animam 


conscience  which  can  be  explained  to  your  Paternity  more  openly  at 
some  other  time  by  the  oracle  of  speech,  I  did  not  think  that  I  ought  to 
grant  the  supplication  of  Thomas  about  an  exchange  made  to  me  by 
himself  at  that  time,  as  being  amenable  either  to  the  dictates  of  right 
or  conscience.    But  reverend  father,  in  my  close  affection  for  your 
Paternity,  so  far  as  with  God  and  a  clear  conscience  1  can  give  you 
satisfaction,  I  send  to  the  same  your  Paternity  a  certain  commission 
to  further  my  office  in  the  business  of  this  exchange  if  it  seem  good  to 
you,  notwithstanding  the  premises,  to  proceed  in  it,  and  specially 
noticing  the  loss  of  my  right  in  the  collation  of  the  said  benefice  since 
it  is  now  certain  that  he  cannot  within  lawful  time  be  in  any  way 
promoted  to  the  requisite  orders,  and  considering  the  gay  clothing  in 
|  which  the  same  Thomas  publicly  appears  and  the  neglect  of  clerical 
i  tonsure  which  he  in  nowise  uses  apparently  and  [the  fact  of]  the 
j  secular  duty  or  service  which  he  practises,  I  do  not  see  that  he  intends 
\  for  some  time  to  come  to  aspire  to  Holy  Orders,  but  that  he  wishes  to 
get  gain  and  to  consume  the  fruits  of  the  Church  aforesaid,  and  as 
j  I  most  certainly  believe,  so  long  as  he  can  hold  that  benefice,  to 
jj  receive  its  fruits  with  dishonest  iutent. 

Although  I  have  somewhat  exceeded  the  usual  length  of  a  letter 
;  I  crave  that  it  may  not  weary  your  good  nature,  because  I  have 
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mean  el  ne  vestra  circumveniatur  religio  sic  facti  qualitatem  prolixe 
credidi  explicandam.  restrain  p[aternam]  r[everentiam]  ad  ecclesid 
sue  regimen  el  munimen  din  adaugeat  aostri  clemencia  SalvatorisJ 
Scriptum. 

XXX VII.    Mandatum  Regis  [l)e  le  Roi].    Do  veniendo  ad  consilium 
magnum.86    [fo.  11.] 

Reverent  pere  en  dieu  Nous  vows  saluous  tressouvent  el  dentier 
cuer  eh  vous  signifiant  que  pour  certaines  tres  chargeantes  causes  et 
busoignes  fconchantz  nous  et  la  gouvernance  de  uotre  Roiaume  et  la 
defense  de  nos  foiaux  subgitz  encontre  la  malice  de  noz  enernys  sibien 
de  France  come  de  plusieurs  autres  constres  pardela  qi  safforcent  faire 
ie  mal  qils  purront  a  noz  ditz  Roiaume  et  soubgiz  si  a  leur  malice  ne 
soit  resistez  Nous  avons  ordonez  davoir  un  notre  graiet  Consail  a  notre  I 
Paleys  de  Westmonster  lundy  le  neufisme  jour  de  Fevrier  prochein 
uenant.  Par  quoi  vous  prions  trescherement  que  as  ditz  jour  et  lieu 
estre  vuillez  devers  nous  sauns  defaute  pur  nous  conseiller  en  lea 


thought  it  right  to  make  so  prolix  an  explanation  of  the  nature  of  this 
case,  to  deliver  my  own  soul  and  lest  your  religious  scruples  should 
be  violated. 

May  the  clemency  of  our  Saviour  long  increase  your  paternal 
reverence  to  the  rule  and  defence  of  His  Church.  Written.37 

The  King's  Mandate.    Concerning  coming  to  the  great  Council. 

37.  Reverend  Father  in  God  we  greet  you  very  often  and  with  our 
whole  heart,  in  signifying  to  you  that  for  certain  very  weighty  causes 
and  needs  touching  us  and  the  government  of  our  Kingdom  and  the 
defence  of  our  faithful  subjects  against  the  malice  of  our  enemies  as 
well  of  France  as  of  many  other  Countries  thereabouts,  who  try  by 
violence  to  do  all  the  harm  they  can  to  our  said  Kingdom  and  subjects 
if  their  malice  be  not  resisted,  we  have  given  orders  to  have  our 
great  Council  at  our  Palace  of  Westminster  on  Monday  the  9th  day  of 
February  next  coming.  Wherefore  we  pray  you  very  dearly  that  at 
the  said  day  and  place,  you  will  appear  before  us  without  fail  to 

36  The  last  word  in  a  later  hand. 

37  Place  and  date  left  blank.  On  the  death  of  Archbishop  Arundel,  on  Feb.  19 
1414,  the  King  nominated  Chichele  to  the  See  of  Canterbury  ;  he  was  elected  o 
March  4,  received  the  temporalities  May  30,  and  the  pall  July  24  (Art.  Chichele 
D.N.B.).  His  election  probably  took  place  immediately  after  the  date  of  his  lette 
to  Rede,  though  Rede  did  not  receive  it  till  early  in  April,  and  was  therefore  abl 
to  offer  his  congratulations  in  a  graceful  way  when  be  replied. 
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j  susdictes  causes  et  busoignes  et  en  les  auctres  matires  que  lors  vous 
!  seront  exposees.    Et  ce  ne  vuillez  lesser  si  comne  vous  desirez  la 

conservacion  cle  notre  honeur  et  la  sauvacion  de  noz  Roiaume  et 
j  soubgiz  susdictz  et  come  eschiur  veullez  le  peril  que  avenir  purroit 

par  votre  absence  si  par  icelle  le  susdit  notre  counsail  feusse 
j  erapeschez  Donne  sous  notre  prive  seal  a  Westmonster  le  xxij  jour 

de  Janver. 

XXXVIII.    [Vow  of  Chastity  by  a  non-Religious.] 
Votum  castitatis.    [fo.  72.] 
Item  nono  die  mensis  Aprilis  in  Capella  domini  de  Aumberle  eodem 
anno  (1399)  domina  Alicia  Seynt  Johan  domina  de  Regenet  vovebat 
castitatem  et  professionem  sub  hac  forma  verborum.    Ego  N.  promitto 
stabilitatem  et  conversacionem   (sic)   morum  atque  castatitem  me 
I  servaturam  omnipotenti  deo  beate  marie  et  omnibus  Sanctis  ac  tibi 
!  domino  Episcopo  usque  ad  mortem. 

'  XXXIX.    [Instance  of  the  Manumission  of  a  serf  on  an  Episcopal 
Manor.]    [fo.  141  v.] 

Omnibus  Christi  fidelibus  ad  quos  prsesens  scriptum  pervenerit. 
1  Robertus  permissione  divina  Cicestrensis  episcopus  salutem  in  domino 
sempiternam.    Cum  ab  inicio  natura  omnes  homines  liberos  protulit 


advise  us  in  the  abovesaid  causes  and  needs,  and  in  the  other  matters 
which  will  then  be  submitted  to  you.  And  in  this  you  will  not  fail  as 
you  desire  the  conservation  of  our  honour  and  the  safety  of  our 
Kingdom  and  of  our  subjects  aforesaid,  and  as  you  wish  to  escape  the 
peril  which  might  ensue  on  your  absence,  if  thereby  our  aforesaid 
Council  should  be  hindered.  Given  under  our  privy  seal  at  West- 
minster January  22nd,  [?  140f  ]. 

A  vow  of  Chastity. 

38.  Also  on  April  9th  in  the  Lord's  Chapel  at  Ainberley,  the  same 
I  year  (1399),  dame  Alice  St.  John  Lady  of  ...  .  vowed  Chastity  and 
!  profession  in  this  form  of  words.  I  N.  promise  that  1  will  keep 
;  stability  and  guardedness  of  character  and  chastity  to  Almighty  (rod, 
I  Blessed  Mary  and  to  all  the  Saints  and  to  thee,  lord  Bishop,  until 

death. 

39.  To  all  the  faithful  of  Christ  to  whom  the  present  writing  shall 
I  come  Robert  by  divine  permission  Bishop  of  Chichester  everlasting 
(health  in  the  Lord.  Since  from  the  beginning  nature  produced  all 
men  free,  and  afterwards  the  law  of  nations  placed  some  of  them 
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el  poatea  jus  gencium  quosdam  illorum  jugo  eubstituil  servitutisj 
Pium  t  ore  credimue  et  meritorium  apud  deum  illos  manumittere  et 
beneficio  pristine  reddere  libertatia.  Cujue  rei  consideracione  aoi 
Kolx-i  t us  Kj)iscoj)iis  CiceHtrenHis  predictue  premoti  dilectum  nobis  in 
Christo  Robertum  Tye  nativum  manerii  nostri  de  Cakbam  propter 
ipsius  in  eigne  servicium  et  labores  in  defencione  jurium  et  libertatud 
nostrofum  et  ecclesie  nostre  cathedral  is  Cicestrensis  per  quamplured 
annos  ntiliter  impensa  ex  causis  premissis  et  alias  bene  meritum  ab 
omni  Vinculo  et  servili  condicione  quibus  nobis  et  ecclesie  nostre  pre- 
dicte  astrictus  existit  absolvimus  et  liberavimus,  ipsumque  Robertum 
in  quantum  possumus  manumittimus  etliberum  efficimus  imperpetuum 
per  presentes.  In  cujus  rei  testimonium  sigillum  nostrum  presentibus 
apj)osuimus.  Datum  in  manerio  nostro  de  Duryngwyk  tertio  die 
mensis  .Tanuarii,  Anno  Domini  Millesimo  cccc0  decimo.  Et  nostre 
translacionis  anno  quintodecimo. 

XL.    [Indulgence  granted  to  those  who  assist  a  poor  hermit.] 

Litera  coneessa  pauperi  heremite.    [fo.  1-1.] 

Universis  sancte  matris  ecclesie  h'liis  ad  quos  presentes  litere  per- 
venerint  Kobertus  permissione  divina  Cicestrensis  E|)iscopus  Salutem 
in  Domino  sempiternam.    Obsequium  deo  gratum  tociens  credimus 


under  the  yoke  of  slavery,  we  believe  that  it  is  a  godly  thing  and 
meritorious  in  G-od's  sight  to  manumit  them  and  to  restore  them  to 
the  blessing  of  pristine  liberty.  By  consideration  whereof  Ave  Robert 
Bishop  of  Chichester  being  much  moved  have  freed  and  liberated  our 
beloved  in  Christ,  Eobert  Tye  a  bondman  of  our  Manor  of  Cackham  on 
account  of  his  notable  service  and  labours  usefully  employed  in 
defence  of  our  rights  and  liberties  and  those  of  our  Cathedral  Church 
of  Chichester  through  very  many  years,  from  the  causes  premised  and 
otherwise  deserving  well,  from  every  bond  and  servile  condition 
Avhereby  he  is  bound  to  us  and  to  our  Church  aforesaid  :  and  Eobert 
himseif  so  far  as  we  can  Ave  manumit  and  make  free  for  ever  by  these 
presents.  In  testimony  Avhereof  we  have  attached  our  seal  to  these 
presents.  Given  in  our  Manor  of  Duryngwyk  on  January  3rd,  1410> 
and  in  the  15th  year  of  our  translation. 

A  letter  granted  to  a  poor  hermit. 

40.  To  all  sons  of  holy  mother  Church  to  whom  the  present  letters 
shall  come  Eobert,  etc.,  wishes  eternal  health  in  the  Lord.  We 
believe  that  we  do  a  service  pleasing  to  Grod  as  often  as  Ave  stir  up 
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exercere  quociens  mentes  fidelium  ad  pietatis  et  caritatis  opera 
allectivis  indulgenciarum  muneribus  propencius  excitemus.  De  dei 
igitur  omnipotentis  misericordia  glorioseque  virginis  marie  genetricis 
ipsius  ac  beatorum  apostolorum  petn  et  pauli  necnon  beatissimi  con- 
fessoris  Sancti  Eicardi  patroni  nostri  omniumque  sanctorum  meritis 
confidentes  et  preeibus  cunctis  Christocolis  per  nostram  diocesitn 
ubilibet  coustitutis  et  aliis  quorum  diocesani  hauc  nostram  indulgen- 
eiam  ratam  habuerint  et  aeceptam  de  peccatis  suis  vere  contritis  et 
eonfessis  qui  ad  sustentacionem  Eicardi  Petevyne  heremite  capelle 
sancti  Ciriaci  in  civitate  nostra  Cicestrie  fundate  et  ad  reparacionem 
ejusdem  capelle  aliqua  de  bonis  sibi  a  deo  collatis  contulerint  ceu 
quovismodo  assignaverint  subsidia  caritatis  quadraginta  dies  indul- 
gencie  concedimus  per  presentes.  In  cujns  rei  testimonium  Sigillum 
nostrum  presentibus  est  appensum.  Datum  in  manerio  nostro  de 
Duryngwyk  tercio  die  mensis  Aprilis  anno  domini  Millesimo  quad- 
ringentesimo  quinto  Et  nostre  translacionis  anno  nono. 

XLI.    [Temporary  Licence  for  a  private  Oratory.] 

Licentia  ad  celebrandam  Missam,  (in  a  recent  hand),    [fo.  16  v.~\ 

Robertus  permissione  divina  Cicestrensis  Episcopus  dilecto  nobis  in 
Christo  Fratri  Johanni  Buket  monacho  ac  priori  prioratus  de  haylyng 


more  readily  the  minds  of  the  faithful  to  works  of  piety  and  charity  by 
the  attractive  grants  of  indulgences.  Therefore  of  the  mercy  of 
Almighty  God,  and  trusting  in  the  merits  and  prayers  of  the  glorious 
Virgin  Mary  His  mother  and  of  the  blessed  Apostles  Peter  and  Paul 
and  also  of  the  most  blessed  Confessor  St.  Richard  our  patron  and  of 

:  all  the  Saints  we  grant  by  these  presents  40  days  of  indulgence  to 
all  Christ's  worshippers  through  our  Diocese  wherever  they  may  be, 

|  and  to  others  whose  Diocesans  shall  ratify  and  accept  this  our  indul- 
gence being  truly  contrite  and  confessed  of  their  sins  who  have 
contributed  or  in  any  way  assigned  any  of  the  goods  conferred  on 
them  by  Gi-od  as  charitable  supplies  towards  the  support  of  Richard 
Petevyne,  hermit  of  the  Chapel  of  St.  Ciriac  founded  in  our  City  of 
Chichester,  and  to  the  repairs  of  the  same  Chapel.  In  witness  hereof 
our  seal  is  attached  to  these  presents.  Griven  in  our  Manor  of 
Duryngwyk  April  3  a.d.  1405,  and  in  the  9th  year  of  our  transla- 
tion. 

Licence  to  celebrate  Mass. 

41.  Robert  by  Divine  permission  Bishop  of  Chichester  to  our 
beloved  brother  in  Christ  John  Buket,  Monk  and  Prior  of  the  Priory 
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salutcm  graeiam  et  bcncdictionem  ut  in  oratorio  habitacionis  vest  re 
infra  Civitatem  oostram  Cicestrcnsem  situate  dumtamen  oratorium 
ill ud  ad  hoc  decens  fuerit  et  honcMtum  eelebrare  ac  missas  et  alia 
divina  officia  per  presbyteros  ydoneos  valcatis  submissa  voce  coram 
vobis  facere  celebrari  vobis  ac  aliis  capellanis  licenciam  tenore  pre- 
sentium  concedii  mis  specu  ilem  ad  aostri  beneplacitum  duraturam.  In 
cujus  rci  testimonium  Sigillum  nostrum  presentibus  est  appensum. 
Datum  in  manerio  nostro  de  Amberle  vicesimo  die  mensis  Octobris 
anno  domini  millesimo  cccc"10  quinto  et  nostre  translacionis  anno 
nono. 

XLII.    [Submission  of  a  notorious  offender  to  the  Church  and 
penance  enjoined  by  the  Bishop.]    [fo.  106  v.] 

Memorandum  quod  nono  die  mensis  Marcii  anno  domini  et  loco  I 
predictis  [1404,  Duryngewyk]  comparuit  spontanee  coram  domino 
in  Capella  sua  quidem  (sic)  Johannes  Kentys  alias  dictus  Brad- 
brwgge  alias  propter  suas  multiplicatas  contumacias  et  manifestos 
offensas  judicialiter  contractas  excommunicatus  et  sic  publice  denun- 
ciatus  Eecognoscensque  denunciacionem.  Et  quod  ipse  scienter 
libertatem  domini  et  ecclesie  sue  Cicestrensis  alias  intravit  et  extra 
eandem  absque  licencia  in  ea  parte  competenti  unum  equum  pro 


of  Hayling,  health,  grace  and  benediction.    That  in  the  Oratory  of 
your  dwelling  situate  within  our  City  of  Chichester  provided  that 
Oratory  is  comely  and  clean  you  may  celebrate  and  have  celebrated 
before  you  in  a  low  tone  by  fit  priests,  masses  and  other  divine  offices  j 
we  give  to  you  and  other  Chaplains  special  leave  by  these  presents  to  j 
last  at  our  good  pleasure.    In  testimony  whereof  our  seal  is  attached  j 
to  these  presents.    Given  in  our  manor  of  Amberley  October  20th, 
1405,  and  in  the  ninth  year  of  our  Translation. 

42.  Be  it  remembered  that  on  March  the  9th  the  year  and  place 
aforesaid  there  spontaneously  appeared  before  the  lord  in  his  Chapel 
one  John  Kentys,  otherwise  called  Bradbrwgge  otherwise  on  account 
of  his  repeated  contumacies  and  manifest  offences  judically  contracted 
the  Excommunicate  and  so  publicly  denounced  and  acknowledging  the 
sentence,  and  because  he  knowingly  entered  the  liberty  of  the  lord 
and  of  his  Church  of  Chichester  on  another  occasion  and  took  and  led 
out  of  the  same  without  any  sufficient  leave  in  that  respect  a  horse  for 
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uno  Stresse  (sic)  cepit  et  abduxit,  sentenciam  excommunicacionis  ea 
de  causa  incurrendo  humiliter  se  submisit  domino  et  obtulit  se  pro 
premissis  satisfacturum  juxta   ordinacionem  domini.     Et  dominus 
adinisit  suam  submissionem.    Et  dictus  Johannes  Kentys  deliberavit 
Johanni  Grernon  Domicello  ad  statim  quatuor  solidos  in  recompensa- 
i  cionem  veri  valoris  dicti  equi  per  ipsum  ut  predicitur  abducti  et  in 
signum  restitucionis  ejusdem.     Et  postea  prestito  juramento  per 
i  ipsum  Johannem  Kentys  ad  sancta  Dei  evangelia  de  stando  mandatis 
:   ecclesie  et  de  peragendo  penitenciam  ei  pro  commissis  imponendam 
!  Dominus  ipsum  absolvebat  in  forma  juris  et  injunxit  quod  tribus 
diebus  in  septimana  preter  diem  veneris  usque  ad  pascha  contentus 
esset  uno  genere  piscium.    Et  insuper  quod  in  festo  Sancti  Kicardi 
I  vel  alia  vice  quando  sibi  placeret  peregrinaretur  et  offerret  ad  fere- 
trum  Sancti  Ricardi  unum  cereum  secundum  ipsius  devocionem.  Et 
I  istam  penitenciam  ut  dixit  idem  Johannes  adtunc  humiliter  adim- 
pleret  et  peragere  vellet  libenter.    Presentibus  tunc  ibidem  discretis 
viris  domino  Johanne  Asseheford  Willelmo  Walton   domicello  et 
Johanue  Lyndefeld  auctoritate  apostolica  notario. 


I  a  stray,  thereby  incurring  the  sentence  of  excommunication,  he 
humbly  submitted  himself  to  the  lord  and  offered  to  make  satisfaction 
for  the  premisses  according  to  the  lord's  appointment.    And  the  lord 
accepted  his  submission.    And  the  said  John  Kentys  delivered  to 
John  Grernon  domicellus  at  once  four  shillings  in  recompense  of  the 
true  value  of  the  said  horse  thus,  as  is  aforesaid,  taken  away  by  him 
and  as  a  sign  of  the  restitution  of  the  same.    And  afterwards  an  oath 
I  being  taken  by  the  same  John  Kentys  on  the  holy  Grospels  of  Grod  to 
j,  submit  to  the  mandates  of  the  Church  and  to  perform  such  penance 
(  as  should  be  laid  upon  him  for  his  crimes  the  lord  absolved  him  in 
lawful  form,  and  enjoined  that  on  three  days  in  the  week  besides 
Fridays  up  to  Easter  he  should  be  content  with  one  kind  of  fish,  and 
>  moreover  that  on  the  feast  of  St.  Richard88  or  on  another  occasion 
when  he  pleased  he  should  make  a  pilgrimage  and  carry  to  the 
Feretory  of  St.  Richard  a  wax  candle  [in  value]  according  to  his 
i  devotion.    And  that  penance,  as  the  same  John  said  at  the  time,  he 
1  would  humbly  fulfil,  and  would  willingly  carry  out.    Being  present 
then  and  there  the  discreet   men   Sir  John  Asseheford,  William 
Walton   domicellus   and    John   Lyndefeld   notary   by  Apostolical 
authority. 

38  April  3rd. 
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XLIII,    [The  appointment  of  a  Commissary  for  a  special  object.] 

Commissio  facta  magistro  Johanni  Pedewell  in  negocio  de  Lewes. 

[fo.  14  v.] 

Robertas  permissione  divina,  etc.,  dilecto  nobis  m  Christo  magistro 
Johanni  Pedewell  in  legibus  Bacallario  ealutem  graciam  et  benedie- 
tionem.  Cum  nuper  in  visitacione  nostra  ordinaria  per  nos  et  certos 
nostros  Commissarios  in  nostris  Civitate  et  diocesi  anno  dni.  millesirno 
cccc"10  tercio  actualiter  exercita  coram  nobis  et  eis  compertum  fuit 
pariter  et  detectum  religiosos  viros  priorem  et  conventum  monasters 
sive  prioratus  de  Lewes  ordinis  Cluniacensis  nostre  diocesis  ecclesial 
parochiales  de  Kyngyston,  Ifbrd,  Pedyngho,  Falmere,  Rottyndene, 
Bryghthelmyston,  Cokefeld,  Peccham,  Dychenyng,  Westhothlegh  et 
Estgrenestede  ut  eis  unitas  appropriatas  pariter  et  annexas  occupasse 
detinuisse  et  in  usus  ipsorum  ut  dicebatur  possidisse.  Nos  eisdem 
religiosis  viris  ad  comparendum  coram  discretis  viris  magistris  Philippo 
Galeys  ecclesie  nostre  Cicestrensis  Thesaurario  et  Roberto  Neel  dicte 
ecclesie  nostre  Canonico  nostris  Commissariis  aut  eorum  altero  literas  I 
instrumenta  jura  et  munimenta  uniones  appropriaciones  annexiones  et  J 
assecuciones  dictarum  ecclesiarum  eis  et  eorum  monasterio  sive  j 
prioratui  ut  pretenditur  facta  qualitercuuque  coiicernencia  ac  juris 


A  Commission  made  to  Master  John  Pedewell  in  the  busiuess  of 

Lewes. 

43.  Robert  by  divine  permission,  etc.,  to  our  beloved  in  Christ, 
Master  John  Pedewell,  LL.B.,  health,  grace  and  benediction.  Whereas i 
lately  in  our  Visitation  actually  held  by  us  and  by  certain  of  our  Com- 
missaries  in  our  City  and  diocese  A.D.  14-03  it  was  alike  found  and 
detected  before  us  and  them  that  the  religious  men  the  Prior  and  Con-| 
vent  of  the  Monastery  or  Priory  of  Lewes  of  the  Cluniac  order  of  our 
Diocese  have  occupied,  held  and  possessed  for  their  own  uses,  as  it  was 
said,  the  Parish  Churches  of  Kingston,  Iford,  Piddinghoo,  Palmer,  Rot- 
tingdean,  Brightlielmston,Cuckneld,Patcham,  Ditchling,  West  Hoathly, 
and  East  Grrinstead  as  united  appropriated  alike  and  annexed  to  them. 
We  by  certain  letters  of  our  tenor  made  with  this  object  under  certain 
manner  and  form  more  fully  expressed  in  the  same  letters  caused  the 
same  religious  men  to  be  summoned  to  appear  before  the  discreet  menj 
Masters  Philip  Graleys,  Treasurer  of  our  Church  of  Chichester  and 
Robert  Neel,  Canon  of  our  said  Church  of  Chichester  or  one  of  them; 
[to  shew]  the  letters,  instruments,  laws,  and  muniments  made  and  in  any 
way  concerning  the  unions,  appropriations,  annexions  and  assecutions] 
of  the  said  churches  to  them  and  to  their  monastery  or  priory,  as  it  is; 
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titulum  vel  titulos  quibus  mediantibus  dictis  ecclesiis  incumbebant  et 
incumbunt  si  quern  seu  quos  habuerint  in  eis  vel  aliqua  eorundem 

■  per  certas  nostri  tenoris  literas  in  ea  parte  confectas  sub  certis 
modo  et  forma  in  eidem39  Uteris  plenius  expressatis  fecimus 
evocari.  Qui  quidem  Commissarii  nostri  antedicti  ad  noimullos 
actus  judieiales  in  predicto  negoeio  sen  causa  exhibicionis  pre- 
dictis  Commissariis  ut  premittitur  commisso  seu  commissa  rite  et 
legitime  procedentes  tandem  variis  occupacionibus  quominus  ad 
ulteriora  in  negoeio  seu  causa  antedictis  procedere  valeant  vel  alter 
eorum  valeat  sicut  ad  nostrum  provenit  auditum  extiterant  prepediti. 

|  et  ne  igitur  negocium  sic  inchoatum  diu  remaneat  indecisum  ad  pro- 
eedendum  ulterius  juxta  formam  retroactorum  per  discretos  viros  com- 
missarios  nostros  antedictos  in  dicto  negoeio  seu  causa  factorum  et 
habitorum  necnon  in  eodem  negoeio  cognoscendum  statuendum  et 
quod  justum  f uerit  decernendum  ipsumque  negocium  sive  causam  cum 
omnibus  suis  incidentibus  emergentibus  dependentibus  et  connexis 
fine  debito  terrain andum  ac  dictis  religiosis  viris  in  premissis  et  ea 
concernentibus  justicie   complementum   faciendum   vobis   de  cujus 

!  circumspectionis  industria  in  domino  fiduciam  habentes40  vices  nostras 

!  committimus  cum  cohercionis  cujuslibet  canonice  potestate.  Proviso 


alleged,  aud  the  title  or  titles  of  law  by  means  of  which  they  occupied 
and  now  occupy  the  said  Churches,  if  they  have  any  in  them  or  in  any 
tone  of  them?    Which  Commissaries  of  ours  aforesaid,  proceeding 
>  duly  and  lawfully  to  certain  judicial  acts  in  the  aforesaid  business  or 
case  of  exhibition  committed,  as  is  stated  above,  to  the  aforesaid  com- 
[  missaries  had  been  at  length  hindered  by  various  occupations,  as  it 
comes  to  our  hearing,  from  proceeding,  or  either  of  them  proceeding 
(to  further  measures  in  the  business  or  case  aforesaid.    And  therefore, 
[lest  the  business  thus  begun  should  remain  long  undecided,  for  the 
further  proceeding  according  to  the  form  of  things  already  done  and 
had  by  the  discreet  men  our  commissaries  aforesaid  in  the  said  business 
jor  case,  also  in  the  same  business  that  you  may  learn,  determine  and 
I  to  decree  what  is  just,  and  that  you  may  terminate  with  due  conclusion 
the  business  or  case  itself  with  all  its  incidents,  emergencies,  depend- 
encies and  connexions,  and  that  you  may  do  to  the  full  what  justice 
|iemands  for  the  said  religious  men  in  the  premisses  and  what  concerns 
i them,  to  you  in  whose  circumspection  and  industry  we  have  confidence 

i 

39  Sic  ?  "  eisdem." 

40  Sic  ?  "  habemus 

| 
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quod  iios  expedito  hujusmodi  negocio  legitime  certificari  curetis  de 
omni  c(»<|iio(l  t'eceritis  in  premissis.  [ncujusrei  testimonium  Sigillum 
nostrum  presentibus  est  appensum.  Datum  in  manerio  nostro  dc 
Duryngwyk  quinto  die  mensis  Aprilis  anno  dni.  millcsimo  ccccmo 
quinto  et  nostre  translacionis  anno  nono. 

XLIV.    [Instance  of  sequestration  for  necessary  repairs.] 

Mandatum  ad  sequestrandum  pro  reparacione.    [fo.  10  v.] 

Robertus  etc.  dilectis  nobis  in  Christo  VenerabiJi  et  Religioso  viro 
Johanni  priori  prioratusde  Michelham  et  Magistro  Johanni  de  Depyng 
nostro  in  Archidiaconatu  Lewensi  Sequestrator  immo  Rectori  ecclesie 
parochialis  de  Blachyngton  juxta  Seford  nostre  diocesis  Salutem 
graciam  et  benedictionem.  Quia  dominus  Robertus  Gylberd  Canonicus 
ecclesie  nostre  Cicestrensis  et  Prebendarius  Prebende  de  Sutton  in 
eadem  jam  det'unctus  defectus  notabiles  in  Cancello  domibus  edin'ciis 
et  clausuris  aliisque  rebus  ad  dictam  prebendam  spectantibus  quam- 
plures  defectus  notabiles  (sic)41  prout  ex  fama  publica  et  facti  Notarii 
evidencia  referentibus  accepimus  tempore  mortis  sue  sua  culpa  dimisit 
iucorrectos  quorum  reformaeio  pertinuit  et  pertinere  debuit  dum  vixit 


in  the  Lord  we  commit  our  office  with  power  of  any  canonical  coercion. 
Provided  that  when  this  business  has  been  furthered  you  take  care  to 
certify  us  lawfully  concerning  all  that  you  have  doue  in  the  premisses. 
Given  in  our  Manor  of  Duryngwyk  April  5th,  1405,  and  in  the  ninth 
year  of  our  Translation. 

44.  Robert  etc.  to  our  beloved  in  Christ,  the  Venerable  and 
Religious  man  John4-  Prior  of  the  Priory  of  Michelham  and  Master 
John  de  Depyng  our  Sequestrator  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Lewes,  and 
Rector  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Blatchington  near  Seaford  of  our 
Diocese  health,  grace  and  blessing.  Whereas  Sir  Richard  Grylberd, 
Canon  of  our  Church  at  Chichester  and  Prebendary  of  the  Prebend  of 
Sutton  in  the  same  now  deceased,  left  at  the  time  of  his  death,  as  wei 
have  heard  by  public  rumour  and  the  evidence  of  a  well-known  fact, 
by  his  own  fault  very  many  notable  defects  unamended,  in  the 
Chancel  houses,  buildings  and  enclosures  and  other  things  belonging 
to  the  said  Prebend,  the  repairing  of:  which  pertained  and  ought  to 

41  "  Defectus  notabiles  " — these  two  words  not  required. 

42  John  Leem,  Prior  of  Michelham  (c.  1376— c.  1415).  See  Salzmann's  History 
of  Sailsham,  p.  220. 
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ad  eundem.  Nos  igitur  indernpnitati  dicte  prebende  necnon  defuncto 
predicto  et  aliis  quorum  interest  hac  parte  utiliter  providere  volentes 
fructus  redditus  et  proventus  quoscunque  dicte  prebende  infra  juris- 
dictionein  nostram  ubicunque  existentes  pro  conservacione  eciam 
eorundem  bonorum  et  fructuum  et  ne  per  manus  illicitorum  occupa- 
torum  eonsumeutur  ex  causis  premissis  et  aliis  nos  in  hac  parte 
moventibus  duximus  sequestrandum  vobis  commmriter  et  divisim  corn- 
mittimus  et  mandamus  firmiter  injungendo  quatinus  sequestrum 
nostrum  hujusmodi  in  ecclesiis  de  Sutton  Seford  et  Blachyngton  ac 
aliis  locis  quibus  videbitur  expediens  diebus  dominicis  et  festivis 
recepcionem  presencium  immediate  sequentibus  inter  missarum  solemp- 
nia  debite  publicantes  bona  omnia  et  singula  per  nos  sic  sequestrata 
sub  arto  custodiatis  seu  custodiri  faciatis  sequestro  Donee  sequestrum 
nostrum  hujusmodi  meruerit  in  forma  juris  relaxari.  Inhibentes 
palam  et  publice  ne  quis  sequestrum  nostrum  hujusmodi  violare 
presumat  sub  pena  excommunicationis  majoris  in  quam  ipsos  violatores 
juxta  Sanctorum  constituciones  insidere  constat  ipso  facto.  Et  quid 
feceritis  et  factum  fuerit  in  premissis  nos  citra  festum  Purificacionis 
beate  Yirginis  reddatis  certiores  per  literas  vestras  patentee  harum 
seriem  continentes  seu  certificet  unus  vestrum  per  suas  autentico 


have  pertained  to  him  while  he  lived.  \Vre  therefore  wishing  to  provide 
i  usefully  in  this  regard  for  the  indemnity  of  the  said  prebend,  also  for 
the  deceased  aforesaid  and  for  others  whom  it  concerns  have  thought 
good  for  the  reasons  premised  and  others  moving  us  thereto  to  seques- 
trate the  fruits,  rents  and  revenues  of  whatever  kind  of  the  said  prebend 
wherever  they  are  within  our  jurisdiction  for  the  preservation  of  the 
same  goods  and  fruits  and  that  they  may  not  be  consumed  by  the  hands 
of  unlawful  occupiers.    To  you  jointly  and  severally  we  commit  and  witli 
strong  injunctions,  order  that  you  duly  publishing  this  our  sequestra, 
tion  in  the  Churches  of  Sutton,  Seaford  and  Blatchington  and  other 
places  in  which  it  shall  seem  to  you  expedient,  on  the  Sundays  and 
Festivals  immediately  following  the  receipt  of  these  presents,  shall 
!  keep  or  cause  to  be  kept  under  close  sequestration  all  and  singular 
j  the  goods  by  us  thus  sequestered  until  this  our  sequestration  can  be 
'  rightly  in  lawful  form  relaxed,  openly  and  publicly  inhibiting  anyone 
;  from  presuming  to  violate  this  our  sequestration  under  pain  of  the 
greater  excommunication,  into  which  it  is  clear  that  the  violators  fall 
'  by  the  very  fact  according  to  the  constitutions  of  the  Saints.  And 
j  what  you  do  and  what  has  been  done  in  the  premisses  do  you  certify 
us  or  let  one  of  you  certify  us  before  the  Feast  of  the  Purification  of 
the  Blessed  Virgin  by  your  letters  patent  dealing  with  this  matter 
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Sigillo  consignatas.     Datum    in    manerio    nostro  de   Duryngwyk.  I 
Septimo  di«  mensis  Januarii  nnno  domini  tnillesimo  ccccmo  quarto  et 
nostra  fcranslacioms  anno  nono. 

X  LY.    [Kemoval  of  a  writ  of  Sequestration.] 

Relaxacio  Sequestri.    [fo.  4  v.] 

Thomas  permissione  Divina  Cantuariensis  A  rchi-Episcopus  totiul 
Anglie  primas  et  Apostolice  Sedis  legatus  Yenerabili  Fratri  nostro 
domino  Roberto  dei  gracia  Cicestrensi  Episcopo  salutem  et  fraternal! 
in  domino  caritatem.  Licet  nos  alias  fruetus  reddituH  et  proventul 
Archidiaconatus  Le  wen  sis  propter  contumaciam  Archidiaconi  ejusdem 
in  non  comparendo  coram  nobis  in  eeclesia  ISancti  Pauli  London  xxj 
die  mensis  Aprilis  ultimo  elapso  ad  quern  (sic)  legitime  fuerat  ] 
evocatus  nobiseum  una  cum  Suffragan  is  nostris  ac  aliis  prelatis  ac  ' 
clero  nostre  Cantauriensis  provincie  super  certis  arduis  negociis  statum 
et  utilitatem  ecclesie  et  Regni  Anglicani  concernentibus  tractaturus 
contractam  ad  excitacionem  et  mocionem  dictorum  suffraganoruin 
nostrorum  ac  ceterorum  prelatorum  et  cleri  tunc  ibidem  presencium 
Sequestravirnus  justicia  mediante  ac  ipsum  sequestrum  nostram  {sic) 


in  order,  signed  with  an  authentic  seal.  Dated  in  our  Manor  of 
Duryngwyk  &c.  Janr.  7th  1404,  and  in  the  ninth  year  of  our  Transla- 
tion. 

Withdrawal  of  a  sequestration.13 

45.  Thomas  by  Divine  permission  Abp.  of  Canterbury  Primate  of 
All  England,  and  Legate  to  the  Apostolic  .See  to  our  Venerable 
brother  Robert  by  the  grace  of  God  Bp.  of  Chichester  health  and 
brotherly  love  in  the  Lord. 

Although  on  another  occasion,  justice  intervening,  we  sequestrated 
the  fruits,  rents  and  revenues  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Lewes  on 
account  of  the  contumacy  of  the  Archdeacon  of  the  same  contracted 
in  failing  to  appear  before  us  in  the  Church  of  St.  Paul,  London, 
on  April  21st  last  past  to  which  he  had  been  lawfully  summoned 
to  treat  with  us  together  with  our  Suffragans  and  other  Prelates 
and  the  Clergy  of  our  Province  of  Canterbury  upon  certain  weighty 
matters  of  business  concerning  the  condition  and  advantage  of  the 
Church  and  Kingdom  of  England,  at  the  urgency  and  motion  of 


43  See  Lyndewo4e's  frgvingiale,  lib.  ii.,  fo.  53 1>, 
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per  vos  publicari  inandavimus  et  dictos  fructus  redditus  et  proventus 
sub  arto  et  salvo  custodiri  sequestro.  Ipsius  tamen  Archidiaconi  piis 
precibus  favorabiliter  annuentes  predictum  sequestrum  nostram  {sic) 

:  salva  nobis  taxacione  pene  eidem  Archidiacono  racione  contumacie  sue 
hujusmodi  imposterum  imponende  duximus  relaxandum  prout  teuore 
presenciimi  relaxamus  ae  prefato  Arcbidiacono  ut  de  biis  fructibus 
redditibus  et  proventibus  cum  integritate  solita  libere  disponere  valeat 
Heenciam  impertimus.  Quod  ad  vestre  fraternitatis  noticiam  deduci 
volumus  per  presentes  Sigillo  nostro  consignatas.     Datum  in  manerio 

i  nostro  de  Maidenston  xxmo  die  mensis  Julii  anno  domini  millesimo 
ccccm0  quarto  Et  nostre  translacionis  anno  octavo. 

XLVI.    [Ecclesiastical  dilapidations.     The  laws  evaded  by  certain 
Clergy.]    [to.  IS  v.] 

Mandatum  ad  inquirendem  de  curatis  babentibus  aedificia  ruinosa 
j  una  cum  monicione  &c. 

Robertus  permissione  divina  Cicestrensis  episcopus  Arcbidiacono 
nostro  Lewensi  vel  ipsius  officiali  salutem  graciam  et  benedictionem. 
Sacra  tecta  a  perceptoribus  fructuum  reparari  non  solum  juris  civilis 


our  said  Suffragans  and  the  rest  of  the  Prelates  and  Clergy  then  and 
i  there  present ;  and  though  we  commanded  this  our  sequestration  to 
be  published  by  you,  and  that  the  said  fruits,  rents  and  revenues 
should  be  kept  under  close  and  safe  restraint,  yet  inclining  favourably 
|  to  the  dutiful  prayers  of  the  Archdeacon  we  have  thought  fit,  saving 
j  to  ourselves  the  imposition  of  a  penalty  to  be  laid  on  the  same  Arch- 
I  deacon  at  a  future  time  by  reason  of  this  his  contumacy,  that  this  our 
sequestration  aforesaid  should  be  withdrawn,  as  by  the  tenor  of  these 
presents  we  do  withdraw  it,  and  give  our  leave  to  the  Archdeacon 
I  aforesaid  to  dispose  freely  of  these  fruits,  rents  and  revenues  with  full 
rights  as  usual.    Which  fact  we  wish  to  be  brought  to  the  notice  of 
your  Fraternity  by  these  presents.    Given  in  our  Manor  of  Maidstone 
July  20,  1404-,  and  in  the  eighth  year  of  our  Translation. 

A  mandate  of  enquiry  concerning  Curates  who  have  ruinous  build- 
ings, together  with  a  monition  &c. 

40.  Robert  &c.  to  our  Archdeacon  of  Lewres  or  to  his  official,  health 
&c.41    That  sacred  buildings  should  be  kept  in  repair  by  those  who 
I  receive  the  fruits  not  only  the  authority  of  the  Civil  and  Canon  Law 

44  See  Lyudevyode's  Provincial?,  lib.  iii.,  fo.  13(3  v. 
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et  canonici  dictat  auctoritas,  Ned  ct  sacri  eloquii  pagina  instruit  ac 
constitutiones  provinciates  penali  quadam  adjectione  disponunt  censura 
videlicet  tell  adhibita  ut  quecunque  peeuniarum  summe  nomine 
reparacionis  per  viam  composicionis  recepte  wi v<;  judicii  in  ipsam 
reparacionem  infra  cerium  temp  us  ordinarii  arbitrio  convertantur 
defectus  quoque  notabiles  in  mansis  beneficiatorum  sive  eancellis 
ecclesiarum  reperti  hi  infra  duos  menses  non  fuerint  congrue  reparati 
idem  ordinarius  tantum  faciat  recepi  (*«c)43  de  fructibus  ipsius  bene- 
Heii  unde  eosdem  defectus  faciat  debite  reparari.  Nonnulli  tamen 
eccleslas  cis  appropriatas  optinentes  ac  Rectores  et  Vicarii  dieti 
Archidiaconatus  rectorias  et  Vicarias  suas  in  cancellis  domibus  et 
clausuris  ad  eorum  reparacioneni  seu  refectionem  pertinentibus  in  tantis 
paciuntur  deformari  minis,  ut  ea  occasion e  proch  dolor  divina  officia 
alicnbi  non  implentur,  subtrahitur  hospitalitas  mortuo  incumbente 
Brige10  et  discordie  suscitantur  ac  nostra  negligencia  clamosis  insinua- 
cionibns  irretitur.  Ne  igitur  tanta  pervicio47  cum  subjectis  periculis 
nostris  conniventibus  oculis  pereat  sine  fructu  vobis  committimus  et 


directs,  but  also  the  page  of  Holy  Writ  instructs  and  the  Provincial 
Constitutions  control  by  the  attachment  of  a  certain  penalty,  namely 
by  the  application  of  a  censure  that  all  sums  of  money  received  in  the 
name  of  reparation  by  way  of  composition  or  of  judgment  should  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  repair  within  a  time  fixed  by  the  decision  of 
the  Ordinary,  that  as  regards  notable  defects  also  found  in  the  manses 
of  those  who  hold  benefices  or  in  the  Chancels  or  Churches  if  within 
two  months  they  have  not  been  properly  repaired  the  same  Ordinary 
should  cause  so  much  to  be  received  from  the  fruits  of  the  benefice 
as  shall  suffice  for  the  due  repair  of  these  same  defects.  Nevertheless 
some  persons  who  hold  Churches  appropriated  to  them,  and  Rectors 
and  Vicars  of  the  said  Archdeaconry  allow  their  rectories  and 
vicarages  in  the  Chancels  houses  and  enclosures  which  pertain  to 
their  repair  or  refection  to  be  deformed  with  such  ruins  that  by  that 
circumstance  (shameful  to  say !)  the  divine  offices  in  some  places  are 
not  performed,  hospitality  is  withdrawn,  on  the  death  of  an  Incum- 
bent quarrels  and  discords  are  stirred  up,  and  negligence  on  our 
part  is  implied  with  noisy  insinuations. 

Lest  therefore  so  great  a  provision  should  be  fruitlessly  wasted 
with  consequent  perils  while  we  seem  not  to  notice  it,  we  commit  to 

45  Lege  recipi. 

46  Brioa,  Jurgium,  rixa,  pugna,    Ital.  Briga  Gall,  Brigue,  Du-Cange, 
4?  ?  provisio. 
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firmiter  injungendo  mandamus  quatinus  omnes  et  singulos  eccle- 
sias  eis  appropriatas  optiuentes  in  ecclesiis  eisdem  appropriatis 
[tarn]  Rectores  quam  et  Vicarios  per  dictum  Archidiaconatum 
ubiJicet  constitutes  nostra  auctoritate  moneatis  et  efficaciter  indu- 
catis  quos  eciam  nos  tenore  presencium  monemus  ut  omnes  et 
singulas  pecuniarum  summas  nomine  reparacionis  beneficiorum  suorum 
hujusmodi  per  viam  composicionis  sive  judicii  pro  eodem  receptas 
in  reparacionem  et  refectionem  eorundem  beneficiorum  indilate 
convertant,  quodque  cancellos  domos  graugia  et  elausuras  ad  eadem 
beneficia  et  ipsorum  beneficiatorum  reparacionem  sen  refectionem 
pertinentes  infra  duos  menses  a  tempore  monicionis  hujusmodi  eisdem 
per  vos  facte  seu  notificate  congrue  faciant  reparari  seu  refici  defectus 
eorundem,  denuncietis  insuper  eisdem  per  expressum  quod  si  quis  vel 
qui  quovis  quesito  colore  mandata  nostra  hujusmodi  temere  neglexerit 
adimplere  nos  eorundem  defectus  et  negligencias  secundum  oraiiem 
vim  formam  et  effectum  constitucionum  provincialium  de  quarum 
tenore  superius  fit  mencio  supplere  curabimus  in  eventum.  De  diebus 
vero  recepcionis  presencium  monicionis  vestre  hujusmodi  modoque 
et  forma  execucionis  ejusdem  et  an  eosdem  personaliter  monuistis 
diebus  et  locis  monicionum  ac  quid  in  premissis  duxeritis  faciendum 


you  and  command  with  strong  injunctions  that  you  warn  by  our 
authority  and  effectually  persuade  all  and  singular  holding  Churches 
appropriated  to  them,  as  well  Rectors  as  also  Vicars  in  the  Churches 
appropriated  to  them  [?],  wherever  they  are  established  through  the  said 
Archdeaconry  (wrhom  we  also  by  the  tenor  of  these  presents  warn)  that 
they  spend  all  and  singular  the  sums  of  money  received  for  the  same 
by  way  of  composition  or  judgment  upon  the  repair  and  restoration  of 
the  same  benefices  without  delay,  and  that  as  regards  the  Chancels, 
houses  granges  and  enclosures  which  pertain  to  the  same  benefices 
and  to  be  repaired  or  restored  by  the  persons  beneficed  you  give  them 
notice  that  within  two  months  from  the  time  of  this  admonition  made 
or  notified  by  you  to  them  they  cause  to  be  sufficiently  repaired  or 
restored  the  defects  of  the  same.  Moreover  that  you  give  them 
'express  warning  that  whatever  person  or  persons  under  any  colour 
;of  excuse  rashly  neglect  to  fulfil  these  our  commands,  we  will  take 
care  to  supply  the  defects  and  negligencies  of  the  same  according  to 
'ill  the  force,  form  and  effect  of  the  Provincial  Constitutions  whereof 
nention  has  been  made  above.  But  concerning  the  days  of  the 
•eception  of  these  presents,  and  of  this  your  admonition,  and  con- 
cerning the  manner  and  form  of  the  execution  of  the  same,  and 
whether  you  have  warned  these  men  personally  concerning  the  days 
yoi,.  vi ji,  f 
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nos  citra  festuni  Sancfi  Bonedieti  Abba!  is  proximo  futunnn  curctiH 
reddcre  cortioros  litoris  vcstris  natentibus  haruin  seriem  continentibua 
Sigillo  officii  voslri  consi^nnl is.  Datum  in  manerio  nostro  de  Duryng- 
wyk  Becundo  die  mensie  Januarii  anno  domini  millesimo  cccc"10  quarto 
et  nostre  translacionis  anno  nono. 


and  places  of  your  admonitions,  and  what  you  have  thought  right  to 
be  done  in  the  premisses  we  wish  you  carefully  to  inform  us  before 
the  feast  of  St,  Benedict  the  Abbot18  next  ensuing  by  your  letters 
patent  containing  the  particulars  hereof,  signed  with  your  official  seal, 
Given  in  our  Manor  of  Duryngwyk,  January  2nd  a.d.  140-f,  and  in 
the  ninth  year  of  our  translation. 


NOTE  UPON  BISHOP  ROBERT  REDE'S  REGISTER. 

It  is  a  quarto  volume  containing  177  leaves,  measuring  13  ins.  by 
9^  ins.,  bound  in  a  wrapper  cover  consisting  of  about  27  parchment 
leaves  stitched  together.  These  are  closely  written  over,  and  appear 
to  be  portions  of  a  treatise  on  Ecclesiastical  law,  c.  1200 — 1300,49 
some  pages  of  which  are  elaborately  annotated  and  the  initial  letters 
illuminated.  The  whole  has  been  covered  with  soft  brown  leather, 
now  much  torn.  On  a  blank  space  of  the  page  preceding  the  Register 
itself  is  written  in  a  seventeenth-century  hand:  "Hoc  Regestum  in- 
cipit  Eebr.  10,  1396.  Explicit  Apr.  13,  1414.  Robert  Read  eps. 
Translat.  1°  Continet.  1.  Comissiones  a  Eol.  1  ad.  24  inclusivi. 
2.  Visitationes  (vid.  etiam  Eol.  160)  Inquisits,  Institute,  Ordinats, 
Confirmats.  Mandata  ad  Eol.  159."  On  the  top  of  this  page,  in  I 
another  old  hand:  "  Yisitatio  monasterii  de  bello  fol.  82."  At  the  I 
side  a  mem.,  as  in  the  other  ancient  Registers,  that  the  book  was 
produced  in  the  King's  Bench,  W ells  v.  Webber,  1834.  The  volume 
is  on  the  whole  in  excellent  condition,  but  towards  the  end  some  of 
the  outer  margins  have  been  seriously  injured  by  damp,  though  the 
legibility  of  the  various  entries  has  been  very  little  affected. 

48  March  21st. 

49  The  treatise  on  Ecclesiastical  law  as  dealt  with  in  the  Roman  curia,  a  portion 
of  which  has  been  used  in  the  binding  of  this  Register,  was  carefully  and  beauti- 
fully written  in  double  columns,  glossed  with  annotations  all  round  the  page  after 
the  manner  of  Nic.  de  Lyra's  Glosses  on  the  Bible.  I  should  judge  it  to  be  notj 
later  than  the  early  13th  century,  and  the  hand  being  semi-uncial,  without  any 
breaks  between  the  words  and  with  very  slight  indications  of  contractions,  isj 
unusually  difficult  to  decipher.  But  for  some  early  student  of  the  manuscripts 
having  indicated  the  letter  "  i "  here  and  there  with  a  stroke,  deciphering  would; 
be  still  harder  than  it  is. 
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A  passage  from  the  last  page  but  one  of  the  wrapper  MS.  may, 
perhaps,  serve  for  the  identification  of  the  treatise  by  some  learned 
reader.  It  is  under  the  heading  "  De  Supplenda  negligeneia  prefati 
Regis,"  beginning  Montana  JEcclesia  .  .  .  .  "  mandamus  quatinus  dilec- 
tum  filium  nobilem  virum  comitem  bonum  (?)  prefati  regis  portu- 
galye  fratrem  de  devocione  probitate  circumspectione  multiplieiter 
|.  commendatum  quod  eidem  regi  si  absque  legitimo  decedet  filio  (?) 
jure  regui  succederet." 

The  book  appears  to  be  complete,  except  that  three  leaves  have 
been  cut  out  near  the  end  between  folios  164  and  165.  Upon  the 
strip  of  the  last  is  written,  in  a  running  and  very  imperfectly -formed 
hand,  a  note,  which  seems  to  explain  their  removal.  Its  sense  appears 
to  be  that  on  the  three  leaves  cut  out  were  written  things  relating  to 
the  premisses  which  would  form  subjects  for  decrees/"'0  The  page 
before  this  abscission  contains  certain  articles  proposed  by  the  Dean 
and  Chapter  for  the  Bishop's  consideration  with  regard  to  the  removal 
of  grievances.    Certainly  these  leaves  must  have  been  removed  soon 

i  after  the  compilation  of  this  book,  because  they  do  not  disturb  the 

!  pagination,  which  is  of  a  very  archaic  character.  The  folios  on  each 
side  are  marked  ciijxxiiij,  ciijxxv  =  164,  165.  This  plan  is  not  uniform, 
for  145  is  written  cxxxxv  ;  146,  cijxxvj.  Nor  is  there  uniformity 
in  expressing  the  current  year  at  the  top  of  the  various  pages  where 

|  it  is  entered,  e.g.,  1398  is  "  Anno  dni.  millmo  cccnl0lxxxxviijm0 ; 

:  1309  ....  millmo  Nonagesimo  Nono.  The  margins  must  have  been 
ample  at  first,  for  in  very  few  places  has  the  writing  at  the  top 

:  been  shaved.  Two  sheets  of  an  earlier  book  have  been  bound  in, 
forming  now  folios  166  and  167.  It  is  a  fragment,  imperfect  at  both 
ends,  belonging  to  the  year  1391.  It  will  be  described  in  its  right 
place.  The  greater  part  of  the  book  is  written  in  the  same  well- 
formed  Court  hand,  apparently  that  of  John  Blounham,  Notary 

t  Public  of  the  Apostolic  See  "  of  Lincoln  Diocese."  He  seems  to  have 
been  Bishop's  Secretary  and  Registrar  until  he  took  Holy  Orders, 
when  he  secured  rapid  promotion,  up  to  the  dignity  of  Precentor.  A 
reference  to  the  Index  will  enable  the  reader  who  feels  so  inclined  to 
(follow  his  fortunes.  He  must  have  been  a  painstaking  and  accurate 
jman  of  business,  for  one  may  follow  him  down  the  long  and  tortuous 
process  of  an  exchange,  or  through  the  mazes  of  an  episcopal  letter  or 
ji  Papal  bull  or  a  commission  of  enquiry,  without  detecting  many 
,<lips.  His  Latinity  is  that  of  his  class,  sufficient  for  Registrarial 
burposes,  and  generally  grammatical  if  stilted.  When  towards  the  end 
pf  the  Register  the  Registrarial  duties  fell  into  other  hands,  things 

1  50  Mem.  in  foliis  tribus  abscissis  fuerunt  descripta  que  de  premissis  extraneis 
.tfaut  decernenda  (?)  quid  sit. 
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are  nol  quite  ho  satisfactory,  lilan ks  are  left  lien;  and  there  which 
should  have  been  filled  in.  Occasionally  entries  occur  in  duplicate, 
and  are  made  at  long  intervale  after  they  occurred,  bo  as  to  confuse 
the  chronological  order  considerably.  The  Last  admission  entered  is 
April  1414,  and  with  thiw  (except  for  a  few  blank  spaces  here  and 
there)  the  book  is  filled.  As  the  Bishop  lived  for  more  than  a  year 
longer,  another  book  may  have  been  begun,  no  trace  of  which  now 
remains  in  the  archives. 

Viewing  the  Register  as  a  whole,  it  seems  to  yield  to  none  of  itw 
date  in  the  interest  and  comprehensiveness  of  its  contents.  Through 
the  kindness  of  the  present  Registrar  of  Wells,  the  Editor  was  able 
to  make  a  personal  examination  of  the  Registers  of  Bishops  Bowel 
and  Bubwith,  who  were  contemporary  with  Rede,  and  the  impression 
made  by  what  was  necessarily  a  hasty  comparison  of  the  work  of  the 
three  Registrars  would  give  this  as  the  order  of  merit :  1.  Rede  ; 
2.  Bubwith;  3.  Bowet. 


THE  CONTENTS  GIVEN  IN  SUMMARY. 

[fo.  I.51]    (1.)    Litera  pro  obediencia  praestanda. 
[A  letter  for  the  performance  of  obedience.] 

The  Bishop's  letter  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Chichester,  or  his  official, 
requiring  the  presence  of  all  who  have  or  have  not  cure  of  souls  in 
the  Cathedral  on  the  Thursday  after  the  Sunday  when  the  office 
"  Misericordias  Domini"  is  sung.  Dated  Amberley,  February  10, 
139f .    Eirst  year  of  Translation.52 

(2.)    Commissio  ad  exigendum  obedienciam. 
[A  commission  to  exact  obedience.] 

The  Bishop's  Commission  for  this  purpose  to  Masters  Philip  Galeys, 
his  official  for  Chichester  Archdeaconry,  and  Geoffrey  Salle,  Seques- 
trator in  the  same. 

(3.)    Alia  Commissio  ad  exigendum  obedienciam  a  decano  et  resi- 

dentibus  in  ecclesia  Cathedrali. 
[Another  Commission  for  exacting  obedience  from  the  Dean  and  the 
Residents  in  the  Cathedral  Church.] 

This  recites  the  Bishop's  mandate  for  the  Canonical  oath  of  j 
obedience  to  be  rendered  by  John  de  Maydenhythe,  Dean,  and  the 

81  The  first  page,  owing  to  wear  and  creasing,  is  in  some  places  difficult  to 
decipher. 

65  This  and  the  following  entry  copied  and  translated,  supra  pp.  2—4. 
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Residentiary  Canons  on  July  6,  1397.  Dated  in  the  Chapter  House, 
Chichester,  June  7,  1397.  Two  forms  of  the  oath  are  given.  The 
first :  "  Ego  N.  ero  obediens  domino  Roberto  Cicestrensi  Episcopo  et 
ejus  successibus  in  licitis  et  canonicis  rnandatis  si  et  quatenus  de 
jure  debeantur.  Sic  me  deus  adjuvet  et  haec  sancta  dei  evangelia." 
The  second  the  same  as  the  above,  omitting  the  clause  "si  ...  . 
debeantur." 

[fo.  1  v.]    (1.)    Professio  facienda  per  Abbatem  in  munere  benedic- 
tionis  sibi  impendendi. 
[Profession  to  be  made  by  an  Abbot  in  receiving  Episcopal 
Benediction.] 

The  form  is  as  follows  :  "  I,  N.,  Abbot  of  P.,  promise  that,  saving 
our  Order,  I  will  always  shew  subjection,  reverence,  and  obedience, 
established  by  the  Holy  Eathers  according  to  the  rule  of  St.  Benedict, 
to  thee,  Reverend  Father,  Lord  Robert,  by  the  grace  of  G-od  Bishop 
of  Chichester,  and  to  thy  successors  eanonically  entering,  and  to  the 
Holy  See  of  Chichester,  and  subscribing  by  my  hand  1  confirm  this." 

(2.)  Professio  voventis  castitatem. 
[Profession  of  one  vowing  chastity.] 

See  No.  38,  p.  53  supra. 

(3.)    Commissio  ad  visitandum  Decanum  et  Capitulum. 
[Commission  for  visiting  the  Dean  and  Chapter.] 

Robert,  by  Divine  permission  Bishop  of  Chichester,  to  our  beloved 
son  the  Dean  of  our  Church  of  Chichester,  health,  grace,  and  bene- 
diction. Since  we,  the  Divine  clemency  disposing  us,  intend,  as  by 
our  pastoral  duty  bound,  to  visit  on  May  7th  next  our  Church  of 
Chichester  as  well  in  its  head  as  in  its  members,  we  command  you  in 
virtue  of  holy  obedience  and  strictly  enjoin  you  that  you  cite  or 
cause  to  be  cited  peremptorily  all  and  singular  the  persons  holding 
or  occupying  dignities,  parsonages,  prebends,  perpetual  vicarages  or 
administrations  or  perpetual  offices  in  the  said  Church  of  whatever 
kind,  to  appear  lawfully  before  us  in  the  Chapter-house  of  the  said 
Church  of  Chichester  in  the  morning  of  the  same  day  to  exhibit  and 
shew  the  titles  of  their  benefices  and  offices  and  their  letters  of 
Orders  before  us,  and  to  leave  true  copies  of  them  with  us  and  our 
registrar,  if  it  be  needful;  also  to  treat  with  us  concerning  the  state 
and  rule  of  our  said  Church  and  its  ministers,  and  other  things 

required  in  that  respect  By  the  tenor  also  of  these  presents  we 

peremptorily  cite  you,  the  Dean  aforesaid,  that  the  same  day  and 
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j)Iaco  you  lawfully  appear  before  us  to  exhibit  and  shew  your  title 
which  you  allege  that  you  have  in  fche  said  Deanery,  and  your  letters 
of  Orders,  and  duly  to  submit  to  our  said  visitation,  as  the  custom  is. 
....  And  what  yon  do  and  what  chances  to  be  done  in  the  premisses 
certify  to  us  duly  before;  the  Feast  of  St.  Vitalisr':5  Martyr  next  ensuing 
by  your  letters  patent  having  this  tenor,  with  the  names  and  surnames 
or  all  and  singular  the  persons  aforesaid  to  be  cited  by  you,  clearly 
described  on  a  schedule  to  be  attached  to  your  certificate,  sealed  with 
au  authentic  seal.    Dated  [uot  filled  in]. 

[fo.  1  v.  &  2.]    Commissio  pro  Visitacione  Metropolitani. 
[Commission  for  the  Visitation  of  the  Metropolitan.] 

The  Bishop  addresses  the  Dean  or  his  locum  tenens,  reciting  the 
letter  received  from  Thomas  [Arundel],  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
to  signify  his  intention  of  visiting  the  Cathedral.    The  Archbishop's 
citation  of  those  who  are  bound  to  submit  to  his  Visitation  is 
lengthy,  but  the  following  summary  gives  all  essential  points :  "  The 
obligation  of  the  rule  which  we  have  undertaken  clearly  impels  us 
to  discharge  our  office  preserving  lawful  order  in  that  respect,  for 
the  purpose  of  rooting  out  vices  and  planting  virtues  through  the 
ministry  of  our  visitation,  so  far  as  with  Grod's  help  we  are  able. 
Therefore  since  we  have  actually  visited  our  own  City  and  Diocese, 
and  lately  the  Cities  of  Rochester  and  London  and  their  Dioceses,  we 
intend,  with  the  Lord's  favour,  by  ourselves,  or  should  we  be  hindered, 
by  our  Commissioners,  to  visit  very  shortly  your  city,  your  person, 
and  your  Church  of  Chichester,  and  its  Dean  and  Chapter  and  the 
separate  persons  of  the  same ;  also  the  Clergy  and  people  of  your 
City  and  Diocese  by  our  Metropolitan  right ;  and  we  strongly  enjoin 
and  command  you,  by  virtue  of  the  obedience  by  which  you  are  bound 
to  our  Church  of  Canterbury,  that  you  intimate  or  cause  to  be  inti- 
mated to  your  dependents  that  they  submit  to  this  our  Visitation 
according  to  Canonical  sanctions."    [Further  clauses  give  at  length 
directions  as  to  the  persons  who  are  bound  to  appear  by  reason  of  the 
offices  they  hold,  of  their  receiving  titles,  etc.,  to  exhibit  titles,  etc.] 
"  The  actual  visitation  of  the  Cathedral  and  the  person  of  the  Bishop 
is  fixed  for  Monday  the  last  day  of  May  next;  of  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  and  the  other  persons  of  the  Church  on  the  next  day,  with 
continuation  and  prorogation  over  the  days  following."  A  peremptory 
citation  therefore  is  given  to  this  effect,  requiring  those  cited  to 
appear  personally  in  the  Chapter-house.    Warning  is  given  to  all  to 
do  nothing  to  the  prejudice  of  this  intended  Visitation.    Dated  in 


April  28. 
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our  Manor  of  Croydon,  April  24,  1400.  The  Bishop  of  Chichester 
accordingly  gives  full  directions  that  the  above  mandate  is  to  be 
executed  in  all  particulars,  and  a  report  conveyed  to  him  dated 
Amberle,  May  3,  1400. 

[fo.  2  y.]    Certificatorium  de  intimacione  Visitacionis  Metropolitani. 
[Certificate  on  the  intimation  of  the  Metropolitan's  Visitation.] 
The  Bishop's  acknowledgment  is  dated  Amberley,  May  28,  1400. 

Commissio  pro  habitu  non  mutaudo  cum  certificatorio  ejusdem. 
[A  Commission  against  any  change  of  the  habit,  with  a  certificate  of 

the  same.54] 

Bishop  Rede,  under  date  April  4,  acknowledges  the  Archbishop's 
Commission  forbidding  him  to  wear  the  dress  of  a  secular  Bishop, 
and  citing  him  to  appear  unless  he  continues  in  the  monastic  habit  of 
a  Dominican  Friar,  with  the  Bishop's  acquiescence  and  promise  of 
obedience.  The  Archbishop's  mandate  was  dated  March  10,  1397. 
He  required  Bishop  Rede  to  give  his  answer  before  May  2.  The 
Archbishop's  language  is,  to  say  the  least,  peremptory :  "  Never- 
theless you,  our  venerable  brother,  for  a  long  time  expressly  professed 
in  the  order  of  the  Brother- Preachers  and  lately  healthfully  summoned 
to  the  height  of  Pontifical  dignity,  to  its  honour  as  we  hope,  wrong- 
fully use  a  dress  notoriously  differing  from  your  former  order,  and 
array  yourself  in  garments  and  other  ornaments  fashioned  like  those 
of  your  brethren  the  secular  Bishops,  not  without  offence  of  law  and 
light  estimation  of  your  former  order  which  the  Pontifical  dignity  does 
not  exclude.  We  therefore,  with  the  unanimous  consent  of  our 
brethren  suffragans  of  our  Church  of  Canterbury  in  the  last  Convo- 
cation of  Clergy,55  and  roused  by  the  complaint  of  very  many  con- 
cerning these  matters,  wishing  to  provide  a  remedy,  as  we  are  legally 
bound  to  do,  by  the  tenor  of  these  presents  warn  your  brotherhood 
for  the  first,  second,  and  third  time  and  peremptorily,  that  within  the 
space  of  one  month,  to  be  reckoned  forthwith  from  the  time  of 
receiving  these  presents,  which  we  peremptorily  assign  to  you,  you 
cause  to  be  made  for  yourself  a  suitable  habit  not  discordant  from 
your  former  order,  and  that  you  use  that  habit  by  which  the  inner 
man  is  often  designated50  for  the  honour  of  your  order,  as  it  is  fitting. 

54  See  Dean  Stephens'  South  Saxon  See,  p.  125. 

65  This  must  have  been  the  Convocation  mentioned  by  Wilkins  (iii,  234),  as 
assembled  on  March  2,  1395-  He  gives  no  particulars  of  the  busiuess  then 
transacted. 

56  Illoque  habitu  per  quern  sepe  interior  designutur  in  vestre  {sic)  ordinis 
honorem  utamini.  The  above  would  seem  to  be  the  meaning  of  these  words.  The 
monastic  habit  is  plain,  because  the  monk  should  be  humble. 
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But  it'  you  <l<>  not  obey  effectually  these  our  moniiionH  by  the  tenor 
of  lhe.se  presents,  we  peremptorily  cite  you  to  appear  lawfully  before 
us  on  the  twentieth  day  after  the  lapse  of  the  said  month  in  our 
aforesaid  Church  of  Canterbury  to  shew  reasonable  cause,  etc." 

Ilede's  re  pi  3  was  brief  and  to  the  point:  "This  your  Reverend 
letter  I  have  obediently  obeyed,  am  willing  to  obey,  and  will  obey 
effect  ually,  as  it  is  fitting  "  (obedienter  parui,  parere  volo  et  parebo  cum 
effectu  sicut  decet). 

[fo.  3.]  Commissio  ad  inquirendum  de  nominibus  clericorum  patro- 
norum  et  de  nominibus  beneficiorum  pertinencium  ad  eorum 
presentaciones. 

[Commission  to  enquire  concerning  the  names  of  clerical  patrons, 
and  concerning  the  names  of  the  benefices  pertaining  to  their 
presentations.] 

The  Bishop  directs  a  commission  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Lewes  in 
compliance  with  a  letter  in  French  received  from  King  Henry  under 
his  privy  seal,  which  is  recited  at  length,  to  cause  ecclesiastical  patrons 
of  benefices  to  appear  before  the  Bishops  of  Exeter,  Hereford,  and 
Rochester  in  London  on  August  1  to  give  in  the  names,  value,  etc., 
of  such  benefices.    Dated  Amberley,  July  8,  1402. 57 
The  drift  of  this  important  document  is  as  follows  : — 
"  Reverend  Father  in  God,  we  are  credibly  informed  that  the  Doctors 
in  Theology  in  Decrees  and  in  Laws  and  other  Graduates  studying  in 
our  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  have  retired  in  great 
numbers  for  want  of  sufficient  sustenance,  and  because  they  had  no 
hope  of  being  promoted  to  the  benefices  of  Holy  Church,  and  could 
not  accept  benefices  by  provision  from  our  very  Holy  Father  the  j 
Pope,  etc.58 

"  The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Prelates  and  Clerks 
assembled  in  the  last  Convocation  have  given  their  consent  that  all  ) 
spiritual  patrons  should  signify  in  writing  the  names  and  true  values  i 
of  all  manner  of  benefices,  in  what  condition  they  are,  of  their  colla- 
tion, patronage,  to  the  Reverend  Fathers  in  God  the  Bishops  of 

57  This  letter  is  reprinted  by  Canon  Holmes  in  his  edition  of  Bishop  Bowet's 
Register  (Bath  and  Wells  Bio.),  p.  32.  A  comparison  between  these  two  copies  of 
the  same  original  document,  made  by  clerks  who  were  clearly  not  familiar  with 
the  French  language,  is  instructive.  See  further  note  in  Appendix.  The  Wells' 
copy  is  of  advantage  to  us,  as  the  writing  in  the  lower  right-hand  corner  of 
folio  hi  is  so  worn  away  as  to  be  in  places  illegible. 

58  On  this  see  Article  28  of  those  brought  forward  by  Dean  Maydenheth  in  the 
Convocation  of  October  6,  1399 ;  Wilkins'  Concilia,  iii,  241 ;  and  a  Royal  writ  for 
the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  id.  ib.,  p.  275. 
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Exeter,  Hereford,  and  Rochester,  to  the  end  that  they  may  recom- 
mend to  each  of  the  patrons  aforesaid  the  names  of  the  Doctors  and 
other  Graduates  of  our  said  Universities  so  that,  according  to  the 
number  and  quantity  of  the  benefices  of  their  collation  and  patronage, 

they  may  receive  promotion  We  therefore  ask  you  very  dearly 

that  you  will  kindly  enclose  all  the  names  of  such  spiritual  patrons 
wiihin  your  Diocese,  as  well  as  of  their  benefices,  condition,  annual 
value,  and  of  all  the  benefices  of  your  collation  and  patronage  to  the 
Bishops  of  Exeter,  Hereford,  and  Rochester  to  our  City  of  London 
the  1st  day  of  August  next." 

[fo.  3  o.]    Certificatorium  ejusdem. 
[Certificate  of  the  same.] 

This  certificate  was  addressed  to  the  Bishops  aforesaid,  giving  the 
information  desired.  Dated  Amberley,  July  31,  1402.  A  roll  of  the 
names  was  attached  to  the  Certificate,  but  no  copy  of  this  has  been 
preserved. 

Commissio  ad  inquirendum  de  nominibus  Commissariorum  et  haben- 
dum pecunias  concessas  usui  Manuel  Imperatoris  Constantino- 
politani.59 

[Commission  to  enquire  about  the  names  of  Commissaries  and  of  those 
who  hold  moneys  granted  to  the  use  of  Manuel,  Emperor  of 
Constantinople.60] 

Commission  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Lewes,  reciting  a  letter  received 
from  King  Henry  asking  for  subsidies  in  support  of  Manuel,  Emperor 
of  Constantinople,  in  his  war  against  Beysetus,  Prince  of  the  Turks, 
on  which  Thomas,  Bishop  of  Crisopolis,  had  been  deputed  by  the  Pope 
to  receive  the  money-contributions  of  the  faithful,  and  requiring  that 
collections  already  made  should  be  delivered  promptly  into  the  Chan- 
cery. The  Archdeacon  is  therefore  enjoined  to  give  full  effect  to  the 
directions  of  this  royal  writ.  Dated  Duryngwyk,  February  28,  1400. 
See  Rymer,  viti,  82  (Richard  II.). 

[fo.  4.]    The  Bishop's  Certificate  to  the  King  on  the  effect  of  the 
Commission  aforesaid. 

A  little  money  had  been  collected  in  the  Diocese  for  this  object  by 
John  of  Strassburg,  an  alien,  a  Dominican  Friar,  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, which  he  took  away  with  him.    A  further  sum,  placed  in  a 


i9  This  commission  is  printed  by  Ilymer,  Fcedera,  viii,  p.  174,  under  the  title 
"  De  Collectoribus  pro  Cruciata  contra  Turchos." 
60  See  Stephens,  South  Saxon  See,  p.  131. 
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box,  had  been  entrusted  by  him  to  brother  Henry  Hulle  of  th 
Chichester  Dominican  House,  the  key  being  lefi  in  the  hands  ol 
William  Hurlebat,  a  citizen  of  Chichester.  This  money  was  after: 
wards  claimed  by  Bro.  .John  and  taken  away.  The  latter  could  no 
be  found.  Hulle  and  Hurlebat  had  been  cited  to  appear  as  directec 
in  the  royal  writ.    Dated  Duryngwyk,  March  81,  1400. 

[fo.  4  v.]    Licencia  concessa  Religioso  ad  administrandum  bona 

defuncti. 

[Licence  granted  to  a  monk  to  administer  the  goods  of  one  deceased." 

A  licence  granted  by  Thomas,  Prior  of  Christ  Church,  Canterbury 
to  dom.  William  Lunden,  a  monk  of  the  same,  exor  of  William  Bakei 
of  Chichester  Dio.,  deceased,  to  administer  his  goods  within  the; 
province  of  Canterbury,  to  make  a  faithful  inventory,  etc.  Dated  ir 
the  Priory,  Canterbury,  November  7,  1400. 


Relaxatio  Sequestri.61 
[Release  of  a  Sequestration.] 

The  Archdeacon  of  Lewes  having  been  adjudged  contumacious  in 
not  having  appeared  when  lawfully  summoned  before  Thomas,  Arch 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  in  the  Church  of  St.  Paul,  London,  on  April  21 
last,  when  a  Convocation  of  Suffragans,  Prelates,  and  Clergy  was  held 
and  the  fruits,  rents,  etc.,  of  the  Archdeaconry  having  been  accordingly  i 
sequestered,  the  Archbishop,  now  giving  favourable  consideration  to 
the  Archdeacon's  pious  prayers,  relaxes  the  sequestration.  Public 
notice  of  this  release  is  hereby  given.  Dated  in  the  Manor  of  Maid- 
enstone,  July  20,  1404. 

[fo.  5.]    Commissio  officialis. 
[An  official  Commission.] 
The  Bishop  grants  to  his  beloved  son,  Mr.  Robert  Neel,  his  brother 
of  the  Church  of  Chichester,  a  commission  to  act  as  his  official  in 
various  cases  civil  and  criminal,  clerical  and  lay,  as  they  may  occur 
Dated  Amberley  Manor,  November  30,  1400. 

Monicio  pro  processionibus  solempnibus  faciendis.62 
[A  monition  for  making  solemn  processions.] 
The  Bishop  addresses  the  Archdeacon  of  Chichester  or  his  official 
on  the  occasion  of  a  letter  received  from  Robert,  Bishop  of  London 

61  c.f.  a  similar  document  addressed  to  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  re  the  non-appear 
ance  in  the  same  Convocation  of  the  Abbot  of  St.  Albans  in  Wilkins'  Concilia 
iii,  p.  280. 

62  The  original  from  Register  Arundel,  i,  fo.  413a,  is  printed  in  Wilkins'  Con- 
cilia iii,  p.  265. 
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at  the  instance  of  Thomas,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  This  letter 
sets  forth  that,  as  a  consequence  of  the  fall  of  our  first  parents  and 
the  general  disobedience  of  mankind  resulting  therefrom,  wars,  pesti- 
lences, and  other  inconveniences  are  wont  to  fall  upon  Christian 
people,  notwithstanding  the  fruits  of  our  Lord's  Atonement,  etc. ;  the 
Bishops  of  the  Province  are  accordingly  to  enjoin  on  their  Clergy,  as 
well  regular  as  secular,  that  they  should  institute  on  every  Wednes- 
day and  Friday  solemn  processions  with  the  ringing  of  bells  and 
wonted  chanting  of  the  litany,  a  solemn  mass  following,  the  people 
being  stirred  up  to  earnest  prayer,  fasting,  almsgiving,  and  the 
practice  of  good  works  for  fair  weather  and  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
King  and  kingdom.  Forty  days  of  indulgence  is  granted  to  all  who 
will  say  the  Lord's  Prayer  with  "  Hail,  Mary  "  for  the  prosperity 
of  the  King  and  kingdom  and  calm  weather,  by  the  goodness  of  Grod 
and  of  his  glorious  Virgin  Mother,  and  of  the  blessed  Apostles  Peter 
and  Paul,  and  also  of  !SS.  Alphege  and  Thomas,  Martyrs,  the  Arch- 
bishop's patrons.  Each  Bishop  to  certify  as  to  the  carrying-out  of 
these  processions.  Given  in  the  Manor  of  Cherryng  [Charing], 
January  10,  1401. 63  The  Bishop  of  London  directs  all  those  concerned 
in  this  order  to  pay  due  attention  to  it.  Dated  Hadham  Manor, 
January  15.  The  Bishop  of  Chichester  accordingly  admonishes  each 
Archdeacon,  and  grants  a  further  indulgence  of  forty  days,  "  the  most 
holy  confessor  Richard  our  patron  "  being  named.  Dated  Amberley, 
January  20,  [140|].6t 

[fo.  6.]    Mandatum  ad  inquirendum  de  nominibus  non  resideutium.65 
[A  mandate  to  enquire  of  the  names  of  non-residents.] 

The  Bishop  writes  to  Mr.  John  Depyng,  Sequestrator-general  in  the 
Archdeaconry  of  Lewes.  Complaints  have  reached  him  that  some 
beneficed  Clergy  within  the  Archdeaconry  absent  themselves  from 
their  cures  and  are  engaged  in  secular  services  and  pursuits,  while 
others  let  their  Churches  to  farm,  and  some  are  acting  as  paid  Chap- 
lains even  in  other  Dioceses,  to  the  loss  of  hospitality  and  worship  in 
their  own  parishes  ;  several  others,  unbeneficed  and  unauthorized,  for 
filthy  lucre  celebrate  twice  in  the  day.    Stirred  up  therefore  by  the 

63  A  letter  of  Archbishop  Arundel  to  Nicholas,  Bishop  of  Loudon,  couched  in 
very  similar  terms,  and  beginning  like  this,  "  ltex  Pacificus,"  dated  July  20, 
1407,  is  printed  in  Wilkins'  Concilia,  iii,  p.  304. 

64  This  "monition"  is  of  great  length,  filling  two  pages  of  the  ltegister. 

65  A  mandate  of  Bishop  Brantyngham  of  Exeter,  dated  November  6,  1380,  to 
much  the  same  effect  as  this,  but  shorter,  is  given  in  Wilkins'  Concilia,  iii,  p.  149. 
See  also  Wilkins'  Concilia,  iii,  p.  267,  for  a  commission  of  Archbishop  Arundel  to 
compel  residence  within  the  Archdeaconry  of  Canterbury  . 
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prayers  of  many  of*  his  dependents,  he  is  anxious  to  apply  a  remedy. 
He  requires  the  Sequestrator  and  the  Rural  Deans  to  cite  those  who 

are  guilty  of  such  offences  to  appear  before;  himself  or  his  Commissary, 
wherever  they  may  be,  on  the  Feast  of  St.  Dunstan  Bishop  (May  10)  next 
ensuing,  to  produce  any  licence  that  they  may  have  for  their  absence, 
or  to  undergo  the  sequestration  of  all  the  profits  of  their  benefice, 
provision  being  made  for  the  due  service  of  such  benefices  as  have 
been  deserted.  The  names  of  such  non-residents,  and  of  those  who 
have  undertaken  other  charges  for  pay  and  who  celebrate  twice  a  day 
to  be  certified.    Dated  Amberley,  February  20,  1399.GG 

[fo.  G  y.]    Commissio  ad  videndum  clerum  armari  et  arraiari. 
[Commission  to  see  the  Clergy  armed  and  arrayed.] 

The  Bishop  addresses  Sir  William  Whyte,  Master  of  the  College 
of  Arundel,  and  Sir  William  Acton,  Hector  of  Storghton  [Storrington] 
reciting  a  royal  writ,  which  in  view  of  the  attacks  on  the  kingdom 
made,  and  likely  to  be  made,  by  the  French  and  their  allies  (which 
are  described  at  some  length),  requires  all  Abbots,  Priors,  Eeligious 
and  other  Ecclesiastical  persons  within  the  Diocese  to  be  armed  and 
arrayed  with  competent  arms,  and  placed  in  thousands,  hundreds,  and 
twenties  for  ready  despatch.  Dated  Westminster,  January  27,  ann. 
regni  1.  This  is  specially  applied  by  the  Bishop  within  the  limits  of 
the  Deaneries  of  Storghton  [Storrington]  and  Arundel,  requiring  the 
action  to  be  immediate  and  its  effect  to  be  promptly  reported  to  him. 
Let  all  speed  be  used,  as  they  will  wish  to  avoid  the  indignation  of 
the  King  and  their  own  consequent  peril.  The  names  of  those  armed: 
and  arrayed,  and  the  character  of  their  equipment,  to  be  certified 
Dated  Amberley,  February  10,  H ffG7 

[fo.  7  ».]    Commissio  ad  inquirendum  de  violacione  ecclesie  sive 

Cemiterii. 

[Commission  of  enquiry  concerning  the  violation  of  a  Church  or 
Cemetery.] 

Addressed  by  the  Bishop  to  Sir  Nicholas,  perpetual  Vicar  of  the 
Prebendal  Church  of  Hanfeld  [Henfield],  Although  by  canonical 
sanctions  and  the  statutes  of  the  holy  fathers  all  persons  who  by 
the  persuasion  of  the  Devil  lay  violent  hands  on  a  cleric  wilfully 

66  This  mandate  is  more  than  a  page  long. 

67  This  Commission  fills  nearly  a  page  and  a  half.  The  full  text,  with  a  transla- 
tion and  a  paper  commenting  thereon,  notes,  and  references,  will  be  found  in  vol.  li 
of  the  Sussex  Archaeological  Collections,  from  the  pen  of  the  Rev.  "William 
Hudson,  F.S.A. 
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and  knowingly  are  ipso  facto  liable  to  the  greater  excommunication, 
we  have  heard  with  grief  that  a  certain  son  of  iniquity,  name  and 
person  at  present  unknown,  has  laid  hands  violently  on  Sir  William, 
Rector  of  Westgrenestede,  a  priest,  and  in  sacerdotal  habit,  in  the 
jemetery  of  his  Church,  has  struck  him  cruelly  on  the  head  with  a 
Utick  and  left  him  half  dead  with  no  small  effusion  of  blood,  without 
Liny  reasonable  or  lawful  cause,  to  no  small  loss  and  grievance  of  Sir 
William,  to  the  peril  of  the  soul  of  the  striker,  to  the  contempt  of 
'the  Clerical  order  and  of  the  whole  Church.  Accordingly  the  Bishop 
jlays  a  strict  injunction  on  Sir  Nicholas  to  repair  quickly  to  the  spot 
where  this  outrage  was  committed,  to  make  strict  and  legal  enquiry 
into  the  circumstances  by  summoning  clergy  and  laity  of  the  parish, 
ind  pending  further  instructions  to  interdict,  by  the  Bishop's 
luthority,  the  use  of  the  cemetery  from  the  burial  of  the  dead  and 
)ther  sacraments  and  sacra  mentals  until  reconciliation  has  been  made, 
n.  report  to  be  made  on  February  27th  instant.  Dated  Duryngwyk, 
February  18,  140£. 

Commissio  Penitenciarii. 
[Commission  of  a  Penitentiary.] 

The  Bishop  authorizes  Brother  Henry  Hulle,  Dominican  [supra,\).74>), 

'o  hear  the  confessions  of  all  his  dependents  who  wish  to  resort  to  him,  to 
enjoin  penance  and  give  absolution  in  cases  reserved  to  us ;  the  abso- 

utions  of  all  and  singular  who  perjure  themselves  where  the  question 
is  about  the  life  or  disherison  of  a  man,  and  of  those  who  violently 

listurb  or  rob  or  invade  the  rights  and  immunities  and  possessions  of 
bur  Church  of  Chichester  or  of  our  Bishopric,  and  of  those  who  break 

ind  invade  our  parks  or  those  of  our  Church  of  Chichester,  which  we 
[specially  reserve  to  ourselves  alone  excepted.     We  make  thee  our 

Penitentiary,  and  all  things  incumbent  on  the  same  office  we  commit 

bo  thee  by  these  presents.    The  office  to  continue  during  the  Bishop's 

*ood  pleasure.    Dated  Amberley,  March  28,  1397. 

Creatio  Notarii. 
[Creation  of  a  Notary.08] 

Copy  of  the  Bishop's  letters  patent  reciting  the  tenor  of  a  Bull  of 
Pope  Boniface  IX.  addressed  to  him,  allowing  him  to  appoint  eight 
jRegistrars,  and  giving  the  form  of  oath  required  of  all  who  undertake 
;he  office  of  TabelUo.    Lest  a  contract  should  fail  to  be  remembered 

68  This  entry  has  been  erased  b}-  a  single  line  faintly  drawn  across  the  page  from 
;orner  to  corner,  as  over  all  references  to  papal  authority  where  noticed.   It  is  over 
page  in  length.    See  Wilkins'  Concilia,  iii,  p.  233. 
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(memoria  deperiret),  bhe  ofllcc  of  Tabellio69  (tabellionatus  officium) 
was  invented,  whereby  lawful  contracts  for  the  caution  of  those  prei 
sent  and  the  memory  of  those  to  conic  may  be  noted  by  a,  public  hand. 
Dated  at  St.  Peter's,  Rome,  iv  non.  October,  1  he  eighth  year  of  his 
Pontificate.  By  virtue  of  this  authority  the  Bishop  appoints  his 
heloved  in  Christ,  John  Lyndfeld,  Clerk  of  the  Diocese  of  Canterbury, 
whom  he  had  diligently  examined  in  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  and 
reading,  unmarried  and  not  in  IToly  Orders,  to  the  aforesaid  office, 
upon  his  taking  the  oath  enjoined,  the  subscription  of  Mr.  John  de 
Blounham,  the  Bishop's  Registrar  (registratorii  nostri)  in  corrobora- 
tion. Dated  Chapel  of  Duryngwyk,  July  26,  1404.  [Jndiction, 
Papal  Date,  etc.,  added.]  Present,  John  Ashford,  Rector  of  Ricardys- 
castel,  and  William  Malpas,  Rector  of  Heyghton,  of  the  Dioceses  of 
Hereford  and  Chichester,  and  other  witnesses  specially  summoned. 

[fo.  8  v.]  Consensus  patroni  adhibitus  pencioni  impotentis  ecclesie 
vicarii  ne  resignans  videatur  mendicare  in  opprobrium  cleri. 

[Consent  of  a  Patron  given  for  the  pension  of  an  infirm  Vicar  of  a 
Church,  that  in  resigning  he  may  not  be  seen  to  beg  to  the 
disgrace  of  the  Clergy.] 

An  address  to  the  Bishop  by  William  Whyte,  clerk,  Master  of 
Arundell  College,  and  the  Confraternity  there  giving  consent  to  a 
pension  of  9  marks  per  annum,  assigned  by  the  Bishop  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  Cure,  given  the  Patron's  consent,  to  dn.  William 
Racford,  Chaplain,  who  had  resigned  the  Vicarage  of  Kurdeford,  in 
their  gift,  on  account  of  bodily  infirmity  and  debility,  lest  to  the 
disgrace  of  the  Clergy  and  the  dishonour  of  the  Church  he  should  be 
compelled  to  beg.  Dated  in  their  Chapter-house  under  their  common 
seal,  November  29,  1401. 

[fo.  9.]    Commissio  vicariatus.70 
[Commission  of  a  Vicariate  in  Spirituals.] 

Appointment  of  Mr.  Robert  Neel,  Canon  of  Chichester,  as  his 
Vicar- Oeneral  in  Spirituals,  by  the  Bishop,  who  for  certain  lawful 
causes  concerning  the  king  and  kingdom  needs  to  be  absent  for  a 
time  from  the  City  and  Diocese,  to  the  exercise  of  all  spiritual  juris- 
diction in  the  City  and  Diocese  during  his  absence,  with  power  of 
canonical  coercion ;   institutions   and  admissions  to  benefices  and 

69  Tahellio.  Qui  contractuum  et  testamentorum  instruments  conscribebat  [one 
who  wrote  out  instruments  of  contracts  and  wills],  Du  Cange,  Glossary.  See  the 
Appendix  for  a  full  note  on  this  subject. 

7°  "  in  Spiritualibus  "  added  in  a  later  hand, 
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authorizations  and  approvals  of  exchanges  being  specially  reserved. 
Dated  Duryngwyk,  September  30,  1401. 

[fo.  9.]    Mandatum  ad  convocandum  clerum  ad  convocationem. 
[Mandate  to  summon  the  Clergy  to  Convocation.] 

Through  Henry,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,71  the  Bishop  had  received  from 
Thomas,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  on  October  28,  directions  to  call 
together  to  consult  on  grave  matters  concerning  the  kingdom,  the 
'  Bishops,  and  their  Suffragans  or  Vicars-general  within  the  Province, 
1  and  through  them  the  Deans  and  Priors  of  the  Cathedral  Churches 
[and  their  Chapters,  Archdeacons,  Abbots,  and  Priors,  and  other 
Prelates  of  the  Churches,  exempt  and  not  exempt,  to  appear  in  the 
Cathedral  of  St.  Paul,  London,  on  November  24th,  to  treat  on  that 
and  following  days  on  arduous  and  urgent  points  of  business  con- 
cerning the  state  and  safety  of  the  Church  and  kingdom  of  England, 
'the  King  himself  being  specially  insistent.  Full  particulars  for  the 
direction  of  the  Convocation  are  added.  Dated  at  Coventry,  under 
the  Bishop  of  Lincoln's  armorial  seal  because  he  had  no  other  at 
hand,  October  24.  The  Bishop  therefore  peremptorily  cites  the 
,  Archdeacon  of  Lewes,  and  through  him  all  others  whom  it  concerns, 
'to  appear  before  the  Archbishop  or  his  Commissary  as  directed,  and 
to  summon  the  Clergy  of  each  Deanery  in  his  Archdeaconry  to  appear 
as  may  be  convenient,  that  they  may  elect  a  Proctor  or  two  Proctors 
to  appear  with  those  elected  from  the  Archdeaconry  of  Chichester  in 
the  Cathedral  on  the  Tuesday  after  the  Feast  of  St.  Martin  to  elect 
two  sufficient  and  fit  Proctors  for  the  Clergy  of  the  whole  Diocese.  A 
certificate  of  the  names  of  those  elected  to  be  supplied.  Dated  at 
I Coventry  (sic),  October  29,  [1404]. 72 

A  similar  mandate  issued  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Chichester. 

[fo.  11.]    Certificatorium  executionis  mandati  pro  convocatione. 
[Certificate  of  the  execution  of  a  mandate  for  Convocation.] 

The  certificate  of  the  execution  of  this  mandate  is  given  on  fo.  11. 
The  Bishop  informs  the  Archbishop  that  all  has  been  duly  executed 
jaccording  to  the  instructions  received  from  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln, 

71  The  Archbishop's  mandate  is  directed  to  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  in  the  vacancy 
1  >f  the  Sees  of  London  and  Winchester,  whereupon  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  as  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Holy  Church  of  Canterbury,  acts  for  these  other  two  Churches,  which 
ire  decorated  with  the  title  and  honour  of  the  Deanery  and  Sub-deanery  of  the 
Church  of  Canterbury. 

I    72  This  process  fills  more  than  a  page  and  a  half.    There  is  a  bare  mention  in 
Wilkins'  Concilia,  in,  p.  280,  of  this  Convocation, 
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which  are  quoted,  and  that  a  schedule  of  the  names  is  attached  to  hi 
Idler  [these  not  given].    Dated  Duryngwyk,  November  24,  1404. 

[fo.  .v.]     Commissio  facta  eertis  personis  ad  levandum  decimaffl 

concessam  in  convocacione. 
[Commission  to  certain   persons  for  raising  the  tenth  granted  in 

Convocation.] 

The  Convocat  ion  held  between  November  24  and  28  having  granted 
the  l^ing  a  tenth  and  a  moiety  of  a  tenth  on  all  ecclesiastical  benefices 
except  those  of  poor  nuns  and  hospitalers,  and  of  a  few  benefices 
wasted  by  war  or  incursions  of  the  sea,  the  Bishop  directs  the  Abbot 
and  Convent  of  Begham  [Bayham]  and  the  Priors  of  Sele  and  Tor- 
tyngton,  and  the  Master  of  the  College  of  Arundel  to  collect  the 
above  in  accordance  with  a  royal  writ  dated  Westminster,  December  6, 
aim.  regn.  6.  The  exceptions  stated  are  the  poor  nuns  of  Eseborne, 
Rouspare,  and  Leynmynstre.  Payment  to  be  made  to  the  king  on 
the  Feast  of  the  Purification  next  ensuing.  Dated  Duryngwyk, 
January  4,  1404. 

A  similar  mandate  issued  to  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Dureford, 
and  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Mychelham,  to  collect  in  the  same 
way  the  moiety  of  the  tenth  through  the  whole  City  and  Diocese. 

Certificatorium  missum  Thesaurario  et  Baronibus  de  nominibus  col- 
lectorum  deputatorum. 

[Certificate  sent  to  the  Treasurer  and  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  of  the 
names  of  deputed  Collectors.] 

The  Bishop  certifies  to  these  officers  as  is  stated  above.  Dated 
Duryngwyk,  January  5,  1404. 

Nomina  beneficiorum  exceptor um  a  solucione  decimarum. 
[The  names  of  benefices  exempted  from  payment  of  tenths.] 

At  the  foot  of  fo.  10  are  given  the  names  of  benefices  in  the 
Archdeaconry  of  Lewes  exempt  from  this  payment.  In  the  Arch- 
deaconry of  Lewes,  Iham,  Odymere,  Pette,  Vicarages  of  St.  Andrew, 
St.  Michael,  St.  Margaret,  St.  Leonard  de  Hastyng,  Selmeston,  Alcis- 
ton,  Friston,  Seford  Prebend,  Pidyngho,  Palmere  Vic.,  Blachyngton 
Wayvyle  [two  other  names  illegible,  and  some  writing  cut  off  from 
the  top  margin  of  the  next  page  .  .  .]  2073  lib.,  and  of  the  Archdeaconry 
of  Chichester,  whose  true  annual  value  extends  to  20  marks. 

73  This  would  appear  to  be  the  value  of  the  exempted  property  in  the  Arch- 
deaconry of  Lewes, 
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[fo.  20  p.]    Mandatum  directum  ad  faciendum  execueionem  literarum 
Collectoris  pape. 

[A  mandate  for  the  execution  of  the  letters  of  the  Pope's  collector  ] 
Letter  addressed  by  the  Bishop  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Lewes  giving 
effect  to  the  letters  of  Bishop  Lodowicus  of  Yulteranno  Nuncio  of  the 
Apostolic  see  and  collector  in  England  citing  all  possessors,  occupiers 
and  farmers  of  certain  stated  benefices  to  appear  before  the  collector 
at  the  places  specified  under  pains  and  censures  etc.  (liven  at  Duryng- 
wyk  (day  and  month  left  blank)  1404.  A  similar  mandate  was 
addressed  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Chichester. 

Mandatum  ad  sequestrandum  pro  reparaeione.74 
[A  mandate  to  sequestrate  for  repairs.] 
The  Bishop  to  John  Prior  of  Michelham  and  Mr.  John  de  Depyng 
rector  of  Blachyngton  near  Seford  and  Sequestrator  of  the  Arch- 
deaconry of  Lewes.  Whereas  Sir  Robert  Gylberd  Canon  of  Chi- 
chester and  Prebendary  of  Sutton  having  lately  died  in  the  same  left 
by  his  own  fault  many  notable  defects  in  the  chancel,  houses,  buildings 
and  closes  etc.  belonging  to  the  said  prebend,  the  repairs  of  which  should 
have  been  taken  in  hand  during  his  life  in  the  interests  of  those 
concerned,  the  Bishop  directs  the  sequestration  of  the  fruits,  rents  etc. 
belonging  to  the  prebend  to  be  published  in  the  Churches  of  Sutton, 
Seford  and  Blachyngton  and  elsewhere  if  thought  expedient  on  the 
Sundays  and  Festivals  immediately  following  receipt,  inhibiting  under 
pain  of  the  greater  excommunication  all  who  violate  such  sequestra- 
tion.   Dated  Duryngwyk  January  7,  1404. 

[fo.  11.]    De  veniendo  ad  consilium  magnum.    Mandatum  Regis  [De 

par  le  Roi].75 

[Royal  mandate  on  coming  to  the  great  Council]  [in  French].76 
For  certain  very  important  causes  and  businesses  touching  ourselves 
and  the  government  of  our  kingdom  and  the  defence  of  our  subjects 
against  our  enemies  of  France  Ac,  we  have  decided  to  hold  our  great 
Council  at  our  Palace  of  Westminster  on  Monday  the  9th  day  of 
February  next  ensuing.  Wherefore  we  pray  you  very  earnestly  that 
you  be  willing  to  appear  the  said  day  and  place  to  advise  on  the  said 
causes  and  business  and  other  matters  which  will  be  placed  before 
you,  etc.  Failure  will  be  at  the  kingdom's  and  your  own  peril.  Given 
at  our  Palace  at  Westminster,  January  22. 

74  Copied  and  translated  supra,  pp.  60 — 62. 

75  In  a  later  hand. 

76  Copied  and  translated  supra,  pp.  52,  53. 
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Procuratorium  ad  comparendum  in  couvocacione  nomine  EpiscopJ 
[Certificate  of  the  execution  of  t lie;  mandate  for  Convocation.  Given 

above,  p.  79.] 

[  Appointment  of  proctors  to  appear  in  Convocation  in  the  Bishop's 

name.  | 

Letters  patent  from  the  Bishop.  Being  hindered  by  severe  bodily 
infirmity  and  certain  other  reasons  from  appearing  personally  in  the 
Convocation  to  be  held  in  the  Church  of  St.  Paul,  London  on  the 
morrow  of  the  Conversion  of  St.  Paul  he  appoints  the  honourable 
men  Mr.  John  Honyngham  LL.D.  and  Dyonisius  Lopham  to  be 
jointly  and  severally  his  proctors  transactors  of  business  and  special 
messengers,  to  appear  before  the  Archbishop  or  his  lieutenants  and 
Commissaries  on  this  behalf,  the  various  particulars  of  the  Commission 
being  described  at  length.  Power  is  given  them  to  substitute  another 
proctor  or  proctors  in  their  place,  and  to  act  for  him  in  all  respects 
as  though  he  were  personally  present.  Dated  Duryngwyk,  April  16 
1404. 

Aliud  procuratorium  ad  comparendum  nomine  Cleri. 
[Another  appointment  of  proctors  to  appear  in  the  name  of  the 

Clergy.] 

Letters  patent  stating  that  the  Clergy  of  the  Diocese  had  chosen 
the  discreet  men  John  Depyng  and  John  Blounham  LL.Bs.  as  their) 
proctors  in  Convocation  before  the  Archbishop,  etc.  Dated  Chichester, 
April  6,  1404,  under  the  seal  of  the  Venerable  the  Official  of  Chi- 
chester. 

Monicio  ut  non  residences  resideant  in  beneficiis  suis. 
[A  warning  that  non-residents  should  reside  in  their  benefices.] 

The  Bishop  addresses  the  Archdeacon  of  Lewes.  "When  a  butler  who 
keeps  the  keys  of  the  food  absents  himself  from  his  charge  the  house-!  1 
hold  incur  peril  of  want  or  absolute  starvation.77  Wishing  that  hint's 
spiritual  children  for  whom  he  must  give  account  shall  not  incur  allte 
like  spiritual  risk,  the  Bishop  enjoins  the  Archdeacon  to  require  al  l  ; 
and  singular  Eectors,  Vicars  and  Chaplains  whom  he  finds  absenlj  j  titi 
from  their  Churches  or  Chantries  to  repair  to  them  within  twenty 
days  of  notice  received  to  resume  their  residence  and  the  exercise  ollt^  Pari 
hospitality,  and  to  report  to  him  as  to  names,  days  and  places  before) 
the  feast  of  St.  Matthias.    Dated  Duryngwyk,  December  22,  1404, 

A  similar  mandate  sent  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Chichester  the  same  date! 

77  Cum  pincerna  qui  alimentorum  claves  gestat  extra  hospicii  fines  dum  vagant 
contingit  familia  sitibunda  congrue  sustentaeionis  penuria  laberans  grave  incurri 
periculum  et  aliquociens  noscitur  irrecuperabili  discrimiue  deperire  Yolentes  igitu:| 
ut  filii,  etc. 
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Monicio  cum  sentencia  pro  vicario  de  Sydelesham. 
[A  warning  with  sentence  for  the  Vicar  of  Sidlesham.] 
Addressed  to  the  Dean  of  the  Deanery  of  Boxgrave  and  to  all  and 
singular  the  Curates  of  the  Deanery.  By  the  complaint  of  William 
Vicar  of  Sydelesham  and  the  relation  of  other  trustworthy  persons  it 
has  come  to  the  Bishop's  ears  that  some  evildoers  and  sons  of  per- 
versity whose  names  are  as  yet  unknown  as  well  as  their  persons, 
seeking  to  subvert  ecclesiastical  law,  and  devising  ways  of  deceit  etc., 
have  secretly  cut  out  and  taken  away  without  authority  and  have 
hidden  and  still  keep  hid  a  leaf  from  an  old  missal  of  the  same  Church 
in  which  was  described  the  11  Ordination"  of  the  Vicarage,  intending 
in  all  probability  that  in  the  process  of  time  1he  arrangement  therein 
described  should  be  thwarted  or  brought  into  doubt,  incurring  thereby 
the  penalty  of  the  greater  excommunication78,  these  are  to  enjoin  all 
those  concerned  to  give  their  help  within  a  fortnight  to  discover  those 
who  removed  the  lost  leaf,  and  to  make  them  deliver  it  if  found  to 
Mr.  Robert  Neel  official  General  or  to  Mr.  Geoffrey  Salle  Sequestrator 
in  Chichester  Archdeaconry  under  pain  of  the  greater  excommunica- 
tion, otherwise  after  the  lapse  of  a  fortnight  to  publish  excommunica- 
tion against  them  during  Mass  when  most  people  are  present,  the 
bells  being  rung,  candles  lighted  and  to  their  dishonour  dashed  to  the 
ground,  with  the  cross  solemnly  raised  aloft.  Any  persons  found  or 
suspected  are  to  appear  before  the  Bishop's  official  in  the  Cathedral 
on  the  20th  day  after  citation  made,  and  a  report  to  be  sent  in  before 
Mid-Lent  Sunday.    Dated  Duryngwyk,  February  6.  1404.79 

[fo.  12  v.~\    Mandatum  ad  publicandum  articulos  generalis  sentencie. 
[Mandate  for  the  Publication  of  the  Articles  of  General  Sentence  (of 
excommunication) .] 
The  Bishop  addresses  the  Archdeacon  of  Chichester.    The  separate 
I  conversation  of  the  wicked  is  rending  faith  and  unity  from  the  mem- 
|  bers  of  Christ,80  while  people  neither  fear  God  nor  the  effects  of 
ecclesiastical  censure,  etc.    The  Bishop  therefore  marking  the  con- 
j  stitutions  of  the  holy  Fathers  as  well  synodal  as  provincial  on  the 
!  publication  of  a  general  sentence  both  in  general  Chapters  and  in 
j  Parish  Churches  requires  the  Archdeacon  to  direct  his  Clergy  after 
;  gathering   them  together  in  general  Chapters  to  publish  in  their 
j  Churches  four  times  a  year  all  and  singular  articles  of  General  ex- 
communication publicly  and  distinctly  with  all  solemnity,  citing  all 

j    78  See  Wilkins.  Concilia  in,  95. 

79  This  monition  fills  a  page. 

80  Dum  fidem  et  unitatem  scindit  a  Christi  membris  separata  malorum  eonver- 
i  sacio,  dum  Deum  nec  jura  timens  per  sua  desideria  a  tramite  recta,  etc. 
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those  who  decline  or  hinder  such  publication  to  appear  before  the 
Bishop  or  his  Commissary  as  shall  be  directed.  Report  to  be  made 
by  Mid  Lent  Sunday.    Dated  Duryngwyk,  February  5,  1  lol. 

[fo.  13.]    Commissio  magistri  Johannis  Pedewell.8' 
[Commission  of  Master  John  Pedewell.] 
The  Bishop  appoints  Mr.  John  Pedewell  LL.B.  as  his  Commissary 
genera]  at  his  pleasure,  the  principal  points  of  the  Commission  being 
specified.    Dated  Duryngwyk,  October  1,  1404. 

Mem.  A  similar  commission  given  to  Mr.  John  Collys  Deer.  Bac. 
on  October  8,  1407,  at  Amberley. 

Certificatorium  executionis  mandate  collectoris  domini  Pape. 
[Certificate  of  the  execution  of  a  Collector's  mandate  for  the  Pope.]83 
Addressed  by  the  Bishop  to  Lodowicus  Bishop  of  Vulterrano 
nuncio  of  the  Apostolic  See  and  Collector  in  England  acknowledging 
receipt  of  a  citation  to  certain  holders  of  benefices  in  a  list  subscribed 
to  appear  before  him  at  his  Inn  in  London  before  March  1  under  pain 
of  the  greater  excommunication.  Given  at  London  November  20, 
1404.  The  Bishop  certifies  that  he  has  fulfilled  the  injunctions  of 
this  mandate.    Dated  at  his  Inn,  London,  February  20,  1404.83 

Inhibicio  ne  collectores  exigant  decimam  de  beneficiis  pauperum 
monialium. 

[Inhibition  that  Collectors  are  not  to  exact  the  tenth  from  the 
benefices  of  poor  nuns.] 
The  Bishop  addresses  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Dereford  and  the 
Prior  and  Convent  of  Mychelham  collectors  of  the  moiety  of  a  tenth 
granted  to  the  King  and  payable  by  Christmas  next  to  the  effect  that 
the  poor  nuns  of  Eseborne  Rouspare  and  Levemenstere  are  to  be 
exempted  from  payment  of  the  same.  Dated  Duryngwyk,  January  4, 
1404. 

Mandatum  ad  inquirendum  de  curatis  habentibus  edificia  ruinosa  una 

cum  monicione,  etc. 
A  mandate  of  enquiry  about  Curates  having  ruinous  buildings  with  ai 

monition,  etc.84 

Calls  the  attention  of  the  Archdeacon  of  Lewes  to  cases  in  which1 
sums  of  money  received  by  composition  for  the  repairs  of  manses  am' 

81  "  Commissarii  Generalis  in  Visitatione  "  in  a  later  hand.    See  pp.  55—60. 

82  Erased  by  single  lines  crossing  the  page. 

83  cf.  Mandate  to  the  Archdeacon,  fo.  xv.  and  supra  p.  81, 

84  Copied  and  translated  supra,  pp.  63,  64. 
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chancels  have  not  been  spent  within  two  months'  time,  so  that  the 
Churches  and  buildings  being  left  in  a  ruinous  state,  Divine  worship 
and  hospitality  are  neglected,  the  Archdeacon  therefore  is  strictly  to 
admonish  those  concerned  to  carry  out  repairs  immediately  and  to  see 
that  it  is  done.    Dated  Duryngwyk,  January  2,  1404. 

Litera  concessa  pauperi  heremite. 
[Letter  granted  to  a  poor  hermit.]85 
Letters  patent  addressed  to  all  sons  of  Holy  Mother  Church  by  the 
Bishop.  He  grants  an  indulgence  of  forty  days  to  all  who  give  their 
prayers  and  a  portion  of  their  substance  towards  the  support  of 
Richard  Petevyne,  hermit  of  the  Chapel  of  St.  Ciriacus  in  "our"  City  of 
Chichester  and  to  the  repair  of  the  same.  Dated  Duryngwyk,  April  3, 
1405. 

Deputacio  coadjutoris. 
[The  appointment  of  a  Coadjutor.]  86 
Letter  addressed  to  John  Brevves,  Chaplain.  Sir  John  Donmowe, 
Vicar  of  Fyndon,  having  been  for  some  years  past  afflicted  with  heavy 
and  diverse  infirmities,  especially  deafness,  we  having  confidence  in 
your  fidelity  and  circumspect  industry  depute  you  as  coadjutor  to  the 
aforesaid  John  and  commit  to  you  the  administration  of  the  said 
Church  in  things  spiritual  and  temporal.  Sir  John  is  to  be  supported 
out  of  the  revenues  of  the  said  Church  according  to  the  capability  of 
the  Vicarage,  and  the  parishioners  are  to  render  to  you  due  obedience 
and  respect  as  to  his  curate  and  coadjutor.  Dated  Duryngwyk,  April 
10,  1405. 

87  Inhibicio  facta  collectoribus  decime  ne  aliqua  exigant  a  beneficiis 

per  mare  destructis. 
[Inhibition  to  collectors  of  the  tenth  from  making  demands  on  bene- 
fices destroyed  by  the  sea.] 

Addressed  by  the  Bishop  to  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Begham  [Bay- 
ham]  and  to  the  Priors  and  Convents  of  Sele  and  Tortyngton  and  to 
the  Master  of  the  College  of  Arundel  Collectors  of  the  tenth  lately 
granted  to  the  King  and  to  be  paid  on  the  Peast  of  the  Purification. 
Exemptions  granted  in  favour  of  the  poor  of  Estbornc  {lege  Eseborne] 
Rouspare  and  Levemenstre  and  of  certain  benefices  destroyed  by 
the  sea.    Dated  Duryngwyk,  January  10,  1404. 

Mem.  on  the  same  date  a  direction  was  sent  to  the  Abbot  and  Con- 
vent of  Dereford  and  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Mychelham  to  the 
same  effect. 

85  Copied  and  translated  supra,  pp.  54,  55. 

86  Copied  and  translated  supra,  pp.  24,  25. 
S7  Copied  and  translated  supra,  pp.  39,  40. 
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[fo.  15.]    Commissio  facta  magistro  Johanni  Pedewell  in  negocio  de 

Lewes. 

[Commission  to  Mr.  John  Pedewell  on  the  business  of  Lewes.88] 
lie  is  directed  to  follow  up  the  enquiry  already  begun  by  Masters  Philip 
G-aleys,  Treasurer,  and  Robert  Neel,  the  Commissaries,  into  the  right 
and  title  whereby  the  Priory  of  Lewes  claims  the  possession  of  eleven 
benefices  within  the  Diocese  ;  he  is  to  proceed  in  this  enquiry  with  a 
view  to  ending  the  matter,  with  full  compulsory  power  and  to  report 
the  result.    Dated  Duryugwyk,  April  5,  1405. 

Inhibicio  super  advocacione  decimarum  de  Bolwarhith. 
[An  inhibition  touching  the  advowson  of  the  tithes  of  Bulverhythe.] 
The  King  to  the  Bishop  and  to  his  official  and  their  Commissaries. 
Since  Thomas  Atte  Lee,  Prebendary  of  Bolwarhith  in  our  free  Chapel 
of  Hastynges,  holds  all  the  tithes  arising  out  of  a  certain  place  called 
Wassh  of  our  advowson  and  you,  O  Bishop  aforesaid,  claim  that  they 
belong  to  your  Church  of  Byxyl  [Bexhill],  and  as  we  understand  that 
you  intend  to  draw  him  into  a  plea  before  you  in  a  Court  of 
Christianity,  and  as  it  is  clear  that  we  shall  suffer  loss  on  the  advowson 
if  you  seize  them  in  this  suit,  we  prohibit  you  from  such  proceeding 
in  a  Church  Court  until  the  matter  has  been  discussed  in  our  Court 
whether  the  advowson  of  the  same  tithes  belongs  to  us  or  to  you, 
because  pleas  on  the  advowsons  of  tithes  belong  to  the  Crown  and  to 
our  dignity.    Myself  witness  at  Westminster,  November  28  in  the  I 
6th  year  of  our  reign. 

Alia  Inhibicio. 
[Another  Inhibition.] 

The  King  to  the  Bishop  and  to  his  official  and  their  Commissaries.  ; 
Since  the  Chapel  of  Hasty nges  is  a  free  Chapel,  and  the  same  Chapel 
and  its  prebends  and  other  members  and  its  Canons  and  ministers 
ought  to  be  visited  by  our  Chancellor  for  the  time  being,  and  our 
dearest  brother  Henry,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  was  personally  prevented 
by  arduous  business,  we  have  appointed  by  our  letters  patent  our  I 
beloved  in  Christ  the  Abbot  of  Battle,  Mr.  John  Knygton,  and  | 
Robert  Barton,  Parson  of  the  Church  of  Breton  (sic)H8a,  to  supervise  the 
state  of  this  Chapel  in  its  head  and  its  members  so  far  as  need  is, 
including  the  proving  of  wills  and  the  administration  of  the  goods  of  I 
deceased  persons ;  also  the  said  Abbot  and  others  have  not  yet  com- 
pleted  their  visitation,  yet  you,  as  we  hear,  have  appointed  John 
Baker  as  executor  of  the  will  of  Petronilla,  the  late  wife  of  John 


Copied  and  translated  supra,  pp.  58 — 60. 
^rede  in  Pat.  4  H.  IV.,  part  2,  m.  39d. 
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Baker,  and  have  appointed  Richard  Knyth  executor  of  the  will  of 
|  Petronilla  Atte  Roper,  which  persons  died  at  Bolwarhith,  which  is 
!  a  prebend  and  member  of  the  aforesaid  Chapel,  after  the  Visitors  had 
,  begun  their  Visitation,  we  therefore  prohibit  you  from  attempting  or 

causing  to  be  attempted  in  this  matter  anything  which  might  issue  in 

contempt  or  prejudice  of  ourself  or  in  injury  of  our  crown  or  dignity 
i  or  derogation  of  the  execution  of  our  letters  aforesaid.  AVitness 

myself  at  Westminster,  March  11  in  the  6th  year  of  our  reign. 

[fo.  15  v.~]    Copia  libertatum  episcopi  Cicestrensis. 
[Copy  of  the  liberties  of  the  Bishop  of  Chichester.] 
The  Bishop's  letters  patent  referring  to  the  letters  patent  granted 
by  King  John  to  Symon,  Bishop-elect,  and  his  successors,  Bishops, 
and  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter,  and  approved  and  ratified  by  King  Henry 
(the  former  being  recited  in  the  iatter,  which  is  copied  at  length). 
King  Johu's  signed  at  Suwyham  (sic,  probably  for  Su\vyk=Southvvyk), 
May  9,  fifth  year  of  reign.    King  Henry's  at  Westminster,  Novem- 
l  ber  27,  1st  regnal  year.    This  copy  is  made  for  the  advantage  of  the 
I  men  and  tenants  of  our  Church  engaging  in  trade  and  business, 
!  that  it  may  be  ready  for  reference.    Dated  in  our  Manor  of  Bysshop- 
1  peston,  August  10,  1401. 89 

[fo.  16.]    Mandatum  de  veniendo  ad  Parliamentum. 
[A  Mandate  for  coming  to  Parliament.] 

The  Bishop  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Chichester  or  his  official.  Royal 
I  writ  received  on  November  12,  1403,  recited.  Calls  a  Parliament  to 
t  meet  at  Coventry  on  December  3.    Dated  Amberley,  November  12. 

[fo.  16  v.]    Procuratorium  domini  Episcopi.00 
[Procuratorship  of  the  Lord  Bishop.] 

Letters  patent  from  the  Bishop  appointing  Mr.  Dyonisius  Lopham 
l|and  James  Cole,  Clerks,  his  true  and  lawful  proctors,  actors,  factors, 
etc.,  in  all  causes  and  matters  of  business,  which  are  defined  at  great 
length.    Dated  Amberley,  July  8,  1405. 

Licencia  ad  celebrandam  Missam.9" 
[Licence  to  celebrate  Mass.91] 
The  Bishop  to  John  Buket,  Monk  and  Prior  of  Haylvng  Priory. 
In  the  Oratory  of  his  dwelling  within  the  City,  provided  it  is  kept 


89  Fills  one  page  and  a  third.    Other  copies  exist  in  the  Muniments. 

90  In  an  18th  century  hand.  91  Copied  and  translated  supra,  pp.  55,  56. 
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decenl  and  til,  ho  and  other  Chaplains  may  celebrate  or  provide  for 
Celebrations  eubmissa  voce  during  the  Bishop's  good  pleasure.  Dated 
Ambcrley,  October  20,  1105. 

[fo.  17.)  Breve  Regis  de  Decimis  colligendiH.,J~ 
[Royal  writ  on  the  collection  of  tenths.] 
The  King  to  the  Bishop.  The  former  Bishops  of  London  since  the 
6th  year  of  Edward  [III.],  late  King  of  England,  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  pay  tenths  or  moieties  of  tenths  to  the  successive  Kings  for 
all  their  goods  temporal  and  spiritual  as  is  clear  by  the  inspection  of 
the  Exchequer  Rolls.  Owing  to  the  death  of  Robert,  late  Bishop  of 
London,  the  temporals  of  the  Bishop  of  London  in  the  Diocese 
of  Chichester  are  now  cancelled  in  our  Register.  If  therefore  you 
have  fulminated  any  ecclesiastical  sentences  against  John  Olyver,  late 
Bailiff  of  the  Manor  of  Loddesworth,  which  belonged  to  the  late  Bishop 
of  London,  as  by  a  complaint  of  the  aforesaid  John  has  been  the  case, 
lest  we  have  a  further  complaint  from  the  said  John  Olyver  they  are  to 
be  revoked.  Witness,  J.  Cokayn,  at  Westminster,  January  24  in  6th 
regnal  year.    This  writ  was  received  at  Duryngewyk  March  26  [1405]. 

Commissio  domini  Cantuariensis.93 
[Commission  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.] 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury's  commission  to  the  Bishop  for  the 
consecration  and  canonical  dedication  of  the  Church  or  Chapel  of  the 
Blessed  Mary  Magdalen  at  Southberstede  of  the  Archbishop's  imme- 
diate jurisdiction  and  its  cemetery.    Dated  at  Ford  April  22,  1405. 

Mem.  that  on  the  26th  day  of  the  said  month  of  April  at  Amberley 
the  above-written  commission  was  presented  to  the  Bishop  and  sub- 
sequently on  May  5  he  went  publicly  to  the  Church  of  Southberstede 
a  protestation  having  been  first  made  in  the  presence  of  many  trust- 
worthy persons  by  Sir  John  Skardewyle,  Vicar  of  the  place  that  he 
did  not  intend  to  prejudice  the  mother  Church  of  Pagham  by  the 
consecration  and  dedication  of  the  Church  and  Cemetery  but  that  it 
should  be  preserved  uninjured  with  all  its  rights  and  possessions,  asj 
in  the  receiving  of  the  mortuary  and  burial  fees  of  any  parishioners, 
dAvelling  in  Southberstede,  ISorthberstede  and  Bogenore  and  holding 
of  the  Lord  by  fine  eight  or  more  acres  of  land,  who  by  ancient 
custom  were  wont  to  be  buried  at  Pagham.  The  Bishop  then  solemnly 
consecrated  and  dedicated  the  Church  and  Cemetery,  Masters  Philip 
Galeys  treasurer,  and  Robert  Neel  Canon  and  Official,  and  very  many 
other  Clergy  assisting,  and  a  multitude  of  the  laity  attending. 

92  In  a  later  hand. 

93  "  Pro  consecratione  ecclesiae  de  South  Birsted  "  added  in  an  18th  century  hand 
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[fo.  17  p.]    Commissio  administracionis  bonorum  ab  intestate 
[Commission  for  the  administration  of  an  Intestate's  goods.] 
The  Bishop  to  Peter  Palmer  of  Troughda  [Drogheda]  in  Ireland, 
committing  to  him  after  the  usual  oath  the  administration  or  disposi- 
tion of  goods  within  the  diocese  of  one  John  Pasavaunt  of  Ireland, 
merchant,  who  had  died  intestate.    Dated  Amberley,  May  14,  1405. 

Licencia  ut  quis  celebrare  vel  celebrari  facere  poterit  in  Oratorio. 
[Licence  for  celebrating  or  procuring  a  Celebration  in  an  Oratory.] 
The  Bishop  to  Dr.  Willing,  Hector  of  YVodemancote  ;  gives  leave  to 
Celebrate  by  self  or  fit  Chaplain  for  a  year  in  the  Oratory  or  Chamber 
of  his  habitation  being  a  decent  and  fit  place  by  reason  of  his 
infirmity  which  has  been  reported  by  Mr.  Robert  Neel,  official,  at 
whose  request  this  permission  is  granted.  Dated  Amberley,  May  15, 
1405. 

Breve  Eegis  de  defamatione.'JI 
[Hoyal  writ  on  a  question  of  Legitimacy.] 

The  Bishop  to  Mr.  John  Gylys  Eector  of  Erthyngelegh  [Ardingly]. 
A  Royal  writ  has  been  received  stating  that  an  action  is  pending  before 
the  Justices  at  Westminster  in  which  Hugh  Halsham  Esquire  claims 
against  John  Hemery  20  acres  of  land  in  Combes,  the  latter  asserting 
that  the  former  is  illegitimate  which  insinuation  is  denied.  The 
investigation  of  the  truth  of  this  matter  belonging  to  the  Ecclesiastical 
Court  the  Bishop  is  directed  to  make  enquiry  and  to  report.  He 
accordingly  commands  Gylys  to  cite  the  parties  above  mentioned  and 
other  necessary  witnesses  to  attend  at  the  Church  of  West  Grenstede 
making  inquisition  under  oath  and  with  coercive  powers.  When  the 
business  has  been  completed  its  result  is  to  be  certified  so  that  a 
formal  return  may  be  made  to  the  Justices  by  the  date  limited. 
Amberley,  May  16,  1405. 

Note  beloiv. — This  mandate  was  not  executed  but  another  a  copy  of 
which  with  the  certificate  of  the  same  will  be  written  below.  See 
1  fo.  18  y.95 

j  Commissio  ad  inquirendum  de  et  super  simoniaca  occupacione98  benc- 

ficii. 

[fo.  18.]    [A  commission  of  enquiry  on  the  simoniaca]  holding  of  a 

benefice.] 

The  Bishop  to  Masters  Robert  Neel,  Canon  of  Chichester,  John 

94  "  Defamatione  "  erased  for  "  Bastardia."    This  title  in  the  later  hand. 

93  A  similar  action  re  Richard  Halsham \s  legitimacy  took  place  in  1411  [cf.  fo.41]. 

96  Writing  so  closely  shaved  by  binder  that  this  word  is  doubtful. 


!)<> 
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Pedewell   LL.B.,  and  John  de   Dopyng,  sequestrator  in  the  Arch- 
deaconry of  Lewes.    It  being  notoriously  reported  by  trustworthy  I 
persons  that  Sir  Nicholas  Balle  Chaplain,  acting  aK  Rector  of  Iwhurst, 
procured  his  presentation  to  that  Rectory,  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr.  f 
John  Gardeyn,  by  promising  unlawfully  and  disgracefully  a  certain 
sum  of  money  to  Dr.  William  Iwettesale  the  patron  of  that  church,  \ 
which  sum  he  afterwards  paid  so  that  lie  obtained  and  has  for  some  ( 
time  held  the  church  simoniacally,  unjustly  and  wrongly.    They  are  to 
make  official  enquiry  concerning  this  charge,  and  if  they  find  it  proved 
to  remove  him  and  deprive  him  of  the  church  and  to  declare  him  so 
deprived  and  removed  ;  and  in  any  case  on  account  of  the  scandal  that 
has  arisen  to  enjoin  canonical  purgation.    Full  powers  are  conferred  for 
this  purpose.    Result  to  be  reported.    Dated  A  mberle,  June  3,  1405. 

Commissio  ad  consecrandum  Altare. 
[Commission  to  consecrate  an  Altar.] 
Thomas  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  to  the  Bishop  granting  full 
power  to  consecrate  and  dedicate  in  his  place  the  high  Altar  of  All 
Saints  Church  in  the  Palent  of  Chichester  of  his  immediate  jurisdic- 
tion  newly  constructed.  Dated  in  his  manor  of  Maydenston,  Janu- 
ary  2,  1403. 

[fo.  18  y.J    Inquisitio  de  bastardia.97 
[An  enquiry  on  a  point  of  legitimacy.] 

The  report  of  John  Gyles,  Clerk,  on  the  case  submitted  by  the  j 
Bishop  to  him  (fo.  17  v.,  p.  89),  recites  the  Commission.    In  conse- 
quence  he  goes  on  June  3  to  the  Church  of  West  Grenstede.  John 
Hemery  attending  there  expressly  asserted  that  he  would  not  produce 
any  witnesses,  but  that  Hugh  Halsham  was  and  is  the  true  son  of  John  j 
Halsham  Esq.  surviving  and  of  Phillipa  Atheles  his  wife,  deceased, 
born  in  true  and  lawful  matrimony,  and  that  there  had  never  been 
any  doubt  of  his  legitimacy.    Further  enquiry  produced  the  following 
testimony.   Sir  Richard  Daas  Chaplain  Rector  of  Combes,  aged  50  years  ; 
and  upwards  asserted  the  legitimacy  of  Hugh  Halsham,  and  stated 
that  about  twenty  years  and  more  ago  the  banns  of  his  parents  had 
been  called  in  the  Churches  of  West  Grenstede  and  Combes,  and  the 
marriage  solemnized  in  Combes  Church  on  the  morrow  of  the  Octave 
of  the  Epiphany,  with  due  ceremonies  and  no  objection  made. 

Nigel  Brok,  domicellus  of  free  condition,  aged  35  and  more,  was 
produced  as  second  witness,  and  bore  like  testimony.    He  was  not  j 
present  at  the  publication  of  the  Banns,  but  he  attended  the  wedding,  j 

97  "  An  Enquiry  "  on  Bastardy.  This  would  not  be  a  question  of  a  breaeh  of  ; 
morality  but  of  tbe  legal  position  of  an  heir.  In  case  of  question  as  to  legitimacy  ! 
the  point  was  by  common  law  to  be  referred  to  the  spiritual  court  of  the  Ordinary.  ; 
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Sir  Richard  Wenelyng,  Chaplain  Rector  of  Slagham,  aged  50  and 
upwards,  was  third  witness.    He  asserted  likewise. 

Sir  John  Clerke,  Chaplain  Rector  of  Brembyr,  aged  40  and  upwards, 
agreed  as  fourth  witness. 

Sir  Hugh  Warrawyke,  Chaplain  Vicar  of  the  Chapel  of  Assehurst, 
aged  50  and  upwards,  said  the  same  as  fifth  witness. 

Thomas  Chamberleyn,  domicellus  of  free  condition,  aged  50  and 
upwards,  agreed. 

Judicial  finding  that  Hugh  Halsham  has  proved  his  case,  and  is  the 
lawful  son  of  John  &  Philippa  and  free  from  any  taint  of  illegitimacy. 
In  testimony  whereof  because  my  seal  is  unknown  to  many  persons 
I  have  procured  the  affixing  to  these  presents  of  the  Seal  of  the  Dean 
of  the  Deanery  of  Storghton  at  the  special  and  personal  request  of 
Master  John  himself.  Given  at  West  Grenstede,  June  4  aforesaid 
year. 

Certificatorium  missum  Justiciaries  domini  Regis  super  inquisicionem 
captain  causa  bastardie. 

[Certificate  sent  to  the  King's  Justiciaries  on  this  Inquisition.] 

The  Bishop  certifies  the  finding  of  the  above  inquisition  to  the 
Justiciaries  and  returns  his  certificate  with  the  original  writ.  Dated 
Amberley,  June  0,  1405. 

! 

[fo.  20.]    Litera  testimonials  de  et  super  consecratione  ecclesie  et 

Cimiterii.!)8 

I A  letter  testimonial  concerning  the  Consecration  of  the  Church  and 
Cemetery  of  South  Berstede.] 

Letters  patent  or  a  public  instrument  issued  by  the  Bishop.  You 
ire  to  know  that  in  accordance  with  a  Commission  received  from 

Thomas,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  [as  given  above],  we  consecrated 

pn  May  5  to  the  praise  of  God  and  of  Blessed  Mary  Magdalene,  by 
lie  title  of  whose  name  it  is  honourably  distinguished,  the  Church  or 
Miapel  of  South  Berstede.    Certain  indulgences  fully  specified  are 

granted  to  devout  Parishioners.  This  instrument  is  published  through 
Mr.  John  Blounham,  our  Registrar,  at  the  date  aforesaid  in  the 
liirteenth  Indiction  in  the  first  year  of  Pope  Innocent  VI  \.  Present 

it  the  Consecration,  the  Venerable  and  discreet  Masters  Philip  Galeys, 
treasurer,  Robert  Neel,  Canon  of  Chichester,  and  .John  Stukele, 
lomicellus,  with  others  of  the  Diocese. 

98  "de  South  Berstede  "  added  in  the  later  hand. 


bishop  rede's  register. 


And  J,  John  Blounhani,  Clerk,  of  Lincoln  Diocese,  Notary  Public 
by  Apostolical  authority,  was  present  at  this  consecration,  heard  and 
wrote  all  and  reduced  it  to  this  public  form  at  the  Bishop's  request. 

Litera  eiemosinaria. 
[Eleemosynary  Letter.] 

The  Bishop  to  all  sons  of  Mother  Church,  etc.  Considering  the 
poverty  of  our  beloved  son  William  Trenchemer  of  Huva  Villa, 
broken  down  with  old  age  and  incurable  blindness,  but  formerly  when 
in  robust  health  occupied  in  fighting  against  the  enemies  of  the  King 
and  Kingdom  of  England  by  land  and  sea,  the  Bishop  recommends 
him  to  the  charity  of  the  faithful,  who  for  such  support  and  under 
the  usual  conditions  are  granted  forty  days  of  indulgence.  Dated 
Amberley,  July  24,  1405. 

[No  title.] 

From  the  King  to  the  Bishop.  A  reiterated  order  to  cause  to 
appear  before  the  Justices  at  Westminster  on  the  Octave  of  S.  Michael, 
Robert,  Parson  of  Twynam,  Clerk,  to  answer  to  the  Prior  of  Lewes' 
plea  that  he  pay  him  four  marks  in  arrear  of  an  annual  rent  of  13s.  4d. 
Robert  is  beneficed  in  your  Diocese,  but  has  no  lay  fee  where  a  process 
can  be  served.  Dated  Westminster,  July  8,  6th  regnal  year  of 
Henry  IV.    Witness,  W.  Thirnyng. 

Mandatum  ad  orandum  pro  felici  expedicione  Kegis. 
[Mandate  to  pray  for  the  King's  happy  expedition.] 

The  Bishop  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Chichester.  Letters  had  been 
received  from  Roger,  Bishop  of  London,  under  the  direction  of  Thomas. 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  Grod  having  the  control  of  all  warlike 
affairs,  etc.,  the  King  of  England,  having  credible  information  that  the 
constant  adversary  of  the  English  name  and  the  capital  enemy  of  our! 
King,  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  with  no  small  fleet,  i.e.,  at  least  144  battle-j 
ships,  has  touched  at  the  harbour  of  Milford  in  support  of  the  Welsh) 
rebels  with  the  intent  to  ravage  and  destroy,  if  fortune  should  favoui! 
him  (which  Grod  forbid),  the  English  Kingdom  people  and  race,  the; 
King,  relying  rather  on  Divine  assistance  than  on  earthly  power,  hat 
earnestly  desired  us  to  commend  his  cause,  himself,  and  his  army  tc 
the  devout  suffrages  of  prayers.  The  Archbishop  therefore  through 
the  Bishop  of  London  requires  all  his  suffragans  of  the  Province  oi 
Canterbury  with  all  possible  speed  to  warn  both  Clergy  and  laity  to! 
pray  very  earnestly  especially  every  Weduesday  and  Friday  for  th< 
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healthy  state  and  happy  expedition  of  the  King  and  his  army,  granting 
forty  days  of  indulgence.    Dated  Maydeston,  August  19,  1405. 

The  Bishop  of  London  accordingly  enjoins  the  speedy  execution  of 
this  direction,  and  the  Bishop  of  Chichester  adds  forty  days  indulgence 
for  the  faithful  observance  thereof.    Dated  Amberley,  September  5'. 

A  like  Mandate  directed  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Lewes. 

Another  to  the  Dean  of  Chichester." 

Indulgencia  concessa  visitantibus  Capellam  etc. 1011 
[Indulgence  granted  to  those  who  visit  the  Chapel  of  Bersted.] 

The  Bishop  to  all  the  faithful  of  Christ.    Because  in  the  view  of 
things  eternal  we  ought  to  sow  upon  earth  what  by  God's  gift  with 
!  multiplied  faith  we  may  be  able  to  gather  in  Heaven,  we  hope  to  do  a 
service  worthy  of  the  Court  of  Heaven,  as  often  as  we  stir  up  the 
minds  of  the  faithful  by  the  attractive  gifts  of  indulgences  to  works 
of  charity  and  piety.    Therefore  trusting  in  the  boundless  mercy  of 
f  Almighty  God  and  of  the  most  glorious  Virgin  Mary  His  Mother, 
[and  of  the  glorious  Confessor  blessed  Eichard  our  patron  and  of  All 
Saints,  to  all  our  parishioners  truly  penitent  contrite  and  confessed 
who  have  gone  to  the  Chapel  of  our  most  glorious  Virgin  Mary  the 
Mother  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  of  Holy  Cross  of  Northberstede, 
situated  within  the  Parish  of  Southberstede  of  the  immediate  jurisdic- 
tion of  Canterbury  for  the  sake  of  devotion,  or  who  have  visited  it 
devoutly,  especially  on  the  Vigil  of  the  Ascension  of  Our  Lord  Jesus 

I Christ,  or  who  have  stretched  out  helpful  hands  to  its  repair,  refec- 
tion or  new  construction  we  grant  on  each  occasion  forty  days  of 
indulgence  by  these  presents  sealed.  Dated  Amberley,  September  20, 
1405. 


Dispensacio  ut  quis  possit  promoveri  ad  ordines  et  beneficia. 
I    [Dispensation  that  one  may  be  promoted  to  orders  and  benefices.] 

The  Bishop  issues  a  public  instrument  as  executor  or  delegated 
judge  to  a  Papal  Bull  which  is  manifestly  genuine  by  proofs  described 
of  Pope  Innocent  IX.  in  favour  of  the  Venerable  Mr.  John  Frauncevs101 
Rector  of  Saltwode,  Dio.  Cantuar  Dec1.  Bac,  writer  and  friend  to 
,thePope;  also  an  abbreviator  of  Apostolic  letters.    By  this  instru- 

99  This  mandate  fills  a  page  and  a  quarter. 

100  "De  Berstede  "  in  later  hand.    See  above,  p.  91. 

101  For  John  Fraunceys,  papal  writer  and  abbreviator,  member  of  the  Pope's 
household,  rector  of  Saltwood  and  Kirby  in  Cleveland,  chaplain  of  Spergrove, 
canon  of  Beverley,  Chichester,  Lichfield,  Lincoln,  London,  Salisbury,  Southwell, 
Wells,  and  York,  see  Cal,  Papal  Letters,  vol.  v. 
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ment  he  is  to  bo  dispensed  from  the  impediment  of  illegitimacy, 
allowed  to  proceed  to  all  orders,  and  rendered  capable  of  holding 
three  benefices  mutually  compatible,  with  or  without  cure  of  souls,  even 
Canonries,  prebendH  and  other  dignities  short  of  Episcopal,  the  Apos- 
tolical  Constitutions  of  the  Council  of  Poictiers102  or  others  in  Dioceses 
where  the  benefices  might  be  situated  notwithstanding.  Dated  St. 
Peter's  Rome  XIV.  Kal.  Apr.  ami.  Pont.  IX.108  The  Bishop  after 
receiving  this  instrument  proceeds  to  give  effect  to  it  by  taking  the 
testimony  of  Sir  William  de  Legh,  Rector  of  Davenham,  Diocese 
Lichfield,  sufficiently  named,  with  six  other  persons  (names  not  given),! 
and  thereupon  dispensed  Fraunceys  from  the  impediment  of  illegiti- 
macy, and  sanctioning  the  other  points  of  the  dispensation  repeated 
seriatim.  Dated  and  done  at  Amberley,  September  17,  1405,  in  the 
presence  of  Drs.  Edmund  Webbele,  John  Attewatyr,  Chaplains,  and 
William  Walton,  domicellus,  specially  summoned  witnesses,  John  de 
Blounham,  clerk,  drafting  the  deed  and  certifying  to  its  correctness. 

[fo.  22  v.]    [On  the  King's  behalf.]    [In  French.] 
[An  appeal  for  aid  from  the  King  by  way  of  immediate  loan  on  the; 
security  of  sums  voted  by  Parliament  and  Convocation.] 

Reverend  Father  in  God,  as  we  considering  howT  our  Treasurers) 
have  paid,  as  they  say,  all  the  sums  of  tenths  received  by  them  fromjrl 
the  grants  made  to  us  in  our  last  Parliament,  and  how  also  we  have  j* 
paid  all  the  tenths  issuing  from  the  revenues  of  our  kingdom  in  thej  1 1 
meantime  as  well  for  the  wars  which  Ave  have  had  since  then,  and  we 
still  have  for  excessive  costs  and  expenses  which  we  have  had  for  the: 
chastisement  of  certain  of  our  rebels  even  within  our  realm,  and 
further  considering  how  lately  at  our  City  of  Hereford  on  our  road 
towards  the  parts  of  Wales  there  came  to  us  such  news  of  our  Duchy 
of  Guy  en  that  to  carry  on  the  wars  which  are  there  undertaken  for! 
the  safety  of  the  same  our  Duchy  it  will  be  expedient  for  us  to  send  to}  Jt 
this  our  Duchy  a  sufficient  company  of  men-at-arms  and  archers,  audj  ifet 
also  a  sum  of  money  with  which  they  may  be  refreshed  in  their  wants,j  i  j 1 
and  how  also  on  our  return  from  the  said  parts  of  Wales  it  will  be|P 
expedient  for  us  to  place  garrisons  in  the  same  parts  for  safety  there.; 
and  we  need  for  the  causes  aforesaid  to  raise  a  great  sum104  of  money 
in  hand  and  wishing  for  the  ease  and  quiet  of  you  and  our  otheii  .'ati 
lieges  in  the  collection  of  the  tenth  and  fifteenth  granted  to  us  by  the 
laity  in  the  said  Parliament  and  of  the  tenths  also  granted  to  us  by  the! 

102  See  Bochelli,  Decretorium,  p.  1088. 

103  The  whole  of  this  scored  across.    It  fills  a  page  and  a  third. 

104  Chevance  "  Le  bien  qu'on  a."    Littre.    Earliest  quotation  13th  Century! 
clpevantia,  cabentia,  "  facultates,  bona."    Du  Cange. 
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Clergy,  we  have  written  to  the  very  reverend  Father  in  God  our  very 
dear  Cousin  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  to  write  to  you  so  that 
you  may  cause  to  come  before  you  certain  officers,  prelates,  religious 
and  other  persons  of  Holy  Church  of  the  richest  and  most  sufficient 
of  each  Archdeaconry  in  your  Diocese  to  assist  you  with  so  much 
money  as  the  said  moiety  of  the  said  tenths  will  amount  to  in  the 
same  Archdeaconry,  and  to  have  repayment  of  the  same  moiety  of 
the  tenth  as  the  same  letters  will  more  plainly  declare.  So  we  pray 
you  very  dearly  and  heartily  that  as  the  same  letters  and  mandates 
issue  to  your  address,  you  make  such  execution  that  this  sum  may  be 
sent  to  us  at  our  city  of  Wircester  [Worcester]  with  all  possible 
haste,  so  that  it  may  be  there  at  latest  by  the  26th  day  of  this 
present  month  of  September  without  fail,  and  therein  you  will  not 
be  slack,  as  you  desire  the  safety  of  ourselves  and  of  our  realm,  Duchy 
and  Country  aforesaid.  Given  under  our  privy  seal  at  our  City  of 
Hereford  the  9th  day  of  September  [1405]. 105 

Tolleracio  ut  Capellanus  possit  celebrare  divina  non  obstante 
mutilacione.106 

[Permission  for  a  Chaplain  to  celebrate  divine  offices,  mutilation 

notwithstanding.] 
The  Bishop  to  John  Wallere,  domicellus,  and  patron  of  the  Parish 
Church  of  Horstede  Parva,  and  to  others.  A  supplication  of  Dr.  Nelme, 
Rector  of  the  Church  aforesaid,  declares  that  in  the  year  1399,  one 
John  Bartelot  made  a  violent  attack  on  William  Taylour,  a  parishioner 
of  the  said  Thomas  [Nelme],  then  Rector  of  St.  Mary  the  Great  of 
Walyngford,  and  tried  to  kill  him.  Thomas  interposed  between  the 
two,  and  thereby  lost  the  first  finger  of  his  right  hand.  In  con- 
sequence doubts  had  been  felt  whether  he  was  now  duly  qualified  to 
celebrate  Sacraments.  The  Bishop  after  personal  examination  certifies 
that  the  injury  is  not  sufficient  to  hinder  him  in  the  fracture  of  the 
host  or  other  official  acts,  and  gives  him  formal  permission  to  continue 

I  all  sacred  ministrations.    Given  at  his  lodging  in  London,  Novem- 

i;  ber  18,  1406. 

,0;'  Rymer  (FoeJera,  viii.  412)  prints  a  similar  mandate  in  Latin,  dated  Sep- 
tember 4th  [1405]  at  Hereford,  addressed  to  the  Sheriffs  of  the  Southern 
(Central  and  Eastern  Counties  of  England  and  the  City  of  London,  those  for 
Sussex  being  Johannes  Pelham  Chivaler  and  Johannes  Halsham.  Its  purport  is 
as  in  the  letter  above,  to  ask  for  the  sum  granted  by  Parliament  from  the  laity 
as  an  immediate  loan  from  wealthy  persons,  payable  on  September  26th.  The 
i  new  French  trouble  is  stated  in  this  letter  to  be  in  Aquitaine,  which  was  synony- 
mous with  the  government  of  Guienne  and  Gascony.  A  comparison  of  the  two 
j  documents  cannot  be  attempted  here  for  lack  of  space. 
|    106  Copied  and  translated  supra,  pp,  41 — 44, 
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[fo.  23.]  Dispensacio  ad  resipiendum  (aio)  ordines  ab  alieno  Episcopd 
auctoritatc  ttedis  Apostolice. 

|  A  dispensation  for  receiving  Orders  from  an  alien  Bishop  on  the 
authority  of  the  Apostolic  See.]107 

The  Bishop's  letters  patent.  He  lias  received  and  inspected  letters 
from  Antony,  Bishop  of  P[r]eneste,  the  Pope's  Penitentiary,  addressed 
to  Gunsalvu8  Nuin,  Scholar,  "  Egitaniensis  Diocesis."108  "  Vou  have 
proposed  in  our  presence  in  great  fervour  of  devotion  that  your  desire 
is  to  be  promoted  to  all  Orders,  but  because  owing  to  distance  you 
cannot  conveniently  go  to  your  Ordinary  you  have  humbly  begged 
that  this  defect  may  be  supplied.  Accordingly  by  our  authority 
specially  derived  from  the  Pope  you  are  allowed  to  receive  Orders 
from  any  Catholic  Bishop,  provided  they  are  granted  at  the  rightful 
times,  Apostolical  Constitutions,  etc.,  notwithstanding.  Dated  at 
Luca,  ij  Kal.  Mart.,  the  2nd  year  of  Pope  Gregory  XII." 

By  the  authority  of  these  letters  the  Bishop  admitted  on  June  9, 
Saturday  in  Ember  Week,  1408,  in  an  ordination  held  at  Amberley  the 
aforesaid  (xunsalvus  Num,  the  natural  and  legitimate  son  of  G-unsalvus' 
Dominic  and  Margaret  his  wife  of  White  Castle  (de  Albo  Castro), 
Dioc.  Egitaniensis,108  to  first  tonsure,  of  which  fact  these  are  letters 
testimonial.    Dated  as  above. 


Citatio  sub  mutue  vicissitudinis  obtentu.109 
[A  citation  under  an  arrangement  of  mutual  reciprocity.] 

The  Bishop  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  University  of  Oxford  or  his' 
locum  tenentes  and  Commissaries  whomsoever.  We  have  lately  heard, 
and  the  matter  is  notorious,  that  Mr.  John  Clyderowe,  Canon  off 
Chichester  and  Prebendary  of  Ertham,  has  sold,  alienated,  and  caused 
to  be  removed  a  certain  barn  on  the  domain  of  his  prebend  at  Ertham; 
newly  built  by  his  immediate  predecessor,  to  the  enormous  injury  of 
the  estate  and  dilapidation  of  the  goods  of  the  Church,  giving  a 
pernicious  precedent  and  scandal,  and  that  he  disregards  our  admoni-i 
tion  and  intends  to  appeal  from  our  jurisdiction  to  yours  ;  we  therefore! 
request  and  ask  you  that  under  the  arrangement  of  a  mutual  interaction 
you  cite  or  cause  to  be  cited  the  aforesaid  John  Clyderowe  to  appeal 
before  us  or  our  Commissaries,  Masters  John  Blounham  and  Robert  Neeli 

107  Scored  across. 

108  Egitania,  an  ancient  city  in  Portugal.    (Deschamp's  Idana  la  Vieja.) 

109  rji^jg  an(j  fjjjg  five  following  entries  are  in  a  different  and  rather  difficul! 
cursive  hand.  They  are  without  proper  headings,  this  being  scribbled  in  tb; 
margin, 
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our  Chancellor,  on  the  fourteenth  juridical  day  after  citation  by  you 
in  our  Cathedral  Church  of  Chichester,  etc.  Dated  Aldingbornc, 
March  24,  1413. 

[fo.  23  p.]    [A  letter  of  Introduction.]110 

To  the  Bishop,  Brother  John  Tylle,  Prior  Provincial  of  the  Dominican 
Order  in  England,  all  reverence,  etc.  I  present  Brother  Richard 
Counsayle  as  a  fit  person  for  hearing  the  confessions  of  your  subjects 
and  imposing  penance  and  bestowing  absolution ;  elected  by  me 
according  to  the  tenor  of  our  constitution  granted  by  Pope  Boni- 
face VIII.  of  happy  memory,  asking  for  your  licence,  and  may  the 
Highest  long  preserve  your  Lordship  for  the  safe  rule  of  your  Church. 
Written  at  Arundell,  October  5,  1413. 

[To  promote  an  exchange.111    No  heading.] 

A  letter  from  "  H.  Menevensis  "n~  to  the  Bishop,  beginning, 
\  Reverend  father  and  my  most  dear  brother,  May  I  recommend  you 
|  to  promote  an  exchange  between  Thomas  Jayat,  Rector  of  the  Parish 
Church  of  Bury  of  your  Diocese  and  Collation,  a  friend  of  the  King, 
and  John  Goodyng,  Rector  of  Neweton  near  Bury  of  Norwich  Diocese, 
a  friend  of  my  brother  of  Norwich.  May  my  prayers  avail  to  the 
speedy  accomplishment  of  their  wishes.  May  Christ  preserve  you 
long  safe  for  the  rule  of  your  Church.  Written  in  my  lodging  at 
Langley  Marreys  on  April  3  [no  year]. 

[fo.  24.]    ("The  Bishop's  reply  to  the  above.113    No  heading.] 

I 

If  The  Bishop  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  but  for  reasons 
I  into  which  he  enters  at  great  length  deprecates  being  pressed  to 
further  its  request.  Thomas  Jayat114  had  received  this  Rectory  and 
his  first  tonsure,  but  he  had  not  applied  to  the  repairs  of  the  benefice 
[the  sum  of  £20  received  for  that  purpose  ;  he  was  leading  a  practically 
(secular  life,  and  did  not  appear  to  have  any  intention  of  proceeding 
ito  the  various  steps  of  Orders.    The  letter  is  unsigned  and  without  date. 

|  [A  grant  from  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Mychelham.    No  heading.] 
,    Letters  patent  from  John,  Prior  of  Mychelham  of  the  Order  of 
St.  Augustine,  and  his  Convent.    We,  by  unanimous  consent  and 

\  110  Copied  and  translated  supra,  pp.  40,  41. 
j  111  Copied  and  translated  supra,  pp.  47,  48. 

j  112  Henry  Chieheley,  Bishop  of  St.  David's  1408—1414,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

113  Copied  and  translated  supra,  pp.  49—52. 

114  William  Gayet  (not  Thomas)  was  instituted  to  Bury  May  30, 1413  (fo.  164). 

tol.  yni,  u 
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assent,  hare  granted  to  Richard  Weston,  lato  Prior  of  Hastyng,. f or 
the  term  of  hiB  life,  a  competent  chamber  within  the  precincts  of  our 
Priory  and  such  eatables  and  drinkables  as  are  supplied  to  One  of  our 
Canons  in  the  Prior's  hall  at  lunch  and  dinner,  and  also  food  and 
drink  for  a  servant  who  wails  on  him.  And  we  will  that  the  said 
brother  Richard  Weston  in  time  of  sickness  shnll  receive;  in  his  chambel 
the  same  food  and  drink  as  he  would  have  if  well  and  sitting  in  the 
hall.  Moreover  we  grant  him  fuel  and  candle  in  his  room  for  the 
whole  term  of  his  life.  To  all  which  we  bind  ourselves  by  these 
presents.  Given  in  our  Chapter-house  of  Mychelham,  January  20, 
1413,  in  the  2nd  year  of  Henry  V. 

[fo.  24  v.~]    [Grant  of  an  annual  rent.    No  heading.] 

Letters  patent  from  Stephen,  Prior  of  the  Priory  of  Hastynges  of 
the  Order  of  St.  Augustine,11"'  and  the  Convent.  We  have  given  and 
granted  to  Richard  Cralle,  Thomas  at  Beche,  Adam  Twode,  Thomas 
atte  Wode,  Richard  Colle,  John  Alman  and  their  assigns  a  certain: 
annual  rent  of  40s.  sterling,  to  be  paid  annually  to  the  aforesaid; 
Richard,  etc.,  in  our  Priory  from  our  Manor  of  Hasilden,116  and  from; 
all  lands  and  tenements  belonging  to  the  same  Manor  in  the  Parish  of 
Dalyngton  and  Asshbowrnehame,  whoever  may  be  the  tenants,  during 
the  whole  life  of  brother  Richard  Weston,  late  Prior  of  Hastynges, 
at  the  four  quarters,  in  equal  portions  [usual  clauses  on  failure  ot 
prompt  payment,  distraint,  etc.].  Given  in  our  Chapter-house  of|j 
Hastyng,  March  30,  2nd  Henry  V.11? 

[Two-thirds  of  this  page  left  blank.] 

[fo.  25.]  Yisitacio  Reverendi  in  Christo  Patris  et  Domini  Domin 
Roberti  Rede  dei  gracia  Cicestrensis  Episcopi  Exercita  in  eccleshi 
sua  Cathedrali  Anna  domini  Millesimo  cccmo  Nonagesimo  Septinu, 
et  translacionis  sue  Anno  primo. 

[Visitation  of  the  Reverend  Father  and  Lord  in  Christ,  Lord  Rober 
by  the  grace  of  God  Bishop  of  Chichester,  carried  out  in  hij 
Cathedral  Church  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1397  and  in  the  firsl 
year  of  his  Translation.118] 

115  "  Cicestr.  Dioc."  erased,  "  in  com.  Sussex  "  written  over. 

116  < '  Hasilden ne  "  below. 

117  There  are  a  few  insertions  above  the  line  in  this  entry  which  are  practical! 
illegible. 

118  In  the  portion  of  the  Register  devoted  to  Visitations  there  are  a  considerabj 
number  of  marginal  notes  and  marks  in  later  hands^  but  they  are  merely  intends 
to  mark  or  summarize  particular  passages  and  are  of  no  importance. 
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This  Visitation  fills  three  and  a  half  leaves.  It  begins  as  follows  : 
In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1397,  in  the  fifth  Indiction,  in  the  8th  year 
of  the  Pontificate  of  the  most  holy  Father  and  Lord  in  Christ  Boniface 
the  9th  by  the  grace  of  G-od  Pope,  on  the  10th  day  of  the  month 
of  April,  the  Venerable  Father  and  Lord  in  Christ,  Lord  Robert  by 
God's  grace  Bishop  of  Chichester,  in  the  first  year  of  his  translation, 
wishing,  as  he  asserted,  canonically  to  visit  his  Cathedral  Church  of 
Chichester,  the  Dean  and  Chapter  and  the  singular  members  of  the 
same,  and  the  people  of  his  City  and  Diocese  of  Chichester,  as  from 
the  duty  of  his  Pastoral  office  he  was  bound  to  do  by  Diocesan  right, 
he  directed  his  letters  patent  on  and  about  carrying  out  this  his 
visitation,  as  is  stated  before,  to  the  Reverend  Master  John  Maydenhith, 
Dean  of  the  Church  of  Chichester  aforesaid,  or  his  locum  tenens,  of 
which  the  tenor  follows  and  is  such.  [Here  follows  the  citation  to  be 
made  through  the  Dean  or  his  locum  tenens  to  all  who  hold  any  office 
or  dignity  in  the  Church  :  that  they  should  appear  before  the  Bishop 
on  the  4th  of  June  next,  and  on  subsequent  days  if  necessary,  in  the 
Chapter-house,  and  exhibit  their  letters  of  Orders.  The  Dean  to 
submit  beforehand  a  list  of  all  persons  subject  to  the  visitation. 
Dated  in  our  Palace  of  Chichester,  April  10,  1397.] 


[fo.  25  ».]    Sequitur  alia  litera  pro  Visitacione  Civitatis. 

[Another  letter  follows  for  the  Visitation  of  the  City.] 

This  is  also  addressed  to  the  Dean.  He  is  required  to  cite  all  the 
Rectors,  Vicars,  and  Chaplains  of  the  City  who  hold  perpetual 
i  Chantries  or  other  offices  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Deanery,  and 
I  other  Chaplains  officiating  within  the  City,  and  from  each  Parish 
j  eight,  six,  or  four  Parishioners  according  to  its  size,  "  to  appear  before 
'  us  at  the  Altar  of  the  Subdean"  on  June  5th119  and  to  undergo  visita- 
;  tion,  the  beneficed  Clergy  to  show  the  titles  of  their  benefices  and 
■offices,  etc.  He  inhibits  the  Dean  from  attempting  anything  to  the 
prejudice  of  this  visitation  while  it  is  pending.  A  report  to  be  sub- 
mitted beforehand.    Dated  as  above.120 

A  full  translation  of  the  earlier  part  of  this  first  Visitation  will 
serve  as  a  specimen  of  the  whole  : — 

On  which  day,  namely  the  4th  of  June  appointed  for  the  Visitation 
i  of  his  Cathedral  Church,  the  same  venerable  Father  having  first  heard 
jMass  in  his  Chapel  at  Aldyngborne,  took  his  journey  {iter  mum 

J    119  «  quarto,'*  corrected  in  margin  "  quinto." 

|  120  Some  particulars  of  this  primary  and  of  later  Visitations  are  to  be  found  in 
Dean  Stephens'  South  Saxon  See,  pp.  126—130. 
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arripuit)  from  his  Manor  of  Aldyngborne  to  his  Chichester  Palace. 
And  about  the  first  hour  of  the  same  day  he  arrived  at  his  Cathe- 
dral Church.    And  the  same  the  Dean  aforesaid,  the  Canons  and  all 
the  other  ministers  of  the  Church  aforesaid  solemnly  chanting  the 
Responsory  Honor  virtu  a,  etc.,121  honorably  received  the  said  Venerable 
Father  at  the  west  door  of  the  same  Church.    And  a  solemn  incens- 
ing having  been  made  for  the  said  Father  by  the  said  Dean  and  by  a 
certain  Reverend  man  Master  Philip  Galeys  Treasurer  of  the  said 
Church  of  Chichester,  the  said  venerable  Father,  the  aforesaid  pro- 
cession preceding  him,  was  honourably  led  to  the  High  Altar  of  the 
same  Church,  and  a  collect  commonly  used  in  this  act  having  been 
said  by  the  Dean  over  the  same  venerable  Father  prostrate  before 
the  said  Altar,  the  same  venerable  Father  received  the  Dean  and  the 
Canons  of  the  said  Church  then  present  to  the  Kiss  of  Peace.  Which 
done  a  certain  discreet  man  Master  Peter,  perpetual  Vicar  of  the 
parish  Church  of  Estborne  [Eastbourne]  taking  the  theme  "The 
Shepherd  visits  His  flock  "  123  in  the  presence  of  all  and  each  then, 
present  delivered  a  noteworthy  address.    Which  address  ended,  the, 
same  venerable  Father,  taking  with  him  the  reverend  men  Masters: 
Edmund  Warham,  Archdeacon  of  Kermerdyn  [Carmarthen]  in  the 
Church  of  St.  David's,  John  Derlton,  LL.B.,  Walter  Roberts  [Roberti], 
and  certain  others  his  clerks  with  the  Dean  and  Chapter  aforesaid 
went  to  the  Chapter-house  of  the  same  Church.    And  the  certificate 
being  requested  of  the  Dean  concerning  the  letters  of  Visitation  of 
the  said  venerable  Father  directed  to  him  under  the  aforesaid  date 
which  should  be  duly  made  on  the  day  of  his  Visitation,  the  same; 
Dean,  asserting  that  on   account  of  the  shortness  of  time  he  was 
unable  to  certify  in  lawful  and  due  way,  handed  then  to  the  lord  i 
schedule  in  the  name  and  place  of  a  certificate,  the  tenor  whereof 
is  as   follows.    To  the  Reverend  Father  and  Lord  in  Christ,  Lore) 
Robert  by  the  grace  of  God  Bishop  of  Chichester,  your  humble  Johr 
Maydenhith  Dean  of  your  Church  of  Chichester  [gives]  obedienc* 
and  reverence  due  with  honour.    To  undergo  your  ordinary  Visitatior 
on  the  fourth  day  of  the  present  month  of  June  I  have  peremptorib 
cited  the  persons  underwritten.    The  names  of  which  persons  cite< 
and  present  are  these  : — John  Maydenhith  Dean,  Mr.  Philip  Galeys 
treasurer,  Dn.  John  Rampton,  Archdeacon  of  Lewes,  Dn.  Williar 
Petteworth,  Mr.  John  Paxton,  Dn.  Richard  Garden,  Dn.  Robert  Pube 
lowe,  Mr.  Robert  Neel.    Which  schedule  the  said  Dean  read  througl 
and  saying  that  on  account  of  the  shortness  of  time  he  had  not  bee: 

121  "Words  taken  from  Rev.  vii.  12.    See  "  Ordo  ad  recipiendum  processionalite 
Prelatum  vel  Legatum."    Pontificate,  Venetiis,  apud  Juntas  (1561)  fo,  202, 

122  Ezek.  xxxiv.  12. 
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able  to  seal  it  offered  it  to  the  lord.    The  lord  graciously  regarded 
this  as  a  sufficient  certificate  as  regarded  the  persons  then  present,  and 
thereupon  received  it;  protesting  however  that  he  was  unwilling  that 
for  the  future  any  other  schedules  should  be  offered  in  such  a  way 
and  held  as  a  sufficient  certificate  and  that  his  acceptance  of  this 
present  certificate  was  not  to  be  considered  as  a  precedent.  Which 
things  being  so  done  and  had,  the  same  venerable  Father  required 
that  obedience  should  be  tendered  to  him  by  the  Dean  and  all 
persons  placed  in  dignity  and   by  the  other  residentiary  Canons 
then   present.     After  some    altercation  at  length  the  Dean,  the 
Treasurer  and  the  Archdeacon  of  Lewes  aforesaid  swore  and  tendered 
canonical  obedience  to  the  said  venerable  Father.    And  moreover  the 
Dean  and  all  the  Canons  above  named  exhibited  the  titles  of  their 
benefices  and  their  letters  of  orders.    And   subsequently  the  same 
venerable  Father  diligently  examined  the  said  Dean  and  all  the 
Canons  then  present  about  defects   to  be  reformed  in  the  same 
Church  which  Dean  and  the   residentiary  Canons  present  say  on 
I  examination  as  is  contained  more  fully  in  the  schedule  handed  in  by 
them.    The  points  detected  and  debated  on  the  examination  of  the 
|  several  residentiaries  are  contained  below.    However,  Master  Eobert 
j  Neel,  a  new  residentiary,  being  examined  deposes  nothing.  Master 
Philip  G-aleys,  Treasurer,  only  says  that  the  Thuribulars  deputed  to 
iucense  the  Lord's  Body  at  the  great  Mass  on  the  High  Altar  begin  too 
'  hastily  before  the  Consecration  of  the  said  Body.    Which  examina- 
-  tion  having  been  thus  made  the  lord,  the  cause  of  his  coming  having 
|  been  stated,  prorogued  his  process  till  after  luncheon  the  same  day. 
|  And  subsequently  about  the  third  hour  after  lunch  the  lord  went  to 
the  Chapter-house,  and  having  seen  the  titles  of  benefices  and  the 
[letters  of  Orders  belonging  to  the  Dean  and  the  other  Canons  present, 
(when  they  had  not  ready  copies  [duplicates]  of  their  titles  and  letters, 
[assigned  to  them  a  term  for  the  sending  in  of  copies,  namely  the 
Monday  next  after  the  Feast  of  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr,  namely  .luly 
9th  next  following  in  the  aforesaid  Chapter-house.     Which  things 
jbeing  thus  done,  the  same  venerable  Father  asked  that  obedience 
should  be  tendered  to  him  by  the  several  Canons,  who  hail  so  far  not 
jtendered  it.    Whereupon  some  opposition  being  made  on  this  point 
'the  residentiary  Canons  supplicated  and  begged  of  the  lord  time  to 
'leliberate,  since,  as  they  said,  before  this  time  the  demand  had  never 
been  made  to  any  of  their  predecessors.    This  the  lord  kindly  and 
graciously  granted  them,  and  he  prorogued  his  Visitation  to  the  time 
iforesaid.    On  this  date,  namely  the  Monday  after  the  Feast  of  St. 
] Thomas,  the  Visitation  was  continued,  the  Dean  and  Chapter  having 
•equested  and  named  it  for  the  receiving  of*  copies  of  their  letters 
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;m<!  titles.  But  others  who  held  dignities  and  the  absent  Canons  who 
had  been  personally  warned  by  the  venerable  Father  to  be  present  at 
his  Visitation  appeared  by  their  sufficient  proctors  on  the  name 
Monday,  namely  Master  John  Thomas,  Archdeacon  of  Chichester, 
Sir  Laurence  Haukyn,  Prebendary  of  Thorneye  by  Mr.  Edmund 
Warham,  Sir  John  Vernemouth  by  Thomas  Farle,  Clerk,  his  proctor, 
Mr.  John  Haselee,  John  (xodmunstone,  Sir  William  Bernard  appeared 
by  Sir  Walter  Batayll,  their  separately  appointed  proctor.  Which 
proctors  of  all  and  each  the  said  Canons  swore  and  tendered  Canonical 
obedience  before  the  Dean  and  the  residentiary  Canons  and  other 
Clerks  then  present  with  the  lord.  Moreover  on  the  same  day  one 
John  Bysele  proctor  of  Mr.  Walter  Metford,  Canon,  in  the  presence  of 
the  said  venerable  Father,  [and]  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  promised, 
touching  the  Holy  Grospels,  to  use  his  diligence  that  the  money  due 
by  his  lord  aforesaid  to  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Chichester  should 
be  paid  within  a  short  time.  And  moreover  the  lord  commissioned 
viva  voce  Mr.  Edmund  Warham  to  continue  his  Visitation,  which 
should  have  been  held  on  the  same  day  at  the  Altar  of  the  Subdean 
for  the  Clergy  and  people  of  the  City  and  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
said  Dean,  on  another  day,  namely  the  9th  of  July  because  the  Dean 
had  not  executed  the  mandate  of  the  lord  directed  to  him  in  that 
respect.  Which  Master  Edmund,  according  to  the  form  committed 
to  him  continued  the  Visitation  the  day  and  place  aforesaid,  the  lord 
commanding  the  said  Dean  to  cite  the  Clergy  and  people  of  the 
City  and  of  his  own  j  urisdiction  against  that  day  according  to  the 
tenor  of  the  mandate  previously  directed  to  him. 

[fo.  26.]    Articles  proposed  by  the  Dean  and  Residentiary  Canons 
aforesaid  in  the  aforesaid  Visitation  are  these  in  form. 

[1.]  First  they  say  and  ask  that  the  Precentor,  who  is  bound  annually 
to  pay  to  the  Succentor  40s.  for  doing  his  duty  in  the  Church  of 
Chichester  and  witholds  the  said  sum,  may  be  compelled  to  the  pay 
ment  of  the  same,  for  otherwise  no  person  can  be  found  fit  to  carry 
out  the  said  duty. 

[2.]  They  also  ask  that  the  Treasurer,  who  is  also  bound  to  pay 
annually  to  the  Sub-Treasurer  40s.  for  doing  his  duty,  may  be  com 
pelled  to  the  payment  of  the  same. 

[3.]  They  also  ask  that  the  Treasurer  may  be  compelled  to  pay 
40s.  for  making  certain  anniversaries  according  to  an  ordinance  mad 
thereupon  by  the  second  Richard.123 

123  This  appears  to  be  the  reading.     It  refers  to  St.  Eichard,  who  was  th 
second  Bishop  of  that  name. 
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[4]  They  also  ask  that  the  executors  of  Lord  William  Eeede,  late 
Bishop  of  Chichester,  may  be  compelled  to  give  satisfaction  to  the 
said  Church  concerning  thirteen  silver  and  gilt  chalices  according  to 
what  is  contained  in  the  will  of  the  said  Lord  Bishop. 

[5.]  They  also  ask  that  the  Prior  of  Tortyngton,  who  detains  an 
annual  pension  of  16s.  for  making  the  anniversary  of  Humphry 
Mylers  and  so  has  detained  it  for  seven  years  past,  may  be  compelled 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  same.1-1, 

[6.]  They  also  ask  that  the  Chancellor  may  be  compelled  to  correct 
and  bind  the  books  of  the  Church,  which  are  in  great  need  of 
correction  and  binding. 

[7.]  They  also  say  that  Sir  Philip  Mestede  Knight  detains  annually 
22s.  forthcoming  from  lands  in  Charlokeston  for  the  anniversary  of 
Hermilius  [?  Ernisius,  a.d.  1219],  Precentor,  and  so  has  detained  them 
for  sixteen  years  past.125 

[8.]  They  also  ask  that  the  Archdeacons  of  Chichester  and  Lewes 
may  be  compelled  to  their  duty  in  making  Sermons  to  the  people  on 
Ash  Wednesday  and  Maundy  Thursday,  and  other  things  which  should 
be  performed  by  them  according  to  the  Statutes  of  the  aforesaid 
Church. 

On  June  6th  the  Bishop  sent  a  mandate  to  the  Dean  and  to 
Mr.  John  Derlton,  LL.B.,  requiring  the  former  to  receive  in  his  place 
the  obedience  of  the  residentiary  Canons  ;  accordingly  they  assembled 
in  the  Chapter-house.  The  Dean,  acting  as  the  Bishop's  Commissary, 
required  the  obedience  of  each  of  them,  which  after  some  grumbling 
("  aliquali  murmuratione  ")  they  gave  under  their  hand  (obedientiam 
manualem),  and  each  gave  it  for  himself.  The  signatories  were 
William  Petteworth,120  John  Paxton,1-0  Richard  Gardyner,  otherwise 
called  Chychestre,  and  Robert  Pubelowe.1-0  Dated  in  the  Chapter- 
house, June  7. 

The  tenor  of  the  oath  taken  was  as  follows :  I,  N.,  will  be  obedient 
to  Lord  Robert,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  and  his  successors  in  their 
lawful  and  canonical  mandates  if  and  so  far  as  they  are  due  by  right. 
So  may  God  help  me  and  the  Holy  Gospel  of  God.  There  were 
present,  Mr.  John  Derlton,  LL.B.,  Adam  Symond,  and  John  Blounhain, 
Notaries  Public  by  Apostolical  authority.  Subsequently  the  Dean, 
by  the  Bishop's  direction,  cited  for  July  9th  the  Dignitaries,  etc.,  who, 
owing  to  the  Dean's  neglect,  had  failed  to  appear  on  the  first  citation. 
The  Dean's  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  and  execution  of  this 

124  Margin  :  "  recuperata  per  ass  "  [?  assisam],  i.e.,  this  sum  was  recovered. 

125  Margin:  "recuperata." 

126  Also  attended  or  were  represented  at  the  Visitation  of  1402. 
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mandate  in  dated  Chichester,  July  8.  Thi«  having  been  read,  the 
Bishop  caused  to  be  summoned  all  and  each  whose  names  were 
written  in  a  schedule  attached  to  the  said  certificate,  and  any  who 
failed  to  appear  personally  or  by  proctor  were  pronounced  contumacious, 
reserving  to  himself  their  punishment: — 

137Riehard  Courteney,  precentor. 

127Dn.  John  Worton  ( Wutton),  preby  of  Waltham. 

127Dn.  Robert  Gylberd,  preby  of  Sutton. 

Mag.  John  Mory,  preby  of  Huva  Villa. 

Mag.  John  Norton,  preby  of  Huva  Ecclesia. 
127Dn.  Andrew  Yonge,  preby  of  Myddelton  (by  Dn.  John  Selseye] 
Proct.127). 

Dn.  Benedict  Granden.  preby  of  Ertham. 
127 Abbot  of  Greston  (Grastene),  Preby  of  Wylmyngton. 
137Mag.  Robert  Bradgar,  preby  of  Hethfeld. 

The  names  of  those  who  appeared  by  proctors. 

127Mag.  John  Thomas,  Preby  of  Merdon,  Archdn  of  Chichester  (by 
Mr.  Thomas  Sowtham,  proct.127). 
Dn.  John  Boor,  preby  of  Gatys. 
Dn.  Giles  Wenlok.  preby  of  Wyseberghe. 
127Dn.  John  Notyngham,  preby  of  Col(e) worth. 
127Mag.  Richard  Alkyrton,  preby  of  Wythryng. 

Dn.  Guy  Mone,  preby  of  Sydelesham. 
127Dn.  William  Noion,  preby  of  Ferryng  (by  Dn.  Wm.  Petteworth, 
proctor127). 

The  names  of  Vicars  in  the  Choir  who  made  their  obedience  to  the 

Bishop. 

Dn.  Giles  Bromden  exhibited  sufficiently. 
127Dn.  Henry  Botelor  exhibited  sufficiently. 
127Dn.  William  Wyngmer(e)  exhibited  sufficiently. 
(137Cap.  at  Chantry  of  Dean  Thomas.) 
Dn.  Job.  Succentor,  exhibited  sufficiently. 
I27Dn.  Richard  Pode(he)ye  exhibited  sufficiently. 

(127Cap.  of  one  Chantry  at  the  Altar  of  St.  John.) 
127Dn.  Thomas  Passh,  Vicar,  exhibited  sufficiently. 
(127Cap.  of  the  Chantry  called  Charnell.) 

127  Attended  also  the  Visitation  of  January  29,  1402.  Variations  of  spelling  in 
the  later  Visitation  and  titles  there  inserted  are  indicated  within  brackets. 
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127Dn. 

127Dn. 
127Dn. 

(1J 


13'Dn.  John  Selseye 

(127Cap.  of  Chantry  at  Altar  of  S. 
Thomas  the  Martyr) 
127Dn.  John  Ju(l)dewyn 

(127Cap.  of  Chantry  of  S.  Faith) 
127Dn.  John  Skyrell 

(127Cap.  of  Chantry  of  S.  Richard) 
127Dn.  John  Pecok 

(127Cap.  of  first  Chantry  of  Bishop 
Gilbert  in  Chapel   of  Blessed 
Virgin  Mary) 
127Dn.  Nicholas  Pycot 

(127Cap.  of  2nd  Chautry  of  Bishop 
Gilbert  in  above  Chapel) 
l27Dn.  Thomas  Hampton 
John  Laxman 
Richard  Ju(l)de\vyn 
William  Clement 
!7Cap.  of  one  Chantry  at  Altar 
of  S.  John) 
Dn.  John  Rygewyk 
127Dn.  John  Skeyneyn 

(127Cap.  at  Altar  of  S.  Mary  Mag- 
dalen) 
l27Dn.  John  Paye 

Dn.  Ralph  Martyn 
127 (Mr.)  Adam  ISymond 
l!7Dn.  John  Combe 

(127Cap.  of  Chantry  at  Altar  of 
S.  Anne) 
Dn.  Henry  Ventry 
l27Dn.  Thomas  Paxton 

(127Cap.  of  Chantry  at  Altar  of 
S.  Katherine) 
27(Dn.)  Richard  Swetappull 
27Dn.  Philip  Gol[d]ston 
27(Dn.)  Richard  Dytton 
27Dn.  Thomas  (Atte)halle 

(127Cap.  of  Chantry  at  Altar  of 
S.  Pantaleon) 


All  these  rendered  obedience 
to  the  Lord  and  exhibited 
sufficiently. 

Being  examined  also  separate- 
ly they  deposed  nothing  ; 
wherefore  they  did  not 
proceed  to  any  further  exe- 
cution of  the  Lord's  pre- 
sent Visitation. 


127  Attended  also  the  Visitation  of  January  29,  1402.  Variations  of  spelling  in 
he  later  Visitation  and  titles  there  inserted  are  indicated  within  brackets. 
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Dn.  John  Eston,  Vicar,  exhibited  nothing  nor  rendered  thejord 

obedience  because  Ik-  was  demented.128 

[  To.  27  v.  ]    Sequitur  visitacio  Clcri  ct  populi  Civitatis  ct  jurisdictionis 

decani  exercita  eodem  die  ad  a  1  tare  Subdecani. 
[Here  follows  the  Visitation  of  the  Clergy  and  people  of  the  City 
and  of  the  Dean's  jurisdiction  carried  out  the  same  day  at  the 
Altar  of  the  Subdean.] 
Mag.  Thomas  Walkyngton,  Subdean,  appeared  and  exhibited  sulli- 
ciently. 

Dn.  Patrick,  Chaplain,  of  Ireland,  exhibited  letters  of  Orders. 

John  Attemylne  |  parj8hioners  of  S.  Peter  the  Great  say  that 
William  Hurlebat   >  ^  ig  ^  there 

"William  G-undray  J 

Dn.  [blank],  Hector  of  the  Church  of  Mary  in  Poro  Chichester. 
Dn.  John  Whythard,  Chaplain  celebrating  there. 
Richard  Sadeler  ~) 

John  Mylers  /    Parishioners  there  say  that  all  is  well. 

John  Barbowr  J 

Dn.  John,  Rector  of  S.  Olave. 

John  Grolston 

Augustine  Ingold    /    Parishioners  there  say  that  all  is  well. 
John  Smolyn  J 

Church  of  S.  Peter  the  Greater. 
Dn.  John  Brockhorn,  Eector  there,  did  not  appear. 
Dn.  John  Prat,  Chaplain  there,  exhibited  letters  of  Orders. 
Walter  Gundrey  1 

Richard  Syndre       f    Parishioners  say  that  all  is  well. 

John  Rykeman  J 

Dn.  Philip,  Rector  of  S.  Peter  the  Less. 

The  parishioners  say  that  Thomas  Comper  fornicates  with  a  certain 
woman  whom  he  keeps. 

Dn.  John  Skyrell,  Rector  of  S.  Andrew — Henry  Prykeloue,  William 
Isaac,  senior,  John  Craik,  Parishioners  there,  say  that  all  is  well. 

Dn.  John  Passh,  Rector  of  S.  Martin.   The  parishioners  say  ut  supra. 

Dn.  Giles  Bromdene,  Rector  of  Sl  Sepulchre.  The  parishioners  say 
that  John  Vynour  alias  Gundrey  hns  laid  a  charge  of  forgery  (imposuit 
crimen  falsi)  against  Nicholas  Bydysdale  affirming  that  he  fabricated 
a  false  obligatory  writing.  Also  they  say  that  John  Glovere  does 
not  attend  his  Parish  Church. 

Dn.  Henry  Boteler,  Rector  of  S.  Pancras. — The  Parishioners  say 
ut  supra. 

12s  «  Quja  ni^nte  oaptus." 
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Mag.  Thomas,  Itector  of  the  Church  of  S*  Mary  of  Fyschetodrne. — 
The  parishioners  say  ut  supra. 

Dn.  Ralph,  Vicar  of  Wyke. — The  parishioners  say  ut  supra. 

[Lower  half  of  fo.  27  v.  blank.] 

[fo.  28.]    Sequitur  alia  visitacio  ejusdeai  Reverendi  patris  exercita 
per  eum  in  dicta  ecclesia  sua  Cicestrensi  Vicesimo  Xono  die 
mensis  Januarii  anno  doinini  millesimo  ccccmo  secundo. 
[There  follows  another  Visitation  of  the  Bishop  in  his  Church  of 

Chichester,  January  29,  140f .] 
On  December  9,  1402,  the  Bishop  seut  Letters  Patent  to  Mr.  John 
de  Maydeuhith  or  his  locum  tenens  declaring  his  intention  of  holding 
a  Visitation.  We  are  instructed  by  the  teachings  of  the  ancient 
Fathers,  and  admonished  by  the  decisions  of  sacred  Canons,  that  we 
should  strive  to  bring  back  to  the  way  of  truth  the  Lord's  Hock 
entrusted  to  our  care  who  are  straying  from  the  rule  of  right  conduct 
and  the  track  of  reason,  etc.  Hence  it  is  that  we  propose  to  visit  by 
our  Diocesan  right  our  renowned  spouse  the  Church  of  Chichester 
and  you  the  Dean  and  Chapter  and  the  singular  persons  of  the  same 
our  Church  of  whatever  state,  dignity,  pre-eminence  or  condition  they 
may  be,  and  the  Clergy  and  people  of  our  City  and  Diocese  of  Chi- 
chester. Wherefore  we  peremptorily  cite  you  the  Dean  and  by  you  the 
Chapter,  etc.  for  January  29  next.  Those  cited  are  to  exhibit  titles, 
letters  of  Orders,  and  if  they  are  foreign  priests  celebrating  in  the 
Church  letters  of  commendation  with  their  letters  of  Orders,  under 
such  penalties  as  may  apply  to  each,  leaving  true  copies  of  all  things 
j  to  be  then  shown  with  the  Bishop  or  his  Registrar.  All  persons  to 
1  be  bound  to  speak  the  truth  on  points  concerning  the  Visitation. 
The  Decanal  authority  in  the  Church  to  be  suspended  during  the 
i  Visitation.    Dated  Amberley  Manor,  December  9,  1402. 

j'  [fo.  28  y.]  Sequitur  alia  litera  pro  visitacione  Cleri  et  pop u  1  i  Civitatis. 
'  [Here  follows  another  letter  for  the  Visitation  of  the  Clergy  and 
people  of  the  City.] 
Addressed  to  the  Dean  or  his  locum  tenens  for  citation  of  all 
I  Rectors,  Vicars  or  Chaplains  who  hold  perpet  ual  chantries  or  annals. 
; hospitals,  pious  places,  offices,  or  oilier  benefices  whatsoever,  and 
i eight,  six,  or  four  parishioners,  according  to  the  size  of  the  Parishes, 
'to  appear  at  the  Altar  of  the  Subdean  on  January  30  next,  to  undergo 

Visitation,  the  beneficed  Clergy  to  show  the  titles  of  their  benefices 
[and  offices,  and  others  to  exhibit  their  letters  of  Orders  and  to  leave 

copies  of  them.    The  Clergy  and  laity  summoned  to  speak  the  truth, 

etc.    Dated  as  above. 
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The  Bishop  attended  tlie  Cathedral  with  his  household  (cum  familia 
sua)  on  January  20  about  7  a.m.,  having  firHt  heard  Mass  privately  in 
the  Palace  Chapel.  In  the  absence  of  the  Dean  outside  the  City,  Sir 
William  Reede,  Chancellor,  Mag.  Philip  [Galeys],  Treasurer,  and  the 
Canons  Residentiary,  the  Vicars  and  other  ministers  received  him 
honorably  at  the  west  door,  and  a  solemn  censing  having  been  made 
for  him  by  the  aforesaid  Chancellor  and  Treasurer,  with  a  solemn 
procession  conducted  him  to  the  High  Altar  singing  sonorously  the 
responsory  Summed  Trinitati  where  he  prostrated  himself  before  the 
Altar  and  the  Chancellor  recited  the  appointed  collect.  Then  the 
venerable  Father  took  with  him  the  Chancellor,  Treasurer,  and 
Chapter  to  the  Chapter-house,  with  his  own  clerks  and  delivered  a 
notable  address  (collacionem  egregiani)  on  the  theme  Visitavit  Dc-minul 
plebem  suam.l2[>  Then  strangers  (extraneis)  being  removed  the  Dean's 
certificate  (which  pursued  the  usual  form)  was  read  by  Mr.  John 
Paxton  signifying  his  compliance  with  the  mandate.  Dated  Chi- 
chester, January  26. 

[fo.  29.]    The  names  of  those  cited  follow  : — 
Residentiaries. 

Mag.  John  de  Maydenhith,  Dean,  by  Mr.  John  Paxton  his  proctor 

lawfully  appointed. 
Dn.  William  Reede,  Chancellor  and  Prebendary  of  Huva  Villa, 

personally. 

Mag.  Philip  [G-aleys],  Treasurer,  et   Prebendary  of  Hamstede, 
personally. 

Dn.  William  de  Petteworth,  Prebendary  of  Eerles,  personally. 
Mag.  John  Paxton,  Prebendary  of  Ippethorn.  personally. 
Dn.  Robert  Pubelowe,  Prebendary  of  Hylegh,  by  Mr.  Robert  Neel. 
Mag.  Richard  Alkyrton,  Prebendary  of  Wyghtryng,  personally. 
Mag.  Robert  Neel,  Prebendary  of  Hanfeld,  personally. 

Non  residents. 

[Those  only  whose  names  do  not  occur  in  the  Visitation  of  1397.] 

Dn.  John  Bampton,  Archdeacon  of  Lewes. 

Dn.  John  Chytterne,  Prebendary  of  Huva  Ecclesia. 

Mag.  William  Langton,  Prebendary  of  Wysebergh,  by  Dn.  Ralph 

Watyrman,  Cap.  Sacrist  of  the  Royal  Chapel  of  Boseham, 

proctor,  who  exhibited  sufficiently  and  supplied  copies. 
Dn.  Thomas  Harlyng,  Prebendary  of  Eytelworth,  by  Dn.  William 

Reede,  Chancellor,  but  exhibited  nothing. 
Mag.  William  Norton,  Prebendary  of  Hurst,  by  Dn.  Thomas  Epper- 

ston,  Cap.  proctor. 

129  S.  Luke  vii.  16. 
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Dri.  Henry  Spycer,  called  De  Harleston,  Prebendary  of  Gates,  by 

Dn.  Walter  Batayll,  proctor. 
Mag.  Thomas  Ryggeley,  Prebendary  of  Somerle,  by  l\lr.  John 

Paxton,  proctor. 
Mag.  John  Bremore,  Prebendary  of  Sydelesham. 
Mag.  Richard  Derham,  Prebendary  of  Sefford. 

Dn.  Laurence  Haukyn,  Prebendary  of  Thorneye,  appeared  by  Dn. 

Ralph  Watyrman,  Sacrist  of  Bosbam,and  exhibited  sufficiently. 
Mag.  Edmund  Warham,  Prebendary  of  Selseye. 
Mag.  William   Milkton,  Prebendary  of    Brakelesham    by  Mag. 

Robert  Neel. 

The  names  of  Vicars  contained  in  the  Schedule  (additional  to  1397). 
Dn.  Edmund  Saler  appeared  and  exhibited  sufficiently. 
Richard  Tawk. 

Dn.  Thomas  Okyndene  appeared  and  exhibited  sufficiently. 


Names  of  Chaplains  celebrating  in  the  Church. 

Dn.  Reginald  Alisandre,  Cap.  of  the  Chantry  at  the  Altar  of  S.  Cross. 
Dn.  William  Padewall  appeared  and  exhibited  sufficiently. 
Dn.  Philip  Stubyn  appeared  and  exhibited  sufficiently. 
Each  of  these  persons  was  summoned  separately,  the  cause  of  the 
Dean's  absence  being  alleged  by  Mr.  John  Paxton,  Canon,  the  Bishop 
graciously  decided  that  he  was  to  be  waited  for  till  his  arrival,  lie 
then  inspected  the  titles  of  the  Chancellor,  Treasurer,  Archdeacon  of 
J  Lewes  and  residentiary  Canons,  some  of  whom  exhibited  their  titles 
|  and  left  copies  with  the  Registrar,  notice  being  taken  of  certain 

I defects  discovered  in  the  Church  with  a  view  to  their  correction,  and 
these  Canons  being  separately  examined  thereon  and  an  adjournment 
made  till  the  second  hour  after  lunch  (post  prandium).  At  that 
time  the  Bishop  went  out  again  to  the  Chapter-house,  and  sitting 
judicially  had  the  names  called  of  the  residentiary  Canons  who  had 
not  yet  exhibited.  They  all  appeared  except  the  Dean,  and  exhibited 
singly.  He  then  proceeded  with  the  examination  on  defects  and 
[  adjourned  till  next  day  when  copies  were  to  be  left  with  the  Registrar. 

On  this  day,  i.e.,  January  30,  the  Bishop  in  the  Chapter-house 
;  examined  the  Vicars  separately  and  privately  on  defects,  which  are 
I  described  below,  and  copies  of  their  statements  were  to  be  supplied. 
There  being  still  many  defaulters  as  to  supplying  copies  the  Bishop 
adjourned  his  Visitation  till  February  3rd  to  wait  for  the  absentees. 
On  that  day  in  the  higher  Chapel  within  his  Palace  at  Chichester  he 
made  and  read  a  certain  warning  reduced  to  writing  in  the  following 
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fcermBi     In  tin;  name  qI  God.     Amen.     We  Robert  by    Divine  per- 
mission Bishop  of  Chichester  pending  our  Visitation  warn  for  the 
first,  second,  and  third  time  and    peremptorily  under  pain  of  the 
greater  excommunication  all  and  singular  who  have  charters,  evi- 
dences, obligations,  aequitances,  books,  muniments,  jewels  or  other 
goods  of  any  kind  belonging  to  ns  or  to  our  Church  of*  Chichester  to 
restore  or  cause  them  to  be  restored,  bring  back,  or  cause  them  to 
be  brought  back  to  Masters  Robert  Neel  or  Richard  Alkyrton  or  the 
Wardens  of  our  said  Church  appointed  to  guard  them,  before  Ash 
Wednesday  next,  so  that  then  and  there  they  may  be  exhibited  to  the 
view  of  us  or  of  Masters  Robert  or  Richard  aforesaid,  of  which  interven- 
ing time  we  assign  to  them  and  to  each  of  them  by  these  presents,  five 
days  for  the  first,  other  five  for  the  second,  and  the  rest  of  the  time 
for  the   third  and  peremptory  limit,  our  Canonical  monition  being 
premised.    Otherwise  against  them  and  each  of  them  who  do  not 
obey  these  our  monitions,  their  own  delay   and  fault  being  pre- 
supposed, and  canonical  monition  premised  we  launch  in  these  writ- 
ings the  aforesaid  sentence.   Present  at  this  monition,  William  Reede, 
Chancellor,  Masters  Philip  Ga'eys,  Treasurer,  and   Robert  Neel, 
Canons,  and  I  John  Blounham.     And  because  the  said  Reverend 
Father  was  hindered  as  he  said  by  the  arduous  business  of  King 
Henry  from  conducting  personally  the  Visitation  of  his  Church  of 
Chichester  and  also  of  the  Clergy  and  City  and  Diocese,  he  appointed 
as  his  Commissaries  for  this  purpose  his  Beloved  in  Christ  Masters 
Philip  Galeys,  Treasurer,  Robert  Neel,  and  Edmund  Warham,  Canons 
of  Chichester,  and  Geoffrey  Salle  his  Sequestrator  in  the  Archdeaconry 
of  Chichester  to  visit  jointly  and  severally  according  to  the  form 
previously  given  the  said  Church  of  Chichester  and  the  Monasteries, 
Priories,  Chapters,  Convents,  and  Collegiate  Churches,  etc.,  as  well 
in  the  heads  as  in  the  members.    Immediately  after  the  Chapter  office 
on  the  same  day  by  virtue  of  this  Commission,  Masters  Philip  the 
Treasurer  and  Robert  Neel  entered  the  Chapter-house  and  read  their 
Commission  publicly  before  the  Canons  Residentiary  and  the  Vicars 
present,  and  Mr.  Philip  called  upon  any  present  to  exhibit  or  send 
copies.    None  then  personally  appearing  he  publicly  announced  the 
prorogation  of  the  Visitation  till  the  day  after  Ash  Wednesday,  i.e., 
March  1st.    Dated  February  3,  1402. 

[fo.  30  v.~\    [Here  follows  the  tenor  of  the  Commission  in  full,  con- 
taining large  powers  of  administration  and  direction.] 
On  March  1st  at  7  a.m.  at  the  first  hour  of  the  same  day,  Masters 
Eobert  Neel  and  Edmund  Warham  went  to  the  Chapter-house  and 
made  public  proclamation  that  all  who  were  due  to  exhibit  should 
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appear.  At  length  appeared  Mr.  John  Paxton  as  Proctor  for  Mr. 
Thomas  Ryggele  Prebendary  of  Somerle  and  exhibited  sufficiently  and 
left  copies.  Sir  William  Petteworth,  Prebendary  of  Ferles,  appeared 
.and  exhibited  a  process  made  by  Apostolical  authority  and  a  collation 
and  induction  made  by  the  subexeciitor  of  his  grace  and  the  accepta- 
tion, and  left'  copies  of  collation,  induction,  and  acceptation.  He 
also  appeared  for  Sir  William  Xoion  Prebendary  of  Ferrynge  and 
showed  copies,  etc.  Sir  Thomas  Passh,  Chaplain  of  the  Chantry  called 
Charnell,  showed  his  collation  but  failed  to  produce  his  induction.  He 
was  allowed  for  this  and  to  produce  copies  till  the  Monday  after  Quasi 
modo  geniti  Sunday,  i.e.,  April  23.  The  other  Canons  and  Vicars 
who  should  have  appeared  the  same  day  but  failed  to  do  so,  the 
Commissaries  pronounced  contumacious,  the  penalty  being  reserved 
to  the  Bishop.  They  decreed  that  they  should  be  cited  again  for 
April  23  to  show  cause  against  the  sequestration  of  their  bene- 
fices. The  said  Commissaries  accordingly  prorogued  the  Visitation 
to  that  day,  there  being  then  present  Sirs  John  Stokeman,  Vicar  of 
Aldyngborne,  John  Laxman,  Thomas  Passh,  and  John  Skyrell,  Vicars 
of  the  Choir  and  myself,  John  Blounham.  Wherefore  subsequently 
on  March  16  the  Bishop  at  Amberley  being  certified  of  the  names  of 
some  wTho  declined  to  exhibit,  and  of  others  who  ought  to  reply  on 
points  discovered  and  detected  in  the  Visitation  directed  anew  to 
the  Dean  his  mandate  for  assembling  those  already  cited  in  the 
Chapter-house  on  Monday,  April  23.  When  this  day  arrived  and  the 
Bishop  was  seated  in  the  Chapter-house,  Mr.  John  Mavdenhith  the 
Dean  appeared  personally  and  produced  a  certificate  of  the  Bishop's 
mandate  last  addressed  to  him,  the  tenor  of  which  follows  to  this  effect: — 
Robert,  by  Divine  permission  Bishop  of  Chichester,  to  his  beloved 
Son  the  Dean  of  our  Church  of  Chichester,  health,  grace  and  bene- 
diction. The  charge  of  one  who  presides  over  a  fleck  is  found  to  be 
surrounded  by  sad  perils  and  disturbed  by  various  storms,  for  while 
the  shepherd  is  anxious  to  bring  back  his  wandering  sheep  to  the  fold, 
soon  the  old  enemy  is  alluring  them  into  forbidden  pastures  and 
stirring  them  up  to  refuse  healthy  food.  On  this  account  we  are 
bound  to  forward  with  diligent  zeal  by  the  duties  of  the  office  en  joined 
on  us  what  may  tend  to  confirm  the  honours  and  to  repair  the  defects 
of  our  Church  of  Chichester,  lest  our  Bride  in  our  times  (which  God 
forbid)  should  incur  scandal  or  any  injurious  loss  in  persons  or  rights 
through  the  snares  of  the  said  enemy.  For  these  and  other  just 
causes  we,  lately  wishing  to  visit  our  Church,  have  thought  right  to 
summon  you,  Sir  Dean,  and  the  Chapter  and  Canons,  etc.,  to  undergo 
our  Visitation  at  a  certain  convenient  term  with  continuation,  etc. 
On  which  days,  etc.,  you,  Sir  Dean,  and  some  other  Canons  up  to  a 
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majority  of  the  Chapter  being  notoriously  absent  and  some  being  for 
this  time  excused,  some  things  also  being  discovered  and  detected  in 
the  Visitation  of  our  Church  which  concern  your  person  and  other 
persons  and  Ministers  of  the  Church  requiring  your  and  their  presence, 
which  things  by  reason  of  your  and  their  absence  remain  undecided 
and  even  undiscussed,  and  we  having  been  summoned  to  attend  the 
ceremonies  of  the  marriage  and  coronation  of  the  most  serene  lady, 
Lady  Joanna  Queen  of  England  and  France,  and  being  thus  hindered 
from  carrying  out  our  said  Visitation,  we  have  decided  by  our  special 
grace  to  wait  for  your  appearance  till  the  Monday  next  after  Quasi 
modo  geniti  [Low]  Sunday  ....  We  therefore  cite  you,  the  Dean,  and 
such  others  as  are  named  in  the  schedule  annexed  to  appear  on  this 
Monday  for  a  Visitation  to  continue  till  the  business  is  concluded. 
Dated  Amberle,  March  16, 1402.  By  the  authority  of  which  mandate 
we,  the  Dean,  have  cited  the  Chapter,  etc.,  and  all  whose  names  are  given 
in  the  schedule  annexed  on  the  day  and  in  the  place  designated,  some 
personally,  but  some  whom  we  have  not  been  able  to  reach  personally 
[we  cited]  on  the  Stalls  bearing  the  titles  of  their  benefices  in  the  said 
Church  according  to  the  custom  of  the  Church  heretofore  used  in  such 
cases  as  will  be  more  clearly  seen  in  the  public  schedule  annexed,  to 
appear  before  you,  etc.,  to  submit  to  your  Visitation,  so  that  those  who 
have  not  yet  exhibited  may  exhibit,  and  all  others  may  answer  to  matters 
detected  which  concern  them,  and  may  do  and  receive  what  is  requisite 
on  this  behalf.  And  we,  the  Dean  aforesaid,  will  reverently  obey  the 
mandates  of  this  Visitation,  so  far  as  it  shall  be  lawful  and  canonical, 
saving  to  ourselves  our  appeals  interposed  and  the  just  prosecution  of 
the  same,  and  provided  these  mandates  do  not  oppose  the  aforesaid 
appeals.    Sealed  and  dated  at  Chichester,  April  22,  1403. 

When  this  certificate  had  been  received  and  read  the  Eev.  Father 
first  caused  to  be  summoned  all  those  whose  names  were  on  the 
schedule.  Upon  which  summons  the  said  Dean  appeared  and  exhibited 
a  certain  appeal  to  the  Roman  Court  directly  interposed  by  himself 
under  the  sign  and  name  of  Mr.  Adam  Symond,  Public  Notary  by 
Apostolical  authority,  reduced  into  public  form,  the  tenor  of  which 
will  be  described  below.  Which  appeal  having  been  read  the  same 
Dean  said  and  protested  publicly  before  the  Lord  (Bishop)  then  and 
there  that,  his  appeal  aforesaid  notwithstanding,  he  would  be  prepared 
and  would  be  willing  to  obey  the  lord  in  all  lawful  canonical  commands 
so  far  as  he  was  rightly  held  to  do.130  And  in  his  turn  the  same  Eev. 
Father  protested  that  he  had  no  intention  of  proposing  anything 
against  him  to  the  prejudice  or  weakening  of  the  title  which  he  held 

130  "  ut  .  .  .  .  de  capitulo  "  inserted  in  a  very  small  hand  above  the  line.  The 
second  word  looks  like  "  minimus,"  but  the  sense  does  not  appear. 
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in  the  said  Deanery,  but  that  he  desired  to  see  and  know,  as  by  right  he 
was  bound,  by  what  title  he  possessed  the  said  Deanery.  Whereupon 
the  Dean  exhibited  his  Institution  and  Induction  and  sent  in  copies 
of  them  on  paper.  Mr.  Edward  Warham,  Prebendary  of  Selsey, 
appeared  and  exhibited  sufficiently.  Mr.  Robert  Neel  appeared  and 
exhibited  and  left  copies.  But  the  others  who  did  not  exhibit,  namely 
Dn.  John  Notyngham,  Preb-V  of  Coleworth,  Dn.  John  Chyttern,  Preby 
of  Huva  Ecclesia,  Dn.  John  Wotton,  Preby  of  Waltham,  Mr.  Robert 
Bradegar,  Preby  of  Hethfeld,  Mr.  Richard  Derham,  Preby  of  Sefford, 
Dn.  Robert  Gylberd,  Preb>'  of  Sutton,  Mr.  John  Hasele,  Preby  of 
Wodehorn,  cited  for  the  same  day  and  place  according  to  the  custom 
of  the  Church,  the  lord  pronounced  contumacious,  and  decreed  that 
they  were  to  be  cited  afresh  to  show  cause  why  the  fruits  of  their 
benefices  ought  not  to  be  sequestrated.  Which  being  done,  the  lord 
afterwards  caused  others  who  held  dignities  and  all  the  Canons  to  be 
summoned  on  the  same  day  and  place  to  answer  and  do  concerning 
things  detected  and  reported. 

Sequuntur  primo  nomina  habendum  dignitates  et  Canonicorum. 

[There  follow  first  the  names  of  those  who  hold  dignities  and  of 
the  Canons.] 

Master  John  Maydenhith  the  Dean  personally  appears. 
Dn.  William  Reede,  Chancellor,  personally  appears. 
Master  Philip,  Treasurer,  personally  appears. 

Master  John  Paxton,  Canon  of  the  same  Church,  personally  appears. 

Master  Richard  Courteney,  Precentor,  appears  by  Master  John 
Paxton  his  proctor  lawfully  appointed  and  leaves  his  procuratorial 
power  [?]  (et  dimisit  procuratorium)  with  the  Registrar. 

Master  John  Thomas,  Archdeacon  of  Chichester,  appears  by  the 
same  Master  John  Paxton  his  sufficient  proctor,  above,  and  lawfully 
appointed. 

Nomina  Vicariorum.    [The  names  of  the  Vicars.] 
Dn.  Henry  Boteler. 


Dn.  John  Coumbe. 
Dn.  William  Clement. 
Richard  Tauk. 
Dn.  Reginald  Alisaundre. 
Adam  Symond. 
Dn.  William  Wydmere. 
Dn.  John  Pecok. 
Dn.  John  Selsey e. 
Dn.  Nicholas  Pycot. 
yofc,  viii. 


All  these  were  cited  and 
appeared  personally. 
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J)n.  Thomas  Paxton 
Dn.  TliomaH  Passh. 
Dn.  Philip  Colston, 


Dn.  Richard  Juldewyn. 
Dn.  Richard  Swetappyll 


All  these  were  cited  and 
appeared  personally. 


Dn.  John  Skryveyn. 
Dn.  John  Laxraan. 
Dn.  Edmund  Seler. 

[fo.  32.]  Who  having  been  summoned  and  some  of  them  appearing 
personally,  others,  as  above,  by  their  proctors,  the  lord  caused  to 
be  read  the  things  detected  and  reported  in  his  said  visitation  ;  which 
detections  and  charges  and  the  answers  made  to  the  same  are  written 
below  seriatim. 

[1.]  The  customs  of  the  Church  about  the  Divine  office  are  not 
written,  and  on  this  account  there  are  defects  and  changes.  Let 
enquiry  be  made  of  the  seniors  about  customs,  and  let  them  be  reduced 
to  writing  ad  per  pet  it  am  rei  memoriam. 

[2.]  The  Dean  is  too  remiss  in  not  correcting  the  Vicars  who  fail  to 
come  to  Divine  Service. 

[3.]  Whereas  it  is  the  order  of  the  Church  that  none  receive  bread 
unless  he  has  taken  part  in  Mattins,  the  Dean  receives  it  against  the 
order  about  the  distribution  of  bread  made  by  the  founder. 

[4.]  Those  who  are  entered  (intitulati)  on  the  tablet  do  not 
perform  their  offices  either  by  themselves  or  by  others,  nor  are  their 
failures  punished  by  him  whose  duty  it  is,  namely,  by  the  Dean. 

[5.]  The  Chapters  are  not  celebrated  duly  nor  are  corrections  made 
concerning  the  faults  of  the  ministers  of  the  Church. 

[6.]  The  Dean  has  received  for  the  correction  of  Dn.  John  Selsye, 
Vicar  in  the  Choir,  for  adultery  with  Felice,  wife  of  John  Coteler, 
a  hundred  shillings,  which  is  expressly  against  the  ordinance  of  the 
lord  of  Canterbury. 

[7.]  The  same  Dean  received  the  greater  fruits  of  the  Church  of 
St.  Pancras,  after  the  institution  of  the  Eector  incumbent  in  the  same, 
by  refusing  letters  of  Institution  until  security  had  been  given  him 
concerning  the  fruits  aforesaid. 

Which  points  detected  having  been  read,  the  lord  went  with  the  Dean 
into  the  Treasury,  and  a  private  communication  having  been  held  between 
them  on  these  premises,  the  lord  returned  to  the  Chapterhouse  and  having 
reported  the  appeal  interposed  (interposita)  in  another  place  by  the 
Dean  in  the  presence  and  audience  of  many,  proceeded  then  to  the 
points  following. 

[8.]  It  was  detected  that  the  Eesident  Canons  and  Vicars  do  not 
attend  the  Services  in  the  Choir  as  they  ought  at  the  due  and  accus- 
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tomed  hours,  but  some  leave  the  Choir  too  frequently  before  the 
completion  of  Divine  Service,  some  listen  to  the  reading  of  books, 
some  are  silent  when  they  should  be  singing,  others  are  teaching  boys. 

[9.]  In  the  Visitation  of  Lord  Richard  Metford,131  late  Bishop  of 
Chichester,  and  (per  ipsum)  through  him  a  mandate  was  given  to  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  to  make  (conficiendum)  an  instrument  about  the 
Jewels,  ornaments  and  other  goods  whatsoever  of  the  same  Church. 

[10.]  The  benefices  belonging  to  the  collation  or  presentation  of 
the  Dean  and  Chapter  are  very  often  conferred  on  some  residentiaries 
who  are  absent  and  ignorant  (absentibus  et  ignaris),  and  some  others 
are  granted  under  the  Common  Seal  by  certain  residents,  few  in  num- 
ber, their  other  residentiary  brethren  being  absent  and  unconsulted, 
namely,  the  Chantry  of  St.  Cross  and  the  Chantry  of  St.  Katherine. 

[11.]  On  the  Vigils  of  Easter,  Whitsuntide  and  at  other  times  there 
have  been  irregularities  (insolencie)  in  the  Choir,  by  reason  of  which 
the  Divine  Office  is  often  disturbed  (sepius  distrahitur). 

[12.]  The  number  of  Vicars  is  not  full.  The  Canons  say  and  reply 
that  the  rents  are  not  sufficient  for  more. 

[13.]  The  houses  of  some  Canons  need  repair,  as  can  be  clearly 
seen,  namely  the  hospice  of  Dn.  Wm  Noion. 

[fo.  32  v.]  [14.]  Mr.  Richard  Courteneye,  Precentor  of  the  Church, 
does  not  make  due  repair  in  his  houses  within  the  Canons'  close  nor  in 
other  places  belonging  to  his  dignity,  namely  at  Ovyng,  which  build- 
ings by  his  negligence  threaten  to  fall  to  ruin. 

[15.]  The  same  Precentor  has  caused  a  great  dilapidation  by  felling 
certain  woods  belonging  to  his  Precentory,  namely  Hydyngham  and 
Reule.  Master  John  Paxton  appeared  for  him  proctorially  as  it  was 
stated  above,  and  he  has  a  day  fixed  by  the  Bishop,  namely  the  morrow 
of  Trinity  Sunday,  June  11th,  to  appear  himself  or  by  sufficient  proctor 
to  produce  a  fit  guarantee  for  the  repair  of  the  damage  within  a  certain 
time,  or  to  show  reasonable  cause  if  he  has  any  why  the  fruits  of  his 
benefice  should  not  be  sequestrated  for  proper  reparation. 

[16.]  The  books  of  the  Choir  are  very  defective  in  notes  and 
binding  through  the  Chancellor's  fault. 

[17.]  The  Chancellor  does  not  find  a  diligent  master  to  instruct  the 
Choristers  in  Grammar.  The  Chancellor  personally  appearing  says 
and  protests  that  he  is  ready  to  do  his  duty  in  the  premises  as  he 
ought  and  is  bound. 

[18.]  Whereas  the  sub-treasurer  ought  to  have  a  minister  under  him 
in  his  office  on  the  exhibition  (ex  exhibicione)  of  the  Treasurer,  the  same 
minister  is  withdrawn.  The  Treasurer  appearing  personally  says  that  he 
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does  an  much  an  hit*  predecessors  have  done  for  ten,  twenty,  and  thirty 
yearH  and  from  time  immemorial.    And  he  is  prepared  for  the  future. 

[19.]  High  Mass  is  sometimes  celebrated  too  early  (minis  tempes- 
tive)  for  the  Cathedral,  and  the  cause  of  this  is  t?aid  to  be  Mr.  John 
Paxton.  The  lord  enjoined  that  for  the  future  it  should  be  said  at  the 
accustomed  hour. 

[20.]  Master  John  Thomas,  Archdeacon  of  Chichester,  does  not  do 
his  duty  in  the  Church  of  Chichester,  namely  by  preaching  or  deputing 
another  to  preach  in  his  place  on  Ash  Wednesday,  nor  by  finding  oil 
for  chrism  and  holy  oil.  Master  John  Paxton  appeared  proctorially 
for  him,  and  confessed  that  his  lord  was  a  debtor  in  the  matters 
asked  for.  Whence  he  was  warned  on  his  behalf  for  the  first,  second 
and  third  time  to  do  his  duty  in  the  premises,  namely  by  preaching 
and  finding  oil  for  chrism  and  holy  oil  under  the  penalty  of  one  noble 
for  every  failure  in  any  of  the  premises,  to  be  applied  with  the  consent 
of  his  proctor  to  the  fabric  of  the  Church  of  Chichester. 

[21.]  Mr.  John  Paxton,  by  his  servants  on  diverse  occasions,  has 
taken  to  his  own  proper  and  private  use  timber,  namely  "  Plankys," 
laths  (siudolas)  and  other  material  laid  down  for  the  necessity  of  the 
Church  and  of  the  new  work,  and  has  caused  them  to  be  taken  away 
without  leave  to  the  loss  of  a  hundred  shillings.  The  said  Mr.  John 
appears  and  confesses  concerning  one  log  removed  and  promises  to 
make  satisfaction  at  the  discretion  of  John  Mason,  Master  of  the 
work  of  the  Church,  before  the  Feast  of  the  Ascension  next  ensuing. 

[22.]  The  same  Mr.  John  caused  timber  deposited  in  the  Chapel  of 
St.  Faith  for  the  work  of  the  High  Altar  of  the  Church  of  Chichester 
to  be  taken  away  and  sawn  for  his  private  use  without  the  leave  of 
the  Wardens.  He  confesses  and  promises  to  make  satisfaction  before 
the  Feast  of  the  Ascension  aforesaid. 

[fo.  33.]  [23.]  Also  the  said  Mr.  John  has  made  and  makes  from  day 
to  day  without  title  or  reasonable  cause  a  common  path  into  his  own 
lodging  (hospicium)  through  the  Chapel  of  St.  Faith,  profaning  the  con- 
secrated building  to  his  own  profane  and  rightly  prohibited  uses  against 
the  ordinance  of  the  founder  of  the  said  Chapel,  and  to  the  great  loss  and 
alienation  of  the  goods  and  things  of  the  Church  deposited  in  the  same 
Chapel  for  safe  custody.  To  this  he  answers  and  says  that  the  Canons 
Residentiary  inhabiting  his  lodging,  according  to  ancient  custom 
peacefully  observed  from  time  immemorial,  have  and  have  always  had; 
the  right  of  going  through  the  aforesaid  Chapel  to  the  Cathedral; 
Church,  by  reason  of  which  custom  he  says  that  the  right  of  going  or  of 
having  a  path  through  the  same  Chapel  did  and  does  belong  to  him, 
which  right  he  has  hitherto  used  peacefully,  and  he  intends  so  to  use  it) 
for  the  future. 
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[24.]  The  same  Master  John  has  carried  away  three  pounds  of  money 
deposited  in  a  certain  sealed  (cerata)  chest  within  the  Treasury  with- 
out the  consent  of  his  residentiary  brethren.  He  confesses  that 
he  took  and  carried  away  the  said  three  pounds,  and  gave  20s.  to 
the  Dean,  20s.  to  Dn.  Wm.  Petteworth,  and  kept  20s.  himself.  This 
last  sum  he  is  prepared  to  restore  before  the  Ascension  to  the  work 
of  the  Church's  fabric,  to  which  the  said  money  belongs. 

[25.]  The  said  Mr.  John  Paxton  confessed  and  said  that  he  would 
be  ready  to  make  satisfaction  to  the  Church  of  Chichester  concerning 
timber,  and  all  and  singular  goods  and' things  belonging  to  the  Church 
taken  and  carried  away  by  him  or  his  servants  according  to  their  true 
estimated  value  so  far  as,  after  enquiry  made,  he  can  avail.  The 
lord  wishing  to  be  supplied  with  fuller  information  on  the  truth  of 
the  facts,  commissioned  then  and  there  jointly  and  severally  the  Dean, 
the  Chancellor,  the  Treasurer,  and  Mr.  "Robert  Neel,  Canon,  to  make 
enquiry  of  John  Mason,  guardian  of  the  work,  as  to  the  goods  removed 
and  their  true  value,  and  to  certify  thereto  on  the  morrow  of  the 
Trinity,  i.e.,  on  June  11,  in  the  place  aforesaid. 

[26. j  Divers  of  the  Choir  choose  their  own  Confessors  and  persons 
who  are  not  deputed  to  hear  confessions  as  companion  confessing  to 
companion  even  in  reserved  cases  as  it  is  believed.  Let  this  be  matter 
for  deliberation. 

[27.]  The  Vicars  are  in  the  habit  of  taking  away  books  from  the 
Choir  to  their  chambers  against  the  custom  of  the  Church,  and 
especially  Dn.  John  Page.    Let  an  injunction  be  made  for  reform. 

[28.]  Dn.  Henry  Boteler  and  Dn.  John  Combe,  Vicars,  have 
received  certain  moneys  from  Mr.  Philip  Galeys,  Treasurer,  and 
Dn.  John  Bampton,  Archdeacon  of  Lewes,  with  which  they  bound 
themselves  to  build  in  the  common  manse  of  the  Vicars  two  sufficient 
rooms  to  match  other  rooms  built  there,  yet  they  refuse  to  observe  their 
promises  and  agreements  made  on  this  behalf.  The  aforesaid  Henry 
and  John  appear  and  offer  to  make  satisfaction  for  the  money  received 
by  them,  and  say  that  they  are  not  prepared  for  building  there  now. 

[29.]  Dn.  William  Clement,  Chaplain  of  the  Chantry  at  the  Altar  of 
St.  John,  did  not  exhibit  his  letters  of  orders.  He  appears  and  exhibited 
letters  of  sub-diaconate  and  diaconate,  but  not  letters  of  priesthood. 

[30.]  The  said  Dn.  William  does  not  serve  his  chantry.  He  has  an 
injunction  to  serve  it  better  for  the  future. 

[31.]  Richard  Tauk,  Vicar,  frequently  and  immoderately  absents 
himself  from  the  Choir  and  from  the  City.  He  appears  and  submitted 
himself  to  the  grace  of  the  lord. 

[32.]  Dn.  Reginald  Alysaundre,  Chaplain  of  the  Chantry  at  the 
Altar  of  St.  Cross,  should  celebrate  each  day  a  mass  tie  requiem  (sic) 
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pro  defunctis,  which  service  on  thi«  behalf  he  does  not  perform.  Let 
an  order  appear  about  thin. 

|  to.  88  v.~\  [33.]  The  name  Dn.  Reginald  ought,  by  the  foundation 
of  his  Chantry,  to  take  part  every  day  in  Vicar'a  habit  in  the  daily 
offices  to  be  celebrated  in  the  Chapel  of  Blessed  Mary  and  in  every 
procession  of  the  Church.    But  he  by  no  means  takes  part. 

[34.]  Mr.  Adam  Symond,  Dn.  Wm.  Wygmere,  John  Pecok,  John 
Seleseye,  Nicholas  Pycoth,  are  bound  by  the  foundation  of  their 
Chantries  to  take  part  in  Divine  Service  in  the  Chapel  of  Blessed 
Mary  every  day  and  very  often,  yet  some  of  them  frequently  absent 
themselves  from  service  there.  Let  it  be  enquired  who  they  are,  and 
let  them  be  warned  according  to  the  foundation  of  their  Chantries. 

[35.]  Dn.  Thomas  Paxton  holds  two  Chantries.  Let  him  show  by 
what  authority  he  holds  them,  and  the  lord  will  deliberate  on  it  with 
the  Chapter. 

[36.]  Dn.  Philip  Goldston,  Richard  Juldewyn,  Richard  Swetappyll, 
are  too  quarrelsome  and  pugnacious  (brigosi)  in  company,  and  do  not 
attend  to  the  principal  of  the  society  as  they  ought.  They  appear  and 
receive  an  injunction  that  for  the  future  they  must  not  be  quarrel- 
some (rixosi)  under  penalty  of  twenty  pence,  to  be  applied  to  the 
common  fund  of  the  Vicars. 

[37. ]  Whereas  it  is  ordered  that  the  Vicars  whose  Masters  are  non- 
resident, and  also  those  of  residents,  in  their  absence  should  wait  at 
the  common  hall  at  table,  and  that  those  who  are  absent  should  pay 
for  the  utensils  of  the  house  and  for  all  other  common  expenses  which 
are  commonly  called  " preterea"  some  Vicars  in  the  absence  of  their 
Masters  refuse  to  go  to  the  common  hall  or  to  contribute  anything  to 
these  expenses,  namely,  John  Selseye,  Adam  Symond,  John  Laxman, 
Edmund  Seler,  and  John  Skryveyn.  Let  them  be  compelled  by  the 
Dean. 

Which  detections  having  been  read  and  some  answers  to  them,  as 
above  stated,  made,  the  lord  postponed  his  Visitation  and  all  business 
in  it  not  forwarded  to  the  morrow  of  Trinity,  i.e.,  June  11,  in  the 
place  aforesaid. 

This  day  arriving  there  came  to  the  lord  in  the  morning  as  he  stood 
in  the  great  chamber  of  his  Palace  a  certain  Mr.  Thomas  Sowthham, 
then  official  of  Mr.  John  Thomas,  Archdeacon  of  Chichester,  humbly 
praying  the  Rev.  Father  on  behalf  of  his  Master  that  notwithstanding 
his  ordinary  Visitation  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Chichester  was  pending 
he  would  graciously  allow  him  to  visit  in  the  name  of  his  lord  afore- 
said, otherwise  his  said  Master  would  receive  no  advantage  from  his 
said  benefice  unless  he  could  visit  it.  Whereupon  the  Rev.  Father, 
assenting  to  the  prayers  of  the  said  official  and  of  his  special  favour, 
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granted  that  his  Master,  the  Archdeacon  of  Chichester,  might  visit 
and  receive  his  accustomed  procurations,  manual  promise  by  the  said 
official  having  been  first  given  that  when  the  Visitation  of  his  said 
Master  was  made,  before  any  further  process  was  taken  by  him  on 
things  discovered  and  detected,  he  should  send  copies  of  all  and  each 
to  the  lord's  office,  and  if  any  things  be  found  de  novo  by  them  which 
remain  uncorrected  in  the  lord's  Visitation  they  should  entirely  hold 
aloof  from  their  correction.  There  were  present  then  and  there 
Mr.  Philip  G-aleys,  Treasurer,  Robert  Neel  and  Edmund  Warham, 
Canons  of  Chichester  [In  cujus  videlicet  Edmundi  manu],  in  the  hand 
of  which  Edmund  [Warham]  the  said  official  gave  his  manual  promise. 
And  subsequently  at  the  Capitular  hour  of  the  said  day  the  lord  went 
to  the  Chapter-house  for  the  further  execution  of  his  Visitation,  and 
Mr.  John  Paxton  being  summoned,  having  this  time  and  place  to 
appear  to  make  answer  to  the  detections  against  him  and  by  no  means 
appearing,  the  lord  pronounced  him  contumacious,  the  penalty  being 
reserved.  And  he  wishes  that  the  Commissaries  named  by  him  else- 
where should  enquire  and  certify  concerning  their  enquiry  before  the 
Feast  of  the  Translation  of  St.  Thomas.  And  he  decreed  that  Mr.  John 
should  be  cited  for  the  Monday  next  after  the  Eeast  of  St.  Thomas, 
namely,  on  July  9th,  to  proceed  and  see  the  process  and  to  receive 
condign  punishment  for  his  contumacy,  and  further  what  justice 
requires,  [fo.  34.]  Mr.  John  Paxton,  as  proctor  for  Mr.  Richard 
Courteneye,  has  as  his  procuratorial  duty  to  represent  his  lord  at  this 
time  and  place,  otherwise  to  show  and  allege  cause,  if  he  has  any,  why 
the  fruits  of  his  benefice  ought  not  to  be  sequestrated  up  to  a  condign 
and  congruous  reparation.  And  Richard  himself  being  summoned  and 
in  no  way  appearing  the  lord  pronounced  him  contumacious,  and  as  a 
penalty  for  his  contumacy  decreed  that  the  fruits  should  be  seques- 
trated to  a  condign  reparation. 

And  all  other  things  not  furthered  consequent  on  his  Visitation  the 
lord  prorogued  to  July  11th,  and  a  mandate  was  issued  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Walkyngton  and  to  Robert  Tannere,  sworn  apparitor,  to  cite  the 
aforesaid  Mr.  John  Paxton  to  appear  before  the  lord  on  the  day  and 
place  aforesaid,  on  which  Monday,  when  it  was  certain  by  the 
certificate  of  Robert  Tannere,  sworn  apparitor,  that  Mr.  John  Paxton 
had  been  cited  personally,  and  the  certificate  and  the  commission  of 
Mr.  (xeoffry  Salle,132  Commissary  of  the  lord,  who  was  then  sitting 
on  the  tribunal,  were  read,  the  said  Master  John  having  been  sum- 
moned, the  Commissary  was  inhibited  from  proceeding  further  by  the 

132  It  is  incidentally  mentioned  that  Geoff.  Salle  was  Rector  of  Brydham 
(Birdham) . 
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authority  of  tlx*  Court  of  Canterbury  through  one  Dn.  Thomas  Salle 
pretending  that  lie  wjin  mandatory  of  the  Maid  Court,  of  whose  power 
there  was  no  elear  proof,  beeause  he  did  not  read  nor  allow  to  be  read 
the  mandate  of  the  Court  of  Canterbury  which  he  pretended  on  that 
behalf  had  been  addressed  to  him  in  the  said  Court,  nor  was  there  any 
certainty  what  was  contained  in  that  mandate.  Yet  the  said  Com- 
missary protested  that  he  was  willing  humbly  to  obey  the  Court  of 
Canterbury  in  everything  which  concerned  him. 

Certificatorium  alterius  mandate. 

[Here  follows  the  certificate  of  Robert  Tannere,  sworn  apparitor, 
quoting  the  instructions  for  his  citation  aforesaid  and  the  particulars 
of  Mr.  John  Paxton's  offences  at  great  length  as  given  above.  Tannere 
[fo.  34  ».]  continues  : — ] 

By  the  authority  of  which  mandate  I  peremptorily  cited  the  afore- 
said Mr.  John  Paxton  on  June  23rd,  being  found  personally  in  the 
Cathedral  Church  of  Chichester,  etc.,  to  appear  on  the  Monday,  etc., 
in  the  said  Chapter-house  before  you  the  Kev.  Father  or  your  Com- 
missaries to  do  and  receive,  etc.  In  testimony  of  which  I  have 
procured  the  Seal  of  the  Dean  of  Boxgrave  to  be  attached  to  these 
presents.  And  I,  the  Dean  of  the  Deanery  of  Boxgrave  aforesaid, 
at  the  personal  request  of  Robert,  the  apparitor  who  makes  the 
certificate,  have  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office  to  these  presents.  Given 
at  Aldyngborne  as  to  the  signing  on  June  26,  year  abovesaid. 

Here  follows  an  examination  made  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Chancellor 
of  Chichester  on  May  26  by  the  Ven.  Masters  Philip  Graleys,  Treasurer, 
and  Robert  Neel,  the  Bishop's  commissaries  deputed  specially  to  make 
enquiry  on  certain  goods  and  things  belonging  to  the  said  Church 
taken  away  by  Mr.  John  Paxton  and  applied  to  his  own  uses. 

John  Mason,  Master  of  the  work  of  the  fabric  of  the  Church  and 
guardian  of  all  things  belonging  to  the  same  work,  of  free  condition, 
55  years  of  age,  being  sworn,  examined,  and  diligently  questioned 
about  the  timber  and  other  things  belonging  to  the  fabric  of  the 
Church  taken  away  or  withdrawn  by  Mr.  John  Paxton,  says :  First, 
that  Mr.  J.  P.  took  to  his  private  use  certain  timber  intended  for  the 
building  of  Shops  (Schoparum)  within  the  gate  of  the  Church,  to  the 
value,  as  he  estimates,  of  20  shillings. 

He  also  says  that  he  took  away  two  or  three  long  timbers  lying  in 
the  Chapel  of  St.  Faith,  reaching  in  length  from  the  Chancel  to  the 
west  end  of  the  same  Chapel,  and  caused  them  to  be  carried  away  for  his 
own  uses,  and  he  estimates  the  value  of  each  of  these  pieces  at  6s.  8d. 

[fo.  35.]  He  also  says  that  the  same  Master  John  caused  another 
timber  intended  for  forming  images  to  be  taken  away  and  sawn  into 
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fifteen  or  sixteen  Eafters  (Bafterys),  which  he  applied  to  his  private 
use  to  the  value  of  5s. 

He  also  says  that  a  certain  timber  called  Kesyngpece  was  taken 
away  by  the  same,  30  feet  in  length,  of  the  value  of  2s. 

He  also  says  that  the  said  Master  John  took  away  2000  tiles, 
price  13s.  4d. 

The  same  (Mason)  also  says  that  Master  John  had  divers  other 
things  belonging  to  the  new  work  of  the  Vicars  in  timber,  chalk, 
lathes,  sand,  and  various  other  materials  to  the  value,  as  he  estimates, 
of  100s.  and  more,  which  he  cannot  specify  with  certainty.  But,  as 
he  says,  Thomas  Lyperyng,  Thomas  Longe,  Robert  Schede,  and  John 
Catyll,  who  were  working  about  the  same,  know  better  how  to  certify 
and  give  information  about  them.  Being  questioned  whether  he  had 
the  things  above-mentioned  by  the  delivery,  permission,  or  licence  of 
the  guardiau,  he  says  :  No,  but  against  his  will,  except  as  regards  the 
tiles,  which  he  received  from  his  delivery. 

Mandatum  directum  Decano  ad  monendum  subthesaurarium  prout 

sequitur. 

[A  mandate  addressed  to  the  Dean  to  warn  the  under-treasurer,  as 

follows.] 

From  the  Bishop,  setting  forth  that  during  the  Visitation  now 
begun,  Mr.  Adam  Symond  having  the  keys  and  custody  of  the 
Treasury  of  our  Church  intends  to  deliver  the  keys,  and  by  them  the 
custody  of  the  Treasury  itself  by  pretending  to  deliver  them  under  one 
wrapper.  Under  colour  of  which  pretence  no  one  is  willing  or  dares 
to  take  upon  himself  that  custody,  to  the  great  loss,  as  we  have  heard, 
of  our  Church  aforesaid  and  the  hindrance  of  Divine  worship  in  the 
same.  We  therefore  enjoin  on  you  to  warn  or  cause  to  be  warned  for 
the  first,  second,  and  third  times  and  peremptorily  (and  we  by  these 
presents  do  warn)  the  said  Master  Adam  that  he  submit  all  things 
received  by  him  to  be  guarded  in  the  said  Treasury  whether  formerly 
or  of  late  to  the  view  of  two  trustworthy  men  to  be  chosen  by  you, 
the  Dean  and  the  Chapter,  or  in  place  of  the  Chapter  by  the  Treasurer, 
and  that  he  begin  to  do  this  within  three  days  after  your  monition  or 
the  inspection  of  these  presents  and  so  continue  to  the  final  adjust- 
ment, under  the  pain  of  greater  excommunication  which  we  launch 
(ferimus)  against  the  person  of  the  said  Adam  if  he  should  not 
effectually  obey  these  monitions  through  his  own  delay,  guile  and 
fault.  And  what  you  do  in  the  premises  and  what  the  said  Adam 
does  you  are  to  inform  us  when  you  are  requested  by  the  Treasurer 
of  our  Church.    Given  at  Amberley,  March  4,  1402. 


122 


BISHOP  RKDE*S  REGISTER. 


Sequitur  tenor  appellacionis  interposite  per  deeanam  et  per  ipHum 
at  Buperim  fit  mencio  renunciate. 

[Hero  follows  the  tenor  of  the  appeal  interposed  by  the  Dean  and 
reported  by  him  as  there  is  mention  made  above.] 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  By  the  present  public  instrument  let 
it  appear  evidently  to  all  that  in  the  year  from  the  Incarnation  of  our 
Lord  according  to  the  course  and  computation  of  the  Ch.  of  England, 
1403  (Indiction,  Papal  year,  etc.),  on  the  22nd  day  of  the  month  of  April 
in  the  Chapel  or  Oratory  situated  near  the  principal  Chamber  within 
the  Deanery  of  the  Church  of  Chichester  personally  placed  in  the 
presence  of  me,  a  Notary  Public,  and  of  the  witnesses  underwri'ten 
the  venerable  man  Mr.  John  de  Maydenhith,  Dean,  as  he  asserted,  of 
the  Church  of  Chichester  aforesaid,  holding  in  his  hands  a  certain 
schedule  of  paper  containing  in  it  a  certain  appeal  and  claim  for 
letters  (quamdam  appellacionem  et  apostolorum  peticionem)  reduced 
to  writing,  read  through  the  same  schedule  from  word  to  word  openly 
and  publicly  and  appealed  and  claimed  the  letters  (apostolos  petiit 
sepius)  often  and  instantly  and  swore  on  the  Holy  Gospels  of  God  by 
him  then  and  there  corporally  touched,  and  protested  in  writing  as  in 
the  same  schedule  is  more  fully  contained,  the  tenor  of  which  schedule 
follows  in  these  words. 

[fo.  35  v.]  In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  In  the  presence  of  you,  an 
authentic  person,  and  of  witnesses,  I,  John  de  Maydenhith,  Dean  of  the 
Church  of  Chichester,  say,  allege,  and  in  these  writings  set  forth,  that 
I  have  obtained  the  said  Deanery  canonically,  and  that  it  so  obtained 
with  all  its  rights  and  appurtenances  I  have  possessed  peacefully  and 
quietly,  and  openly,  publicly  and  notoriously,  and  so  I  possess  it  at 
present  saving  the  molestations  that  follow.133  ....  Yet  the  venerable 
father  and  lord,  Lord  Kobert,  etc.,  claiming  to  be  bishop  (Episcopum 
se  pretendens),  and  Masters  Philip  Galevs,  Robert  Neel,  Edmund  War- 
ham,  John  Blounham,  and  Master  Geoffrey  Salle,  Rector  of  Brydham, 
claiming  to  be  Commissaries  of  the  said  venerable  father  who  have  or 
have  had  no  jurisdiction  over  me  in  this  regard,  the  said  provocation 
and  other  premises  which  probably  will  be  well  known  to  each  of  them 
notwithstanding,  after  and  contrary  to  these  by  their  injurious  citations 
and  unjust  usurpations  in  many  ways  and  unduly  have  impugned  and 
do  impugn  the  title  and  right  which  I  have  had  and  have  in  the  said 
Deanery  and  have  opposed  and  hindered  me  rashly,  etc.,  to  the 

133  An  involved  clause  that  follows  is  to  the  effect  that  the  Dean  has  good  cause 
to  fear  that  attempts  are  being  made  to  the  grave  prejudice  of  these  his  rights, aod 
therefore  he  appeals  to  the  Holy  See.  Near  the  end  of  this  sentence  a  few  words, 
have  been  scratched  out.  .        ,  , 
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no  small  prejudice  and  oppression  of  me,  John,  the  said  Dean, 
Whence  I,  John,  the  Dean  aforesaid,  feeling  myself  to  be  unduly 
oppressed  by  the  abovenamed  opposition,  etc.,  appeal  in  these  writings 
to  the  Holy  Apostolic  See  and  our  Lord  the  Pope,  and  I  claim  the 
letters  [of  appeal]  for  the  first,  second,  and  third  time  instantly,  more 
instantly,  most  instantly  that  [relief]  may  be  given  and  delivered  to 
me  effectually,  submitting  myself  and  my  said  Deanery  and  all  and 
singular  who  adhere  to  me  in  this  respect  or  wish  to  adhere  to  the 
tuition  and  defence  of  the  aforesaid  See,  and  I  swear  on  these  Holy 
Gospels  of  God  by  me  corporally  touched  that  within  the  five  days  last 
past  it  was  made  certainly  clear  to  me  concerning  the  gravamens 
premised.  And  I  protest  that  I  am  willing  to  correct  my  present 
appeal  to  add  to  the  same  and  subtract  from  the  same,  etc.  These 
things  were  done  as  they  are  written  above  and  recited  under  the  year, 
Indiction,  Pontificate  month,  day,  aud  place  aforesaid,  there  being 
present  the  discreet  men  Dn.  Reginald  Alisaundre,  Chaplain,  Thomas 
Teynterell,  and  John  Cerne,  literate  men  of  Chichester  and  Sarum 
Dioceses,  specially  called  and  asked  as  witnesses  to  the  premisses. 

And  I,  Adam  Symond,  Clerk  of  Chichester  Diocese,  Public  Notary 
by  Apostolical  authority,  was  present  at  the  interposition  and  reading 
of  the  aforesaid  appeal  and  petition  of  the  Apostles,  etc.,  together  with 
the  witnesses  aforesaid  ....  and  I  saw  and  heard  these  things  all  and 
singular  to  be  so  done,  and  reduced  them  to  this  public  form  and 
signed  them  with  my  usual  sign  and  name,  being  so  asked  and  requested, 
for  the  truth  and  testimony  of  the  premisses.134 

[fo.  36.]  Sequitur  visitacio  Cleri  et  populi  Civitatis  et  jurisdictionis 
Decani  exercita  eodem  die  videlicet  xxx  die  Januarii  ad  altare 
subdecani  coram  Magistris  Edmundo  Warham  et  Galfrido  Salle, 
Comissariis  domini  predictis. 

[Here  follows  the  Visitation  of  the  Clergy  and  people  of  the  City  and 
of  the  Dean's  jurisdiction,  carried  out  on  the  same  day,  viz.,  the 
30th  of  January,  at  the  Altar  of  the  Subdean  in  the  presence  of 
Masters  Edmund  Warham  and  Geoffrey  Salle,  Commissaries 
aforesaid  of  the  lord.] 

Mem.  that  Mr.  Thomas  Sowtham,  Commissary  of  the  Dean  of 
Chichester,  appeared  then  and  there  before  the  Commissaries  above- 
written  and  exhibited  a  certificate  of  the  execution  of  the  lord  s 
mandate  delivered  to  him  iu  another  place  with  a  schedule  annexed  to 
the  same  certificate  containing  the  names  and  surnames  of  all  and 
singular  who  were  cited  at  the  same  day  and  place.    [The  tenor  of 
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the  certificate  addressed  to  the  Bishop  by  the  Dean's  Commissary 
follows.  Sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  Commueariate  of  the  Dean  of 
Chichester.  Dated  at  Chichester  January  24-,  year  aforesaid  (140-^-).] 
This  certificate  having  been  read.  Mr.  Thomas  Walkyngton,  ttubdean, 
Rector  of  St.  Peter  in  the  Cathedral  Church,  appears  and  exhibits 
sufficiently. 

The  Parishioners  say  that  the  Matins  and  Masses  are  said  too  early 
on  Sundays  and  Festivals  and  sometimes  before  daylight,  otherwise 
than  was  usual  before  this  time.  Also  that  Richard  Gay  took  to  wife 
Agnes  Attepyryer.  But  it  is  said  that  he  has  another  wife  elsewhere. 
The  man  appears  and  denies.  He  has  to  clear  himself  in  the  next 
consistory  with  a  third  hand.135  Afterwards  he  appears  and  it  is 
proved  that  he  is  lawfully  married  and  he  is  dismissed. 

Thomas  Teynterell  bought  from  Pn.  John  Pelham  one  pipe  of  red 
wine  and  another  of  eseye136  and  some  hay  within  the  palace,  and  in 
moving  away  the  hay  he  took  away  in  his  cart  under  the  hay  divers 
logs. 

[Then  follow  seven  cases  of  incontinency.137] 

The  names  of  Parishioners  of  St.  Peter  in  the  nave  of  the  Cathedral 
Church  :  Thomas  Pachyng,  William  Neel,  William  Hurlebat. 

[fo.  36  v.]  Mr.  Adam  Symond,  Rector  of  S.  Bartholomew,  appears 
and  exhibits  sufficiently. 

The  names  of  Parishioners  there  of  St.  Bartholomew's  outside 
Westgate :  Nicholas  Rydesdale,  Richard  Hame,  Philip  Balman,  John 
Lwde  (sic). 

John  Coteler,  owner  of  a  corner  house  in  Westgate,  detains  and 
has  detained  for  six  years  one  noble  a  year  due  to  the  Church  by  the 
gift  of  Lucy  Dene,  who  was  heiress  (que  fuit  heres)  of  the  said  house. 

Dn.  Philip  Stobyn,  Rector  of  St.  Peter  the  less,  appears  and  exhibits 
sufficiently. 

The  names  of  Parishioners  there :  John  Deraunt,  Richard  Tanner, 
John  Hunte,  John  Smyth.    They  say  that  all  is  well. 

135  This  refers  to  the  ancient  mode  of  trial  by  compurgation.  The  accused  was 
required  to  call  a  certain  number  of  persons  according  to  the  gravity  of  the 
charge,  to  testify  to  their  belief  in  the  truthfulness  of  his  oath.  The  Rector  of 
St.  Martin's  (below)  produces  three  "  oath-helpers." 

136  The  Abbey  of  L'Essaye,  Normandy,  was  the  mother-house  of  Boxgrave 
Priory,  but  one  can  hardly  suppose  that  this  wine  was  supplied  thence.  The  point 
needs  explanation.    The  place  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  appendix. 

137  Names  of  those  concerned :  Dn.  William  Wygmere,  Agnes  servant  of 
William  Coumbe,  Alice  Haukyn,  Philip  Goldston,  Agnes  Bukke,  Katherine 
Ducheman,  John  Boteler,  Juliana  servant  of  Isabella  Bacon,  Edmund  Porter, 
William  Curteys,  Richard  servant  of  Thomas  Teynterell,  Matilda  servant  of  John 
Isaak,  Matildis  Blake,  William  Wylton, 
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Dn.  Thomas  Passch,  Rector  of  St.  Martin's,  appears  and  exhibits 
sufficiently. 

Names  of  Parishioners  there,  John  Broun,  Drew  Schereman,  Richard 
Syngere,  John  Coteler,  say  as  follows:  They  present  four  charges  of 
incontinency,  one  concerning  the  Rector.  He  denies,  appears  again 
after  a  week  with  a  fourth  hand  [himself  with  three  others],  purges 
himself  lawfully138  and  is  discharged. 

Dn.  John  Skyrell,  Rector  of  St.  Andrew's,  appears  and  exhibits 
sufficiently. 

Names  of  Parishioners,  John  Cook,  John  Banewell,  Ralph  Dygon, 
Robert  Ipyng,  who  say  as  follows:  That  the  windows  of  the  Church 
are  not  glazed.  The  Baptistery  is  not  locked.139  The  Parishioners 
are  enjoined  that  they  repair  the  defects  before  the  Peast  of  Pentecost 
under  a  penalty  of  40d. 

Two  charges  as  above.140 

[fo.  37.]  Dn.  Thomas  Hampton,  Rector  of  St.  Pancras,  appeared, 
exhibited  sufficiently  and  left  copies. 

Names  of  Parishioners  :  William  Erne,  John  Styll,  John  Smyth, 
George  Cokerell.    Say  all  well. 

Dn.  Ralph,  Vicar  there,  namely,  at  "Wyke,  appears  and  exhibits 
sufficiently. 

Names  of  Parishioners  :  John  Gybbe,  Sen.,  John  Gybbe,  Jun., 
Roger  Pakke,  Richard  Taverner.    Say  all  well. 

Dn.  Thomas  Paxton,  Rector  of  St.  Olave,  exhibited  sufficiently  and 
left  copies. 

Names  of  Parishioners:  Augustin  Ingolff,  John  Sucelyng,  Thomas 
Hugyn,  John  Grogon.  They  say  as  follows  :  The  Church  is  defective 
in  its  covering.  [Injunction  and  penalty  as  at  St.  Andrew's.]  Thomas 
Brasyer  does  not  pay  tithes  nor  oblations  for  the  tenement  that  he 
has  in  this  Parish.  He  lives  in  the  Palent.  The  Baptistery  lacks  a 
lock.141  [Injunction  as  above.]  Two  charges  of  incontinence,  affecting 
a  present  and  a  former  Vicar  in  the  Choir,  Dn.  Nicholas  Pycot,  Joan 
Somerley,  Dn.  Henry  Wentrer,  Marion  Wayte.  Thomas  Attegate 
holds  at  the  Bruyll  certain  lands  titheable  to  the  Church  of  St.  Olave, 
and  refuses  to  pay  the  tithe  of  an  Agistment142  issuing  from  the  same 

133  Other  persons  concerned :  Joan  Fraunceys,  Thomas  Itodeb\',  Emmota 
Wappelode,  Kalph  Wappelode,  John  Schakyll,  Alice  .... 

139  "  Ceratum  "  probably  =  serratum. 

140  Names  oC  those  concerned  :  Nicholas  Glasyer,  who  afterwards  became  a  Fran- 
ciscan, Joan  servant  of  John  Isaake,  Katherine  Mundekyn,  and  Thomas  Whyteby. 

hi  "Cerura"  probably  =  serrura.    Fonts  were  ordered  to  be  fastened. 
142  Agistment,  or  agistage,  a  contract  for  feeding  other  men's  cattle,  or  the  price 
paid  for  such  feeding.  Thomas  ought  to  have  paid  tithe  on  money  so  received  by  him. 
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lands. Thomas,  being  cited,  appears  and  asks  the  Hector  to  describe 
which  those  lands  are. 

[fo.  37  v.]  Dn.  Richard  Dytton,  Rector  of  St.  Mary  in  Foro,  appears, 
exhibits,  and  left  copies. 

Names  of  Parishioners,  John  B arbor,  Richard  Sadeler,  James 
Scheryngton,  John  Leche,  who  say  as  follows:  The  Warden  of  the 
Hospital  of  Blessed  Mary  does  not  repair  its  chancel  as  he  is  bound. 
The  bell-tower  is  defective  in  its  covering.  An  injunction  to  John 
Barbor,  Warden  of  the  goods  of  the  Church,  that  he  cover  it  com- 
petently before  Whitsunday  under  penalty  of  40d.  The  same  John 
Barbor  and  John  Leche  bought  meal,  vessels,  and  other  goods  oP  the 
Bishop  at  the  time  of  the  robbery  (tempore  spoliacionis). 

Dn.  John  Folsham,  Rector  of  St.  Peter  near  the  G-yldynhalle,  does 
not  appear.    He  is  staying  with  the  Bishop  of  St.  David's. 

The  names  of  Parishioners  there  :  Walter  Gander,  John  Rykeman, 
John  Atterode,  John  Haylyng.  Say  that  the  said  Rector  ought  to 
have  the  tithe  of  an  Agistment  of  pasture  at  Bruyll,  as  he  is  accus- 
tomed to  have  the  tenth  sheaf,  namely,  on  the  south  side.  They  are 
sent  to  the  consistory.    One  charge  as  above.143 

Dn.  Nicholas  Stalyngborg,  Rector  of  Fyscheborne,  exhibits  letters 
of  orders  and  left  copies. 

The  names  of  Parishioners  :  Richard  Stacy,  Richard  Reede,  William 
Reede.  They  say  as  follows:  The  Church  and  High  Altar  are  not 
consecrated.  The  lord  afterwards  consecrated  them  on  the  [blank] 
day  of  the  month  of  [blank]  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
[blank].  The  Rector  does  not  renew  the  Sacrament  as  he  is  required, 
nor  does  he  reside.  He  appears  and  confesses  that  he  renews  it  once 
a  fortnight.  He  is  enjoined  that  for  the  future  he  renew  it  once  a 
week  under  penalty  of  40d.  to  be  applied  to  the  fabric  of  the  Cathedral 
Church. 

Richard  Bocher  confesses  that  he  cut  off  boughs  in  the  Bruyll 
belonging  to  the  Lord  Bishop.  He  is  enjoined  for  the  future  not  to 
go  there  for  that  purpose  under  penalty  (as  above). 

[fo.  38.]  Dn.  William  Ew  (sic),  Warden  of  the  Hospital  of  Blessed 
Mary  of  Chichester,  appeared  and  exhibited  his  title,  but  not  his  status 
nor  an  inventory  of  the  goods  of  the  said  hospital.  Whereupon  he  was 
enjoined  to  make  a  full  inventory  of  all  and  singular  the  goods  of  the 
hospital,  as  well  spiritual  as  temporal,  and  that  he  make  a  full  exhibition 
of  the  same  and  of  the  status  of  the  house,  in  the  Cathedral  Church  on 
the  Monday  of  the  third  week  in  Lent  before  the  lord  or  his  com- 
missaries. 

143  Dn.  John  Juldewyn,  Joan  Wheler, 
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Dn.  Kichard  Hwe  (sic),  Chaplain,  who  has  a  title  (intitulatus)  there, 
does  not  exhibit  the  letters  of  his  title. 

The  names  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  said  hospital :  John 
Tauk,  Mabel  Paye,  Rose  G-oldston,  Mabel  Brasyer,  Helen  Berell. 
Say  as  follows :  It  is  of  the  foundation  of  the  hospital  that  the 
Chaplain  there  should  celebrate  every  day  de  Requiem,  except  on 
Saturday,  on  which  day  he  shall  celebrate  De  Sancta  Maria  cum  nota, 
and  each  day  he  shall  say  the  Placebo  and  Dirige  with  the  nine 
Lessons.  But  the  said  Chaplain  sometimes  celebrates  only  two  or 
three  times  in  the  week.  Also  there  should  be  by  the  foundation  two 
clerks  to  minister  to  the  Chaplain  in  the  Chapel,  and  none  is  provided 
(exhibetur). 

Also  by  the  foundation  there  should  be  thirteen  poor  persons  who 
each  day  should  have  soup  (potagium)  if  the  Master  were  present, 
and  if  he  were  absent  they  should  have  a  half  acre  sown  near  the 
north  gate  called  Wepyngcros  in  compensation  for  the  soup,  which  is 
now  filched  away  (subtrahitur)  by  the  warden. 

Also  it  is  of  the  foundation  that  each  of  the  said  poor  should 
receive  every  week  a  groat,  and  that  salary  was  wont  to  be  paid  them 
I  twice  or  thrice  a  quarter.  But  the  payment  of  the  salary  aforesaid 
in  the  time  of  this  warden  is  wont  to  be  postponed  sometimes  to 
twenty  or  twenty -four  weeks. 

Also  that  various  relics  of  the  said  hospital  laid  up  in  a  certain 
small  chest  have  been  removed  by  the  said  warden  outside  the  afore- 
said hospital. 

There  are  moreover  other  Chaplains  having  Chantries  paid  by  the 
warden  of  the  said  house,  namely,  John  Coumbes  and  William  Babet,m 
Rector  of  St.  Mary  in  Poro,  who  should  be  present  each  day  at 
Service,  but  they  are  not  present. 

[fo.  38  v.~]    Mandatum  .  .  .  .144a  pro  visitacione  cleri  et  populi 
Archidiaconatus. 

j    [A  mandate  ....  for  the  Visitation  of  the  Clergy  and  people  of  the 

Archdeaconry.] 

Robert,  by  Divine  permission  Bishop  of  Chichester,  to  our  beloved 
I  sons  in  Christ  our  Archdeacon  of  Chichester  and  his  official,  health,  etc. 
I  In  the  holy  writings  it  is  known  to  be  laid  down  and  in  each  of  the 
dioceses  of  the  Kingdom  of  England  hitherto  observed  that  all  the 
\  Bishops  should  be  bound  to  go  through  their  dioceses  triennially 

144  In  the  last  page  the  Rector  of  St.  Mary  in  Foro  is  said  to  be  Richard  Dytton. 
j    l44n  Portion  of  top  margin  cut  off  by  the  binder. 
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recognizing  the  faces  of  their  sheep,  and,  hearing  in  their  hands  the 
rule  of  due  correction,  should  pour  in  wine  and  oil  as  the  condition  of 
the  wounded  soul  demands.  Whence  we  were  inclined  of  late  to  visit 
our  renowned  bride  the  Church  of  Chichester  and  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  and  the  Ministers  separately,  and  the  Parsons  of  the  same, 
and  you  and  the  whole  Clergy  and  people  of  our  Diocese  of  Chichester, 
by  our  ordinary  right,  as  is  evidently  clear  through  our  other  letters 
made  with  this  intent.  Wherefore,  etc.  [summons  to  cite  all  Sectors, 
Vicars,  and  beneficed  persons,  Parochial  Chaplains,  and  other  Chaplains 
holding  Chantries  or  hospitals  or  holy  places  or  "annuals"  in  the 
Archdeaconry,  also  Abbots,  Priors,  etc.,  to  appear  at  times  and  places 
specified  in  the  schedule  annexed,  shewing  titles,  etc.,  and  exhibiting 
true  copies].    Given  at  Amberley,  December  14,  1402. 

A  like  mandate  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Lewes.  Dated  Amberley, 
March  7. 

Mandatum  directum  sequestratori  ad  inquirendum  quomodo  domino 
procurabitur  in  Visitacione  sua. 

[A  mandate  directed  to  the  sequestrator  to  enquire  how  procuration 
shall  be  made  for  the  lord  on  his  Visitation.] 

Robert,  etc.,  to  our  beloved  in  Christ  Mr.  Geoffrey  Salle,  our 
sequestrator  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Chichester,  also  to  all  and 
singular  the  Deans  of  the  said  Archdeaconry,  health,  etc.  In  the  holy 
writings,  etc.  (as  above).  Whereupon  we,  proposing  to  execute  the 
debt  of  our  office,  although  some  Churches  of  our  Diocese  to  be  visited 
by  us  are  recognized  as  sufficing  for  our  procuration,  some  on  account 
of  the  slenderness  of  their  revenues  are  unable  to  bear  the  charges 
without  the  contribution  of  like  Churches,  we,  wishing  therefore  in 
the  business  of  our  said  Visitation  to  do  nothing  which  may  be  pre-! 
judicial  or  injurious  to  ourselves  nor  what  may  be  called  burdensome) 
to  the  places  visited,  walking  in  all  things  in  the  high  way  (In  omnibus* 
regia  via  incedentes)  wish  that  in  the  second  case  two  or  three  Churches, 
none  of  which  reaches  by  itself  20  marks  according  to  its  true  value  by 
your  calculation  and  the  consent  of  our  dependents,  should  on  this! 
occasion  be  promptly  [fo.  39]  assigned  for  this  procuration.  And  what! 
you  do  herein,  and  at  what  places  we  ought  to  dine  and  receive  hos-i 
pitality  on  each  day  during  our  Visitation  in  the  Archdeaconry  you 
should  certify  distinctly  before  the  Feast  of  St.  Vincent  authentically! 
under  your  seal.    Dated  Amberley,  December  12,  1402. 

A  similar  mandate  was  directed  to  Mr.  John  de  Depyng,  sequestrator! 
of  Lewes,  on  the  same  date. 
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Mandatum  directum  Decano  ad  citandum  personas  detectas  in 
visitacione. 

[Mandate  directed  to  a  Dean  to  cite  persons  detected  in  the 
Visitation.] 

Robert,  etc.,  to  our  beloved  in  Christ  the  Dean  of  Boxgrave,  health, 
etc.  A  strict  order  to  cite  all  persons  of  whatever  state,  order,  sex  or 
condition  whose  names  appear  in  the  schedule  attached.  Dated 
Amberley,  March  1,  1404. 

Sequitur  visitacio  domini  exercita  in  domo  capitnlari  Prioratus  de 
Boxgrave  quinto  die  Februarii  juxta  formam   mandati  priori 
ibidem  directi  cujus  tenor  sequitur. 
[Here  follows  the  lord's  Visitation  carried  out  in  the  Chapter-house 
of  Boxgrave  on  February  5  according  to  the  form  of  the  mandate 
directed  to  the  Prior  of  the  same,  of  which  the  tenor  follows.] 
Robert,  etc.,  to  the  Religious  man  the  Prior  of  the  Priory  of  Box- 
grave  of  our  diocese,  health,  etc.    We  intend,  the  Lord  disposing  us, 
j  to  visit  your  Priory  on  February  5th  as  well  in  the  head  as  in  the 
members  and  by  the  tenor  of  these  presents  we  peremptorily  cite  you 
Sir  Prior  and  by  you  the  Subprior  and  the  monks  individually  and  the 
brethren  and  other  canonical  ministers  of  the  Church  to  appear  before 
jus,  etc.,  and  we  prohibit  you  from  attempting  or  doing  anything 
.pending  this  our  visitation  to  our  prejudice.    Sealed  and  given  in  our 
;  manor  of  Amberley,  January  10,  140|. 

Similar  mandates  directed — 

to  Prior  of  Schulbrede  for  February  9, 

to  Prioress  of  Eseborne  for  February  10, 

to  Prior  of  Heryngham  [Hardham]  for  February  13. 

Another  mandate  in  a  different  form  to  be  described  below  to  the 
Master  of  the  College  of  Arundell  for  the  same  date — 
to  the  Prior  of  Tortyngton  for  February  16, 
[fo.  39  v.]  to  the  Prioress  of  Rouspere  for  February  23, 
to  the  Prior  of  Sele  for  April  30,  dated  at  Amberley  March  8, 
140|, 

to  the  Prior  of  Hastyng  for  May  9, 
to  the  Prior  of  Mychelham  for  May  13. 

j       Sequitur  tenor  mandati  directi  Magistro  Collegii  Arundell. 
Here  follows  the  tenor  of  the  mandate  to  the  Master  of  the  College  of 

Arundell.    Dated  Amberley,  January  10,  140f.] 
,  [Robertus,  etc.,  Antiquorum  patrum  doctrinis  eruditi,  etc.,  as  on 
,  >.  28,  p.  107.] 

1      YOt.  Till.  K 
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Mandatum  pro  injunctionibus  servandis. 
[A  mandate  for  keeping  injunctions,  j 
Robert,  etc.,  to  our  beloved  sons  in  Christ,  the  Dean  and  Chapter  01 
Chichester  and  the  Archdeacons  of  Chichester  and  Lewes  and  all  others 
who  hold  dignities,  parsonages  [personatus]  or  offices  in  the  .said 
Church,  health,  etc.  [A  preamble  on  his  charge  in  the  Pastoral 
office.]  Kefers  to  the  late  Visitation  and  requires  their  certificate  to 
scheduled  points  (not  detailed)  concerning  various  defects  detected 
therein,  to  be  sent  in  before  the  feast,  etc..145  under  pain  of  the 
greater  excommunication.    Dated,  etc.116 

[fo.  40.]    Sequestratio  interposita  pro  non  solucione  procurationis 
debite  racione  visitacionis  exercite. 

[Sequestration  imposed  for  the  non-payment  of  a  procuration  due 
by  reason  of  the  Visitation.] 

Robert,  etc.,  to  our  beloved  son  in  Christ  the  official  of  our  Arch 
deaconry  of  Lewes,  health,  etc.  The  Eectors  and  occupiers  of  the 
Churches  and  benefices  whose  names  are  described  below  (none  given) 
have  presumed  to  withhold  the  procurations  due  to  us  by  reason  of 
our  late  Visitation  after  various  and  canonical  warnings  lawfully  made 
on  that  behalf,  and  rashly  decline  to  pay  us  contrary  to  canonical 
institutes.  We  command  you  in  virtue  of  obedience  and  under  pain 
of  contempt  that  you  proceed  duly  after  canonical  warning  against 
those  who  rashly  decline  to  pay,  to  pronounce  sentence  of  suspensions 
and  interdict  of  the  Churches  and  benefices  and  of  sequestration  of  the 
fruits  of  the  same.  Any  violators  of  the  sequestration  or  of  these 
sentences  to  be  cited  to  appear  in  the  Cathedral  on  the  Monday  next 
after  the  feast  of  S.  Mathew  Apostle  to  be  dealt  with  as  necessity! 
shall  require.  A  certified  report  to  be  made.  Dated  Amberley 
August  10,  1403. 


in 


Dimissio  habita  a  domino  Cantuariensi  per  dominum  Cicestrensem 
super  sufficiencia  exhibicionis  bullarum  translacionis  a  Carliolensi 
ecclesia  ad  ecclesiam  Cicestrensem. 

[A  Dismissal  had  from  the  lord  of  Canterbury  by  the  lord  of 
Chichester  on  the  sufficiency  of  the  exhibition  of  the  bulls  of  his 
translation  from  the  Church  of  Carlisle  to  the  Church  of  Chi- 
chester.146] 

145  Not  filled  in.  No  doubt  the  feast  and  date  would  vary  in  the  various 
mandates  delivered. 

146  This  and  the  following  entries,  excepting  the  second  and  third,  are  in  the  same 
running  handwriting  which  appears  on  folios  23,  24  v, 
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A.  public  declaration  from  the  Archbishop  [Arundel]  on  this  point 
....  "  Concerning  which  [canonical  transfer]  and  all  other  matters 
consequent  thereon  which  affect  his  person  canonically  or  by  occasion 
of  our  former  metropolitical  visitation147  ....  we  absolve  him  and 
from  any  further  action  of  our  office  in  this  regard  do  dismiss  him  and 
by  these  presents  pronounce  him  absolved."  Given  in  our  Manor  of 
Lambeth,  June  2,  1412,  and  in  the  16th  year  of  our  translation. 

["Without  heading.]    [Speedy  payment  of  a  half- tenth  requested.] 

Address  in  French  from  the  King  beginning:  "  Eeverent  pere  en  dieu 
Nous  vous  saluons  sovent."    Our  enemies  of  France  among  other 
injuries  are  causing  great  damages  and  destructions  in  our  country  of 
G-uyenne  by  taking  our  cities,  towns,  castles  and  lands  in  our  disherison 
and  the  oppression  of  our  faithful  subjects  there.    Having  taken 
a  strong  resolution  to  transport  ourselves  with  the  help  of  God,  to 
preserve  our  said  country,  to  resist  there  the  malice  of  our  said 
enemies,  and  by  the  grace  of  God  to  conquer  from  their  hands  our 
said  cities,  towns,  castles  and  lands,  of  which  in  such  case  the  revenues 
should  and  ought,  if  God  please,  to  be  converted  and  spent  for  the 
defence  of  our  Kingdom  of  England,  in  support  of  the  charges  [of  this 
j  expedition]  and  the  relief  of  our  loyal  lieges  here.    And  considering 
1  such  our  purpose  and  intention,  the  Prelates  who  were  lately  assembled 
!;  at  our  Palace  of  Westminster  in  the  great  Council  on  the  1st  of  May 
,  last  granted  each  in  his  Diocese  a  sum  amounting  to  a  half-tenth  for 
the  defence  of  the  Kingdom,  payable  at  [the  feast  of]  St.  Martin  next 
(  ensuing,  of  which  sum  they  have  granted  to  make  payment  to  the 
receipt  of  our  Exchequer  on  the  morrow  of  the  Trinity  next,  lest  by 
i  default  of  hasty  provision  of  money,  in  this  case  our  journey  should  be 
I  delayed,  considering  that  at  present  several  of  the  said  Counties  and  other 
j  parts,  which  for  a  long  time  have  held  aloof  from  the  [fo.  40  v.]  obedience 
of  ourselves  and  our  progenitors,  a  great  part  of  our  said  country,  by 
!  their  letters  and  messengers  have  promised  to  restore  and  deliver  to  our 
Dbedience  the  whole  of  our  said  countries  which  were  in  their  hands, 
pud  to  help  us  at  their  own  charges  to  conquer  the  rest  of  the  domain 
jtvhich  is  not  now  under  our  obedience.    And  if  we  should  be  delayed 
m  our  said  journey,  which  God  forbid,  we  doubt  but  that  our  said 
Countries  will  be  altogether  wasted  and  destroyed  to  the  disherison  of 
)ur  Crown  and  the  damage  and  loss  of  all  our  Kingdoms,  so  we  pray 
Uou  very  dearly  to  procure  from  the  Clergy  of  your  Diocese  this  sum 
)f  a  half-tenth  to  the  receipt  of  our  Exchequer  on  the  Octave  of  the 
said  Eeast  of  the  Trinity,  receiving  from  our  Council  surety  of  the 
Repayment  without  default  of  this  sum  of  the  half-tenth,  or  otherwise 

147  Apparently  the  Archbishop's  Visitation  of  1400.   See  above,  pp.  70,  71. 
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wo  will  and  command  thai  you  appear  before  uh  in  your  own  period 
before  that  day  to  6nd  the  way  or  to  give  uh  information  how  some 
other  sufficient  advance  may  be  made,  that  the  same  sum  may  be  forth- 
coming within  this  short  time  ho  that  our  voyage  may  not  be  delayed 
in  your  default,  (liven  under  our  Privy  Seal  at  Westminster  the 
20th  day  of  May  [year  omitted  (14L2)]. 

[No  heading.  In  Latin.]  [Places  excused  from  payment.] 
Henry,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France  and  Lord 
of  Ireland,  to  the  venerable  Father  in  Christ  R.  by  the  same  grace 
Bishop  of  Chichester,  health.  To  the  same  effect  as  the  above.  The 
Convocation  of  Prelates  and  Clergy,  held  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral, 
London,  began  on  December  1st  last  past,  and  continued  from  day  to 
day  till  the  19th  of  the  same  month.  The  names  are  given  of  certain 
hospitals,  nunneries,  etc.,  in  the  Dioceses  of  Lincoln,  Canterbury,  and 
Rochester  exempted  from  taxation  by  reason  of  their  poverty  through 
wars  and  inundation.  The  half-tenth  payable  on  the  Feast  of  St. 
Martin.  Witness  myself  at  Westminster  June  2,  regnal  year  13 
(1412). 

[fo.  41.]    Inquisicio  in  causa  Bastardie.148 
[Inquest  in  a  question  of  Illegitimacy.] 

To  the  Reverend  father  and  lord  in  Christ,  etc.,  your  humble  and 
devoted  son  John  Gryles,  clerk  [Rector  of  Erthinglegh],  obedience,  etc. 
Recites  a  letter  from  the  Bishop,  which  copies  an  injunction  from  the 
Justices  at  Westminster  in  the  case  "  Richard  Halsham  v.  Walter 
Urry."  The  former  claims  against  the  latter  a  messuage  with  appur- 
tenances in  Horsham.  Urry  replies  that  Halsham  is  bringing  the 
action  as  the  son  and  heir  of  Philippa  Halsham,  whereas  he  is  a  bastard  ; 
which,  he  claims  to  prove.  Halsham  retorts  that  he  is  legitimate, 
evidence  to  be  taken  in  an  Ecclesiastical  Court  on  this  point,  and 
a  report  to  be  sent  in  to  the  justices  at  Westminster  within  five  weeks 
after  Easter.  Witness,  W.  Thyrnyng  at  Westminster,  November  18, 
12th  regnal  year  [1410].  The  Bp.  therefore  orders  Gryles  to  go  to 
the  Parish  Ch.  of  Schepele  [Shipley]  and  to  cite  the  parties  to  the 
suit  and  such  other  persons  as  can  testify  to  the  facts,  the  witnesses 
to  be  sworn  and  examined  separately,  and  the  commissary  to  have  ' 
power  of  canonical  coercion.  Report  of  proceedings  to  be  made  by 
Letters  Patent  and  closed,  sealed  and  delivered  about  Palm  Sunday, 
that  a  due  return  may  be  made  to  the  justices  by  the  date  assigned. 
Dated  at  Duryngwyk  Manor,  January  30,  14|y.  Gryles  accordingly 
makes  his  citation  for  March  23rd  at  Schepele  Church  and  says  that 

148  See  above,  p.  90,   Nearly  three  pages  iu  tlje  Register. 
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he  made  a  diligent  and  faithful  enquiry  concerning  the  legitimacy  of 
Richard  Halsham.  That  by  the  depositions  and  attestations  of  credible 
witnesses  and  by  other  documents  judicially  exhibited  it  was  evidently 
clear  that  Richard  Halsham  is  the  legitimate  son  of  John  Halsham, 
Esq.,  surviving,  and  of  Philippa  Atheles  his  wife  deceased,  born  in  true 
and  lawful  wedlock  contracted  between  her  and  John  Halsham  and 
solemnized  after  Banns  in  the  Parish  Church  of  Combes,  Chichester 
Dio.,  by  Dn.  Richard  Daas,  present  Rector  of  that  Church,  that  the 
same  Richard  Halsham  has  always  been  reputed  to  be  their  true  and 
lawful  son,  and  that  no  fault  or  defect  of  bastardy  or  illegitimacy  has 
attached  to  him.  And  since  no  proof  of  this  charge  was  alleged  on 
behalf  of  Walter  TJrry,  Richard  Halsham's  legitimacy  was  formally 
pronounced  and  decreed  and  himself  cleared  by  the  Ecclesiastical 
Court  from  the  impeachment  of  Walter  TJrry.  Thus,  Gyles  says,  the 
Bishop's  mandate  has  been  diligently  executed.  In  testimony  whereof 
as  his  own  seal  was  unknown  to  many,  he  has  procured  the  seal  of  the 
Dean  of  Storghton  to  be  affixed.  "  And  I,  the  Dean  of  the  Deanery 
of  Storghton  aforesaid  at  the  special  and  personal  request  of  Master 
John  himself,  have  affixed  my  official  seal  to  these  presents."  Dated 
as  respects  the  sealing  in  the  Parish  Ch.  of  Schepele  aforesaid 
March  28,  1411. 

The  evidence  in  this  case  is  given  below,  the  following  being 
witnesses  : — 

Richard  Daas,  Chaplain,  Rector  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Combes, 
aged  56  and  upwards.  In  his  evidence  he  states  that  about  thirty  years 
before  banns  were  published  in  the  Churches  of  Grynstede  and  Combes 
between  John  Halsham  and  Philippa  Attheles,  and  no  impediment 
being  found,  they  were  married  by  him  on  the  morrow  of  the  Octave 
of  the  Epiphany  in  the  Parish  Church  of  Combes  in  the  face  of  the 
Church  and  with  nuptial  benediction.  They  were  so  matrimonially 
joined  for  fifteen  years,  and  had  several  children,  including  Richard, 
all  born  in  true  and  lawful  wedlock,  as  is  well  known  at  Combes  and 
Grynstede  and  places  lying  round. 

Walter  Merwe,  freeman,  aged  GO. 

John  Storiere,  freeman,  aged  80. 

James  Lucy,  freeman,  aged  56. 

William  atte  gate,  freeman,  aged  55. 

Sir  John  Wodberwe,  chaplain,  aged  40. 

John  Bolton,  freeman,  aged  44. 

John  Beltone,  freeman,  aged  44. 

These  all  corroborate  the  evidence  of  Daas,  except  as  to  the  calling 
of  banns,  at  which  they  were  not  present. 
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[fo.  42.]    [No  heading.]    [Payment  of  Peter's  Pence  compulsorily 

demanded.] 

Marcellus  de  Strozis,  LL.D.,  nuncio  and  collector  of  the  Apostolic 
!See  in  England,  to  the  Venerable  Masters  John  Hasele,  Dean  of  the 
Cathedral j  John  Blounham,  Treasurer;  Sir  William  Pettcworthe, 
Canon ;  and  Mr.  Geoffrey  Salle,  Sequestrator  of  Chichester,  health  in 
the  Lord  and  firm  obedience  to  our,  nay  rather  to  Apostolical,  man- 
dates. The  pence  of  St.  Peter  have  been  from  time  immemorial  levied 
and  paid  annually  from  Churches  and  places  according  to  a  schedule 
attached  to  these  presents,  but  Master  Adam  Symound,  the  present 
Sub-Dean  of  the  Church  of  Chichester,  through  his  whole  term  of 
office,  and  also  some  of  his  predecessors  for  twenty  years  past  or 
thereabouts,  have  failed  to  exact  or  levy  them  from  certain  Churches 
and  places  above  said,  although  they  have  been  frequently  and  law- 
fully requested.  Their  refusals,  neglects,  and  delays  had  been  express 
and  contumacious  to  the  contempt  of  the  Apostolic  See.  With  the 
sanction  of  the  present  Bishop,  who  desires  that  the  best  remedy  for 
this  neglect  should  be  provided,  he  calls  upon  these  officials  jointly 
and  severally  to  direct  Master  Adam  Symound,  Sub-Dean,  to  gather  in 
the  arrears  of  Peter's  pence  and  to  pay  them  to  the  Bishop,  and  that 
those  who  refuse  payment  should  be  coerced  by  sentences  of  excom- 
munication and  interdict  against  their  persons  and  Churches,  and  by 
the  sequestration  of  their  benefices.  Power  of  such  procedure  granted 
by  Apostolical  authority.  Official  seal  attached.  Dated  London, 
March  18, 

[No  heading.]    [A  humble  apology  from  an  intrusive  Bishop.] 

Know  all  men  who  shall  inspect  these  present  letters  that  we,  John 
Bishop  of  Grallipoli  (Calipolensis),  in  the  month  of  September  last 
past  before  the  present  date,  being  personally  within  the  Diocese  of 
Chichester  without  the  special  commission  of  the  Reverend  Father 
and  Lord  in  Christ  Lord  Robert,  etc.,  or  leave  in  any  way  sought  or 
obtained  from  him,  conferred  de  facto  the  first  clerical  tonsure  on 
divers  persons  of  his  Diocese  in  the  College  of  Arundell  of  his  same 
Diocese,  and  confirmed  boys,  taking  upon  ourselves  wrongly  the  ordi- 
nary jurisdiction  of  the  Reverend  Father.  Also  we  celebrated  Mass 
publicly  and  solemnly  in  the  Church  of  Tolyton  with  mitre  and  staff, 
incurring  damnably  the  punishment  of  the  sacred  Canons  passed 
against  such  presumers.  For  all  which  and  other  things  whatsoever 
rashly  and  negligently  committed  by  us  within  the  same  Diocese  of 
Chichester  we  have  submitted  and  do  submit  ourselves  to  the  order, 


BISHOP  RlEDE^S  REGISTER. 


135 


declaration,  and  correction  of  the  same  Reverend  Father,  etc.,  purely, 
simply,  and  of  our  mere  and  spontaneous  will.  And  all  such  things 
rashly  and  negligently  done  by  us  we  have  revoked  and  do  revoke. 
In  witness  whereof  we  have  attached  our  seal  to  these  presents. 
Dated  [the  first  part  of  the  last  line  in  the  page  shaved  by  the  binder] 
.  .  .  October  1410  (?). 

[fo.  42  v. — 45  v.~\    [No  heading.] 
[Inquisition  and  Episcopal  sentence  on  a  Clerical  offender.] 

An  inquisition  made  in  the  Parish  Church  of  Amberley  on  July  16, 
1411,  by  Mr.  John  Blounham,  LL.B.,  as  Commissary  of  the  Bishop  in 
the  case  of  a  violent  assault,  with  great  aggravations,  made  by  Sir 
John  Hore,  Vicar  of  Walberton,  and  others,  against  the  person  of 
Sir  William  Kyrre,  Chaplain  of  Slyndon.149  The  report  is  extremely 
lengthy.    An  abstract  is  given  in  the  Appendix. 

The  Bishop's  sentence  was  that  of  deprivation,  the  promulgation  of 
the  sentence  of  excommunication  against  Hore  and  his  abettors,  and 
for  the  removal  of  the  sentence  of  the  greater  excommunication,  ipso 
facto,  incurred  by  the  commission  of  this  crime,  that  Hore  should 
personally  proceed  to  Rome  to  crave  absolution  from  the  Pope.  The 
concluding  sentence  is:  To  obtain  the  benefit  of  absolution  from 
these  sentences  of  excommunication  and  irregularity  which,  as  is 
aforesaid,  you  have  incurred,  we  have  thought  good  that  you  should 
be  transmitted  to  the  Holy  See  with  these  letters  patent  of  ours  con- 
taining the  true  facts,  your  manifest  contrition,  and  the  agreement 
made  between  you  and  the  said  Sir  William,  of  which  we  have  clear 
evidence  notwithstanding,150  to  make  request  for  this  absolution 
taking  your  journey  towards  the  Apostolic  See  before  the  Feast  of 
St.  Bartholomew  next,  walking  on  in  an  honest  manner  and  continuing 
throughout  without  any  kind  of  stopping,  as  is  fitting  5  the  said 
business  being  finished,  to  return  with  the  letters  of  the  said  See  fully 
containing  the  course  (seriem)  of  your  expedition.  Which  things,  by 
the  tenor  of  these  presents,  we  intimate  to  all  and  singular  who  shall 
inspect  the  present  letters.    Dated  Cakeham,  August  11,  1411. 

149  The  other  persons  concerned  in  this  case  are  William  Whytton,  sworn 
apparitor,  Richard  [atte]  Halle,  parish  clerk  (aque  bajulus),  John  Stylle,  Walter 
May,  and  the  sister  of  Sir  John  Hore. 

150  Tibi  firmiter  injungentes  quatinus  pro  impetracione  absolucionis  hujusmodi 
facienda  et  habenda  citra  festum  sancti  Bartholoniei  proxime  futururu  iter  tuum 
versus  sedem  Apostolicam  predictum  arripiens  gressus  tuos  deinceps  more  humano 
et  absque  fixione  aliquali  continues  sicut  decet. 
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[fo.  45  v.]    Do  fructibus  prcbondc  canonici  defuncti  inter  canonicos 
residentes  dividendis. 

[On  dividing  ilic  fruits  of  the  prebend  of  a  deceased  Canon  between 
the  residentiary  Canons.] 

The  Bishop's  letters  patent:  To  all  sons  of  Mother  Church  to  whom 
the  present  letters  shall  come,  liobert,  etc.  The  sanctity  of  the 
universal  Church  and  of  our  spouse  of  Chichester  rests  mainly  upon 
the  devout  offering  of  her  many  Ministers  who  constantly  attend  her, 
upon  the  foundation,  beside  which  none  can  lay  any  other,  which  is 
Christ  Jesus,  as  upon  a  corner-stone  for  the  expiation  of  crimes  and 
the  humble  imploring  of  Divine  mercy.  We,  therefore,  liobert, 
Bishop  of  Chichester,  considering  the  losses  and  ruinous  inconveniences 
with  which  this  same  bride  of  ours  [is  afflicted]  in  various  deformities 
and  ruins  in  her  several  parts,  and  especially  in  those  of  the  campanile 
and  other  buildings  belonging  to  our  spouse  and  Church  herself;  also 
in  divers  decreasings  and  diminutions  of  rents,  etc.,  which  will  con- 
tinue to  grow  worse  unless  provision  be  made  by  an  opportune  remedy, 
whence  it  is  feared  that  a  subtraction  of  Divine  worship  is  at  hand, 
bounty  in  almsgiving  will  be  diminished,  and  many  honourable  persons 
will  no  longer  be  willing  to  reside,  from  insufficiency  of  income.  Wish- 
ing, moreover,  quickly  to  remove,  so  far  as  in  us  lies,  these  ruinous 
inconveniences  from  this  our  Church,  and  duly  to  preserve  it  from  this 
imminent  loss  and  waste  by  providing  the  best  remedies,  we  have  made 
and  held  frequent  and  solemn  discussions  with  our  beloved  sons  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  and  the  Canons  of  our  Church  aforesaid ;  and  we 
have  inspected  and  considered  diligently  the  Ordinances  and  Statutes 
of  our  Church  promulgated  by  the  Apostolic  See  and  granted  in  the 
letters  of  Eugenius  III.  and  Alexander  III.,  of  happy  memory,151 
which  expressly  guard  that  the  moiety  of  each  prebend  of  the  said 
Church  vacant  by  the  death  of  a  Canon  shall  be  applied  to  the  use  of 
his  surviving  brethren,  who  are  responsible  for  the  repair  of  the 
fabric  of  the  Church,  belfry,  and  other  buildings,  and  the  other  moiety 
to  the  uses  of  the  Church.  With  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Dean 
and  Chapter,  after  summoning  all  those  whom  it  concerns,  etc.,  we 
order  and  decree  to  this  effect :  To  the  glory  of  Grod,  etc.  All  fruits, 
rents,  and  issues  of  each  prebend  of  our  Church  that  in  the  future 
shall  fall  vacant  through  the  death  of  the  Cauon  and  Prebendary  of 
the  same,  at  whatever  time  of  the  year  it  happens,  shall  be  divided  in 
equal  portions  between  the  Canons  actually  resident  in  this  our  Church, 
and  the  fabric  of  the  same  Church.    We  will  that  the  same  fruits,  etc., 

151  Eugenius  III.,  1145 ;  Alexander  III.,  1159.  Reference  is  made  here  by  a 
marginal  note  in  a  later  hand  to  fo.  164  verso.    See  below. 
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be  divided  among  the  Canons  actually  resident  to  give  them  further 
help  in  the  bearing  of  burdens  resting  on  the  said  Canons  and  on  the 
fabric,  provided  a  Canon  do  not  die  in  debt.  But  if  the  Canon  die  in 
debt,  and  his  private  estate  be  not  sufficient  to  discharge  the  same,  let 
payment  be  made  from  the  part  which  would  come  to  the  Church, 
any  statutes,  ordinances,  or  customs  of  our  Church  to  the  contrary,  if 
any  such  there  be,  notwithstanding,  which  we,  by  the  tenor  of  these 
presents  with  the  consent  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  and  Canons  afore- 
said, hereby  revoke  and  annul,  etc.  We  will,  moreover,  and  decree 
that  every  Canon  and  Prebendary  for  the  future  to  be  installed  in  our 
said  Church  shall,  at  the  beginning  of  his  installation,  make  corporal 
oath  to  observe  this  our  statute,  ordinance,  and  decree,  touching  the 
Holy  Gospels  before  the  Dean  or  President  and  Canons  then  present, 
etc.  Those  who  rashly  or  maliciously  try  to  prevent  its  due  execution 
will  incur  the  sentence  of  the  greater  excommunication,  from  which 
they  can  only  be  absolved  by  the  restoration  of  the  fruits  and  the 
payment  of  losses,  etc.,  occasioned  by  their  hindrances.  The  Episcopal 
and  Capitular  Seals  appended.    Dated  [left  blank].1'02 

[fo.  46  v. — 48  y.]    Licencia  et  appropriacio  ecclesiarum  de  Compton 
et  Upmardon  Prioratui  de  Eseborne. 

[License  and  appropriation  of  the  Churches  of  Compton  and  Upmardon 
to  the  Priory  of  Eseborne.] 

The  Bishop's  letters  patent.  A  pious  preamble  setting  forth  the 
episcopal  duty  of  providing  for  the  poor,  especially  for  the  poor  in  the 
Church  of  Grod  whose  lives  are  devoted  in  religious  service  The 
petition  of  Margery,  Prioress  of  the  Augustinian  Priory  or  house  for 
nuns  of  Eseborne,  and  of  the  Convent  there,  represents  to  us,  that 
though  formerly  the  Priory  was  founded  to  the  honour  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin  Mary  for  one  Prioress  and  ten  nuns  and  other  attendants,  yet, 
on  account  of  epidemics,  the  deaths  of  men  and  servants  and  the 
sterility  of  the  lands,  meadows,  and  other  property  of  the  Priory, 
which  is  situated  in  a  solitary  waste  and  thorny  place,  on  account  of 
the  houses  and  buildings  of  the  said  Priory  fallen  into  ruin  and  con- 
sumed, and  of  the  seizure  and  loss  of  rents  and  revenues  of  the  Priory 
itself,  which  are  kept  back  by  certain  sons  of  iniquity  ;  and  because 
the  lands  and  tenements  of  the  Prioress  and  Convent  notoriously 
\  suffer  so  great  ruin  that  few  tenants  can  be  found  willing  and  able  to 
1  occupy  the  lands  in  these  days,  and  the  said  lands  ever  falling  into  a 
;  worse  state  are  so  poor  that  they  cannot  supply  the  religious  women 

152  jj0  reference  was  made  to  this  important  document  in  the  Statutes  and  Con- 
stitutions of  the  Cathedral,  published  1904.    For  a  copy  of  the  Latin  see  below. 
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with  sufficient  support  for  themselves  and  for  the  repair  of  their 
ruinous  buildings,  etc.,  now  or  for  the  future,  as  it  iH  feared.  Where- 
fore Henry,  etc.,  King  of  England,  etc.,  having  companion  on  the 
poverty  and  indigence  of  the  said  Prioress  and  Convent,  directing  the 
eyes  of  1 1  is  Pious  Majesty  graciously  towards  them,  bestows  on  them 
the  advowson  and  right  of  patronage  of  the  Churches  of  Compton  and 
Upmerdon,  being  now  in  the  patronage  of  the  Prior  and  Convent  of 
Lewes;  and  the  said  Priory  and  Convent  of  Lewes  have  given  and 
granted  these  Churches  in  augmentation  of  the  sustenance  of  the 
nuns  of  Eseborne,  the  gift  being  endorsed  and  ratified  ex  ahundanti  by 
the  noble  and  powerful  Lord  Thomas,  Earl  of  Arundel,  Patron  of 
Lewes  Priory.  The  Bishop  on  his  part  has  made  enquiry  into  the 
truth  of  the  various  points,  and  has  obtained  the  consent  after  dis- 
cussion of  the  Dean  and  Chapter.  The  Convent's  proctor,  William 
Trot,  has  appeared  on  their  behalf,  on  whose  instance  the  Bishop  gives 
a  definitive  sentence  for  the  transfer. 

From  the  process  quoted  at  length  we  may  note  the  following :  The 
fruits,  rents,  and  revenues  of  Compton  were  taxed  at  fifteen  marks 
sterling,  those  of  Upmerdon  at  twenty,  out  of  which  a  portion  for  two 
Vicars  on  the  presentation  of  the  Convent  is  to  be  reserved  by  the 
Bishop  and  his  successors.  On  the  Churches  falling  vacant  xxs  shall 
be  payable  to  the  Bishop  and  his  successors  for  indemnity,  vjs  viijd  to 
the  Dean  and  Chapter,  xld  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Chichester.  Further 
provisions  for  the  Vicars,  and  penalties  for  non-compliance  with  the 
conditions.  Dated  Amberley,  January  27,  1411.  Acceptance  of  the 
grant  and  conditions  by  the  Dean  and  Chapter  on  January  29,  by 
John  Thomas,  Archdeacon  of  Chichester,  on  January  30,  and  by  the 
Prioress  and  Convent  of  Eseborne.  Sealed  with  their  common  seal 
and  given  in  their  Chapter-house,  January  31st.153 

[fo.  49.]  Mandatum  ad  colligendum  subsidium  concessum  Ambassia- 
toribus  transituris  ad  Consilium  generale  videlicet  de  libra  tres 
Obolos  et  sequitur  alia  consimilis  in  secundo  folio. 

[Mandate  for  collecting  the  subsidy  granted  to  the  Ambassadors 
about  to  cross  to  the  general  Council,  namely,  of  three  halfpence 
in  the  pound.  And  then  follows  another  like  it  on  the  second 
folio.] 

Richard,  Bishop  of  London,  to  the  Bishop  of  Chichester,  reciting 
the  letters  of  Thomas,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  dated  August  13, 

153  This  elaborate  process  of  nearly  five  pages  in  the  Kegister,  but  for  its  great 
length,  should  have  been  given  in  fuller  detail. 


BISHOP  rede's  register. 


139 


1408.  "  Terrible  in  His  counsels  over  the  sons  of  men  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords,  who  takes  away  the 
spirit  of  princes,"  etc.  Convocation  is  asked  to  vote  this  subsidy  for 
the  expenses  of  delegates  to  proceed  to  the  Council,  summoned  to 
decide  between  the  Lord  Pope  and  his  adversary,  with  a  view  to  the 
Union  of  the  Churches.  The  sum  raised  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Richard 
Brynkeley,  our  Dean  of  the  Church  of  St.  Mary  Arches  in  London,  or 
to  Mr.  John  Perche,  Registrar  of  the  Court  of  Canterbury.  Dated 
Amberley,  September  2,  1408. 

[fo.  49  v. — 50  v.]    Mandatum  ad  comparendum  in  convocatione  cum 
execucione  ejusdem. 

[Mandate  for  appearing  in  Convocation,  with  the  execution  of  the 

same.] 

Richard,  Bishop  of  London,  to  Robert,  Bishop  of  Chichester, 
reciting  letter  from  Thomas,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  Every154 
natural  disposition  inclines  only  towards  unity,  so  that  in  Nature  scarcely 
anything  receding  from  it  is  found  to  be  perfect,  as  the  bee,  one  of 
the  smallest  of  animals,  flies  backwards  and  forwards  under  one  prince 
or  provost  gathering  things  useful  to  its  nature.  Much  more  will  the 
one  elect  holy  Mother  Church  of  God,  which  is  furnished  in  many 
ways  for  union  in  word  and  work,  not  only  by  natural  precepts,  but 
above  Nature  by  one  God,  one  Lord,  and  one  chief  Pastor  under 
one  faith,  one  baptism,  one  hope,  and  one  spirit,  unweariedly 
embrace  the  links  of  unity,  and  will  strengthen  all  her  rudder-bands 
under  her  one  head  the  Vicar  of  Christ  on  earth,  which  [unity], 
however,  sad  to  relate,  is  recognized  to  have  been  for  a  long  time 
lamentably  torn  under  a  divided  head,  namely,  a  pretended  one. 
We  have  long  been  keenly  desirous  to  find  a  remedy  for  this. 
On  the  24th155  day  of  July  last  we  caused  the  Clergy  of  our  Province  of 
Canterbury  to  be  called  together  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Paul, 
London.  In  which  Convocation,  with  the  good  pleasure  of  the  King, 
we  discussed  some  points  tending  towards  this  unity,  which  it  is  not 
expedient  now  to  recite ;  but  there  came  into  the  Kingdom  of  England 
afterwards  the  most  reverend  Cardinal  of  Bordeaux,  who  has  made  it 
clear  that  the  College  of  Cardinals  on  either  side  are  agreed  to  pro- 
mote the  union  of  the  Church,  and  to  this  end  a  general  Council  will 
be  held  in  the  City  of  Pisa  at  the  Eeast  of  the  Annunciation  next 

154  The  earlier  portion  of  this  mandate,  from  Arundel,  Reg.  ii.,  fo.  7,  at  Lambeth, 
s  printed  in  Wilkins'  Concilia,  iii,  311. 

155  23rd,  Wilkins,  which  was  the  date  of  the  summons. 
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ensuing.  On  Sundays  and  Festivals  the  faithful  should  be  assembled 
to  pray  Almighty  God,  in  whoso  hands  are  all  things,  to  direct  and 
prosper  the  coming  holy  general  Council,  and  to  strengthen  our  most 
Christian  King  in  the  zeal  of  uniting  the  most  blessed  Church,  which 
is  ho  strongly  kindled  in  him.  We  will  and  command  that  on  Wednes- 
days and  Fridays  the  people  take  part  in  solemn  masses,  sermons,  and 
processions,  with  fastings,  alms-giving,  and  other  works  of  Charity. 
Contributions  from  the  faithful  will  be  required,  which  should  be 
readily  given,  and  will  be  compensated  for  by  indulgences  of  40  days 
tociens  quociens.  The  Bishops  and  Clergy,  therefore,  are  to  be 
convoked  to  St.  Paul's,  London,  on  January  14th  next,  etc.,  the 
Suffragans  to  issue  notices  with  all  speed.  Given  in  our  Manor  of 
Lamhith,  November  30,  1408. 

The  Bishop  makes  the  consequent  mandate  in  usual  form.156  Dated 
Duryngwyk,  January  10,  1408-9. 

[fo.  50  v.]    Aliud  mandatum  ad  colligendum  quatuor  denarios  de  libra 
concessos  ambassiatoribus  transituris  ad  consilium  generale. 
[Another  mandate  to  collect  4d.  in  the  pound  granted  to  the 
Ambassadors,  who  are  to  cross  to  the  General  Council.] 

Letters  as  before.  The  Archbishop  to  the  Bishop  of  London.  The 
Convocation  was  begun  on  January  14  and  continued  to  January  30. 
It  granted  for  the  use  of  representatives  to  travel  beyond  the  seas 
fourpence  in  the  pound,  to  include  the  three-halfpence  in  the  pound 
granted  by  the  last  Convocation,  to  be  raised  before  the  Feast  of 
St.  Gregory  next157  and  payable  to  Mr.  Richard  Brynkley  or  Mr.  John 
Perche,  etc.  Given  under  our  seal  in  our  Manor  of  Lamheth 
January  31.  By  the  Bishop  of  London  February  4.  The  Bishop  of 
Chichester  gives  orders  to  this  effect,  Amberley,  February  7. 158 

[fo.  51.]    Mandatum  ad  denunciandum  violantes  libertates  ecclesie 
Cicestr.  excommunicatos. 

[Mandate  to  denounce  as  excommunicate  those  who  violate  the  liberties 
of  the  Church  of  Chichester.] 

To  the  Dean  of  Boxgrave  and  to  all  and  singular  the  Rectors, 
Vicars,  and  Curates  belonging  to  the  Deanery.    By  public  rumour 

156  Th.is  mandate  fills  two  pages  of  the  Register. 

157  March  12. 

158  A  parallel  mandate,  but  differently  expressed  for  this  occasion,  is  printed 
by  Wilkins,  Concilia,  in,  312. 
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and  trustworthy  relation  we  hear  that  some  sons  of  eternal  damnation 
seduced  by  a  diabolical  spirit  and  laying  aside  the  fear  of  God,  whose 
names  and  persons  are  unknown,  broke  into  our  park  of  Seleseye  on 
the  30th  of  January  last  by  night  with  hunting-dogs,  with  bows, 
arrows,  and  other  arms  and  implements,  injuriously  and  with  bold 
effrontery,  and  presumed  to  hunt,  put  to  flight,  consume,  kill,  and 
carry  away  deer  and  other  wild  beasts,  no  sufficient  leave  having  been 
obtained.  Others  procured  the  perpetration  of  this  hunting,  invasion, 
etc.,  and  gave  their  advice  and  help,  ratifying  and  accepting  the 
injuries  done  by  their  friends  and  servants  against  us  and  our 
Church  of  Chichester,  incurring  thereby  to  the  peril  of  their  souls 
the  sentence  of  the  greater  excommunication  pronounced  against 
those  who  violate  our  liberties  and  those  of  the  Church.  We, 
therefore,  wishing  to  keep  uninjured  the  rights  and  liberties  of  our 
Church  at  Chichester,  as  we  are  bound  to  do  by  oath,  call  upon  you 
all  and  singly  to  pronounce  publicly  and  solemnly  on  the  Sundays  and 
Festivals  immediately  following  the  receipt  of  these  letters  that  all 
and  singular  the  hunters,  chasers,  consumers,  slayers,  and  removers 
aforesaid,  and  all  who  gave  them  counsel  and  help  in  that  respect,  etc., 
have  fallen  into  the  said  sentence  of  the  greater  excommunication, 
and  have  been  and  are  excommunicated  in  general.  This  sentence  to 
be  publicly  pronounced  also  in  all  the  other  Churches  of  the  said 
Deanery,  in  the  solemnity  of  masses,  when  the  greater  number  of 
people  are  present,  with  the  cross  raised,  bells  beaten  [pulsatis], 
candles  lighted  and  extinguished,  enquiring  diligently  the  names  of 
the  malefactors  and  their  abettors,  whose  punishment  we  specially 
reserve.  Result  to  be  reported  by  the  Feast  of  St.  Gregory  the 
Pope.159    Given  at  Amberley,  February  12,  1408-9. 

Commissio  ad  admittendum  quern  ad  beneficium  facta  primitus 
inquisicione. 

[Commission  to  admit  one  to  a  benefice,  inquisition  having  been  first 

made.] 

The  Bishop  to  Masters  Simon  Northew,  Sequestrator  in  the  Arch- 
deaconry  of  Lewes,  and  John  de  Depyng,  Rector  of  the  Church  of 
Ripe,  and  to  Sir  Henry  Hothom,  Chaplain.  Concerns  the  institution 
after  due  enquiry  of  Sir  Peter  Dyst,  Chaplain,  already  presented,  to 
the  Church  of  Herstmonce[a]ux,  already  dealt  with  in  the  Bishop's 
former  letters  issued  at  Amberley  September  10th,  and  directs  his 
admission  personally  or  by  his  proctor.  Dated  Aldyngborne,  Septem- 
ber 12,  1406. 

159  March  12. 
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[No  heading.] 

[fo.  51  v.]    Concessio  inancrii  dc  Barnham  et  Brydham.100 
[Grant  of  the  Manor  of  Barnham  and  Brydham.] 

Letters  patent  from  Thomas  de  Ponynges,  lord  of  St.  John,  grant- 
ing in  usual  form  to  William  Mundi,  William  Calwe,  and  John 
Wolnard,  elerks,  his  manors  of  Bernham  and  Brydham  [Birdham], 
co.  Sussex,  with  all  their  rights  and  appurtenances.  Witnesses  i  Robert 
Tauk,  John  Watergate,  Peter  de  Eylmer  (Elmere),  John  Taverner, 
John  Mervve,  and  many  others.  Dated  Bernham,  Saturday  after  the 
Annunciation,  17th  Eic.  II.161  [1394]. 

Grant  from  the  above  William  Mundi,  etc.,  clerks,  of  the  above 
manors,  to  Hugh  de  Seynt  John,163  son  of  Sir  Thomas  de  Ponynges, 
Lord  de  St.  John,103  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  which  we  had  by  the 
grant  and  concession  of  the  aforesaid  Thomas,  to  have  and  to  hold  to 
the  said  Hugh  and  Elizabeth  and  their  lawful  heirs.  Witnesses  as 
above,  with  John  Ernele.  Dated  Bernham,  Saturday  after  the  Feast 
of  St.  Dionisius,164  18th  Eic.  II.  [1394]. 

The  above  written  charters  were  exhibited  before  the  Bishop  in  the 
Chapel  of  his  manor  of  Cakham,  March  27,  1409.  On  comparison 
they  agree  with  their  originals.    J.  Blounham. 

Licencia  eligendi  confessorem  et  audiendi  divina  in  oratorio. 

[Leave  for  choosing  a  Confessor  and  for  hearing  Divine  Service  in  an 

Oratory.] 

Eobert,  by  Divine  permission  Bishop  of  Chichester,  to  our  beloved 
in  Christ  Sir  John  Pelham  and  N.  his  consort,  health,  grace,  and  bene- 
diction. Eegarding  the  devotion  and  the  fervour  of  each  of  you 
which  you  are  known  to  have  towards  the  worship  of  God,  we  grant 
you  by  these  presents  special  licence,  until  we  shall  think  to  revoke  it, 
that  you  may  be  able  to  choose  lawfully  and  freely  a  discreet  and  fit 
priest  who  may  have  power  to  absolve  you  from  sins  confessed  to  him, 
and  to  enjoin  for  the  same  salutary  penance,  and  in  the  Chapel  or 
Oratory  within  the  Castle  of  Pevensey  (Pevenese)  and  your  Manor  of 
Laughton  (Laghton),  or  in  any  other  decent  and  honest  place  within 
our  Diocese  of  Chichester  wheresoever  situated  to  receive  the  Sacra- 

ir.o  Marginal  note  in  later  hand. 

161  This  and  the  next  indenture  are  bracketed  in  the  margin. 

162  Hugoni  de  Seynt  John. 

163  Domino  de  Sancto  Johanne. 

164  October  9,  the  Feast  of  SS.  Dionysius  (St.  Denys),  Rusticus,  and  Eleutherius, 
Martyrs. 
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ment  of  the  Eucharist,  and  to  receive,  hear,  and  cause  to  be  celebrated 
Masses  and  other  Divine  offices  by  the  same  priest  and  others  whom- 
soever, both  secular  and  regular,  honest  men,  being  in  company  or 
household  of  yourselves  or  of  either  of  you,  or  of  others  with  you,  the 
right  of  the  Parish  Church  within  whose  limits  the  said  Chapel  or 
Oratory  exists  being  in  all  things  always  safeguarded.  In  testimony 
whereof  our  seal  is  attached  to  these  presents.  Given  in  our  Manor 
of  Cakham,  April  4th,  1409,  and  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  our  Transla- 
tion. 

[fo.  52.]    Copia  donacionis  bonorum  mobilium  Boxgrave. 
[Copy  of  a  donation  of  moveable  goods  at  Boxgrave.] 

Letters  patent  from  J ohn  Chaworth,  Prior  of  the  Church  of  Blessed 
Mary  of  Boxgrave  and  the  Convent  there.  We  have  given  to  the 
Bishop  and  to  Masters  Philip  Galeys,  Treasurer,  [and]  Eobert  Pobe- 
lowe,  Canons  of  Chichester,  to  Thomas  Chaworthe,  the  Prior's  brother, 
:  Clerk,  to  William  Cheyney  and  Richard  Walter,  seculars,  all  our 
j  moveable  goods  wherever  they  may  be  found  in  the  Diocese  of 
Chichester  aforesaid,  so  that  they  may  have  the  said  goods  as  their 
own  property,  give  or  sell  them,  or  dispose  of  them  as  they  will  by 
themselves.  Sealed  at  Boxgrave  on  April  7th,  on  the  Feast  of  Easter 
in  the  tenth  year  of  Hen.  IV.  Witnesses :  Thomas  Preston,  a  kins- 
man (cognato)  of  the  Prior,  Thomas  Byk,  Thomas  Ropere,  Hugh 
Arblest,  John  Donne,  John  Androwe. 

[fo.  52 — 53  v.]    Inquisicio  capta  in  causa  Bastardie  Codyngton. 
[Inquisition  taken  in  the  Codyngton  case  of  legitimacy.] 

This  case  follows  the  same  course  as  that  previously  given  on 
page  90.    The  commission  of  enquiry  by  a  mandate  from  the  Justices 
j  at  Westminster,  dated  July  5th,  8th  of  Hen.  IV.,  is  entrusted  as 
before  by  the  Bishop  to  Mr.  John  Gyles,  Rector  of  Erthinglegh 
(Ardingly),  the  question  raised  by  the  legitimacy  or  otherwise  of 
John  Codyngton  senior,  John  Codyngton  junior,  Simon  Codyngton, 
Thomas   Codyngton,   and  William    Codyngton,  junior,   who  claim 
i  against  Thomas  Carleton  one  messuage  with  appurtenances  in  Hors- 
'  ham  as  their  right  and  inheritance,  on  the  seisin  of  a  certain  William 
j  Codyngton  senior,  brother  of  John,  John  (as  above),  etc.  Thomas 
|  Carleton  objected  and  said  that  they  were  illegitimate  and  that  he 
could  so  prove  them,  which  the  plaintiffs  denied.    The  investigation 
.  of  the  facts  belonging  to  a  spiritual  court,  the  Bishop's  commission 
<  for  an  enquiry  hereupon  is  issued  and  dated  Amberley,  September  5, 
1407.    Gyles  summons  the  parties  to  appear  in  Horsham  Parish 
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Church  on  October  3,  when  the  Codyngtons  appeared  by  their  proctor 
John  Blast,  Thomas  Carleton  personally.    Being  asked  whether  he 
liad  any  witnesses,  muniments,  or  proofs  of  the  alleged  illegitimacy, 
Thomas  said  no,   but  that  they  were  each  and  all  the  legitimate 
sons  of  Ralph  de  Codyngton  and  Alice  Twyssedene,  daughter  of 
Nicholas  Twyssedene  of  Gouthurst  in  thi  Diocese  of  Canterbury, 
about  and  after  the  true  and  lawful  marriage  of  Ralph  and  Alice 
solemnized  by  the  proclamation  of  banns,  etc.,  in  the  face  of  the 
Church  of  Gouthurst,  that  their  sons  were  reputed  legitimate  in  the 
parishes  of  Codyngton,  diocese  Wynton,  and  Gouthurst  and  other 
places.  The  first  witness  called  was  Walter  Rolf,  age  55,  freeman,  who 
was  present  at  the  proclamation  of  banns  and  public  protestations  in 
both  Churches  on  divers  festivals,  and  at  the  marriage  solemnized  on 
a  certain  Monday  two  weeks  after  Easter  about  eighteen  years  ago 
by  the  then  Curate  of  Gouthurst  in  the  face  of  the  Church,  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  number  of  gentlemen  (doinicelli)  and  people,  with 
nuptial  benediction,  and  that  Ralph  and  Alice  have  continued  through- 
out to  the  present  time  to  live  together  as  man  and  wife  without  any 
unquietness  or  perturbation  ;  that  some  children  had  died,  but  that 
the  five  sons  named  were  all  born  after  the  solemnization  of  the 
marriage,  not  before,  and  that  no  rumour  to  the  contrary  has  ever 
been  heard  at  Codyngton  or  Gouthurst.    Thomas  Hayton,  domicellus, 
aged  30  and  upwards,  freeman,  corroborated.    John  Garden  (Gardyn), 
40  and  upwards,  freeman,  a  servant  of  Ralph  for  eighteen  years 
past,  said  that  he  saw  Alice  herself  with  a  great  multitude  of  gentle- 
men (generosorum)  and  others  brought  to  the  house  of  the  same 
Ralph  at  Codyngton  as  his  wife,  and  that  a  great  wedding  was  'held 
and  took  place  there,  and  was  present  in  the  Church  of  Codyngton 
about  eighteen  years  ago  when  Sir  John  May,  then  Vicar,  gave  out 
the  banns,  that  there  was  no  opposition,  and  that  they  have  ever  since 
lived  together.    William  Role,  aged  30  and  upwards,  freeman,  agreed, 
but  was  not  present  at  the  banns.    Sir  John  Roo,  aged  30  and 
upwards,  formerly  Vicar  of  the  Church  of  Cotyngton  (sic)  for  five 
years  past,  spoke  to  proofs  of  the  legitimacy  of  Thomas  and  William, 
and  had  heard  no  suspicions  of  that  of  the  other  sons.    Thomas  Poole, 
freeman,  aged  26  and  upwards,  corroborated,  and  knew  that  for 
sixteen  years  past  cohabitation  had  continued  without  interruption, 
and  that  all  the  sons  were  lawfully  born.    The  legitimacy  of  all  is 
accordingly  confirmed  and  definitive  sentence  given.    Gyles  concludes 
his  report :  Which  things  all  and  each  above  written  we  have  taken 
care  to  certify  quickly  so  that  the  justices  of  our  Lord  the  King  at 
the  place  and  time  specified  in  the  King's  writ  may  be  informed 
what  was  transacted  and  done  by  your  Reverence,  whom  may  the 
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accustomed  clemency  of  our  Saviour  very  long  preserve  for  the  rule 
and  protection  of  His  Church.  The  seal  of  the  sequestrator  is  affixed 
in  testimony  with  the  sequestrator's  own  corroboration.  Given  so 
far  as  concerns  the  signing  in  the  Church  of  Chichester,  October  8th, 
1407. 

[fo.  53  v. — 54  v.~\    Man  datum  directum  ad  propellendum  collectores 
suprascripti  subsidii  ad  plenariam  solucionem  arreragiorum. 
[Mandate165  directed  to  urge  the  collectors  of  the  above-written 
subsidy  for  the  full  payment  of  arrears.] 

The  Bishop  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Chichester,  quoting  the  letters 
received  by  Richard,  Bishop  of  London,  from  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury.  He  chides  the  sloth  of  the  collectors  who  had  failed  to 
pay  the  sum  (4d.  in  the  pound)  voted  by  Convocation  for  those  who 
were  proceeding  to  the  Council  of  Pisa.  The  suffragans  within  ten 
days  of  receiving  these  letters  were  to  appoint  collectors  for  the  said 
subsidy,  payable  before  the  Sunday  after  Ascension  Day  to  the 
Receivers  before-named,  under  pain  of  disobedience  and  contempt. 
Those  who  obstinately  refuse  payment  are  to  be  dealt  with  according 
to  circumstances ;  if  necessary  by  fulminating  and  carrying  out 
sentences  of  suspension,  interdict,  and  excommunication,  or,  if  more 
expedient,  by  peremptory  citation  before  the  Archbishop  or  his 
auditor  a  fortnight  after  the  citation  ;  certificates  required.  Given  at 
Lambeth,  April  20,  1409.  The  Bishop  of  London,  after  further 
admonition,  signs  at  Fulham,  April  30.  The  Bishop  of  Chichester,  in 
corroboration,  at  Cakham,  May  12.  The  Bishop  further  explains  to 
the  Archbishop  at  some  length  his  own  course  of  action  in  directing 
the  collection  of  this  subsidy  in  his  two  Archdeaconries,  thereby 
excusing  himself  from  the  imputation  of  negligence,  and  seals  his 
reply  at  Cakeham,  May  14th. 


[fo.  54  v.~\    Certificatorium  publicacionis  constitucionum  editarum 
Oxon  in  convocacione  provincial  i. 

[Certificate  of  publication  of  the  constitutions100  published  at  Oxford 
in  the  Provincial  Convocation.] 

The  Bishop  addresses  the  Archbishop,  quoting  his  letter  to  the 
Bishop  of  London,  dated  June  5.    "  In  the  Provincial  Council  lately 

165  This  mandate  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  extracted  from  Reg.  Arundel  ii.  at 
Lambeth,  is  printed  by  Wilkins,  Concilia,  iii,  320.    See  above,  p.  140. 

166  These  Constitutions,  thirteen  in  number,  are  printed  by  Wilkins,  Concilia,  iii, 
314—319,  as  promulgated  at  St.  Paul's,  London,  January  13, 1407-8. 
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held  at  Oxford,  in  accordance!  with  an  insistent  petition  of  the  whole 
Clergy  of  the  Province,  we  nttered  certain  provincial  constitutions 
against  Evangelical  teachers  (doctores  Evangel  icon)  who  are  trying  to 
sow  tares  in  the  Lord's  field  against  the  holy  Church  militant.,  and 
afterwards  in  our  last  Convocation  held  in  St.  Paul's  Church,  London, 
we  promulgated  them  a  second  time  and  duly  published  them.  We, 
desiring  the  due  execution  of  these  resolutions,  send  you  now  a  copy 
of  the  said  constitutions  to  be  published,  strictly  enjoining  you  that 
copies  are  to  be  supplied  to  all  our  suffragans  for  publication. 
A  certificate  of  your  action  herein  to  be  returned  before  St.  John 
Baptist's  day.  The  various  suffragans  to  certify  us  duly  and  distinctly 
what  they  have  done  before  the  same  feast.  Given  in  our  Castle  of 
Owenburgh,  April  13,  1409."  [fo.  55.]  Further  instructions  from 
the  Bishop  of  London.  Dated  manor  of  Fulham,  May  20.  Promise 
of  plenary  and  thorough  execution  by  the  Bishop  of  Chichester, 
wrho  writes  as  follows:  "By  the  authority  of  which  letters  and 
their  contents,  on  account  of  the  shortness  of  time,  wre  have  not  yet 
fully  made  nor  have  we  been  able  to  carry  out  full  execution,  as  is 
demanded.  But  we  will  cause  due  and  plenary  execution  to  be 
demanded  as  quickly  as  we  are  able,  and  in  the  Chapters  to  be  next 
celebrated  within  our  City  and  Diocese  according  to  the  Canonical 
sanctions  and  provincial  Constitutions  we  will  cause  publication  and 
denunciation,  as  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  letters  themselves  demand 
and  require." 

Monicio  ad  restituendum  decimas  retentas  una  cum  ortacione. 

[A  monition  for  the  restoration  of  tithes  retained,  together  with 
a  warning.] 

The  Bishop  to  the  Dean  of  Dalyngton  (and  others  whose  names  are 
omitted).  Although  all  who  presume  to  deprive  Churches  of  their 
right  and  maliciously  withhold  or  refuse  to  pay  tithes,  as  well  predial 
as  others,  due  to  God  and  the  Church  are,  ipso  facto,  made  liable  to 
the  greater  excommunication  in  the  Constitutions  received  from  the 
holy  Fathers,  it  is  reported  by  notorious  rumour,  with  the  assertion 
of  trustworthy  men,  that  certain  sons  of  eternal  damnation, 
parishioners  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Hurstmonceux,  and  other  persons 
whose  names  we  do  not  know,  wickedly  refuse  to  pay  tithes  of  wool, 
lambs  and  sheaves  and  other  things  within  that  parish.  We  therefore 
enjoin  you  to  publish  in  the  Church  of  Hurstmonceux  on  the  Sundays 
and  Festivals  following  the  receipt  hereof  that  all  who  refuse  to  pay 
within  ten  days,  three  for  the  first,  three  for  the  second,  and  the  rest 
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for  the  third  and  peremptory  term,  will  incur  sentence  of  the  greater 
excommunication.  If  any  obstinately  refuse  they  are  to  appear 
before  us  in  the  Parish  Church  of  Sele  on  September  9,  to  show 
reasonable  cause,  if  they  have  any,  why  they  should  not  incur  this 
sentence  and  to  receive  and  do  further  what  justice  may  demand.  To 
report  what  is  done  and  the  names  of  all  who  are  rebellious.  Given 
in  our  manor  of  Stratham,  August  24,  1409. 

Certificatorium  execucionis  mandati  directi  curato  ad  denunciandum 
personas  suspensas. 

[A  certificate  of  the  execution  of  a  mandate  directed  to  a  Curate  for 
denouncing  suspended  persons.] 

Letters  patent  from  Mr.  Peter  Penbroke,  Yicar  of  Estborn.  Since 
it  is  no  less  sin  by  lying  with  one's  tongue  than  by  keeping  silence 
[to  keep]  the  truth  hidden,  I  make  known  to  you  all  that  in  January, 
the  tenth  year  of  King  Henry  IV.,  one  Sir  John  Hethe,  Hector  of  the 
Parish  Church  of  Fokyngton  (when  a  certain  mandate  had  been 
delivered  addressed  to  me  and  to  the  other  Curates  in  the  Deanery  of 
Lewes  by  Mr.  John  Collys,  the  Bishop's  Commissary -general,  to 
denounce  the  same  Sir  John  Hethe  and  Isabella  Eppeworthe,  on  account 
of  their  contumacies,  before  the  same  Mr.  John  Collys,  as  suspended 
from  entering  the  Church  till  we  had  a  mandate  to  the  contrary),  enter- 
ing my  Church  of  Estborne  took  away  [fo.  55  v.]  the  writing  against 
my  will,  so  that  I  could  not  certify  nor  fully  execute  the  said  mandate. 
The  other  Curates  were  similarly  prevented,  whereby  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Bishop  became  for  the  time  illusory,  to  the  grave  scandal  of  the 
Reverend  Father  himself  aud  of  the  office  of  the  Commissary.  Also 
the  same  John  Hethe  on  April  29th  solicited  and  encouraged  the 
Clergy  of  the  Deaneries  of  Lewes  and  Pevensey  to  refuse  to  pay 
their  procurations  due  by  reason  of  the  Bishop's  Visitation,  to  the 
grave  prejudice  of  the  Reverend  Father  and  the  failure  of  his  juris- 
diction. In  testimony  of  the  premises  I  have  attached  my  seal. 
Given  at  Bourne,  September  30,  1409. 

Litera  testimonialis  contra  subditum  attemptantem  contra  ordinarium 

suum. 

<   [A  letter  testimonial  against  a  dependent  making  an  attempt  against 

his  Ordinary.] 

Letters  patent  from  John  Horsham,  Dean  of  Lewes,  John  Pulter, 
!  Dean  of  Pevenese,  Mr.  John  Fethe,  Rector  of  Lytlyngton,  John  Code, 
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Rector  of  Ovyngdeno,  Robert  Chanry  [PChaury],  Rector  of  Torryng, 
.lobn  Weseote,  Vicar  of  Bedynghamme.  Because  it  is  pious  and  meri- 
fcorioua  to  bear  witness  to  the  truth  we  make  known  to  you  all  that  on 
April  29th,  L409,  in  the  tenth  year  of  King  Eenry  IV.,  while  a  Con- 
vocation of  the  Clergy  of  Lewes  and  Pevenese  Deaneries  was  assembled 
at  All  Saints'  Church,  Lewes,  Master  Simon  Northew,  the  Bishop's 
Sequestrator,  and  Commissary-general,  Master  John  de  Depyng,  the 
Bishop's  Commissary,  being  there  his  assessor,  publicly  stated  that  it 
was  the  Bishop's  will  to  visit  his  famous  spouse,  namely,  the  Church 
of  Chichester  and  its  Clergy  and  people,  aud  that  procurations  would 
be  so  made  in  the  said  Visitation  as  not  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  same 
Father  nor  burdensome  to  his  dependents,  and  he  assigned  the  method 
of  making  procuration  to  the  choice  of  the  Clergy  there  present 
according  to  canonical  sanctions.  Whereon  one  Sir  John  Hethe, 
Rector  of  Fokyngton,  solicited  us  the  Rectors  aforesaid  to  refuse 
procurations  due  by  right  on  his  Visitation  to  the  said  father  .  .  .  . 
We  declined  to  give  our  assent  to  this  as  being  prejudicial  to  the 
Bishop's  rights  and  jurisdiction,  and  a  no  small  grievance.  In  testimony 
whereof  we  have  affixed  our  seals  to  these  presents.  Dated  at  Lewes, 
September  30.  And  I,  Sir  John  Downe,  Rector  of  Rademelde,  being 
present,  saw  and  heard  all  the  above,  and  in  witness  of  the  premisses 
have  affixed  my  seal  with  those  named  above. 


Commissio  ad  inquirendum  de  vacacione  beneficii  et  ad  admittendum 
si  et  quatenus  dejure. 

[Commission  of  enquiry  concerning  the  vacancy  of  a  benefice  and  to 
admit  if  and  as  far  as  it  be  lawful.] 

The  Bishop  to  Sir  William  Wythe  [Whyte],  Master  of  the  College  of 
Arundel  and  official  of  the  Archdeacon  of  Chichester.  The  noble  Lord 
Thomas,  Earl  of  Arundel  and  Surrey,  has  presented  to  us  Lodiwic,  son 
of  John  (Johannis),  clerk,  of  Portugal,  for  the  vacant  Church  of  Grroff- 
ham  belonging  to  his  presentation,  as  be  says.  We  command  you  in 
full  local  Chapter,  soon  to  be  celebrated  on  this  occasion  by  twelve 
Rectors,  Vicars,  or  other  trustworthy  persons  specially  summoned  and 
lawfully  sworn,  to  enquire  in  usual  manner  concerning  the  vacancy  of 
this  Church,  viz.,  how  and  when  it  began  to  be  vacant,  who  last  pre- 
sented to  it  and  is  for  this  turn  in  possession  of  the  right  of  presentation, 
and  concerning  the  merits  of  him  now  presented,  [fo.  56]  wrhether  he  is 
free  and  legitimate,  of  sufficient  knowledge,  age,  etc.,  to  receive  the 
cure  and  rule  of  souls,  whether  he  is  beneficed  elsewhere,  or  is  in  any 
way  canonically  unfit,  etc.    If  he  be  found  a  fit  and  suitable  person 
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he  is  to  be  admitted  and  instituted  Rector  of  Groffham  canonically,  is 
to  be  inducted,  and  is  to  tender  canonical  obedience,  etc.  Report  to 
be  made  by  letters  patent  and  close.  CHven  at  Amberley,  Novem- 
ber 21,  1409. 

Licencia  celebrandi  in  Capella  de  Worthyng. 
[Licence  of  celebrating  in  the  Chapel  of  Worthing.] 

The  Bishop  to  the  Rector  of  Bradwatre  Parish  and  to  the  parishioners 
dwelling  there.  We  grant  you  leave  freely  to  cause  to  be  celebrated 
and  to  hear  masses  and  other  Divine  offices  in  the  Chapel  of  Worthing 
upon  a  portable  altar  and  by  a  fit  Chaplain  at  accustomed  times  and 
without  prejudice  of  the  Mother  Church,  this  leave  not  to  be  valid 
beyond  the  8th  of  April  next.  Sealed  at  our  lodging  in  London, 
February  14,  1409. 

Copia  manumissionis. 
[Copy  of  a  manumission.] 

Know  all  by  these  presents  that  we,  John  Pelham,  Knight,167  and 
John  Colbrand,  Esq.,  have  manumitted  and  made  free  William,  son  of 
Henry  at  Brygge,  our  born-serf,  and  have  discharged  him  from  every 
yoke  of  servitude  or  villainage,  so  that  neither  we  nor  our  heirs  can 
have  any  claim  of  servitude  against  him  for  the  future,  etc.  Sealed 
with  our  seals.  Dated  at  Laughton,  December  31,  the  eleventh  of 
Hen.  IV.  [1410]. 

Commissio  ad  mutuendum  pecunias  pro  Rege. 
[Commission  for  borrowing  money  for  the  King.] 

The  King  to  the  Ven.  Fathers  in  Christ  Thomas,  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  Primate  of  All  England,  etc.,  Robert,  Bishop  of  Chichester, 
and  to  our  dearest  cousin  Thomas,  Earl  of  Arundell.  Constitutes 
them  jointly  and  severally  the  recipients  of  certain  sums  of  money  to 
be  contributed  within  the  Archbishopric  and  Bishopric,  also  within 
the  Bishopric  of  Rochester  and  the  counties  of  Kent  and  Sussex. 
These  sums,  i.e.,  15ths  and  lOths  voted  in  the  last  Parliament 
by  the  laity,  to  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer  with  [fo.  56  v.]  all 
possible  speed.    Promise  to  keep  them  personally  indemnified.  All 

167  The  famous  Sir  John  Pelham,  Constable  of  Pevensey  Castle.  John  Colbrand 
of  Boreham  married  his  daughter  Agnes.  See  his  life  in  "  D.N.B.'"  The  Pelhams 
have  a  family  vault  at  Laughton,  "D.N.B.,"  xliv,  244. 
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arc  enjoined  to  give  their  assistance  to  the  speedy  execution  of  this 
order.  Witness  myself  at  Westminster,  June  13th,  in  the  eleventh 
year  of  our  reign.    By  the  King  himself  and  his  Council. 

Selby  (dupplicata). 

[In  French]  Depar  le  Koy  [on  the  King's  behalf]. 

"  Tres-reverentz  pores  en  Dieu  et  notre  treschier  et  foial  Cousins. 
Nous  vous  saluons  souvent."  Very-reverend  fathers  in  God  and  our 
very  dear  and  faithful  Cousins  we  greet  you  often.  The  last  Parlia- 
ment made  it  a  matter  of  great  importance  that  sufficient  ordnance 
should  be  provided  in  haste  for  the  guard  of  the  sea  and  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  country  of  Guyenne,  and  of  our  other  marches  as  well 
there  as  near  the  sea,  against  the  invasion  of  our  enemies,  and  that 
they  may  themselves  do  better.  They  therefore  granted  us  a  tenth 
and  a  half  and  a  fifteenth  and  a  half  to  raise  from  the  laity,  and  other 
subsidies  to  be  raised  after  Michaelmas  next.  But  we,  considering 
that  supplies  are  urgently  needed  before  Michaelmas,  pray  you  very 
dearly  to  induce  other  our  faithful  lieges  of  your  countries  to  lend  us 
between  you  and  them  the  sum  of  1000  marks,  and  to  present  this 
sum  for  the  receipt  of  our  exchequer  on  the  21st  of  July  next 
at  latest.  Security  to  be  given  and  repayment  guaranteed.  Do  not 
fail  as  we  trust  in  you,  and  as  you  desire  with  us  the  safety  of  our 
kingdom  and  marches.  Given  under  our  privy  seal  at  Westminster, 
June  19. 

Subscribed — As  tres  reverentz  peres  en  dieu  lercevesque  de  Cantirbire 
primat  de  tout  Engletere  notre  trescher  Cousin  levesque  de  Cicestre 
et  notre  trescher  &  foial  Cousin  le  Conte  Darundell  et  a  chacun 
de  eux. 

[In  French.    No  heading.] 

From  the  King  to  the  Bishop  of  Chichester.  Eeverend  Father  in 
God,  for  certain  needs  touching  the  good  of  ourselves  and  of  you  and 
of  all  our  kingdom,  and  also  of  our  rightful  heritage  in  the  parts 
thereabout,  we  pray  you  very  dearly  and  charge  you  that,  putting 
aside  all  excuse,  you  will  be  before  us  in  our  City  of  London  on 
Monday,  the  29th  of  August,  to  give  your  good  and  wise  advice  with 
the  other  estates  of  our  kingdom  ....  upon  matters  on  which  you 
will  be  informed  at  your  arrival.  Do  not  excuse  yourself  from 
attendance  nor  delay  your  coming,  as  you  desire  the  preservation  of 
our  honour  and  of  the  public  good  of  our  said  kingdom,  and  as  you 
will  answer  at  your  peril.  Given  under  our  privy  seal  at  the  Manor 
of  Fulhain,  July  29th. 
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[fo.  57-58.]    [No  heading.] 

Proceedings  against  Sir  John  Oldcastle.168 

Richard,  Bishop  of  London,  to  the  Bishop  of  Chichester  reciting 
letters  from  Thomas,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  A  convocation  of 
Prelates  and  Clergy  of  the  Province  of  Canterbury  was  lately  held  in 
the  Church  of  St.  Paul,  London,  treating  on  the  union  and  reforma- 
tion of  the  Church  of  England.  It  was  held  to  be  impossible  to 
repair  the  rents  in  the  seamless  coat  of  the  Lord  unless  first  certain 
magnates  of  the  kingdom,  aiders  and  abettors,  protectors,  defenders 
and  receivers  of  the  heretics  called  Lollards,  were  reprehended  and 
recalled,  if  it  should  be  necessary,  from  their  errors  by  the  censures 
of  the  Church  and  the  invocation  of  the  secular  arm.  It  was  announced 
that  Sir  John  Oldecastell,  Knight,  had  been  and  is  a  principal  re- 
ceiver, etc.,  of  the  same  Lollards,  that  he  has  promoted  and  attended 
their  preachings,  particularly  in  the  Dioceses  of  London,  Rochester, 
and  Hereford  [several  points  of  their  false  teaching  here  enumerated] . 
The  Convocation  hesitated  to  proceed  against  Oldecastell  because  the 
King  had  been  hitherto  on  friendly  terms  with  him  [cujus  adtunc 
idem  dominus  Johannes  familiaris  extiterat].  The  King,  therefore, 
being  consulted  at  his  manor  of  Kenington,  desired  that  proceedings 
should  be  suspended  till  he  had  used  his  personal  influence  to  bring 
him  back  to  the  unity  of  the  Church.  But  at  length,  because  the 
King  after  great  labour  had  failed  to  bring  him  back,  as  he  himself 
informed  us  both  by  speech  and  writing,  we  decided  to  summon  by 
our  letters  citatory  the  said  Lord  John,  who  was  then  in  the  Castle  of 
Kowlyng.  As  the  Archbishop's  messenger  was  forbidden  to  enter 
the  castle  without  leave,  access  to  Oldecastell  was  gained  through  one 
John  Boteler,  Ostiarius  of  the  King's  chamber,  but  he  declined  to 
obey  any  citation  even  as  from  the  King.  His  castle  being  little 
more  than  three  English  miles  distant  from  Rochester  Cathedral 
a  notice  of  citation  by  edict  was  publicly  fixed  on  the  doors  of  that 
Church  citing  him  to  appear  at  the  Castle  of  Leds  [Leeds],  the 
residence  at  that  time  of  the  Archbishop,  on  the  11th  of  September 
last.  The  Court  was  held  in  the  greater  Chapel  of  that  Castle,  and  it 
was  stated  that  the  said  Sir  John  was  fortifying  himself  in  his  castle 
and  defending  himself  in  his  opinions,  contemning  in  many  ways  the 
keys  of  the  Church  and  the  power  of  the  Archbishop.  Thereupon 
the  said  Lord  John  being  peremptorily  summoned  with  a  loud  voice, 
but  failing  to  appear,  we  pronounced  him  contumacious,  and  as  a 

168  This  letter  from  the  Archbishop  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  extracted  from 
the  Lambeth  Register,  Arundel,  ii,  fol.  141  v.,  is  printed  by  Wilkins,  Concilia, 
353—357. 
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punishment  for  his  contumacy  we  thou  and  there  excommunicated  him 
by  writing  and  ordered  a  fresh  citation  [fo.  57  v.]  to  be  issued  personally 
if  he  could  be  reached,  otherwise  by  edict,  that  he  should  appear  On 
the  Saturday  next  after  the  Feast  of  St.  Matthew,  Ap.  and  KvangJ 
when  he  was  to  show  cause  why  further  proceedings  should  not  be 
taken  against  him  as  against  a  public  heretic,  schismatic,  and  enemy 
and  adversary  of  the  Universal  Church,  why  also  he  ought  not  to  be  so 
pronounced,  and  the  help  of  the  secular  arm  solemnly  invoked  against 
him.  On  this  date,  Sept.  23rd,  the  Court  was  held  in  the  Chapter-house 
of  Stt  Paul,  London,  when  the  Archbishop's  assessors  were  Richard, 
Bishop  of  London,  and  Henry,  Bishop  of  Wynton.  Then  Dn.  Robert 
de  Morley,  Knt.,  Keeper  of  the  Tower  of  London,  brought  up  the 
said  Sir  John  Oldecastell,  Knt.,  and  placed  him  before  us,  to  whom 
full  explanation  of  the  previous  process  was  given  with  an  offer  of 
absolution  from  the  sentence  of  excommunication  pronounced  against 
him  for  contumacy.  He  paid  no  attention  to  this  offer,  but  obtaining 
leave  of  the  Court  to  read  a  profession  of  his  faith  he  took  out  of  his 
bosom  an  indented  schedule  and  read  it  publicly,  a  copy  of  which 
follows169  :— 

"  I  Johan  Oldecastell  Knyght  lord  of  Cobeham  wole  that  alle 
cristen  men  wit  &  undurstond  that  I  clepe  al  myghty  god  in  to 
witnesse  that  it  hath  ben  now  is  and  ever  with  the  helpe  of  god  schal 
bee  myne  entent  &  my  wille  to  bylefe  feithfulli  and  fulli  alle  the 
sacrements  that  evir  god  ordeynid  to  be  do  in  holy  chirch  and  more 
ovir  for  more  to  declare  me  in  the  foure  poyntis  I  be  lefe  that  the 
moste  worschipful  sacrement  of  the  auter  is  cristus  body  in  fourme  of 
bred  the  same  body  that  was  born  of  the  blessid  virgine  oure  ladi 
senct  Marie  doon  on  the  croos  ded  &  buried  the  thridde  day  roos  fro 
deth  to  life  the  which  bodi  is  now  glorified  in  hevene.  Also  as  for  the 
sacrement  of  penaunce  I  bi  lefe  that  it  is  nedful  to  every  man  that 
schal  be  savid  to  for  sake  synne  &  do  due  penaunce  for  his  synne  by 
for  doon  with  trewe  confession  verray  contricion  and  due  satisfaction  as 
goddus  lawe  lymitith  and  techith  &  ells  may  he  not  be  savid.  Which 
penaunce  I  desire  alle  men  to  doo.  And  as  of  ymagis  I  undurstonde 
that  they  be  not  of  beleefe  but  that  they  were  ordeynid  syth  the  bilefe 
was  gife  of  crist  by  suffraunce  of  the  church  to  be  kalunderis  to 
lewid  men  to  represente  &  bringe  to  mynde  the  passioun  of  oure  lorde 
Jesu  crist  and  martirdom  and  goode  lyvynge  of  other  senctis,  and 

169  rj^g  profession  0f  faith  and  the  questions  in  English  which  follow  are  printed 
literatim  in  Wilkins'  Concilia,  but  clearly  with  many  inaccuracies,  and  in  the 
Exeter  Register  of  Bp.  Stafford,  268.  They  are  also  included  in  modernized  Eng- 
lish in  the  various  editions  of  Fox's  Acts  and  Monuments.  Our  own  version,  how- 
ever, will  interest.    See  a  full  translation  in  Hook's  Archbishops,  iv,  512 — 524. 
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that  who  so  it  be  that  dooth  worschip  to  clede  ymagis  that  is  due  to 
god  or  puttith  feith  hope  or  trust  in  helpe  of  hem  as  he  sholde  do  to 
god  or  hath  affectioun  in  oon  more  then  in  a  nothir  he  doth  in  that  the 
grete  synne  of  mavvmetrie  [idolatry],  also  1  suppose  this  fully  that 
every  man  in  this  erth  is  a  pilgrim  to  warde  blisse  or  to  warde  peyne 
and  that  he  that  knoweth  not  ne  wil  not  knowe  ne  keepe  the  holy 
commaundementis  of  god  in  his  lyvyng  heer  al  be  hit  that  he  go  on 
pilgrimage  to  all  the  wordele  [sic,  world],  and  he  deye  [die]  so  he 
schal  be  dampnid  and  he  that  knowith  the  holy  commaundementis  of 
god  &  kepith  hem  to  his  ende  he  shal  be  savid  thoug  he  never  in  his 
liff  go  on  pilgrimage  as  men  use  now  to  Cawntourbury  or  to  rome  or 
to  ani  other  place." 

This  schedule  having  been  read  through  and  discussed  by  the  court, 
with  the  assistance  of  several  doctors  and  priests,  the  Archbishop 
said,  Look,  Sir  John,  in  this  schedule  many  things  are  contained,  and 
Catholic  enough,  but  you  have  now  time  to  reply  on  other  points 
which  have  a  flavour  of  error  and  heresy,  to  which  there  is  no  sufficient 
answer  in  your  schedule,  as,  e.g.,  to  whether  you  hold,  believe,  and 
affirm  that  in  the  Sacrament  of  the  Altar  after  Consecration  duly 
performed  there  remains  material  bread  or  not,  also  as  to  whether  in 
the  sacrament  of  penance  it  is  necessary  that  one  who  has  the 
opportunity  should  confess  his  sins  to  a  presbyter  ordained  by  the 
Church.    To  which  things  thus  said  Sir  John  Oldcastell  answered 
expressly  that  he  was  unwilling  to  make  any  further  declaration  nor 
to  answer  in  any  other  terms  than  those  contained  in  his  schedule. 
Whereupon  we  in  compassion  on  Sir  John  then  said  in  a  kind  and 
affable  way :   Take  care,  Sir  John,  because  if  you  do  not  answer 
clearly  to  these  points  proposed  to  you  in  the  time  now  granted  you 
we  shall  be  able,  if  ordered  by  the  judge,  to  pronounce  and  declare 
you  a  heretic.    But  Sir  John  held  himself  as  before  and  declined  to 
give  any  other  answer.    Subsequently  after  consultation  with  our  said 
,  brethren  and  others  of  our  Council  we  [fo.  58]  declared  to  Sir  John 
that  the  holy  Roman  and  Universal  Church,  following  in  this  matter 
the  sentences  of  the  blessed  Augustine,  Jerome,  and  Ambrose,  and 
other  Saints,  has  made  determination,  and  that  all  Catholics  ought  to 
i  observe  these  determinations.    He  replied  that  he  was  very  willing  to 
'  believe  and  observe  them  ;  but  that  our  Lord  the  Pope,  Cardinals, 
Archbishops  and  Bishops,  and  other  Prelates  of  the  Church  had  power 
|  of  making  such  determinations,  he  was  unwilling  then  in  any  way  to 
affirm.    Whereupon  we,  still  feeling  compassion  for  him  and  hoping 
{  for  better  deliberation,  promised  the  same  Sir  John  that  we  would 
j  issue  for  him  certain  determinations  on  the  matter  aforesaid  in  written 
!  Latin  terms  translated  for  the  more  easy  understanding  of  the  same 
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into  English,  on  which  wc  bid  him  and  cordially  asked  him  to  give 
a  full  and  clear  reply  on  the  Monday  following.  These  questions 
were  delivered  to  him  on  the  following  .Sunday. 

The  f'ayth  &  the  determinacioun  of  holi  church  touchyng  the  blisful 
sacrement  of  the  auter  is  this,  that  aftur  the  sacramental  wordis  ben 
sayde  by  a  prest  in  his  masse,  the  material  breed  that  was  by  fore  is 
turnid  in  to  cristus  verray  body  and  the  material  wyn  that  was 
by  fore  is  turnid  into  cristus- verray  bloode  and  so  ther  levith  in  the 
auter  no  material  bred  ne  material  wyn  the  which  were  there  bi  fore 
the  se'yinge  of  the  sacremental  wordis.  How  leve  ye  this  article,  holy 
churche  hath  determined  that  every  cristemene  (sic)  man  lyvynge  here 
bodilich  on  erthe  oughte  to  be  schrive  to  a  prest  ordrid  by  the  church 
if  he  may  come  to  him,  how  feele  ye  this  article.  Crist  ordeynid 
Seint  Petur  the  Apostole  to  ben  his  vicar  here  in  erth  whos  se  is  the 
church  of  Roome  ordeynid  &  grauntid  the  same  power  that  he  gaf  to 
Petur  scholde  succede  to  alle  Peteris  successours.  the  which  we  calle 
now  popes  of  Roome.  By  whos  pouer  in  churchis  particuler  spesial 
ben  ordeynid  prelatus  as  archebischopis  &  bischopis  curatus  &  other 
degres  to  whom  christen  men  ought  to  obey  aftur  the  lawes  of  the 
churche  of  Roome.  This  is  determinacioun  of  holy  church,  hou  fele 
ye  this  article :  holly  church  hath  determinid  that  it  is  nedful  to  a 
cristene  man  to  go  a  pilgrimage  to  holly  places  &  there  specially  to 
worshipe  holy  reliques  of  senctis,  apostolis,  marteris,  confessoris  and 
alle  senctis  approvid  by  the  chirche  of  Roome.  how  feele  ye  this  article. 

On  Monday,  September  25,170  there  being  associated  with  the 
assessors  aforesaid  Benedict,  Bishop  of  Bangor,171  Mr.  Henry  "Ware, 
official  of  the  Court  of  Canterbury,  Philip  Morgan,  U.J.D.,  Howele, 
Kyffyn,  Decr.D.,  John  Kempe  and  William  Carleton,  LL.D.,  and 
John  Wittenham,  Thomas  Palmere,  Robert  Wombewell,  John  Whithed, 
Robert  Chamberlayn,  Richard  Dodington  and  Thomas  Walden,  Sacre 
Pagine  Professores,  also  James  Cole  and  John  Stevenes,  our  notaries,  all 
and  each  being  sworn  on  the  Holy  Grospels,  etc.,  to  give  good  and  faithful 
counsel,  etc.,  without  hatred,  fear,  love,  or  favour.  Subsequently  Sir 
Robert  de  Morley  brought  up  Sir  John.  The  Archbishop  affably  and 
pleasantly  recites  the  acts  of  a  former  day,  reminds  him  how  he  had  been 
excommunicated,  and  asks  whether  he  is  prepared  to  seek  and  receive 
absolution  in  the  due  form  of  the  Church.  He  replied  that  he  asked 
for  no  absolution  from  us  in  this  regard,  but  only  from  Grod.  We 
then  asked  and  requested  him  kindly  and  courteously  to  give  a  reply 
to  the  questions  contained  in  the  schedule.    He  replied  to  the  first 

170  20th,  Wilkins'  text,  which  must  be  wrong. 

171  Benedict,  Bishop  of  Bangor,  omitted  by  Wilkins. 
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on  the  Sacrament  of  the  Eucharist  that  as  Christ  when  dwelling  here 
on  earth  had  in  Himself  Divinity  and  humanity,  yet  Divinity  veiled 
and  invisible  under  humanity,  which  in  Him  was  open  and  visible,  so 
in  the  Sacrament  of  the  Altar  there  is  true  body  and  true  bread, 
namely,  the  bread  which  we  see  and  the  body  of  Christ  veiled  under 
the  same  which  we  do  not  see.  He  expressly  denied  the  faith  of  the 
Roman  Church  as  sent  to  him  in  our  schedule  to  be  the  true  determina- 
tion of  the  Church.  But  if  it  is  the  determination  of  the  Church,  he  said 
that  it  was  made  against  holy  Scripture,  and  after  the  Church  had  been 
endowed  (dotata)  and  poison  had  been  poured  out  in  the  Church  and  not 
before.  As  to  the  Sacrament  of  Penance  and  Confession,  he  said  and 
asserted  expressly  that  if  any  one  was  in  a  grave  sin  from  which  he 
knew  not  how  to  rise  it  would  be  expedient  and  good  for  him  to  go  to 

;  some  holy  and  discreet  priest  (sacerdotem)  for  counsel  from  him,  but 
that  he  should  confess  his  sin  to  his  own  Curate  or  Presbyter,  even  if 

j  he  had  opportunity,  was  not  necessary  to  salvation,  because  sin  of 

!  this  kind  could  be  blotted  out  and  the  sinner  himself  cleansed  by 

j  contrition  only.  About  the  adoration  of  the  holy  cross,  he  said  and 
asserted  that  only  the  body  of  Christ,  which  hung  upon  the  cross, 
ought  to  be  adored,  because  that  body  alone  was  and  is  the  adorable 
cross.  And  being  asked  what  honour  he  would  do  to  the  image  of 
the  cross  itself,  he  answered  in  express  words  that  the  only  honour  he 
would  do  would  be  to  keep  it  clean  and  place  it  in  good  custody. 

J  As  to  the  power  of  the  keys,  our  lord  the  Pope,  Archbishops,  Bishops, 
and  other  Prelates,  he  said  that  the  Pope  was  true  Antichrist,  that  is, 

(the  head  of  the  same,  the  Archbishops,  Bishops,  and  also  other 
Prelates  his  limbs,  and  the  friars  (fratres)  his  tail  ;  and  that  to  the 
Pope,  Archbishops,  and  Prelates  no  obedience  should  be  paid,  except 
in  so  far  as  they  were  imitators  of  Christ  and  Peter  in  life,  character, 

j  and  conversation  ;  and  that  he  is  the  successor  of  Peter  who  is  better 
I  in  life  and  purer  in  character  and  no  other.  Further,  the  same  John 
said  with  a  loud  voice,  spreading  out  his  hands  and  addressing  the 
;  bystanders  :  'Those  who  judge  and  wish  to  condemn  me  will  seduce 
j  you  all172  and  themselves  and  will  lead  you  to  hell.  Therefore  be  on 
your  guard  against  them.'  Which  things  having  been  thus  said  by 
I  him  we  again  and  frequently  with  weeping  countenance  addressed 
Sir  John,  exhorting  him  with  such  words  as  we  could  to  return  to  the 
unity  of  the  Church,  to  believe  and  hold  what  the  Roman  Church 
'  believes  and  holds.  But  he  answered  expressly  that  he  neither 
believed  nor  held  otherwise  than  he  expressed  above.  Seeing  therefore 
that  we  could  make  no  further  progress  herein,  as  it  appeared,  at 

*'2  "Omnes"  omitted  by  Wilkins. 
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length  with  bitterness  of  heart  wo  proceeded  to  the  utterance  of  the 
definitive  sentence  in  this  manner. 

[The  sentence  is  transcribed  in  full  and  fills  nearly  a  page  of  the 
MS.  He  is  handed  over  to  the  secular  judgment  as  an  incorrigible 
heretic.  All  who  receive  and  defend  his  errors  are  excommunicated 
and  denounced,  and  this  sentence  is  to  be  read  publicly  [fo.  59]  in  the 
mother  tongue  in  all  Churches  within  the  province.  Dated  Maydeston, 
October  10.  The  injunction  by  the  Bishop  of  London,  dated  Hade- 
ham,  October  23,  IMS.] 

[No  heading.] 

[Summons  to  a  Convocation  for  mutual  counsel  on  the  Lollards.] 

Letter  to  the  Bishop  of  Chichester  from  lliehard,  Bishop  of  London, 
reciting  a  letter  from  Thomas,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  received  on 
the  18th  day  of  the  present  month  of  October,  to  this  effect.173  Not 
without  bitterness  of  heart  we  bewail  that  in  the  most  choice 
(specialissimo)  garden  of  our  Mother  the  Church  of  England,  who  for 
a  long  time  among  the  other  Churches  of  the  World  has  been  wont  to 
bring  up  her  sons  conspicuous  in  the  fruitfulness  of  orthodox  faith, 
gathering  them  as  a  hen  under  her  wings,  that  execrable  plague  of 
Lollardry  has  infected  some,  which,  spreading  by  its  own  corruption, 
grows  unwontedly  strong,  and  alas,  grievous  to  say,  enough  and  too 
long  have  schisms,  seditions,  and  heresies  arisen  enormously  from  this 
plague,  whose  professors  strive  to  demolish  the  Church  of  Christ  and 
in  its  place  to  construct  a  Church  of  malignants  altogether  alien  from 
the  Holy  Universal  Church.  And  unless  in  opposition  the  royal 
assistance  of  the  most  Christian  Prince  in  Christ,  our  most  noble 
King,174  being  zealous  for  the  law  of  Christ,  had  come  to  the  support 
of  our  weakness  (which,  unchecked175  through  gentleness,  we  see  to 
be  seizing  such  backsliders,  without  the  help  of  our  illustrious  King 
himself,  our  famous  Mathathias,  by  means  of  the  said  inciters  to 
iniquity  and  apostates  from  the  law  of  Grod),  we  should  fear  that 
the  boat  of  our  faith  with  its  whole  treasure  of  the  Sacraments  of  the 
Church  would  fail,  not  being  able  to  resist  such  great  storms  and  so 
many  whirlwinds,  and  failing  would  perish  by  shipwreck  through  such 
perverse  leaders  treading  down  the  pearls  of  the  Lord's  word  and 
defiling  the  ornaments  of  the  faith,  who  like  foxes  in  their  holes 

1?3  No  trace  of  this  summons  to  Convocation  or  of  the  Convocation  itself  is  to  be 
found  in  Wilkins'  Concilia, 
W  Henry  V. 

lT°  The  MS.  here  has  "in  unam  et  mansuetudine,"  which  is  clearly  corrupt.  It 
might  be  "  immunem  ex  mansuetudine." 
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among  Catholics  have  settled  in  onr  midst  as  heathen  or  at  least  as 
Jebusites. 

Contemplating  therefore  with  the  inner  edge  of  our  mind  that  our 
brethren,  fellow-Bishops,  Suffragans  of  our  holy  Church  (lest,  which 
G-od  forbid,  this  pestilent  infectious  slip  (plantula)  should  grow  up 
into  a  strong  tree  of  wickedness,  as  a  necessary  thing  for  obviating 
so  great  mischiefs)  should  be  called  together  that  this  business  against 
heretical  pravity  might  be  prosperously  undertaken  in  our  times  to 
the  Glory  of  (rod  and  the  increase  of  the  faith,  and  that  what  remedies 
are  required  might  be  more  easily  found  out  from  so  many  and  so 
great  deliberations.  Reflecting  also  that  when  we  are  all  gathered 
together  and  are  marching  on  with  one  accord  with  level  shoul- 
ders we  shall  take  away  the  clamour  of  the  people,  which  perhaps 
erroneously  conceives  that  we  should  seem  to  be  sufficient  of 
ourselves  as  of  ourselves  having  the  Eoyal  assistance,  as  it  is 
most  Christianly  and  Catholicly  granted,  to  proceed  in  the  Cause  of 
G-od  without  our  brethren  meeting  together  with  us.1'6  Where- 
fore we  decree,  entrust,  and  command  your  brotherhood  that  you 

cite  or  cause  to  be  cited  peremptorily,  etc  that  our  brethren, 

the  fellow-Bishops,  with  the  Clergy  of  more  advanced  character,  life, 
and  knowledge  of  their  [fo.  59  v.~]  cities  and  dioceses  ....  though 
some  for  business  of  this  sort  and  our  mandates  are  often  certified  as 
cited  yet  are  not  specifically  cited,  nor  do  they  appear,  all  and  each  as 
they  desire  to  be  reputed  and  held  faithful  for  the  defence  of  the 
faith  which  will  be  then  handled,  are  to  appear  personally,  and  the 
Chapters  and  Convents  by  one,  and  the  Clergy  of  each  Diocese,  whom 
as  the  others  we  by  no  means  intend  to  hold  excused,  by  two  sufficient 
and  literate  proctors  approved  as  well  in  Divine  as  in  human  law  .... 
these  to  appear  before  us  in  the  Church  of  St.  Paul,  London,  on  the 
20th  of  November  next  to  come  with  continuation  and  prorogation, 

i  etc  for  the  defence  and  unity  of  the  faith,  the  bringing  back  of 

,  wanderers  from  it,  and  the  reformation  of  the  English  Church  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Most  High.  Those  who  wilfully  abstain  from 
attendance  or  depart  without  leave  before  the  business  is  completed 
are  liable  to  the  sequestration  of  their  benefices.    Any  wdiose  absence 

!  implies  suspicion  of  heresy  will  be  certified  to  the  Apostolic  See. 

'  Report  to  be  made.    Dated  Mortlake,  October  14,  1413. 

The  Bishop  of  London  requires  compliance  with  these  directions. 

i  Dated  Hadham  Manor,  October  20. 

176  This  passage  is  very  baffling,  probably  through  scribal  errors.  The  sense 
\  given  above  can  only  be  reached  by  changing  '  Christianissime  Chatholica'  of  the 
jjj  text  to  '  Christianissime  et  Catholice.'  The  Latin  of  this  passage  will  be  given  in. 
I  the  appendix. 
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[No  heading.] 

[A  mandate  for  religious  processions  with  Special  prayers  appointed.] 

Richard,  Bishop  of  London,  to  Robert,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  reciting 
a  circular  letter  of  Thomas,  Archbishop  of*  Canterbury.  "We  give 
thanks  to  Thee,  Almighty  God,  for  all  Thy  blessings,  and  especially 
because  though  Thou  dost  suffer  Peter's  boat,  even  that  of  England, 
to  be  agitated  by  various  perils  and  buffeted  by  the  whirlwinds  of 
heresies,  errors,  and  schisms,  Thou  dost  not  suffer  her  to  perish 
utterly,  nor  her  revilers  [fo.  60]  corruptly  leavened  by  this  pestilent 
and  novel  doctrine,  who  are  plotting  to  put  Synagogue  for  Church, 
schism  for  faith,  tares  for  wheat,  and  Heathen  for  Catholic  under 
the  mask  of  their  feiyned  and  simulated  sanctity,  which  works 
most  strongly  for  division,  to  gain  the  victory.  And  oh !  how 
much  assistance  and  help  do  we  consider  that  the  magnanimous 
highness  of  our  most  victorious  Prince  and  most  Christian  Lord 
the  present  King  secures  to  us  herein,  sucb  an  one  as  from  the 
days  of  old  we  do  not  read  of,  nor  do  even  the  chronicles  or  the 
records  of  his  noble  progenitors,  the  renowned  Kings  of  England, 
tell  of  so  many  multiplified  heretics  and  schismatics  enemies  of  the 
Church  as  have  arisen  among  us.177  Wherein  we  see  that  Almighty 
God  has  magnified  his  mercy  with  us  to  the  Church  itself  in  that  He 
has  given  our  said  lord  the  King  to  be  at  the  same  time  and  at  once 
a  prince  and  prelate  for  the  Church,  who,  by  presenting  himself  as  an 
athlete  for  flock  and  fold,  Clergy  and  people,  extends  due  animadversion 
against  those  who  transgress  the  law  of  God  and  his  own  law,  nor 
does  he  grow  slack  when  he  should  punish  the  perfidious  unbelievers 
in  Christ  and  himself.  Him  indeed  has  the  Most  High  reserved  for 
these  evil  days  and  for  the  world  lying  in  wickedness  at  this  end  of 
time,  who  has  roused  himself  against  Leviathan  given  to  us  as  the 
light  and  brightness  of  the  army  of  Christ  to  lighten  the  gentiles  and 
for  the  glory  of  his  people,  who  has  risen  up  against  this  impious 
enemy  of  the  Church,  John  Oldecastell,  erring  in  his  apostacy  from 
our  faith,  and  against  his  accomplices  and  abettors,  and  his  multiplied 
heresies,  errors,  and  schisms.  May  our  King  then  live,  live,  and  live 
for  ever,  by  whose  Divine  Providence  defending  the  tribe  of  Levi  for 
an  everlasting  Priesthood  Achitofel  with  his  infernal  counsel  of  lying 
has  come  to  nought. 

And  that  to  the  glory  of  His  name  who  has  conferred  so  great 
and  so  many  benefits  upon  you,  for  the  good  state  and  expedition 

w  This  sentence  is  constructionally  faulty.  The  meaning  appears  to  be  some- 
thing as  above. 
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of  the  King  and  for  the  exaltation  of  our  Faith  we  may  brandish 
our  prayers  and  tears  as  weapons  with  the  heavenly  host,  and  in 
union  with  them  suppliantly  implore  the  mercy  of  the  Most  High, 
we  commit   and   enjoin   to    your   fraternity    [with  these  objects, 
namely],  that  the  most  Christian  prince  in  Christ,  our  lord  the 
King,  may  very  long  be  prospered  in  all  good  to  the  praise  of  God  and 
the  good  of  His  Church  ;  and  that  Almighty  Grod  of  the  bowels  of  His 
tender  mercy  may  turn  away  from  us  His  wrath  and  this  trouble, 
which  we  fear  as  a  punishment,  and  may  pour  it  upon  the  people  who 
have  not  called  upon  His  name  ;  that  also  disturbance  may  cease  ;178 
that  our  one  and  universal  faith  may  remain  firm  and  secure ;  that 
heresies,  schisms,  and  errors,  and  their  author,  the  beresiarch  of  such 
criminal  wickedness,  namely  John  Oldcastell  and  the  manifold  enemies 
of  the  Church  may  be  quelled,  you  make  and  order  to  be  made  through 
our  City  of  London  on  each  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday  (secimdis 
quartis  et  sextis  feriis),  as  on  the  15th  of  this  January  we  made  in  the 
King's  presence,  processions,  solemn  wonted  and  accustomed,  with 
I  chanting  of  the  Litany  and  the  Prayer — '  Crush,  0  Lord,  we  pray  Thee, 
!  the  pride  of  our  heretical  enemies,  and  by  the  power  of  Thy  right 
J  hand  lay  them  low,  that  iniquity  may  not  prevail  against  justice,  but 
i  falsehood  may  always  be  overcome  by  truth,  through  our  Lord,  etc' 
|  Also  the  Secret  a.  '  By  the  virtue  of  this  mystery  we  beg  Thee,  O  Lord, 
ft  may  we  be  both  cleansed  from  our  secret  faults  and  set  free  from  the 
i  snares  of  our  heretical  enemies,  through  our  Lord,  etc'   Post  Com- 
munion.   '  May  the  participation  of  this  so  holy  mystery  purify  us, 
j  we  pray  Thee,  O  Lord,  and  bring  to  us  alike  expiation  and  defence, 
through,  etc'  " 

These  prayers,  as  premised,  we  specially  will  and  command  to  be 
said  in  your  Cathedral  Church  and  through  your  Cathedral,  Con- 
ventual, and  other  Churches,  and  those  of  our  said  Suffragan  Fellow- 
Bishops,  commanding  moreover  and  firmly  enjoining  that  all  and 
singular  our  Fellow-Bishops  and  Suffragans  of  our  Province  of  Canter- 
bury make  wonted  and  solemn  processions  through  their  cities  and 
dioceses,  Cathedral,  Conventual,  and  other  Churches,  according  to  the 
premises  as  is  aforesaid,  on  the  same  days,  by  no  means  desisting 

|  until  they  have  received  other  instructions  from  us  by  way  of  mandate. 

\  And  that  we  may  stir  up  the  minds  of  the  faithful  to  the  premises  by 
the  attractive  grants  of  indulgences  of  the  boundless  mercy  of  Almighty 

[Grod  and  of  His  most  glorious  Mother  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  of  the 

:  blessed  Apostles  Peter  and  Paul,  also  trusting  in  the  merits  and 

!j  178  "  Cesset  quassatio,"  Ps.  cv,  30,  Et  stetit  Phinees  et  placavit :  et  cessavit 
i,  quassatio, 
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prayers  of  Saints  Alphego  and  Thomas,  martyrs,  our  Patrons,  and  of 
all  Saints,  to  all  Christ's  worshippers  through  our  Province  of  Canter- 
bury wherever  they  may  be,  truly  repenting  of  their  sins,  contrite, 
and  confessed,  who  have  taken  part  in  the  said  processions  and  have 
piously  and  devoutly  prayed  for  the  state  of  the  Church  and  of  the 
King  and  kingdom,179  also  for  the  expiation180  of  the  perfidious 
Lollards,  enemies  of  the  Church  and  of  the  Catholic  Faith,  forty  days 
of  indulgence  on  each  occasion  we  grant  by  these  presents.  And 
what  you  may  do  in  the  premises  certify  us  duly  in  your  letters 
patent  bearing  this  tenor  signed  with  your  seal.  Given  in  our 
London  hospice,  January  21st,  1413-4,  and  in  the  eighteenth  year  of 
our  translation. 

The  Bishop  of  London  briefly  recapitulates  the  main  points,  and 
dates,  Hadham  Manor,  January  28. 

[fo.  60  v.]    [No  heading.] 
[Order  for  the  publication  of  the  new  Provincial  Constitution.] 

Eichard,  Bishop  of  London,  to  the  Bishop  of  Chichester,  reciting 
letters  received  from  Henry  [Chicheley],  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
Whereas  in  our  Provincial  Council  lately  celebrated  in  the  Church  of 
St.  Paul,  London,  a  constitution  concerning  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction 
was  published  by  the  decree  of  the  Council  and  the  expressed  will  and 
consent  of  the  Prelates,  a  copy  is  now  attached  hereto  for  publication 
in  the  several  dioceses  of  the  Province.  Certify  to  us  about  Christmas 
next  by  your  letters  patent  that  this  has  been  done.  Given  in  our 
manor  of  Croydon,  October  23,  1413,  and  in  the  first  year  of  our 
Translation.  The  order  endorsed  by  the  Bishop  of  London  at  the 
Palace,  London,  November  (5. 


[fo.  60  v.]    [No  heading.] 
[The  Constitution  referred  to  above.] 
"  Cum  ex  eo." 

Whereas  in  regard  to  the  fact  that  laymen  and  married  Clergy,  also 
bigamists,  presume  to  exercise  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  and  to  investi- 
gate and  enquire  concerning  crimes  and  excesses  which  belong  to  thef 
jurisdiction  (forum)  and  coercion  of  the  Church,  sometimes  in  their 
own  name,  sometimes  under  the  shadow  and  veil  of  another  person's, 

179  Religious  processions  for  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  were  ordered  in  the  Con- 
stitutions of  Cardinal  Ottobon  on  Trinity  Monday  every  year.  Lyndewode'si 
Provinciate,  ed.  Paris,  1506.    (Supplement,  fo.  68.) 

180  Sic.    ?  Pro  extirpatione. 
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and  to  punish  and  correct  such  offences  and  to  decree  letters  of 
excommunication  and  suspension,  and  there  are,  who  are  correctors 
of  such  affairs,  scribes  and  registrars  aud  keej)ers  of  the  same 
registers,  the  Church  suffers  no  small  scandal,  and  ecclesiastical 
authority  and  censure  are  alike  vilified.  We,  therefore,  wishing  to 
meet  this  scandal  and  to  provide  for  the  honour  and  fair  fame  of  the 
Church  by  imitating  the  steps  of  the  sacred  Canons,  by  the  authority 
of  the  present  Council  ordain  and  decree  that  no  layman  nor  cleric, 
married  or  twice  married,  by  any  pretext  under  his  own  or  another's 
name  within  our  Province  of  Canterbury  for  the  future  shall  exercise 
spiritual  jurisdiction  of  any  kind.  Nor  in  cases  of  corrections,  namely, 
when  the  process  is  for  the  correction  of  a  soul,  or  when  it  is  from  the 
office  of  a  judge,  shall  then  be  concerned  any  scribe  or  registrar  or 
keeper  of  the  corrections  of  a  register.  And  in  case  any  ordinary  of 
lower  rank  than  a  Bishop  or  one  who  holds  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction 
shall  presume  to  take,  receive,  or  after  the  space  of  two  months  from 
the  publication  of  this  constitution  knowingly  to  tolerate  or  retain  in 
any  official  jurisdiction  of  this  kind  a  layman  or  married  clerk  or  even 
a  bigamist,  or  when  admitted  or  hereafter  to  be  admitted  shall  not 
actually  remove  him,  let  him  ipso  facto  incur  the  penalty  of  suspension 
from  the  exercise  of  this  jurisdiction  and  from  entering  the  Church. 
Moreover  citations,  processes,  sentences,  things  acted  and  done  what- 
ever they  be  by  the  same  laity,  married  Clergy,  or  bigamists  had  or 
done  in  the  premisses  or  in  any  of  the  premisses  in  the  way  above 
expressed  shall  be  ipso  jure,  null,  quashed,  and  void.  And  the  same 
married  Clergy,  those  twice  married,  and  laity  who  rush  into  (se 
ingerentes)  the  offices  premised  or  any  of  them  against  the  prohibition 
of  the  present  Council  shall  ipso  facto  incur  the  sentence  of  greater 
excommunication.181 

[fo.  61.]    [No  heading.] 
[Subsidy  for  the  support  of  Papal  nuncios  and  of  the  English 
assessors  at  Constance.] 

The  Bishop  to  our  Archdeacon  or  his  official.  Letters  received  on 
,  October  25th  from  Richard,  Bishop  of  London,  recite  those  of  Henry, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury.    At  the  late  Provincial  Council,  held  at 

181  The  recension  of  this  important  Constitution  given  in  our  text  is  no  doubt 
earlier  than  that  in  the  editions  of  Lyndewode's  Provinciate,  Paris,  1505,  fo.  lxvi; 
Oxford,  1679,  p.  128.    Unfortunately  it  has  been  very  carelessly  copied,  indeed 

!]  bhe  latter  sentences  would  have  been  partly  unintelligible  but  for  the  printed  copies. 

: These  contain  elaborate  glosses,  making  a  full  commentary  on  the  text.    A  pen 

I  aas  been  drawn  across  this  entry  from  corner  to  corner. 

\        YOL.  Yin,  M 
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St.  Paul's,  London,  it  was  necessary  to  make  provision  for  the  charges 
and  expenses  of  the  Apostolic  nuncios  then  present  in  the  City  of 
London  and  of  the  other  prelates  of  the  Province  about  to  cross  to  the 
general  Council  to  be  celebrated  in  the  City  of  Constance  for  the 
reformation  of  the  state  of  the  Universal  Church.  The  Bishops  and 
Clergy  therefore  granted  a  subsidy  of  2d.  in  the  £  from  taxed  and 
12d.  in  the  mark  from  untaxed  benefices,  with  certain  exceptions 
[specified].  The  subsidy  to  be  paid  before  the  Feast  of  St.  Andrew  to 
Mr.  John  Kempe,  Dean  of  our  Church  of  the  Blessed  Mary  de 
Arcubus,  London,  and  to  Mr.  John  Perche,  Registrar  of  our  Court  of 
Canterbury,  our  Receivers.  Full  particulars  to  be  sent  in  before  the 
Octave  of  St.  Martin.  Given  at  our  Manor  of  Croydon,  October  22, 
1414. 

Injunctions  from  the  Bishop  of  London  as  to  ascertaining  the 
full  value  of  benefices,  [fo.  61  v.]  Given  in  our  Palace,  London, 
October  27.  The  Bishop  of  Chichester  gives  orders  in  accordance 
with  the  above,  the  property  of  the  poor  nuns  of  Eseborne,  Eouspare, 
and  Levemenster,  and  the  Churches  of  Cotys,  Ilisham  [Isleham], 
and  the  Vicarage  of  Benestede,  which  had  been  destroyed  and  .too 
much  impoverished,  and  certain  benefices  below  100  shillings  per  ann. 
alone  excepted  ....    Given  at  Aldyngborne,  November  11,  1414. 

Ordinacio  Yicarie  de  Upmerdon. 
[Margin.]    [Ordinance  of  the  Vicarage  of  Upmerdon.] 

To  all  sons  of  holy  Mother  Church  to  whom  the  present  letters 
shall  come,  Robert,  etc.,  eternal  health  in  the  Lord.  Whereas  we,  at 
the  instance  and  petition  of  the  Eeligious  women  Margery,  Prioress, 
and  the  nuns  of  Eseborne  of  our  Diocese,  considering  and  regarding 
the  manifest  poverty  of  the  Prioress  and  nuns,  have  annexed,  appro- 
priated, and  incorporated,  and  by  our  pontifical  and  ordinary  authority 
have  granted  to  the  aforesaid  Prioress  and  Convent  and  Priory  the 
Parish  Churches  of  Upmerdon  and  Compton  of  our  said  Diocese  for 
true  and  lawful  reasons,  of  which  full  mention  is  made  in  the  appro- 
priations of  the  two  Churches  made  by  us,  sufficient  portions  being 
reserved  and  deducted  for  the  Vicars  of  the  aforesaid  Churches; 
considering,  however,  that  it  is  incumbent  on  the  pastoral  office  in 
making  provision  for  the  poor  to  observe  the  rules  of  equity  and 
reason,  lest  in  bountifully  supplying  the  need  of  some  one  may  cause 
loss  to  others,  accordingly  we  proceed  in  this  manner  to  an  arrange- 
ment of  the  portion  of  the  Vicar  of  the  Church  of  Upmerdon  for  the 
time  being,  invoking  the  name  of  God,  with  the,  expressed  will  and 
assent  of  the  Prioress  and  nuns, 


BISHOP  REDE'S  REGISTER. 


163 


First  we  ordain,  decree,  and  define  that  the  Vicar  of  Upmerdon  for 
the  time  being  there  shall  have  the  manse  and  habitation  due  and 
accustomed  to  the  Eector  of  old,  with  all  lands  and  houses  pertaining 
to  the  same  Rectory,  except  one  house  between  the  grange  and 
chamber  situated  on  the  north  of  the  Rectory  and  except  two  shillings 
of  the  annual  rent  of  one  cottage  and  one  acre  of  land  with  appur- 
tenances let  to  Richard  Stygant  (?)  and  Agnes  his  wife,  reserved  to  the 
Prioress  and  nuns  and  their  successors.  The  said  Vicar  shall  receive 
all  the  obventions  of  the  Altar  as  well  of  the  Mother  Church  as  of  the 
Chapel  of  Westmerdon.  Also  he  shall  have  all  the  tithes  greater  and 
lesser  [fo.  62]  of  the  manor  of  the  Earl  of  Arundell  at  Upmerdon  on 
the  side  of  the  east  bound  called  Mark,  that  is  to  say,  of  Upmerdon  up 
to  the  bounds  called  the  Gratjjost  langedone,  longebegh,  and  to  the  new 
hedge  on  the  north  and  west,  and  up  to  the  bound  called  G-laslond 
and  on  to  the  gate  on  the  King's  highway  at  Longethorn  and  from 
Longethorn  up  to  the  white  mount  between  the  Haselet  and  Water- 
gate up  to  Beynstede.  And  he  shall  have  all  the  tithes  greater  and 
lesser  of  the  lands  of  Thornden  (sic)  Prat,  Thomas  Smyth,  John  Prat, 
Geoffrey  Awode,  and  Roger  Bouyere  up  to  the  bounds  aforesaid.  Also 
he  shall  have  all  the  smaller  tithes  of  West  Merdon,  Watergate,  Col- 
pays,  and  Norwode,  except  wool  and  lamb.  Also  2  farm  horses  (affri), 
6  oxen  going  in  the  Haselet  from  Hokeday  to  the  gule  of  August182  in 
the  separate  pasture  of  the  said  Earl  and  afterwards  in  the  common 
and  on  his  own  lands.  Also  he  shall  have  100  wethers  [multones]  and 
50  ewes  [oves  matrices]  going  on  the  Lye  and  Langedon.  Also 
12  lambs  going  on  Langedon  and  4  lambs  on  the  land  of  Polyng  there 
up  to  the  Eeast  of  Michael.  Also  one  boar  and  12  pigs  going  on  the 
lands  of  the  same  lord  the  Earl,  as  the  Rectors  beforetime  have  been 
accustomed  to  have  pastured  and  fed  on  the  lands  of  the  lord  Earl. 

The  Vicar  and  his  successors  for  the  portion  assigned  to  them  are 
to  pay  the  Archdeacon  6s.  8d.,  also  to  the  Church  of  Chichester  for 
indemnity  3s.  4d.,  and  other  charges  ordinary  and  extraordinary  to 
which  the  Church  of  Upmerdon  and  Chapel  of  Westmerdon  have  been 
liable  as  of  old  (tenths  due  to  the  King,  synodals,  annual  indemnity  to 
us  and  the  Archdeacon  of  Chichester,  and  pensions  due  to  the  Prior 
and  Convent  of  Lewes  for  the  repair  of  the  Chancel  of  Upmerdon 
alone  excepted).  All  wrhich  charges  the  Prioress  and  Convent  shall 
always  pay  for  the  future.  Saving  Episcopal  rights  of  correcting, 
declaring,  interpreting,  and  supplying  as  may  be  required  in  regard  to 
the  present  union  and  appropriation,  etc.,  of  this  Ordinance,  of  which 

132  Hoke  or  Hoch-day,  the  second  or  third  Tuesday  after  Easter.  Gule  of  August, 
or  Lammas  Day,  the  first  of  August. 
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one  copy  is  to  be  retained  by  the  SistcrH  of  EHeborne,  the  other  by  the 
Vicar.  Sealed  with  the  Bishop's  Heal  and  with  the  common  Heal  of 
the  Priory.    Given  at  A ldyngborne,  August  20,  1414. 

Ordinacio  annue  pencionis  ecclesie  de  Northeharn  domino  Jobanni188 
Barton  nuper  Rectori  ibidem  concesse. 
[Margin.]  [Ordinance  of  an  Annual  Pension  of  the  Church  of  Northiam 
granted  to  Dn.  John183  (sic)  Barton,  lately  Rector  there.] 

Robert,  etc.,  to  our  beloved  ....  Richard  Barton.  Although  you 
lately  resigned  into  our  hands  your  Church  of  Northeharn  spon- 
taneously and  freely,  because  you  are  broken  down  by  age  and 
weakened  in  sight  by  palsy  of  the  eyes,  and  for  many  years  incurably 
troubled  with  heavy  sickness,  as  notoriously  you  are  now  troubled,  so 
that  you  are  no  longer  able  duly  to  discharge  the  sacraments  or 
sacramentals  for  the  parishioners  of  the  Church,  we,  however,  anxious 
that  you  should  not  be  driven  to  beg,  have  assigned  to  you  from  the 
revenues  of  the  said  Church  twelve  marks  sterling  for  your  relief,  so 
that  whoever  shall  be  the  Rector  of  the  same  Church  [fo.  62  v.] 
shall  be  bound  to  pay  you  this  sum  in  two  equal  portions,  at  Easter 
and  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  as  long  as  your  life  continues,  taking 
oath  to  this  effect  looking  upon  the  Holy  Gospels  (inspectis  sacro- 
sanctis  Dei  Evangeliis).    Dated  Aldyngborne,  October  25,  1414. 

[Margin.]    Ordinacio  Vicarie  de  Compton. 
[Ordinance  of  the  Vicarage  of  Compton.] 

The  Bishop's  letters  patent  at  the  instance  of  the  Prioress  of  Eseborne 
to  the  same  effect  as  those  above  relating  to  Upmerdon  (p.  162).  The 
Vicar  to  have  the  Rectory-manse,  i.e.,  the  hall  with  its  chambers,  the 
kitchen  with  the  chambers  annexed  to  it,  and  the  garden  as  it  is 
enclosed  with  walls  and  hedges,  on  the  west  side  of  the  grange  and  of 
the  doors  of  the  said  Rectory  barn.  Also  he  shall  have  the  greater 
and  lesser  tithes,  oblations,  and  obventions,  except  the  tithe  of  the 
wool  of  200  wethers  of  the  Prioress  and  Convent,  if  any  one  of  the 
same  parish  happens  to  have  wethers  or  ewes  fed  on  their  own 
pastures.  Also  all  the  greater  and  lesser  tithes  at  Sentholte  and  four 
acres  of  land  in  Compton,  of  which  one  acre  called  Blakacre  lies  in 
the  field  called  Northfeld,  and  one  acre  called  Corkacre  lies  at 
Wyk  thorn  (?),  and  one  acre  called  Taylledacre  lies  in  Westfeld,  and 
one  acre  lies  at  Tyresthorn  on  the  south  side.    And  the  same  Vicar 
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and  his  perpetual  successors  to  be  instituted  in  the  same  Vicarage  for 
the  portion  assigned  to  them  shall  pay  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Chichester 
a  procuration,  namely,  vjs  viijd.  Also  he  shall  pay  for  synodals  xviijd, 
and  he  shall  find  two  procvssionaUa  or  processional  wax  candles  to 
serve  in  the  Chancel  (the  tenth  to  our  lord  the  King,  the  annual 
indemnity  to  us,  our  Cathedral  Church,  and  the  Archdeacon  of 
Chichester,  and  the  pensions  due  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Lewes 
for  the  repair  of  the  Chancel  of  Compton  being  alone  excepted). 

[fo.  63.]  [These  all  to  be  paid  by  the  Prioress  and  nuns.  Conclud- 
ing clauses  and  date,  etc.,  as  above.] 

And  we,  Margery,  Prioress  of  Eseborne,  and  the  Convent  of  the 
same  place,  accepting  the  Ordinance  aforesaid  and  ratifying  all  and 
singular  its  contents,  so  far  as  it  concerns  us,  in  testimony  of  all  the 
premisses  have  attached  our  common  seal  to  the  present  letters. 
Given  in  our  Chapter-house  of  Eseborne  aforesaid,  August  26th,  in 
the  year  aforesaid. 

[Margin.]    Alfriston  and  F[leching].18t 

To  all  the  sons  of  holy  Mother  Church  who  shall  inspect  the  present 
letters,  Eobert,  etc.  We  bring  to  the  notice  of  you  all  by  the  tenor  of 
these  presents  that  whereas  the  most  illustrious  prince  and  lord,  Lord 
Henry,  by  the  grace  of  Gi-od  King  of  England  and  France  and  Lord 
of  Ireland,  has  lately  of  his  special  grace  by  his  letters  patent  granted 
and  given  licence  for  himself  and  his  heirs,  so  far  as  in  him  was,  to  his 
beloved  in  Christ  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Michelham  that  they 
should  cause  to  be  appropriated  to  them  and  their  Priory  of  M. 
the  Parish  Churches  of  Alfricheston  and  F.  in  the  County  of  Sussex, 
and  that  they  should  hold  for  their  own  uses  them  thus  appropriated 
to  themselves  and  their  successors  for  ever  for  the  help  and  support 
of  the  burdens  incumbent  on  them  without  action  or  impediment  of 
the  King  himself,  or  of  his  Justices,  Escheators,  Sheriffs,  Bailiffs,  or 
ministers  whomsoever,  the  Statute  against  holding  lands  and  tene- 
ments in  mortmain  notwithstanding,  provided  always  that  the  Vicarages 
of  the  Churches  aforesaid  be  sufficiently  endowed  according  to  the 
ordinance  of  the  Diocesan  of  those  places,  and  that  certain  compensa- 
tions allowed  to  the  poor  Parishioners  be  distributed  among  them 
each  year  according  to  the  form  of  the  Statute  issued  and  provided  to 
that  intent  as  is  more  fully  contained  in  the  letters  patent  of  the 
King  himself. 

184  A  brief  summary  of  this  document  is  printed  by  Mr.  L.  P.  Salzmann  in 
his  History  of  Railsham,  p.  212.  The  reader  should  also  consult  what  further 
information  is  there  given  about  this  transaction  and  about  John  Leem,  the  then 
Prior  of  Michelham. 
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And  we  afterwards  by  the  force  of  the  Royal  licence  aforesaid  by 
our  ordinary  and  pontifical  authority  canonically  incorporated, 
appropriated,  united,  and  also  canonically  granted  the  said  Parish 
Churches  of  Alfricheston  and  F  .  .  .  .  with  all  their  rights  and  appur- 
tenances (the  vicarage  in  the  said  Church  of  F.  being  of  old 
sufficiently  endowed  and  a  suitable  portion  heretofore  limited  to  the 
same  being  canonically  assigned  and  by  us  applied,  also  saving  a 
certain  portion  of  the  Rectory  and  manse  of  the  aforesaid  Church  of 
Alfriston  (sic)  and  a  certain  canonical  portion  of  the  fruits,  rents,  and 
revenues  of  the  same  Church  for  the  mansion  and  support  of  the 
future  perpetual  Vicar  of  the  same  Church  by  and  through  us  to  be 
limited,  moderated,  and  assigned,  which  limitation,  etc.,  we  have 
decided  to  leave  to  the  discretion  of  our  pontificate  and  office)  for 
pious,  just,  true  and  lawful  reasons  to  the  said  Prior  and  Convent 
of  Michelham  ....  and  their  successors  all  and  singular  ....  [Clauses 
follow  reserving  the  present  rights  of  the  Rectors  of  these  Churches 
and  asserting  those  of  the  Priory  in  the  case  of  vacancies  by  cession 
or  decease  in  either  benefice,  but  the  writing  at  the  lower  right-hand 
corner  of  this  page  having  been  worn  exceedingly  faint  we  cannot 
tell  the  full  purport  of  the  regulations  here  contained.]  [fo.  63  v.] 
....  leave  having  been  somehow  sought  or  obtained  as  is  more  fully 
contained  in  a  certain  public  instrument  made  for  the  purpose  pro- 
tected and  confirmed  by  our  seal  and  by  the  seals  of  our  beloved 
sons  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  our  Church  of  Chichester  and  also  of 
Sir  John  Bampton,  Archdeacon  of  Lewes,  in  the  circuit  of  whose 
Archdeaconry  the  aforesaid  Parish  Churches  are  contained.  There 
is  no  mention,  however,  made  of  any  sum  to  be  distributed  according 
to  the  exigency  of  the  said  royal  letters  and  the  form  of  the  statute 
thereon  among  the  poor  parishioners  of  A.  and  F.  Accordingly  we, 
Robert,  the  aforesaid  Bishop  of  Chichester,  Diocesan  of  the  Churches 
aforesaid,  considering  that  the  same  Church  of  Alfreston  is  at  present 
occupied  by  Sir  William  Everle,  and  the  Church  of  Fletchinge185  by 
Sir  John  Crowche,  Rectors  Incumbent  in  the  same  Churches,  and 
that  the  said  union,  appropriation,  etc.,  are  not  yet  existing  in  fact, 
and  wishing  that  all  and  each  of  the  things  specified  in  the  aforesaid 
royal  letters  should  be  carried  out  according  to  the  exigency  and 
tenor  of  the  same  royal  letters,  by  our  ordinary  authority  appoint, 
order,  and  decree,  also  with  the  consent  and  assent  of  the  aforesaid 
Prior  and  Convent,  that  on  the  cession  or  decease  or  canonical 
removal  or  dimission  of  the  aforesaid  incumbents,  and  when  the  said 
Prior,  etc.,  have  entered  and  taken  corporal  possession  of  the  said 

185  The  name  of  this  parish  is  here  given  for  the  first  time. 
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Churches  so  incorporated,  etc.,  or  at  least  of  one  of  them,  from  that 
time  that  the  said  Prior  and  Convent  ....  on  Christmas  Day  each 
year  shall  cause  to  be  paid  and  distributed  really  and  effectually  the 
sum  of  30  shillings  in  money  or  in  grain  out  of  the  fruits,  etc.,  of  the 
same  Churches,  etc.,  among  the  poor  parishioners  of  the  said  Churches 
who  are  most  needy,  in  aid  of  their  life  and  support,  namely,  15s. 
among  the  poor  of  Alfriston  and  15s.  among  the  poor  of  Fletchinge, 
which  sum,  considering  the  abilities  of  the  said  Churches  and  weighing 
all  the  circumstances,  we  think  sufficient.  In  testimony  of  all  which 
things  we  have  ordered  our  seal  to  be  affixed.  Griven  at  Chichester, 
November  20,  1399,  and  in  the  third  year  of  our  translation. 

[Here  follows  on  fo.  61  the  portion  of  the  register  in  which  are 
recorded  the  institutions,  collations,  etc.,  to  benefices,  beginning 
March  22,  139f  ] 
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APPENDJX  CONTAINING  CORRIGENDA   AND  NOTES. 


p.  2,  1.  IG.  "Vol  ejus  officiali."  An  official  in  the  wide  sense  of 
the  word  was  a  minister,  servant,  one  who  discharged  an  office  or  duty 
at  the  direction  of,  or  as  substitute  for,  another.  So  practically 
Du  Cange. 

"  In  the  Church  of  England,  the  presiding  officer  or  judge  of  an 
Archbishop's,  Bishop's,  or  Archdeacon's  Court;  now  usually  styled 
Official  Principal."  Oxford  Diet.  The  earliest  instance  given  is 
1314;  but  in  1222  Archbishop  Stephen  Langton,  in  his  Provincial 
Constitution,  "  De  vita  et  honestate  clericorum,"  while  he  orders  that 
Archdeacons  and  Deans  and  others  who  are  placed  in  parsonages  and 
dignities,  including  Rural  Deans,  shall  go  decently  in  clerical  habit 
and  use  closed  copes,  directs  that  the  Officials  of  Archdeacons,  especi- 
ally when  they  are  in  the  consistory,  are  to  observe  the  same  rule,  and 
neither  they  nor  other  clerks  are  to  let  their  hair  grow,  but  they  are 
to  appear  abroad  honestly  shorn  and  suitably  tonsured.  See  Lynde- 
wode's  Provinciate,  Lib.  iii.,  tit.  i.  The  Gloss-writer  to  this  passage 
thinks  that  the  Officials  of  Archdeacons  are  here  mentioned  to  dis- 
tinguish them  from  the  Officials  of  Bishops,  who  are  comprehended 
among  dignitaries.  Otho  and  Ottobon  somewhat  relaxed  the  rigour 
of  this  decree.  These  officials,  of  course,  were  persons  who  had  received 
a  competent  training  in  law,  and  frequently  had  only  received  first 
tonsure  to  qualify  as  clerks.  If  the  officials  broke  this  rule  of  the 
tonsure  they  might  be  shaved  by  their  own  Archdeacon,  says  our 
annotator,  though  unwilling !  A  commission  to  act  as  Bishop's 
official  is  given  in  the  Register,  fo.  v.  above,  p.  74. 

p.  3,  1.  13.  "  Sequestrators "  Each  Archdeaconry  had  its  Seques- 
trator, whose  office  was  important,  and  must  at  times  have  been 
troublesome.  Strictly  speaking,  a  Sequester  was  a  person  agreed 
upon  between  two  contending  parties  to  hold  on  deposit  fruits, 
possessions,  etc.,  and  to  hand  them  over  to  that  party  to  whom  they 
were  proved  to  be  legally  due — a  temporary  guardian.  This  was 
virtually  the  Sequestrator's  charge.  In  the  cases — not  uncommon — 
in  which  for  crime  or  irregular  conduct  a  benefice  was  sequestrated, 
this  officer  was  responsible  that  its  fruits  were  not  wasted  or  wrong- 
fully usurped.  On  the  death  of  a  Bishop  the  Sequestrator  of  the 
Crown  had  charge  of  the  temporalities.  Where  livings  wrere  abandoned 
as  too  poor  to  support  an  incumbent,  the  Sequestrator  would  be 
responsible  to  the  next  Priest  who  should  succeed  for  such  claim  as 
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he  might  have  during  the  vacancy.  In  this  case  Salle  is  required  to 
act  as  a  Bishop's  Commissary.  An  instance  of  "  relaxatio  sequestri  " 
against  the  Archdeacon  of  Lewes  himself  occurs  in  the  Register, 
fo.  iv.    See  p.  74  above. 

p.  6,  1.  12.  "  Apud  Aumberle  " — the  usual  spelling  of  Amberley  in 
this  Register.  This  seems  to  have  been  Bishop  Rede's  favourite 
manor.  The  Castle  must  have  been  in  his  day  much  as  John  de 
Langton,  the  ex-Chancellor  of  Edward  II.,  left  it  just  a  century 
earlier.  "  Notes  on  Amberley,  its  Castle,  Church,  etc.,"  is  the  title 
of  a  paper  by  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Clarkson,  who  was  formerly  Vicar 
there.  Suss.  Arch.  Coll.,  Vol.  XVII.  (1865),  pp.  185-239.  For 
such  gleanings  as  he  has  gathered,  from  our  present  Register  see 
pp.  197-199. 

p.  6,  1.  13.  "  Ganyn."  The  name  may  be  Gauyn,  i.e.,  Gavyn.  In 
Mr.  Hennessy's  list,  p.  34,  wrongly  "  Gamyn." 

p.  9, 1.  11.  "  Otonis  et  Octobonis."  See  note  to  p.  94  of  Bishop 
Praty's  Register,  Vol.  IV.,  S.R.S. 

p.  9, 1. 17.  "In  Monasterio  de  Lesenes."  An  Augustinian  Priory  was 
founded,  at  Lesnes,  now  Lessness,  in  the  Parish  of  Erith,  Kent,  by 
Richard  de  Lucy,  Chief  Justice  of  England  in  1178,  who  himself  took 
the  habit  there. 

p.  10,  1.  11.  "Dora.  Benedicti  Graunden."  The  Graundyn  family 
were  settled  early  in  the  14th  century  at  Wickhatn  in  Steyning. 
Elwes  and  Robinson's  Western  Sussex,  p.  214.  Arms  at  Woodman- 
cote,  ib.  271.  There  were  five  Prebendaries  of  Eartham  during  Rede's 
episcopate.  In  35th  Edw.  1.  there  was  a  suit  between  John  de 
Lytchepole  and  Margaret,  widow  of  William  Grandyn,  relating  to 
the  Manor  of  Wykham  juxta  Stenynge.  In  54th  Hen.  III.,  between 
Robert  Aguyllon  and  William  Grandyn  and  Matilda  his  wife,  con- 
cerning a  military  fee  in  Adberton  (Edburton).  JS.R.S.,  Vol.  VII., 
pp.  197  and  68. 

p.  11,  1.  10.  "  Per  birreti  sui  traditionem."  On  various  modes  of 
ancient  investiture  see  Macri,  Hierolexicon  s.v.  Fistucus  Nodatus. 

p.  13,  1.  2.  "  Clympyng."  On  the  relation  of  Climping  and  Poling 
to  the  Abbey  of  Almanesches  see  note  on  p.  107  of  Praty's  Register. 
The  Bishop  had  to  nominate  at  this  time  to  the  Prioress.  Later,  on 
the  appropriation  of  the  alien  Priories  to  the  King,  3rd  Hen.  V.,  1414, 
the  Bishop  nominated  to  the  King,  the  latter  presenting  the  Bishop's 
nominee.    An  instance  is  given  in  Praty,  pp.  108,  109. 

p.  15,  1.  14.  "  Stratham,"  or  Streatham.  An  Episcopal  Manor 
which  Rede  seldom  visited.     It  was  near  the  southern  skirt  of  a 
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marsh  which  spreads  to  the  south-west  of  Hen  field,  and  is  noteworthy 
as  the  birthplace  of  Thomas  Stapleton,  Hie  Roman  Catholic  contro- 
versialist. See  Sues.  Arch.  Coll.,  Vol.  XXV.,  p.  174.  Elwes  and 
Robinson,  p.  1 15.  In  1715  the  "  New  Hall "  was  occupied  by  the 
then  Bishop  (Manningham)  instead  of  the  old  manor-house. 

p.  1G,  L  2.  "  Renunciavit  omnibus  appellacionibus."  John  Hethe 
had  stirred  up  his  brother-Clergy  to  refuse  procurations  to  the  Bishop 
on  his  visitation  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Lewes.  Formal  complaints 
of  his  conduct  had  been  lodged  with  the  Bishop,  and  as  a  consequence 
the  Sequestrator,  as  the  Bishop's  commissary,  had  pronounced  sentence 
of  deprivation.  See  fo.  iv.  p.  147.  He  seems  to  have  threatened  at 
least  an  appeal  to  the  Pope,  which  he  now  formally  abandons. 

p.  17,  1.  3.  "  Halughton,"  now  Halloughton  near  Nottingham. 
The  Collegiate  Church  of  Southwell  having  been  founded  by  Oskytel, 
Abp.  of  York,  about  956,  was  always  under  the  immediate  patronage 
of  his  successors. 

p.  17, 1.  3.  "  Prebenda  de  Stone."  On  Hastings  Royal  College,  its 
foundation,  endowments,  etc.,  see  the  Rev.  Edward  Turner's  paper  in 
Suss.  Arch.  Coll.,  Vol.  XIII.,  pp.  132-179,  especially  as  to  Stone, 
145,  146. 

p.  19, 1.  1.  "  Sigillo  autentico  consignatis."  The  great  authority  on 
the  Seals  of  the  Middle  Ages  is  Dom.  John  Mabillon,  De  Re 
Diplomaticd  (Paris,  1681).  Du  Cange  says  that  he  treats  the  subject 
the  more  lightly  because  his  learned  predecessor  had  occupied  nearly 
the  whole  ground.  Most  owners  of  property,  though  of  no  social 
distinction,  had  their  private  seal,  but  when  a  document  wras  issued 
bearing  weight,  and  the  genuineness  of  which  might  be  open  to 
question,  it  was  thought  esseutial  to  use  an  "  authentic  "  seal,  that  of 
an  Archdeacon,  or  Dean,  or  Chapter.  An  instance  of  this  cautious 
regard  may  be  noticed  on  p.  133  supra,  where  John  Gyles,  Rector  of 
Ardingley,  because  his  own  seal  was  unknown  to  many,  used  that  of 
the  Rural  Dean  of  Storrington. 

p.  19,  1.  21.  "  Sigillo  nostro  pendente."  The  hanging  seal  of  the 
Chapter  of  York.  It  is  said  by  Du  Cange  (vol.  vi.,  p.  665,  ed.  1740) 
that  the  practice  of  appending  wax  seals  to  Charters  by  a  silk  thread 
was  brought  into  England  by  William  the  Conqueror,  the  Sign  of 
the  Cross,  made  generally  with  a  gold  pigment,  having  been  used 
up  to  the  reign  of  the  Confessor.  Lead,  as  on  Papal  Bulls,  was 
apparently  in  general  use  before  wax.  Many  curious  circumstances 
concerning  the  early  use  of  wax  seals  are  related  by  Du  Cange.  That 
a  seal  of  some  kind  should  be  attached  to  everything  of  the  nature  of 
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a  diploma  or  charter,  or  a  letter  of  official  character,  was  essential,  and 
the  loss  or  wilful  abstraction  of  a  seal  was  deemed  a  very  serious 
matter.  See  MabiUon,  p.  149,  also  Chronologia  Diplomat ica,  Uni- 
versitatis  Vindobonensis  (1753)  for  some  fine  engravings  of  early 
Austrian  seals. 

p.  20,  1.  5.  "  The  Archbishop  of  York."  Hallam  never  obtained 
full  possession  of  the  see,  as  we  explain  in  note  16  to  page  20.  Yet 
that  he  had  sufficient  ground  for  using  the  title  at  the  date  of  this 
letter,  Nov.  16,  1406,  seems  likely,  because  when  in  1407  the  King 
granted  him  the  temporalities  of  Sarum,  the  language  used  is  this : 
f  Cum  Dominus  Summits  Pontifex,  Venerabilem  Patrem,  Robert um, 
nuper  Archiepiscopum  Eborum  a  Vinculo,  quo  eidem  Ecclesia?  tene- 
batur,  absolverit,  et  ipsum  ad  Ecclesiam  Sarum,  vacantem  per  Trans- 
lationem  Nicholai*  nuper  Episcopi  ejusdem  Loci  Sarum,  transtulerit," 
etc.  [Byrner,  viii.  504].  From  this  description  it  would  appear  pro- 
bable that  the  Pope,  assuming  the  approval  of  Henry  IV.,  had  actually 
consecrated  him  to  York,  and  then  translated  him  at  the  King's  request 
to  Sarum.  Hallam  was  provided  to  the  archbishopric  by  the  Pope  on 
2  May  1406  (Cal.  Papal  Letters,  vi.  82),  and  was  recognized  as  Arch- 
bishop by  the  King  in  October  1406,  when  papal  provision  of  the 
Archdeaconry  of  Canterbury,  void  by  his  promotion  to  York,  was 
sanctioned.  See  Cal.  of  Patents  of  that  date.  Probably  the  great 
seal  had  not  yet  been  received  at  Home,  so  Hallam  uses  his  private 
signet  (p.  22).  Signets  or  private  seals  were  commonly  used  for 
"litterse  clausae,"  sigilla  for  "litterae  patentes." 

p.  23,  1.  12.  "  Lodiwicum  Johannem  de  Portugalia."  On  Febru- 
ary 10,  14f|,  the  Bishop  granted  this  new  Rector  of  Grraifham,  who 
was  then  an  Acolyte,  leave  of  non-residence  to  attend  schools  for  three 
years'  study.  He  had  letters  testimonial  to  this  effect,  (fo.  cxxiv  v.) 
His  name  does  not  appear  in  any  of  this  Bishop's  subsequent 
ordination-lists. 

p.  24, 1.  18.  Perhaps  "  periculo"  would  be  a  more  likely  word  here 
than  "  ruine." 

p.  27,  1.  9.  "  Johannes  Dalyngton."  There  was  a  John  Dalyng- 
jton,  Almoner  of  Battel  Abbey,  between  1410  and  1415.    See  Suss. 

Arch.  Coll.,  Vol.  XVII.,  p.  47  (note).  He  cannot  have  been  the  same 
\  person  with  the  John  now  in  question,  Battel  being  a  Benedictine 
I  house,  Hastings  an  Augustinian.    The  Priory  of  the  Holy  Trinity  at 

Hastings  must  be  carefully  distinguished  from  the  Royal  Free  Chapel 

*  Nicholas  Bubbewith,  translated  to  Bath  and  Wells,  vice  Henry  Bowet,  who 
went  to  York  instead  of  Hallam. 
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or  College  of  Secular  Canons  in  tlx;  Castle.  It  is  supposed  to  have 
been  founded  by  Walter  de  Scotney  in  the  reign  of  Richard  [.,  and 
was  situated  a  little  to  the  west  of  the  cliff  on  which  the  Castle 
stands.  During  the  time  of  Bishop  Robert  Rede  these  Augustinian 
Canons  found  their  Priory  no  longer  habitable,  on  account  of  the 
encroachments  of  the  sea,  and  began  to  build  a  new  Priory  on  land 
given  them  at  Warbleton  by  Sir  John  Pelham  in  1413.  See  a  full 
account  of  these  matters  in  the  Rev.  Edward  Turner's  paper  on 
"The  College  and  Priory  of  Hastings  and  the  Priory  of  Warbleton 
in  Suss.  Arch.  Coll.,  Vol.  XIII.,  pp.  132-179,  especially  p.  155 ;  also 
for  Charters  by  Henry,  Count  of  Eu,  and  King  Henry  IV.,  Dugdale' 
Monast.,  vol.  vi.,  p.  168  (1470). 

p.  27,  1.  13.  "  Geynes."  Guines,  a  town  in  the  department  of 
Pas-de-Calais,  seven  miles  south  of  Calais.  It  was  held  by  England 
in  the  14th,  15th,  and  16th  centuries. 

p.  29,  1.  12.    "  Tenor  pluralitatis."    An  indult  of  this  nature,  but  of 
far  larger  dimensions,  may  be  seen  in  the  Register  of  John  de  Sandale, 
Bishop  of  Winchester  (Supplement),  edited  by  F.  J.  Baigent,  pp.  325- 
328.    This  was  granted  by  Clement  V.  in  1313  to  Sandale,  when  he 
was  only  in  Subdeacon's  orders,  and  was  Clerk  to  Kiug  Edward  II 
At  this  time  he  was  Treasurer  of  Lichfield,  Chancellor  of  St.  Patrick's, 
Dublin.    He  held  seven  Rectories  in  as  many  Dioceses,  and  thr< 
Canonries.    In  two  previous  dispensations  it  seems  that  the  Treasury 
had  been  left  unmentioned,  so  this  is  now  made  sure,  and  five  Rectories 
were  now  in  view  in  the  place  of  two  and  a  prebend,  which  he  was  ^ 
now  resigning.    Eour  years  later  John  XXII.  issued  his  constitution 
against  pluralists,  and  there  certainly  seems  to  have  been  sufficient 
cause.    John  de  Sandale  himself  in  1318  instructs,  as  Bishop,  th€( 
official  of  the  Archdeacon  of ,  Winchester  to  make  a  list  of  all  pluralist 
in  that  Archdeaconry.    As,  however,  successive  Popes  always  helc 
themselves  at  liberty  to  grant  dispensations  in  particular  cases,  w( 
find  Boniface  IX.  acting  thus  in  the  interests  of  Richard  Monk  h  iing 
1405  and  of  Mr.  John  Erauneeys  in  the  same  year  (p.  93). 

p.  31,  1.  19.  "  Laurencio  Kaukyn  lege  Havvkyn."  On  p.  109  th 
name  is  spelt  Haukyn.  Mr.  Hennessy,  Clergy  Lists,  p.  15,  reads  i 
Hanky  n. 

It  is  possible  that  Bishop  Stafford  of  Exeter  may  have  been  in  th 
neighbourhood  at  this  time  on  affairs  connected  with  the  Roya 
Chapel  of  Bosham,  which  was  under  his  peculiar  jurisdiction  a 
Bishop  of  Exeter.  Complaints  had  been  made  on  the  unsatisf actor; 
condition  of  things  there,  and  on  September  18,  1398,  he  commence 
a  visitation,  of  which  the  first  stage  had  begun  in  June.    Laurenc  4\ 
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Hawkyn  was  one  of  the  Canons  of  Bosham,  and  therefore  it  would 

have  been  an  act  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  Bishop  Rede  to  ask  him 
I  to  supply  his  place,  the  Prebend  of  Thorney  probably  adjoining  that 
j  which  Hawkyn  already  held  as  Canon  of  Bosham.    See  Register  of 

Bishop  Stafford,  ed.  Hingeston,  Randolph  (188G),  p.  31,  and  for  a 

list  of  Haukyn's  numerous  preferments,  p.  124. 

p.  32,  1.  7.    "  Bartholomei  de  Rya."    This  Hospital  had  suffered 
severely,  as  an  inquisition  made  in  1379  shewed,  from  the  depredations 
j  of  Robert  de  Burton,  "  pretending  that  he  is  Master  of  the  Hospital." 
'  It  came  into  the  King's  patronage  through  the  temporalities  of  the 
|  Abbey  of  Fecamp  being  in  the  King's  hands  by  reason  of  the  war. 
Details  of  the  damage  done  by  this  Robert  are  supplied  by  the 
jurors.    Whether  he  was  punished  or  compelled  to  make  restitution 
does  not  appear.    See  Suss.  Arch.  Coll.,  Vol.  XXI.,  p.  13 4. 

There  had  been  several  wardens  between  Burton  and  Thomas 
Brygge,  whose  admission   is  here  recorded,    namely:    1390,  John 

!  Waldeby ;  1391,  Robert  Long ;  1392,  Robert  Repyngdon  and  Thomas 
de  la  Chambre  ;  1395,  John  Bowesby  ;  1396,  John  Sharpe.  After 
Brvgge,  who  held  the  post  till  1399,  we  find  John  Hoton,  who  was 
reappointed  next  year,  1st  Henry  IV. ;  1401,  John  Deye,  Robert  Kyng, 
and  John  Bedford  ;  1403,  Joseph  Scovill  ;  1405,  John  Preston  ;  1407, 
John  Elmeton  ;  1413,  Nicholas  Colnet.  Suss.  Arch.  Coll.,  ib.,  p.  136. 
Though  during  this  period  the  Hospital  was  twice  vacated  by  death, 

:  the  frequent  resignations  suggest  that  the  peculations  of  Burton  had 
made  the  benefice  of  very  little  value. 

|  p.  32,  1.  8.  "  Apud  Wodestok."  On  August  17th,  King  Richard  II. 
directed  from  Woodstock  William  Rikhill  to  proceed  to  Calais  for 

i  an  interview  with  the  Duke  of  Gloucester.    On  the  20th  the  King 

j  instructed  the  Sheriffs  of  Kent  and  other  Counties  to  order  all  those 
who  wore  his  livery  of  the  Hart  to  assemble  on  September  loth  at 

•Kingston-on-Thames  to  ride  with  him  to  the  Palace  at  Westminster. 
Rymer,  Fcedera,  vol.  viii.,  p.  13.  No  doubt  Bishop  Rede  was  in 
attendance  on  the  King,  and  hence  the  date  of  this  admission  at 
Woodstock,  the  donation  of  this  Hospital  being  in  the  King's  hands. 

p.  32,  1.  16.    "  Salvo  jure  Archidiaconi."    It  was  the  Archdeacon's 
right  by  Common  law  to  put  into  possession  of  their  benefices  those 
who  had  been  duly  instituted  by  the  Bishop.    As  Iden  was  near  this 
i  Hospital,  probably  for  convenience  sake,  induction  was  assigned  to 
the  Rector,  but  saving  the  Archdeacon's  right.     For  an  excellent 
^summary  of  the  dignity,  power,  and  office  of  an  Archdeacon,  see 
iZecclnns,  De  Republica  Ecclesiastica  (Verona?,  1599),  pp.  203-205. 
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p,  82,  1.  18.  "  Collatio  PrionituH  de  Boxgrave."  In  the  lint  of 
Priors  of  Boxgrave  given  in  Tktgdale,  vol.  iv.,  p.  043,  tho  last  bofore 
Chaworth  who  is  now  collated  by  Bishop  Rede  wan  "  John,"  1355, 
28th  Edw.  111.;  but  see  the  more  complete  list  in  the  Victoria  County 
History.  There  iH  no  evidence  of  any  long  vacancy.  Before  1339 
this  Priory  was  practically  severed  from  See/,,  and  discharged  from 
any  disabilities  attaching  to  alien  Priories. 

p.  34,  1.  1.    For  "  Augustinian,"  read  "  Cistercian." 


p.  40,  1.  10.  "  Manerio  nostro  de  Duryngwyk."  For  some  account 
of  this  Manor  see  Suss.  Arch.  Coll.,  Vol.  XVII.,  p.  248.  It  is  in  the 
Parish  of  Wisborough  Green,  and  originally  belonged  to  the  Cell  at 
Arundel  of  the  Norman  Abbey  of  Seez,  but  was  acquired  by  John  de 
Clymping,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  in  1256. 

Below,  for  the  date  1404,  read  1444. 

p.  40,  1. 12.  "  A  Dominican  Penitentiary."  According  to  the  Domi- 
nican Constitutions  no  one  was  to  be  admitted  to  the  office  of  Preacher 
or  Confessor  outside  the  cloister  under  25  years  of  age,  or  without 
the  leave  of  his  Prior,  given  after  due  deliberation  in  Chapter.  Regula 
S.  Augustini  Episcopi  et  Constitutions  Fratrum  Ordinis  Frcedica- 
torum.    Gandavi,  1617,  p.  122. 

p.  40,  1.  4  from  bottom,  dele  "  and." 

p.  42,  1.  10.  "  Johannes  Bartelot."  There  wras  a  John  Bartelot 
(or  Bertlot)  who  was  executor  to  Lord  Arundel's  will  in  1415.  Suss. 
Arch.  Co//.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  127.  In  1418  property  passed  to  John  Bartelot 
of  Stopham,  jun.,  and  also  to  John  Bartelott  of  Cotes.  In  1425  there 
was  a  grant  by  John  Bartelott  of  the  Denne.  Elwes  and  Robinson, 
216  n.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  distinction  at  that  time  between 
the  single  and  double  final  /,  if  the  last-named  reference  is  accurate. 

p.  42,  1.  30.    For  "  end,"  read  "  restraint." 

p.  45,  1.  10.  "  Fustigatus  erit."  See  the  Annates  Waverlienses, 
Gale,  Hist.  Angl.  Scriptores,  ii.  Report  of  the  arrest  of  a  shoe- 
maker on  a  charge  of  murder  at  Eastertide,  1240,  who  had  taken 
Sanctuary  at  Waverley  Abbey.  The  Abbot  instituted  proceedings 
before  Henry  III.  It  appearing  that  the  precincts  of  the  Abbey  and 
its  estates  were  to  be  held  as  inviolable  as  the  altars  of  Churches,  the 
officers  who  had  made  the  arrest  were  ordered  to  ask  pardon  of  God 
and  the  Monks  at  the  Abbey  gate,  and  were  afterwards  whipped  in 
public.  The  Dean  of  the  House  and  the  Vicar  of  Farnham  executed 
sentence.    See  Gordon  Home's  Farnham,  p.  84. 


p.  36,  1.  ult. 
p.  37,  1.  1. 


"  Alting,"  read  "  Ulting. 
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p.  45,  footnote.  Compare  with  this  contraction  several  others  also 
connected  with  judicial  proceedings  reported,  pp.  124-125,  MS.  fo.  36. 
These  forensic  contractions,  of  which  many  can  be  guessed  with  fair 
certainty,  others  are  baffling,  seem  to  have  fallen  outside  the  scope  of 
Mr.  Trice  Martin's  very  valuable  and  helpful  "  Becord  Interpreter," 
and  the  late  editions  of  Wright's  "  Courthand." 

p.  48,  1.  17.  "Langley  Marreys,"  probably  the  village  still  called 
Langley-Marish  near  Slough,  Bucks.  Chicheley  may  have  been  here 
temporarily  in  this  crisis  of  his  fortunes,  on  account  of  its  proximity 
to  Windsor. 

p.  53,  1.  8.  "Vow  of  Chastity."  The  form  of  profession  in  the 
Monastery  of  St.  Augustine's,  Canterbury,  in  the  early  14th  century 
was:  'Ego  frater  N  .  .  .  .  promir.to  stabilitatem  meam  et  conver- 
sionem  morum  meorum,  et  obedientiam  secundum  regulam  beati 
Benedicti,  coram  Deo  et  Sanctis  ejus,'  etc.  Consuetudines  Mon. 
S.  Augustini  Cant.  Vol.  i.,  p.  4.,  Hen.  Bradshaw  Soc.  The  word 
"  conversacionem  "  on  line  13  ought  no  doubt  to  be  "  conversionem," 
not  "  conservacionem."  The  intention  of  the  vow  would  be  that  the 
postulant  promises  to  change  worldly  ideals  and  pursuits  for  those 
consistent  with  the  "  religious  "  life. 

p.  53,1.  11.  "Alicia  Seynt  Johan."  Alice,  daughter  of  Lord  St. 
John,  was  married  first  to  Edward  de  Tregoz,  who  died  without  surviving 
issue  in  1400.  (Ehves  and  Robinson,  p.  103.)  Secondly,  to  Kichard 
Milles  (?  at  what  date).  She  cannot  have  been  the  person  who  took 
this  vow  in  1399.  Where  Begenet*  was  I  have  been  unable  to 
ascertain.  One  might  suspect  Begenur=Bignor,  but  the  Manor  here 
never  belonged  to  the  St.  Johu  family,  who  had  Halnaker  till  the 
latter  part  of  the  14th  century,  when  it  went  away  with  an  heiress, 
Isabel  St.  John. 

p.  56,1.  15.  "Johannes  Kentys  alias  dictus  Bradbrwgge."  "Part 
of  the  Episcopal  manor  of  Duringwyk  lies  within  Slinfold  and  is 
known  as  Bradbridge  ....  Of  Bradbridge  or  Broadbridge  it  is  stated 
that  in  1335  the  tenant  or  hereditary  lessee  was  Eoger  de  Bradbridge. 
The  Burrell  MSS.  contain  extracts  from  the  Bodley  MSS.  relating  to 
this  family  :  Hen.  IV.  lands  in  Slinfold  and  other  places  granted  by 
Watkin  Bradbrugge,  son  and  heir  of  Boger,  to  John  Bussbridge  (?) 
and  Joanna  his  wife ;  all  lands  and  tenements  in  Sussex  belonging  to 
John  Bradbrugge,  son  and  heir  of  William,  granted  to  John  his  uncle 
and  others."    Elwes  and  Robinson,  p.  205  and  note. 

*  The  Rev.  G.  A.  Clarkson,  in  his  Notes  on  Amberley  (Suss.  Arch.  Coll., 
Vol.  XVII.,  p.  197),  reads  this  word  "  Begeuct,"  and  conjectures  that  Alice  may 
have  been  domiciled  at  Hardham,  with  which  the  St.  John  family  had  been  connected. 
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This  nolo  may  throw  Home  light  on  the  identity  of  our  John,  who 
has  the  alia*  of  Kenfys,  probably  because  he  belonged  to  a  respectable 
family  named  Bradbridge,  who  were  the  Bishop's  own  manorial 
tenants.  He  was  probably  now  ashamed  of  his  wild  ways,  and  the 
penance  enjoined  on  him  looks  as  if  the  Bishop  was  willing  to  make 
his  return  to  the  paths  of  virtue  not  too  arduous.  Alice,  widow  of 
Thomas  de  Bradbridge  of  Hunston,  had  remarried  within  the  pro- 
hibited degrees.    See  Praty's  Register,  S.R.S.,  p.  204  (1438). 

p.  57,  1.  17.  "Willelmo  Walton."  John  Walton  was  Sheriff  of 
Sussex  (1411-12).     Suss.  Arch.  Coll.,  Vol.  X.,  p.  129. 

p.  58,  1.  11.  "  Kyngyston,  Iford,"  etc.  The  huge  patronage  of  the 
Priory  of  Lewes  was  the  cause  of  recurring  investigations.  It  will  be 
considered  in  the  next  part,  which  gives  a  far  longer  document  than 
this. 

p.  64,  1.  2.  "  Constitutiones  provinciales."  See  the  Constitution 
of  Archbishop  Edmund  in  Lyndewode's  Provinciate,  Lib.  iii.,  tit.  De 
ecclesiis  edijicandis :  i4  Si  rector  alicujus  ecclesie  decedens  domos 
ecclesie  reliquerit  dirutas  et  ruinosas  de  bonis  ejus  ecclesiasticis  tanta 
portio  deducatur  que  sufficiat  ad  reparandum  hec  et  alios  defectus  " 
[fo.  136  v.],  and.  Ottobon's  Constitution,  De  domibus  ecclesiarum 
rejiciendis,  the  summary  of  which  is  "  Domus  et  edificia  beneficiorum 
a  beneficiatis  eorum  expensis  reparentur  ;  et  ad  id  ab  episcopis  monen- 
tur  quod  si  admoniti  ad  duos  menses  cessaverint  episcopi  ex  fructibus 
beneficiorum  easdem  reparationes  faciendas  curent."  [A  further  clause 
about  repairs  of  Chancels.]  The  Archdeacons  were  bound  to  see  that 
these  Constitutions  were  duly  observed.  Lyndewode,  Supplement, 
fo.  55  v. 

p.  71,  1.  8  [fo.  2  v.]  "  pro  habitu  non  mutando."    The  date 

of  this  being  March  10,  1397-8,  the  reference  to  Convocation  cannot 
be  to  the  articles  produced  in  that  held  October  6,  1399.  One  was 
summoned  on  March  2,  1397-8  [  Wilkin s,  Concilia,  iii,  234].  That 
this  Convocation  actually  took  place  is  proved  by  the  Register  of 
Bishop  Stafford  of  Exeter.  In  it  a  tenth  and  a  moiety  were  granted 
to  the  King  and  some  support  to  the  Papal  nuncio.  Probably  the 
resolution  here  referred  to  was  among  the  other  acta. 

Article  23  among  the  gravamina  brought  forward  in  the  Canterbury 
Convocation  of  October  6,  1399,  by  Mag.  John  Maydenheth  [Dean  of 
Chichester],  was,  "  Item,  quod  capellani  religiosi  cujuscunque  ordinis 
in  habitu  ordinis  sui  incedere  de  cetero  compellantur ;  et  si  in  seculari 
habitu  inventi  fuerint,  a  celebratione  divinorum  ipso  facto  sint  sus- 
pensi,"    Wilkins,  Concilia,  iii,  241. 
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In  the  Articles  for  the  Reformation  of  the  Church  proposed  by  the 
University  of  Oxford  1414,  given  in  Concilia,  iii,  363,  No.  26  reads 
thus:  "  De  mitris  Abbatum  [et  priorum].  Quoniain  abbates  et 
priores  dignitatem  pontificii  non  attingunt,  sed  statum  obtineut 
inferiorein,  patens  illorum  praesumptio  demonstrat  [?  demonstratur] 
dum  praeter  suorum  ordinum  instituta  b alias  adquirunt,  ut  possint 
uti  mitra  atque  sandaliis,  caeterisque  insigniis  episcoporum  ;  et  ideo, 
ut  unusquisque  ea  vocatione  maneat,  qua  vocatus  est,  et  alienentur  a 
religiosis  hujusmodi  signa  superbiae;  videtur  congruum  atque  expediens 
statuere  in  generali  Concilio,  quod  non  liceat  religiosis,  utendo  epis- 
coporum insigniis,  transgredi  statum  suum,  sed  ut  cum  devoto  Macario, 
Eusebio  et  Benedicto,  suisque  sociis  Sanctis  patribus,  de  his,  quae 
pertinent  statui  suo,  huiniliter  sint  contenti.  Tales  enim  mitrati,  ut 
I  ait  Bernardus,  si  nomen  eis  conferre  privilegiorum  posset  auctoritas, 
multo  auro  redimerent,  ut  possent  pontifices  appellari. 

S     p.  71,  footnote  56.    A  quotation  from  the  Constitutions  of  Ottobon, 
fo.  xliii.    "  De  habitu  clericorum."    "  Quia  tamen  per  exteriorem 
I  habitum  saepe  interior  designatur,"  etc. 

p.  74,  bottom.    "  Monicio  pro  processiouibus."    Much  information 
I  about  the  carrying  out  of  ancient  religious  processions  may  be  gained 
from  the  early  editions  of  the  Processionale  as  brought  out  by  the 
I  different  religious  orders,  "  antequam  juxta  dictamen  Statutorum  nos- 
i  troruin  Summorumque  Pontificum  Decreta  indissolubilis  unitas  et 
invariata  conforinitas  non  solum  in  Divino  officio  persolvendo,  sed  et 
in  omnibus  aliis  ....  usibus  esse  debeat."*    For  processions  as  they 
\  were  generally  arranged  in  England  we  can  refer  to  the  late  Dean 
'  Henderson's  reprint,  at  Leeds,  1882,  of  the   Sarum  Processional, 
published  at  Rouen  in  1508  under  the  direction  of  Bishop  Fox  of 
j  Winchester,  collated  with  editions  printed  in  1517,  1528,  1544,  1545, 
and  1554.    With  the  iSarum  reprint  the  editor  has  been  able  to  com- 
pare a  very  interesting  edition,  with  illustrations,  of  the  Dominican  Pro- 
{  cessional,  printed  1545  by  the  great  Junta  house  at  Venice,  and  the 
Processionale  JSanctae  Ecclesise  Metropolitanae  Remensis,  edited  by 
i  Archbishop  de  Talleyrand- Perigord,  1780,  and  the  Prfemonstratensian 

I book  mentioned  in  the  note  below. 
The  Rheims  book,  in  three  volumes,  distinguishes  Processions  inside 
the  Church  from  those  outside.    Unfortunately  Dean  Henderson  has 
i|  not  reprinted  the  musical  notation.    The  order  of  procession  in  the 
8arum  use  is  found  on  p.  5,  and  was  briefly  as  follows  :  (1)  A  verger 


*  Preface  to  the  "  Processionale  ad  usum  ....  ordinis  Praemonstratensis,' 
Virduni,  1727. 
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to  make  room  for  the  procession  ;  (2)  A  boy  in  Hurplice  carrying  Holy 
water;  (8)  Acolyte  bearing  the  cross  ;  (4)  Two  candle-bearers  walking 
together;  (5)  Thurifer  (Thuribularius) ;  (6)  Sub-deacon;  (7)  Deacon 
(in  albs) ;  (8)  Priest  (in  alb  and  silk  cope).  Afterwards  boys,  clerks 
of  the  second  form,  not  two  and  two,  but  in  two  sets  as  they  sit  in 
Choir.  The  rest  of  the  Clergy  of  superior  rank  as  they  sit  in  Chapter. 
The  procession  is  to  leave  the  Church  by  the  north  door  of  the 
Presbytery,  going  round  the  Presbytery.  The  Bishop,  if  present,  is 
to  have  his  mitre  and  staff  at  the  end.  The  Priest,  whether  the 
Bishop  be  present  or  not,  is  to  walk  in  the  front  part,  and  as  he  goes 
to  sprinkle  the  altars  one  by  one.  Prom  the  south  side  of  the 
Church  they  proceed  to  the  cross,  etc. 

The  Dominican  book  gives  a  woodcut  illustration  of  a  procession, 
which  is  just  about  to  enter  the  Church  door.  Eirst  are  two  boys 
bearing  tall  candelabra  with  lighted  candles  ;  then  come  the  Friars, 
two  and  two,  each  with  his  book,  chanting;  three  couples  of  these, 
next  two,  of  whom  one  bears  the  incense-boat,  the  other  the  thurible. 
The  procession  is  closed  by  the  Prior  or  Priest,  apparently  in 
Eucharistic  vestments.  In  the  landscape,  which  is  rudely  sketched 
in,  appear  two  stations  and  a  Calvary — a  cross  surmounting  a  hill. 
This  woodcut,  which  is  very  effective,  must  be  of  somewhat  older 
date  than  the  book,  and  had  been  probably  cut  for  an  earlier  edition. 
The  book  is  further  embellished  with  a  frontispiece  giving  a  woodcut 
of  St.  Dominic  bearing  a  lily,  and  with  an  emblematic  engraving, 
including  many  figures,  headed  Ordo  Eratrum  Predicatorum,  with 
a  very  remarkable  cut  of  the  Crucifixion,  opposite  fo.  123,  and  with 
a  scheme  of  musical  notation  arranged  on  the  human  hand. 

p.  76,  1.  11.  "  Commissio  ad  videndum  clerum,"  etc.  Ryiner, 
viii,  374,  prints  a  royal  mandate  addressed  to  the  Sheriffs  of  all 
Counties  in  England,  "  De  arraiatione,  Contra  Invasionem  Gallicorum." 
This  is  dated  Coventry,  October  6,  1404,  and  the  pith  of  it  is  in  this 
sentence  : — 

Quod  omnes  et  singuli  Homines  ad  Arma,  Armati,  Hobelarii,*  et 
Sagittarii  de  Balliva  tua  (Viris  Ecclesiasticis  dumtaxat  exceptis)  sub 
Paena  Tncarcerationis  Corporum  suorum  (videlicet)  quilibet  eorum 
juxta  Status  sui  exigentiam  et  facultates  suas,  Armis  competentibus 
se  muniant,  arment  et  arraient,  et  in  hujusmodi  Arraiatione  se  teneant 
et  morentur. 

*  Hobellarius,  a  "  hobbler."  One  who  by  his  tenure  was  to  maintain  a  hobby 
for  military  service :  hence,  a  soldier  mounted  on  a  hobby,  a  light-horseman 
employed  in  reconnoitring,  etc. —  Century  Diet. 
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Provision  having  been  already  made  for  the  arming  of  the  Clergy 
they  are  here  naturally  excepted. 

p.  77  [fo.  viii].  Oath  to  be  taken  by  all  who  exercise  Eegistrarial 
office  by  Papal  authority.*  Forma  autem  juramenti  quod  quelibet 
personarum  hujusmodi  prestabit  talis  est.  Ego  ....  diocesis  ab  hac 
hora  inantea  fidelis  ero  beato  Petro  Sancteque  Eomane  ecclesie  ac 
domino  meo  domino  Bonifacio  pape  nono  et  successoribus  suis  canonice 
intrantibus,  Non  ero  in  consilio  auxilio  concensu  vel  facto  ut  vitam 
perdant  aut  membrum  vel  capiantur  mala  capcione,  consilium  quod 
michi  per  se  vel  literas  aut  mmcium  manifestabunt  ad  eorum  damp- 
bum  scienter  nemini  pandam.  Si  vero  ad  meam  roticiam  aliquid 
devenire  contingat  quod  in  periculum  Romani  pontificisf  vergeret 
seu  grave  dampnum  ill ud  pro  posse  meo  impediam  et  si  impedire  non 
possem  procurabo  id  bona  fide  ad  noticiam  domini  pape  perferri 
Papatum  Romanum  et  regalia  Sancti  Petri  ac  jura  ipsius  ecclesie 
special  iter  si  qua  eadem  ecclesia  in  civitate  vel  terra  de  qua  sum 
oriundus  habeat  adjutor  eis  ero  ad  defendendum  et  retinendum  seu 
recuperandum  contra  omnes  homines.  Tabellionatus  officium  fideliter 
exercebo  contractus  in  quibus  exigitur  concensus  partium  fideliter 
faciam  nil  addendo  vel  minuendo  sine  voluntate  partium  quod  sub- 
stantias contractus  immutet.  Si  vero  in  conficiendo  aliquod  instru- 
mentum  unius  solius  partis  sit  requirenda  voluntas  hoc  ipsum  faciam 
videlicet]:  nil  addam  vel  minuam  quod  immutet  facti  substanciam 
contra  voluntatem  ipsius  Iustrumentum  non  conficiam  de  aliquo  con- 
tractu in  quo  sci  un  intervenire  seu  intercedere  vim  vel  fraudem, 
contractus  in  prothocollum  redigam  et  postquam  in  prothocollum 
redigero  maliciose  non  differam  contra  voluntatem  illorum  vel  illius 
quorum  est  contractus  super  eo  conficere  publicum  instrumentum 
salvo  meo  justo  et  consueto  salario  Sic  me  Deus  adjuvet  et  hec  sancta 
Dei  evangelia.  Dat.  Eome  apud  sanctum  Petrum  iiij0  Non,  Octobr. 
Pontificatus  nostri  Anno  octavo. 

[Translation  of  the  above.] 
The  form  of  oath  which  each  person  shall  take  is  as  follows :  I  .  .  .  . 
of  ...  .  Diocese  from  this  time  forward  will  be  faithful  to  blessed 
Peter  and  to  the  Holy  Roman  Church  and  to  my  lord,  Lord  Boni- 

*  This  is  almost  verbatim  the  form  of  oath  sent  in  1320  by  the  request  of 
Edward  II.  to  Rigaud  de  Asserio,  Bishop  of  Winches^r,  who  had  licence  from  the 
Pope  at  the  same  time  to  appoint  six  'Notaries  Public.  It  is  copied  from  the 
Vatican  Archives,  and  is  printed  (without  translation)  by  Mr.  Baigent  in 
the  Appendix  to  his  "  Registers  of  John  de  Sandale,"  etc.,  pp.  573-4. 

t  Add  "aut  Ecclesie  Romane  "  (Rigaud). 

X  Yidelicet  "  ut  scilicet  "  (Rigaud). 
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Pace  [Xth,  Pope,  and  to  his  successors  who  enter  canonieally.  I  will 
give  no  advice,  help,  or  consent,  nor  do  any  action  whereby  they  may 
lone  life  or  limb  or  be  taken  by  any  evil  capture.  Any  plan  which 
they  Hhall  declare  to  me  whether  personally  or  by  Idler  or  messenger 
I  will  knowingly  reveal  to  no  one  to  their  harm.  But  if  anything 
happen  to  come  to  my  knowledge  which  might  tend  to  the  peril  of  the 
Roman  Pontiff  or  to  his  grave  harm,  that  to  the  best  of  my  power 
I  will  hinder,  and  if  I  cannot  hinder  it  I  will  take  care  that  it  Hhall  be 
bona  fide  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  lord  Pope.  The  Koman 
Papacy  and  the  regalia  of  St.  Peter  and  the  rights  of  the  Church  itself, 
especially  such  as  the  Church  has  in  the  city  or  land  from  which  I  am 
sprung,  I  will  give  my  help  to  defend  and  to  retain  or  to  recover  against 
all  men.  The  office  of  Notary  I  will  faithfully  practise.  Contracts  in 
which  the  consent  of  the  parties  is  required  I  will  faithfully  make, 
adding  or  diminishing  nothing  which  may  change  the  substance  of  the 
contract  without  the  good  wrill  of  the  parties.  But  if  in  making  any 
instrument  the  good  will  of  only  one  party  is  to  be  required  I  will  do 
the  same,  namely,  I  will  add  nothing  and  subtract  nothing  which  may 
alter  the  substance  of  the  fact  against  the  will  of  the  party.  I  will 
not  draw  up  an  instrument  concerning  any  contract  in  which  I  know 
that  force  or  fraud  intervenes  or  has  place.  1  will  redact  contracts 
into  a  protocol,  and  after  such  redaction  into  protocol  I  will  not 
maliciously  put  off  against  their  or  his  will  whom  the  contract  con- 
cerns completing  a  public  instrument  of  it,  saving  my  just  and  wonted 
salary.  So  may  God  help  me  and  these  holy  Gospels  of  God. 
Given  at  Home  at  St.  Peter's,  October  4th,  in  the  eighth  year  of  our 
Pontificate  [1397?]. 

In  M.  Eusebe  de  Lauriere's  Qlossaire  du  Droit  Francois  (1704), 
vol.  ii,  p.  398,  Tabellioner  is  defined:  "  C'est  mettre  en  forme  un  con- 
trat,  quand  on  le  livre  en  parchemin  et  grossoie,  a  la  difference  de  la 
note  ou  copie  de  minute  de  contrat  ou  obligation,  qui  se  delivre  en 
papier,  et  sans  faire  mention  du  garde  du  seel."  From  the  above  it  is 
clear  that  the  Tabellio  had  considerable  opportunities  for  alterations 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  parties  to  the  contract.  The  Tabellio  appears 
in  the  post-classical  days  of  the  Digests  and  Codices,  fifth  and  sixth 
centuries.  Anno  Domini  he  was  Tabularius.  This  learned  author 
just  quoted  says  that  in  France  the  Lord  Chatelain  of  the  High 
Justiciar  had  the  right  of  appointing  notaries  to  draw  up  the  con- 
tracts and  conventions  of  parties.  In  some  Provinces  this  right  was 
demesnial. 

p.  78,  1.  9.  After  "  enjoined  "  continue  :  We  have  therefore  granted 
to  him  (John  Lyndfeld)  by  Apostolical  authority  the  office  of  Notary 
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[tabellionatus],  and  have  nominated,  assured,  and  appointed  John 
himself  as  Notary  for  the  eighth  and  last  in  number  allowed  us  as 
aforesaid,  and  have  invested  him  "  presentially  "  in  the  same  office  by 
the  tradition  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  that  he  may  faithfully  exercise 
this  office  for  the  future  in  discharge  of  his  duty  wherever  he  may  be 
required . 

Should  any  reader  desire  to  follow  up  this  subject,  he  may  see  in 
Wilkins'  third  volume,  among  the  gravamina  brought  before  Con- 
vocation by  Dean  Maydenhithe  on  p.  212,  a  complaint  of  the  common 
practice  of  applying  to  the  Court  of  Arches  against  sentences  of 
Provincial  Courts,  and  below  a  further  complaint  of  the  refusal  of 
proctors  to  shew  to  the  officials  of  Provincial  Courts  alleged  mandates 
from  the  Court  of  Arches.  This  actually  proved  the  "  trump  card  " 
in  Canon  Paxton's  hand  in  the  trial  before  the  Bishop's  Court  on 
the  charge  of  his  astounding  peculations.  See  p.  120.  He  should 
also  study  the  Letters  of  Boniface  IX.  against  notaries  public  in 
Wilkins,  iii,  268. 

The  article  Notaire  in  M.  de  Lauriere's  Glossaire  mentioned  above 
takes  the  reader  back  to  the  classical  ages,  and  is  full  of  erudite 
learning.  Strictly  speaking  the  Notarius  was  he  who  made  the  rough 
notes,  the  Tabellio  he  who  produced  the  fair  copy  on  parchment. 
When  the  same  man  did  both  the  terms  could  be  used  interchangeably. 
According  to  Grellius  and  Marilius  notaries  of  the  first  and  second 
centuries  used  a  kind  of  shorthand. 

p.  80,  1.  31.  "  Iham,"  three  miles  from  Winchelsea.  Iham  was 
included  with  Rye  and  Winchelsea  in  the  manor  of  Brede.  Part 
of  it  was  purchased  by  Edward  I.  for  the  site  of  New  Winchel- 
sea. Hueffer,  Cinque  Ports,  96.  This  author  points  out  that  the 
periodical  impoverishment  of  the  coast  towns  in  the  east  part  of  this 
county  was  as  much  due  to  the  marauding  expeditions  of  the  French 
as  to  the  incursions  of  the  sea.  Bye  and  Winchelsea  suffered  worst, 
and  often  retaliated  with  good  effect  on  the  opposite  coast.  Whether 
the  countries  were  at  war  or  not  mattered  very  little. 

p.  80,  1.  33.  "  Blachyngton  Wayvyle."  East  Blatchington  near 
Seaford. 

p.  81, 1. 11.  "  Mandatum  ad  sequestrandum."  See  Appendix,  p.  176, 
note  on  p.  64. 

p.  83,  1.  ult.  Wilkins'  Concilia  (iii,  95)  prints  in  full  Bishop  Bran- 
tyngham's  (of  Exeter)  Articles  for  which  the  sentence  of  excom- 
munication is  ipso  facto  incurred,  extracted  from  his  Register  at 
Exeter,  1373.    Twenty-six  separate  articles  are  contained  in  this 
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monition,  which  arc,  to  be  read  in  all  colleges  and  Parish  Churches  of 

the  Archdeaconry  of  Totnes  on  Sunday  and  solemn  days  at  Least  Eour 
limes  in  the  year, .and  are  to  be  fixed  up  within  a  month  in  a  place 
within  each  Church  where  they  can  be  clearly  seen.  The  heads  may 
be  briefly  giveu  as  follows: — 

(1)  All  who  maliciously  presume  to  deprive  Churches  of  their 

right  or  to  infringe  their  liberty,  or  who  obtain  letters  from 
any  Consistory  Court  to  hinder  the  process  of  ecclesiastical 
judges  in  cases  which  by  the  Canons  belong  to  the  juris- 
'     diction  of  the  Church,  etc. 

(2)  All  who  presume  to  disturb  injuriously  the  tranquil  state  of 

peace  of  our  King  and  of  the  Kingdom  of  England,  includ- 
ing all  public  lurkers  and  robbers. 

(3)  All  who  give  or  procure  false  witness,  and  those  who  produce 

or  suborn  such  witnesses,  in  cases  relating  to  marriage  or 
inheritance. 

(4)  All  who  in  matrimonial  cases  oppose  anything  whereby  mar- 

riages may  not  have  their  due  effect. 

(5)  All  who  infringe  the  liberties  and  free  customs  which  are 

contained  in  the  great  charter  De  Foresta,  etc.  Reference 
to  a  declaration  by  Boniface,  formerly  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury. 

(6)  All  who  violently  draw  away  persons  who  have  fled  for  refuge 

to  a  Church,  cemetery  or  cloister,  etc. 

(7)  All  who  in  a  case  not  permitted  by  law  violently  lay  hands  on 

the  Clergy. 

(8)  All  incendiaries  of  Churches  and  those  who  break  into  them. 

(9)  All  those  who  waste  fields  (agrorum  depopulatores). 

(10)  All  who  presume  without  the  good  will  of  the  lords  or  guardians 

of  the  same  to  consume,  handle,  or  take  away  anything  from 
the  houses,  manors,  granges,  parks,  shrubberies  (boscis), 
warrens,  vineyards,  or  other  places  whatsoever  belonging  to 
Archbishops,  Bishops,  or  other  ecclesiastical  persons. 

(11)  All  who  maliciously  proscribe,  ban,  take,  or  arrest  and  detain 

against  their  will,  etc.,  clerks  publicly  and  notoriously  held 
and  reputed  as  clerks,  not  acknowledged  criminals,  nor  con- 
victed nor  canonically  judged  [? 'judicatos,  in  text  inducatos\. 

(12)  All  who  violently  oppose  a  Bishop's  sequestrators  and  his 

officials,  and  overthrow  his  ordinary  jurisdiction.* 

*  Item  omnes  sequestrators  episc.  et  offic.  ejusdem  violatores  (sic  ?  violantes), 
ac  jurisdictionem  ordinariam  perturbantes. 
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(13)  All  who  for  the  sake  of  gain  or  hatred  or  favour  diffame 

anyone  maliciously,  on  a  charge  not  previously  laid  against 
him,  so  that  compurgation  may  be  resorted  to  or  be  other- 
wise made  severe. 

(14)  All  who  hinder  or  procure  to  be  hindered  the  last  wills  of 

deceased  persons,  etc. 

(15)  All  who  in  a  place  lying  under  interdict  compel  any  Divine 

offices  to  be  celebrated. 

(16)  All  suspended  persons  or  those  who,  denounced  by  name  as 

excommunicate  and  warned  by  those  celebrating  Mass  to 
depart,  presume  to  remain. 

(17)  All  who  contract  marriage  within  the  degrees  of  consanguinity 

or  affinity  against  the  interdict  of  the  Church  or  knowingly 
with  nuns. 

(18)  All  manifest  usurers:  and  such  ought  not  to  be  absolved 

unless  they  have  first  made  competent  satisfaction  according 
to  their  power  for  usurious  interest  received,  nor  ought  they 
otherwise  to  be  admitted  to  Christian  burial. 

(19)  All  who  extort  a  benefice  by  the  force  and  power  of  absolution 

from  a  sentence  of  excommunication. 

(20)  All  who  communicate  with  one  excommunicate  in  a  crime  for 

which  he  was  excommunicated  after  indictment. 

(21)  All  who  force  the  Clergy  absolutely  to  prcedagia  or  suydagia* 

or  any  other  examinations  for  their  goods  which  they 
transmit  for  the  sake  of  bargaining. 

(22)  All  those  who  when  a  Church  is  vacant  oppose  maliciously  or 

cause  to  be  opposed  anything  concerning  the  right  of 
patronage,  that  so  they  may  hinder  for  that  turn  at  least 
the  true  patron  from  the  collation  of  that  Church. 

(23)  All  who  maliciously  refuse  to  carry  out  the  King's  mandate 

for  taking  excommunicate  persons,  or  who  hinder  their 
caption,  or  procure  their  unjust  liberation  against  the  decree 
of  ecclesiastical  discipline. 

(24)  All  who  have  temporal  dominion  and  interdict  their  subjects 

from  selling  anything  to  ecclesiastical  persons,  or  from 
buying  anything  from  the  same,  etc. 

(25)  All  those  who  can  defend  a  clerk  or  a  religious  person  from 

being  struck  by  another  person  and  do  not  defend  him,  etc. 

(26)  All  who  take  away  oblations  of  any  kind  in  Churches,  Chapels, 

porches,  or  cemeteries,  or  any  other  place  made  or  to  be 

*  "  Prcedagia  or  suydagia"  The  glossaries  omit  these  terms.  As  the  termi- 
nation "  -agium  "  often  indicates  "  tax,  toll,  payment,"  e.g.,  guidagium,  killagium, 
potagium,  one  may  conjecture  that  prcedagium  may  be  a  claim  for  occupation  on  a 
farm  {pr&dium),  suydagiuvi  a  claim  on  each  load  carried  away         a  load). 
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made  in  regard  to  the  Lord,  or  who  dispose  of  them  in  any 
way,  unless  with  the  consent  of  the  ecclesiastical  persona  to 
whom  these;  oblations  arc  well  known  to  belong. 
In  all  these  cases  absolutions  are  specially  reserved  to  the  Bishop, 
to  whom  of  right  they  are  well  known  to  belong. 

Lesser  excommunication  is  said  by  Archbishop  Antonine  to  be 
incurred  "  participando  cum  excommunicatis  majori,  in  casu  non 
concesso  "  (by  partaking  with  those  who  are  under  greater  excom- 
munication in  a  case  not  allowed).  He  goes  on  to  explain  in  what 
four  ways  tin's  "  participatio  "  may  take  place  (De  censuris,  cap.  84). 
In  cap.  84  four  points  are  specified,  in  which  communication  was 
prohibited,  summed  up  in  the  verse — 

Orare,  Vale,  Communio,  Mensa  negatur, 
i.e.,  No  familiar  conversation,  no  salutations,  deny  him  the  Holy 
Communion.  Do  not  sit  with  him  at  table.  The  breach  of  these  rules, 
which,  however,  contained  some  saving  clauses,  involved  him  who 
broke  them  in  the  lesser  excommunication.  Cap.  86  shews  that  the 
principal  effect  of  the  lesser  excommunication  was  to  remove  one  who 
lay  under  it  from' participation  in  the  Sacraments.  One  taking  part 
in  them  incurs  mortal  sin,  but  not  irregularity.  Cap.  87.  Absolution 
from  the  lesser  excommunication  could  be  given  by  one  called  proprius 
sacerdos,  not  alienus.  Cap.  88  quotes  a  decree  of  Martin  V.,  approved 
by  the  Council  of  Basle,  which  greatly  diminished  the  terrors  of  the 
lesser  excommunication,  except  in  cases  specially  denounced  by  a 
judge,  in  sacrilege  and  laying  violent  hands  on  Clergy,  if  such  were 
notorious. 

p.  86,  1.  30.  Read  "and  the  venerable  father,  Henry,  Bishop  of 
Lincoln,  our  dearest  brother,  then  our  Chancellor  of  England." 

p.  86, 1.  34.  "  Breton."  Evidently  a  mistake  for  Brede.  Eobert  de 
Barton  was  instituted  to  the  Eectory  of  Brede  by  King  Henry  in  lieu 
of  the  alien  abbey  of  Fecamp  on  June  18,  1400. 

p.  89, 1.  1.  "  Ab  intestate"  According  to  a  constitution  of  Arch- 
bishop Stratford  the  goods  of  those  who  died  intestate,  after  the 
payment  of  their  debts,  were  to  be  divided  for  pious  causes,  and  to 
the  relations,  servants,  and  neighbours  of  the  deceased,  with  a  view  to 
the  soul's  health.    (Lyndwode,  Prov.,  iii,  fo.  xciv.) 

p.  90,  1.  3.  Dn.  Nicholas  Balle  was  instituted  to  Ewhurst  Jan.  20, 
1402-3.  IwTeteshale,  the  Patron,  was  Prebendary  of  Holyngton,  in  the 
Hastings  Royal  Chapel.  Probably  the  matter  was  compromised,  or 
Balle  was  Jet  off  with  a  penance,  for  on  May  8th,  1406,  he  exchanged 
with  Hamo  OrTvngton,  thus  becoming  Chaplain  of  St.  Mary's,  Battle. 
The  same  Patron  presents  again  to  Ewhurst. 
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p.  90, 1. 27.  "  Hugh  Halsham."  The  manor  of  West  Grinstead  f  orrned 
part  of  the  lordship  of  Bramber,  and  does  not  seem  to  have  been  held 
separately  until  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century,  when  it  was 
settled  upon  John  Halsham  and  Matilda  his  wife,  with  remainder 
to  Richard  and  Hugh,  sons  of  the  said  John,  in  tail  male. 

This  suit  to  establish  the  legitimacy  of  Hugh  in  1405  closely 
followed  a  grant  of  -I  Hen.  IV.  (1403)  conferring  these  manorial 
rights  on  John  Halsham  and  his  second  wife  Matilda  (see  JEhves  and 
Robinson,  p.  107,  and  for  the  Halsham  pedigree,  pp.  109,  284).  Sir 
Hugh's  tr other,  Philippa  de  Strabolgi,  was  the  younger  daughter  and 
coheiress  of  David,  Earl  of  Athole,  hence  no  doubt  called  here 
"  Atheles."  Two  brasses  now  in  West  Grinstead  Church  commemorate 
herself  (died  1395)  and  Hugh  (died  1442,  without  issue).  (Cf.  supra, 
pp.  132,  133,  and  note  thereon  in  Appendix.  See  further  Suss.  Arch. 
Coll.,  Vols.  XXIII,  p.  101,  XXIV,  pp.  32—35.) 

p.  90,  1.  37.  "Nigel  Brok."  In  1314  the  manor  of  Albourne  was 
settled  upon  Nigel  de  Brock,  Matilda  his  wife,  and  their  issue,  with 
remainder  to  Ralph,  the  brother  of  Nigel.  The  families  of  Broc  and 
Avenel  held  North  Lancing  of  the  de  Braoses  in  the  thirteenth 
century.    (JElwes  and  Robinson,  pp.  1,  133.) 

p.  92,  1.  21.  "  W.  Thirning."  It  was  Sir  William  Thirning  who, 
as  the  chief  proctor  of  the  Seven  Commissioners  appointed  to  bear  to 
Richard  II.  the  acceptance  of  his  voluntary  resignation  by  Parliament, 
addressed  the  fallen  King  and  received  the  answer,  that  after  all  this 
he  hoped  that  his  cousin  would  be  good  lord  to  him"  (G.  A.  Moberly, 
William  of  Wykeham,  256).  He  was  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common 
Pleas  from  1396  till  his  death  in  1413  (see  D.JV.B.,  Vol.  LVI,  p.  141). 
Sir  W.  Thirnyng  signs  as  witness  to  the  Justices'  stage  in  the  legitimacy 
case  of  Richard  Halsham. 

p.  93,  1.  2.    For  1465  read  1405. 

p.  96,  1.  6.  Peneste  is  clearly  a  scribal  error  for  Preneste.  Upon 
the  ruins  of  Prseneste,  a  very  ancient  town  of  Latium,  was  built,  by 
Pope  Boniface  VIII.  (1294),  Palestrina,  of  which  the  celebrated 
composer  so  called  was  a  native. 

p.  97,  bottom.  "  John,  Prior  of  Michelham."  This  was  the  excellent 
and  energetic  Prior  John  Leme,  or  Leem,  of  whom  all  that  is  known 
will  be  found  in  Mr.  Salzmann's  Hailsham  (211 — 224). 

Richard  Weston  had  been  Prior  of  Hastings  since  1402,  previous  to 
which  date  he  had  been  a  Canon  of  Michelham,  so  that  he  was 
received  back  to  his  old  house  on  honourable  terms.  His  health  had 
probably  failed,  and  the  grant  towards  his  support  from  the  Priory  of 
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Hastings  given  in  the  nexl  entry  was  probably  sufficient  to  reimburse 
Miclielham  for  their  annual  outlay  on  his  behalf. 

j).  100,  L.  14.  "The  Kiss  of  Peace."  How  this  was  given  on 
solemn  occasions  in  told  by  Rock,  Church  of  our  Fathers,  iv.  227 
(ed.  L905). 

p.  101,  1.  22.  "The  Thuribulars,  etc."  When  the  obley  (Euchar- 
istic  bread)  and  the  chalice  had  been  duly  placed  upon  the  corporal, 
they  were  fumed  in  proper  form  with  incense  by  the  priest,  who 
afterwards  washed  his  hands  ....  while  the  deacon  was  censing  the 
north  end  of  the  altar.  Rock,  nt  supra,  p.  224.  See  also  the 
Chichester  Cathedral  Statutes  (1904),  p.  2,  and  p.  108  of  the  present 
volume. 

p.  102,  1.  30.  "To  pay  to  the  Succentor  40s."  This  is  confirmed 
as  an  old  rule  in  the  1247  Revision  of  the  Cathedral  Statutes.  See 
Statutes,  ut  supra,  p.  11. 

p.  102,  1.  35.  "  To  the  Sub-Treasurer."  There  seems  to  be  no 
reference  to  this  official  in  the  Statutes  as  they  have  come  down  to  us. 
On  pp.  4-6  of  our  edition  full  particulars  are  given  of  the  Treasurer's 
duties,  wrhich  were  exacting  and  heavy.  He  is  empowered  to  appoint 
a  "  sacrista  "  and  a  custos  to  help  him. 

More  is  found  about  the  Sub-treasurer  on  pp.  115  and  121.  He 
appears  to  have  been  the  Treasurer's  deputy,  the  latter  being,  no 
doubt,  often  absent. 

p.  103,  1.  1.  "  Lord  William  Reede  "  [1369—1385].  Our  Bishop  in 
his  will  desired  to  be  buried  close  to  his  name-sake  predecessor.  "  Et 
corpus  meum  ad  sepeliendum  in  Choro  Cathedralis  Ecclesie  Cices- 
trensis  ad  pedem  tumuli  bone  memorie  domini  Willelmi  Eede  pre 
decessoris  mei  coram  summo  altari  ejusdem  ecclesie."  Reg.  Chichele 
Lambeth,  i,  fo.  275  v. 

p.  103,  1.  14.  For  "  Hermilius  "  read  "  Hernilius  "  or  "  Hervilius.' 
A  query  on  the  name  Ernisius  in  Notes  and  Queries  (10th  S.  x. 
Nov.  14,  1908)  has  caused  the  Editor  to  examine  carefully  the  various 
passages  in  Book  Y,  where  the  name  which  we  have  read  "  Ernisius 
occurs.  He  feels  sure  that  the  weight  of  evidence  is  for  Ernisius  not 
Eruisius.  The  aspirate  may  have  come  in  easily  enough  ;  it  is  found  in 
the  margin  of  Book  Y  in  a  later  hand,  and  the  /  for  s  here  is  probably 
a  scribal  error  of  the  copyist.   See  further  N.  and  Q.  for  Dec.  12, 1908. 

p.  103,  1.  16.  "  The  Archdeacons."  "  Archidiaconi  in  sollicitudine 
parochiarum  etincura  praesunt  animarum."  (Statutes,  p.  13.)  Hence 
probably  the  injunction  that  they  should  preach  on  these  stated 


BISHOP  REDE'S  REGISTER. 


occasions.  For  an  excellent  summary  of  the  duties  of  archdeacons 
and  of  their  jurisdiction  in  relation  to  archpresbyters,  see  Zecchius, 
De  Republica  Ecclesiast.  (Verona,  1599),  p.  203. 

p.  107,  1.  34.  "Annals."  Annate,  properly  "anniversary,"  is 
generally  taken  for  masses  which  are  celebrated  for  the  dead  for  the 
space  of  a  year.    See  Lyndewode,  Lib.  iii.,  tit.  23,  Bu  Cange. 

It  sometimes  means  (see  "  annual,"  sb.  Cent.  Diet.)  a  mass  said  on 
the  recurrence  of  the  death-day  for  a  number  of  years. 

p.  115,  1.  4.  "The  Visitation  of  Lord  Richard  Metford."  We 
have  no  record  of  Bishop  Metford's  acts. 

p.  115,  1.  23.  "  Namely  at  Ovyng."  This  was  no  doubt  on  the 
estate  left  by  Ernisius  the  Precentor  in  the  thirteenth  century.  See 
Liber  Y  of  the  Cathedral  Muniments,  fo.  83. 

p.  121,1.  3.  "A  certain  timber  called  Resyngpece."  Raising-piece, 
the  same  as  wall-plate,  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  raesn.  Pieces  that  lie 
under  the  beams  upon  brick  or  timber  by  the  sides  of  the  house. 
Parker's  Glossary,  vol.  i.,  p.  380.  The  earliest  instance  given  in  the 
Oxford  Dictionary  is  1548  from  Hall's  Chronicle. 

p.  122,1.  8.  "Indiction."  Established  by  Constantine  the  Great. 
This  fiscal  period  of  fifteen  years  was  the  term  during  which  the 
annual  tax  on  real  property  was  paid  upon  the  basis  of  a  valuation 
made  at  the  beginning  of  such  period.  Transactions  soon  came  to  be 
dated  by  the  years  of  these  recurring  indictions.  Hence  in  chronology 
the  term  was  used  on  through  the  Middle  Ages.  Such  and  such  a  year 
of  a  quiiidecennial  cycle  beginning  from  a.d.  313  being  used  in  addition 
to,  or  in  the  place  of,  Anno  Domini.  It  was  usual  in  Papal  bulls,  in 
diplomas  and  public  writings.  To  find  the  indiction  add  3  to  the 
year  and  divide  by  15.  The  remainder  is  the  indiction,  or  if  no 
remainder  the  indiction  is  15.  For  further  information  see  the 
Oxford  and  Century  Dictionaries.  In  a  formal  instrument  of  this 
type  intended  for  the  Court  of  Rome  the  indiction  would  necessarily 
be  inserted.    It  rarely  occurs  in  this  Register. 

p.  122,  1.  15.  "  Apostolorum  petitiouem."  Du  Cange  under 
Apostoli  says  in  effect,  "Apostoli*  were  letters  dimissory  which  the 
Bishop  gave  to  a  layman  or  cleric  who  intended  to  pass  into  another 
diocese  for  purposes  of  ordination,  settlement,  and  the  like.  Apostoli 
were  also  given  by  officials  and  ecclesiastical  judges  (as  witnesses  to 
an  appeal)  so  often  as  a  challenge  was  made  to  Rome  to  the  Pope." 

*  Apostolus.  1.  In  the  jurists,  a  notice  sent  to  a  higher  tribunal  or  judge. 
Lewis  and  Short's  Lat.  Diet. 
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Du  Cange  gives  instances,  as  e.g.,  Arnulph  of  Lexionl,"An  appeal 
was  therefore  made  by  the  monks.  Apostoli  were  demanded  and 
given."  Council  of  Lyons,  ami.  1245,  "If  any  one  in  a  trial  thinks 
good  to  appeal  to  us  let  him  ask  for  Apostoli,  in  which  let  the  judge 
express  the  cause  of  appeal."  An  appeal  lodged  in  1409  by  the  City 
of  Bayonne,  then  under  English  dominion,  against  the  imposition  of 
a  new  pedage  (toll  paid  by  passengers)  is  given  in  full  by  Kymer 
(vol.  viii.,  p.  578),  "Ad  ipsum  dominum  nostrum  Eegem,  suis  loco  et 
tempore  congruis  ....  et  ad  suam  Curiam  regnalem  seu  consistorium 
regnale  reclame,  appello  et  provoco,  intra  juris  terminum  et  in  hiis 
scriptis,  Apostolosqne  peto  semel,  saepe,  saepius,  et  instanter,"  etc. 
.  .  .  .  "  quos  ibidem  dictus  dominus  Episcopus  ....  suos  Apostolos 
testimoniales  eidein  procuratori  et  sindico  concessit  atque  dedit." 

Prom  this  and  much  more  that  follows  it  appears  that  the  meaning 
of  Apostolorum  petitio  is  "a  petition  for  letters  dimissory."  Apostolos 
petiit  saepius,  "  begged  urgently  for  such  letters." 

p.  124,  1.  15.  "  Eseye."  It  has  been  suggested  very  convincingly 
by  Mr.  Salzmann  that  this  word  is  a  mis-writing  of  esylle  or  aysyl  (it 
is  spelt  various  ways),  acetum,  vinegar.  It  is  used  by  Chaucer  and 
Lydgate.    Prompt.  Parvul.,  vol.  i.,  p.  143  (ed.  1843). 

p.  126,  1.  26.  ';  The  Hector  does  not  renew  the  Sacrament."  The 
reserved  sacrament,  enclosed  in  the  pix  over  the  altar  of  the  Church. 
The  Canons  of  Aelfric  (a.d.  980),  ed.  Thorpe,  vol.  ii.,  p.  361,  give  this 
order :  The  holy  housel  should  be  kept  with  great  care,  and  not  be 
retained,  but  other  new  be  hallowed  for  sick  men,  always  every  seven 
days  or  fortnight.  Archbishop  Peckham  (Lyndewode,  Provinciate) 
directed  in  1278 :  "  Sacramentum  omni  die  Dominica  praecipimus 
innovari."    Hock,  Church  of  our  Fathers  (ed.  1905),  vol.  i.,  134. 

p.  126,  note.  "  Dn.  John  Juldewyn."  In  the  recently -published 
"  Chartulary  of  St.  Mary's  Hospital,"  Suss.  Arch.  Coll.,  pp.  41,  48, 
"the  land  of  Joudewyn"  is  mentioned  (Easter,  1249).  Edward 
G-undevvin  (12th  cent.),  ib.  p.  43,  seems  a  cognate  name.  Jeudwine  is 
still  found  as  a  surname. 

p.  127, 1.  8.  "  Placebo  and  Dirige."  The  choir-service  was  rubricked 
in  the  Sarum  use — "  Vigilie  Mortuorum."  Evensong  in  this  service 
was  called  "  Placebo,"  because  the  antiphon  before  the  first  psalm 
begins,  "  Placebo  Domino  in  regione  vivorum."  The  solemnities 
always  began  with  Evensong.  In  the  early  morning  matins  and  lauds 
were  chanted,  after  which  Mass  was  sung,  or  more  generally  three 
Masses,  (1)  Be  Trinitate,  (2)  De  Sancta  Maria,  (3)  Requiem.  The 
first  antiphon  at  Matins  began  "  Dirige  Domine  Deus  meus,"  so  the 
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"  Placebo  "  came  to  indicate  the  first  part  of  a  full  funeral  celebration, 
the  "  Dirige  "  or  Dirge  the  latter  part.  Requiem  was  a  solemn  High 
Mass.    See  Rock,  Church  of  our  Fathers  (ed.  1905),  vol.  ii.,  p.  404'. 

p.  127,  1.  16.  "  Wepyngcros."  Weeping-cross.  "  A  cross,  often  of 
stone,  erected  on  or  by  the  side  of  a  highway  at  which  penitential 
devotions  were  performed  "  {Cent.  Diet.).  This  weeping-cross  seems 
to  have  stood  at  the  North  Grate. 

p.  132,  1.  24.  "Kiehard  Halsham  v.  Walter  Urry."  About  five 
years  before  this  an  inquest  was  held  by  the  same  commissary  of  the 
Bishop,  John  G}rles,  Rector  of  Ardingly,  respecting  the  legitimacy  of 
Hugh  Halsham.  See  p.  90  and  the  note  in  the  Appendix  thereon. 
It  will  be  noticed  on  comparison  of  the  two  cases  that  Hugh  and 
Richard  had  the  same  mother,  namely,  Philijjpa  Atheles,  who  bore  her 
husband  John  Halsham  several  children.  This  fact,  so  clearly 
established  by  independent  witnesses  in  each  case,  is  recognized  by 
Elwes  and  Robinson  in  the  additions  and  corrections  inserted  in  their 
Appendix  (p.  284)  as  requiring  a  readjustment  of  the  Halsham 
pedigree  given  in  the  body  of  their  work  at  p.  109.  "  Philippa 
Michel "  must  be  eliminated  as  the  supposed  fh>t  wife  of  John 
Halsham,  who  is  there  stated  to  have  been  Richard's  mother.  The  order 
of  the  sons  seemed  to  have  been:  (1)  John  (died  young),  (2)  Hugh 
(knighted),  (3)  Richard.  Walter  Urry  or  Urrey — Hugh  Halsham, 
Knt,  stands  first  and  his  opponent  in  this  suit  last  of  the  eight 
feoffees  of  the  estate  of  Sir  John  Bohun,  Knt.  (1440)  (Suss.  Arch. 
Coll.,  Vol.  XX.,  p.  12).  The  Urrys  were  connected  with  the  Hoo 
family,  and  had  possessions  at  Rusper  and  elsewhere  near  Horsham 
(Suss.  Arch.  Coll.,  Vol.  VIII.,  p.  105;  Vol.  XVII.,  p.  21). 

p.  134,  1.  22.  "  Interdict  against  their  persons  and  Churches." 
Technically  called  "  singular  "  and  "  special  "  interdict.  Singular 
interdict  is  when  to  any  singular  person  Divine  offices  and  ecclesiastical 
sacraments  are  interdicted  either  universally  or  particularly,  so  far  as 
relates  to  some  of  the  sacraments  or  offices. 

Special  interdict  is  when  any  Church  is  interdicted,  and  also  when 
all  the  Churches  of  a  City  or  Province  are  interdicted,  because 
although  not  in  those  Churches,  yet  in  other  places  of  that  City  out- 
side the  Churches  Divine  offices  can  be  celebrated.  Archbishop 
Antonine,  Be  Censuris,  cap.  91,  92.  There  were  a  good  many  loop- 
holes whereby  the  extreme  severity  of  such  sentences  of  interdict 
could  be  evaded,  as  for  instance,  one  who  was  forbidden  entrance  into 
a  Church  might  attend  any  kind  of  service  in  a  tent  or  in  the  open  air, 
or  even  in  a  private  house  without  irregularity  ;  and  so  of  interdicted 
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priests,  they  mighl  celebrate  in  an  oratory  which  was  strictly  an 
oratory,  not  a  Church,  without  incurring  irregularity.  Interdicts 
wore  freely  launched  from  Home,  rarely  ii,  would  seem  at  this  lime 
in  Provincial  Churches,  though  we  note  the  threat  by  Bishop  Rede 
against  such  beneficed  Clergy  of  the  Diocese  as  after  due  warning 
had  declined  to  pay  their  procurations  due  by  reason  of  his  Visitation 
in  1403.  See  p.  130.  The  dictatorial  character  of  this  mandate  of  a 
Papal  nuncio  should  be  noticed  in  contrast  to  coercive  notices  from 
a  Bishop  or  even  an  Archbishop. 

p.  135.    "Judicial  proceedings  against  the  Vicar  of  Walberton. 
John  Blounham,  the  Bishop's  Registrar,  was  appointed  his  Com- 
missary  in  the  Walberton  case,  which  he  reports  very  fully.  The 
following  abstract  contains  all  that  is  essential  in  the  evidence  there 
given,  which  is  spread  over  more  than  six  pages  of  the  Register : — 

Per  Willelmum  Whytton  apparitorem  juratum  summoniti  erant  ad 
comparendum  in  ecclesia  Parochiali  de  Aumberle  xvim0  die  mensis 
Julii  mccccxi.  Johannes  Hore  Vicarius  de  Walberton  Ricardus  at  Halle 
de  eadem,  Johannes  Stylle  et  Walterus  May  qui  instinctu  diabolico 
ducti  et  in  casu  a  jure  non  permisso  in  dominum  Willelmum  Kyrre 
capellanum  de  Slyndon  habitum  et  tonsuram  clericales  publice  deferen- 
tem  manus  injecerint  violentes,  Ipsiusque  domini  Willelmi  inhumaniter 
et  horrende  membro  mutulanmt  sententiam  excommunicationis  .... 
ipso  facto  incurrendo.    Johannes  Stylle  et  Wall  erus  May  ab  apparitore 
diligenter  quesiti  non  sunt  inventi.    In  die  prenotato  Commissarius 
dominum  Johannem  et  Ricardum  alta  voce  vocari  et  preconizari  fecit  : 
Ipsisque  juratis  judicialiter  ad  sancta  dei  evangelia  de  veritate  dicenda 
ipsos  singillatim  et  in  secretis  coram  notario  et  certis  testibus  super 
premissis  articulis  examinavit.    Dn.  Johannes  Hore  examinatus  con- 
fitebatur  quod  habuit  mulierem  secum  in  familia  sua  commorantem, 
quae  fuit  non  concubina  sed  soror  ex  eisdem  parentibus  quibus  et 
ipse  procreata.    Dixit  preterea  quod  die  martis  post  festum  Aposto- 
lorum  Petri  et  Pauli  demane  ipse  et  Johannes   Stylle  equestres 
devillabant  (1),  proponentes  ivisse  ad  Peterysfeld  pro  diversis  negociis 
que  ibidem  dictus  Vicarius  habuit  ad  expedienda,  et  cum  venissent 
modicum  extra  villain  de  Walbyrton  occurrebat  memorie  istius  de 
pennari  (2)  sua  et  aliis  certis  rebus  in  vicaria  sua  dimissis,  pro  quibus 
habendis  Johannem  Stylle  pedestrem  ad  Vicariam  remissit,  ipso  suos 
equos   interim   custodiendo.     Qui   quidem    Johannes   post  moram 
aliqualem  reveniebat  vultu  protervo  dicens  quod  audivit  capellanum 
de  Slyndon  cum  sorore  sua  (sc.  Vicarii)  quam  violavit  ut  credidit. 
Ideo  reversi  Vicarius  et  Johannes  ad  Vicariam  in  camera  sua  per 
totam  diem  martis  et  noctem  sequentem  usque  in  diem  Mercurii 
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latitabant,  sperantes   dom.    Capellanum   reventurum.    Qui  quidem 
cappellanus  die  Mercurii  ad  ecclesiam  de  Walbyrton  prout  perantea 
exparte  ipsius  Vicarii  rogatus  erat  ad  celebrandam  missam  reveniebat. 
Sorori  istius  Vicarii  et  aliis  quibus  in  via  obviavit  dixit  Capellanus 
'•libenter  post  missam   solverem    pro   dimidia   lagene  servisie  vel 
siseris  (3)  dumtamen  possem  adquirere  bucellain  cibi."    Cui  soror 
dicti  Vicarii  respondit  "  Si  post  missam  ad  vicariam  venire  volueris 
peciam  baconis  et  duos  pullos  tibi  promitto."    Qui  capellanus  earn 
rogabat  quod  cum  omni  festinacione  promissa  ordinaret  et  sic  ad 
missam  profectus  est.     Post  missam  vero  dictus  capellanus  ad  vicariam 
venit  et  cum  [eo]  alius  presbiter  incensatus  (4)  et  duo  alii  homines  viz. 
Walterus  May  serviens  domini  Johannis  Wylchyre  militis  et  Ricardus 
Halle  clericus  predictus  qui  omnes  insimul  ibidem  gentati  fuerunt. 
Post  jantaculum  (5)  vero  predictus  Walterus  et  Ricardus  cum  incensato 
presbitero  foras  exierunt.    Qui  cum  essent  extra  domum  Soror  ipsius 
Vicarii  in  cameram  suam  ibat  et  Capellanus  assequebatur  et  ipsam 
super  lectum  suum  projecit  et  cum  ipsa  concubuisse  totis  viribus 
conabatur.  Non  autem  earn  cognovit,  nam  statim  extra  cameram  suam 
Vic-arius  et  Johannes  Stylle  currerunt  in  cameram  inferiorem  ubi 
dicti  dominus  Willelmus  et  soror  sua  fuerunt.    Idemque  Vicarius 
basalardum  (6)  ipsius  Capellani  arripuit  ipsumque  Capellanum  per 
collum  et  vestes  accepit  dicens  quod  si  noil  fuisset  ob  reverenciam 
sacerdocii  caput  suum  fregisset  vel  aliquid  aliud  deterius.  Ipsumque 
extunc  extra  cameram  abstraxit  et  ad  terrain  in  aula  ex  parte  australi 
ejusdem  violenter  projecit  et  statim    ad  ipsius  mandatum  dictus 
Johannes  Stylle  ipsum  Capellanum  manus  et  pedes  ligavit.    Et  postea 
revenerunt  supradicti  Ricardus  et  AValterus  qui  cum  interrogarent 
quid  hoc  esset  eis  omnia  prout  vidit  recitavit,  rogans  omnes  et  singulos 
quatenus  cum  ipso  Capellano  f'acerent  ac  si  ipsum  Vicarium  cum 
matre  sorore  vel  uxore  alicujus  eorundem  invenissent.    Post  quern 
quidem  rogatum  suum  ut  dixit  dictus  Ricardus  clericus  amputavit 
dextrum  testiculum  ipsius  Capellani  cujus  os  ob  clamorem  sedaudum 
et   ne   clamans   audiretur   cum    serotecis  (7)    obturavit.  Vicarius 
interrogatus  confitebatur  se  postea  celebrasse  videlicet  die  Veneris  et 
die  dominica  proxime  sequentibus.    [De  occultatioue  predicta  Vicarii 
et  Johannis  Stylle  quaedam  sequebantur  interrogationes  et  de  prioribus 
inter  sororem  suam  et  Capellanum  colloquiis.J    Interrogatus  postea 
de  premissis  Ricardus  Halle  juratus  cum  Vicario  concordabat,  uec 
plura  alicujus  momenti  addidit.    Abscissio  vrero  predicta  ad  specialem 
rogatum  Vicarii  ipsius  facta  est,  aliis  assistentibus,  sorore  Vicarii 
absente  in  camera  sua  et  non  consentiente.    De  celebratione  vero 
dictus  Ricardus  concordat  cum  Vicario  dicens  quod  assistebat  sibi  in 
celebratione  missarum, 
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QuibiiN  exammatis  et  eorum  riictie  sive  confessionibuB  publice  et 
judicial  iter  publicatiN,  Commissariua  leg]  fecit  capitulum.  "Si  quif 
Buadente  diabolo  "  (8)  et  capitulum  "qui  de  homicidio"  (*))  et  penam 
dictorum  capitulorum  eis  in  lingua  vulgari  exposuit.  Quibufl  peractifl 
dictus  Commissarius  ab  eis  et  utroquc  petiit  an  aliquid  dicere  Bcirent 
et  vellent  quare  jnxta  eoruin  confessiones  judicialiter  emissas  in 
sententiam  excommunicationis  ....  et  dictus  dominuB  Johannes 
irregularem  pronunciari  non  deberent.  Quibus  respondentibus  quod 
nihil  vellent  seu  scirent  in  oppositum  dicere,  idem  Commissarius  in 
Bcriptis'pronunciavit  et  declaravit  ipsos  in  penam  dictorum  capitulorum 
incidisse.  [Sequitur  forma  excommunicationis  et  sententia  irregulari- 
tatis.]  Subsequenter  vero  et  incontinent!  Commissarius  prefixit 
judicialiter  eidem  domino  Johanni  quod  compareat  coram  ipso  in 
ecclesia  parochiali  de  West  Wytthryng  septimo  die  Augusti  prox. 
futuro  causam  racionabilem  ....  propositurum  quare  a  dicta  Vicaria 
de  Walbyrton  ....  amoveri  et  privari  non  deberet.  Tenor  Com- 
missionis  ....  sequitur.    Data  apud  Cakham  11°  die  mensis  Julii. 

Die  vero  septimo  Augusti  idem  Commissarius  dictum  dominum 
Johannem  a  Vicaria  de  Walbyrton  judicialiter  amovit  et  privavit  sub 
forma  verborum  quse  sequitur. 

[Tunc  sequitur  copia  deuunciationis  et  litere  testimonialis  quam 
habuit  ad  curiam  Kpmanam.] 

Robertus  ....  Cicestrensis  Episcopus  dilectis  nobis  in  Christo 
Decano  clecanatus  de  Arundell  et  Vicario  de  Iapton  necnon  omnibus 
et  singulis  Hectoribus,  Vicariis,  etc.,  per  dictum  decanatum  ubilibet 
constitutis  salutem,  etc.  [Eecapitulantur  plene  ea  quse  superius 
recitata  sunt,  addito  tantum  quod  Walterus  May  in  comitatu  Hert- 
fordie  oriundus  fuerit.]  "  Quocirca  vobis  communittr  et  divisim  com- 
mittimus  et  mandamus  ....  quatinus  dictos  dominum  Johannem  Hore 
Bicardum  Halle  et  "Walter um  May  supradictos  ac  omnes  alios  et 
singulos  eisdem  in  premissis  auxilium  consilium  seu  favorem  prebentes 
in  dictam  excommunicationis  majoris  sententiam  occasione  premissa 
incidisse  et  excommunicatos  fuisse  et  esse,  ipsumque  dominum 
Johannem  Hore  ....  irregularem  fuisse  et  esse  in  singulis  ecclesiis 
dicti  decanatus  diebus  dominicis  et  festivis  receptionem  presentium 
immediate  sequentibus  ....  publice  et  solempniter  denuncietis  et 
faciatis  per  alios  publice  denunciari.  Ab  hujusmodi  den unciatione 
non  cessantes  quousque  dicti  sacrilegi  et  malefactores  de  tarn  mani- 
festo errore  publice  penitentes  et  ad  sacrosancte  matris  ecclesie 
gremium  redeuntes  de  illata  injuria  dampnum  passo  competenter 
satisfecerint  et  .  .  .  .  beneficium  absolucionis  meruerint  in  forma  juris 
obtinere."    Dat.  in  manerio  de  Cakham  xxiv  die  mens,  Julii  1411, 


BISHOP  REDE'S  REGISTER. 


193 


Tenor  litere  destinacionis  ad  Curiam.  Robertus,  etc.,  domino 
Johanni  Hore  Capellano  salutem  et  spiritum  consilii  sanioris  .... 
Ne  igitur  tua  communio  tarn  contagiosa  tanquam  ovis  morbida  sanos 
inficiat  et  ut  quos  dei  timor  a  malo  non  revocat  Sancta  mater  ecclesia 
per  executionem  canonum  citius  cohibeat  a  peccato.  Ad  impetran- 
dum  beneficium  absolucionis  ab  hujusmodi  excommunicationis  et 
irregularitatis  sententiis  quas  ut  predicitur  incurristi  ad  sedem 
apostolicam  cum  hiis  Uteris  nostris  patentibus  facti  veritatem  con- 
tinentibus  te  duximus  transmittendum.  [Cetera  in  serie  libri  superius 
ad  pag.  135  notata  sunt.] 

(1)  Devillare,  to  leave  a  town,  go,  set  out.    Du  Cange  quotes 

Rymer,  Fodder  a,  ix.,  386. 

(2)  Pennare,  penner,  a  case  or  sheath  for  pens,  of  metal,  horn, 

leather,  etc.,  formerly  carried  at  the  girdle,  often  together 
with  an  ink-horn.  Chaucer,  Trevisa,  etc.,  Oxford  Dictionary. 
Pennarium,  Calamarium,  Prompt.  Parvulorum. 

(3)  Cerevisia  or  Cervisia,  beer;  Sicera,  Cisara,  cider.   See  Du  Cange. 

(4)  "  Presbyter  incensatus."  Dr.  Skeat  thinks  "  inseusatus,"  foolish, 

is  intended.  Possibly  incen situs,  in  the  sense  itinerant, 
unattached,  might  be  meant. 

(5)  Jentaculum — a  classical  word — breakfast,  the  first  substantial 

meal  of  the  day.  "Gentati"  should  be  "  jentati,"  having 
breakfasted. 

(6)  "  Baselardus."    The  baselard  was  a  kind  of  long  dagger,  which 

was  suspended  to  the  girdle  and  worn  not  only  by  the  armed 
knight,  but  by  civilians  and  even  priests.  Lat.  sica,  cluna- 
bulum,  pugio.    Prompt.  Parvulorum  (ed.  Way),  p.  25. 

(7)  Serotecis,  Ceroteca,  Cerotheca,  for  Chirotheca,  a  glove. 

(8)  "  Si  quis  suadente  diabolo."  The  first  words  of  the  first  chapter 
on  Excommunications,  of  which  the  title  is:  Excommunicato 
contra  injicientes  manus  violentas  in  personas  ecclesiasticas. 
Si  quis  suadente  diabolo  hujus  sacrilegii  vitium  vel  crimen 
incurrit  quod  in  clericum  vel  monachum  manus  violenter 
injecerit  anathematis  vinculo  subjiciatur,  et  nullus  episco- 
porum  ilium  presumat  absolvere,  nisi  mortis  urgente  periculo, 
donee  apostolico  aspectui  peniteat  et  ejus  mandatum  susci- 
piat  (Innocent  II.,  1130-8).  The  commentary  of  Antonine, 
Archbishop  of  Florence,  on  this  decretal  will  be  found  in  his 
treatise,  De  censuris,  p.  2,  ed.  1480. 

(9)  "De  homicidio."  See  Constitution  of  Archbishop  Edmund. 
Lyndewode,  Provinciate  (ed.  Oxon),  307. 
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p.  13G,  fo.  45  v.,  46.  It  is  matter  of  regret  that  this  important 
entry  escaped  our  notice  when  we  were  compiling  the  volume  called 
"  Statutes  and  Constitutions  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Chi- 
chester," printed  hy  Knight,  Chichester,  1904.  Mention  indeed  is 
made  there  of  Bishop  Hilary  "  of  happy  memory,"  who  began  his  rule 
of  the  Diocese  in  1 147,  and  it  was  no  doubt  through  him  that  the  body 
of  Statutes  which  Bishop  Rede  says  he  had  examined  were  presented 
to  the  Popes  Eugenius  III.,  1145-1153,  and  Alexander  III.,  1159,  and 
sanctioned  by  them. 

The  first  constitution  in  our  book  of  Statutes  is  only  an  extension 
in  two  particulars  of  an  existing  rule,  and  is  dated  1193.  The  con- 
clusion is  that  the  copy  of  these  original  Statutes  perused  by  Bishop 
Rede  and  the  then  Dean  and  Chapter,  with  the  result  embodied  in 
this  document,  has  disappeared  from  the  muniments,  and  one  can 
hardly  hope  for  such  a  happy  accident  as  may  lead  to  its  recovery.  It 
is  noticeable  that  the  Pope  who  reigned  between  these  two  Pontiffs, 
Eugenius  and  Alexander,  was  Adrian  IV.,  Nicholas  Brakespeare,  the 
only  Englishman  who  ever  attained  Papal  rank. 

As  the  original  Latin  of  all  the  Statutes  included  in  our  book  is 
printed  opposite  the  English,  we  have  given  below  the  original  of  this 
document,  that  anyone  so  inclined  may  compare  the  two. 

The  Statute  being  undated,  the  question  arises  to  what  actual  year 
it  belongs,  the  entries  not  being  in  strict  chronological  order ;  but  as 
that  which  precedes  is  August  1411,  that  which  follows  January  14^-, 
we  may  assign  it  in  all  probability  to  the  latter  part  of  this  year.  It 
is  likely  therefore  that  the  Act  of  Chapter  in  1401  printed  on  p.  17 
of  our  Statutes  had  not  sufficient  effect  to  produce  the  sums 
required  for  the  fabric.  It  will  be  convenient  to  give  the  substance 
of  the  resolution  then  carried  : — 

The  venerable  man  John  of  Maydynhyth,  Dean,  etc.,  Commissary 
of  the  Eeverend  Father  in  Christ  and  Lord  Robert,  etc.,  and  by  his 
authority  (with  the  consent  of  the  other  Canons,  etc.),  established  and 
ordained  that  from  all  and  singular  of  the  Prebends  of  the  Church 
aforesaid  the  fifth  part  of  the  fruits  of  the  same  Prebends  as  they  are 
taxed  for  the  tenth,  shall  for  the  next  future  period  of  five  years  be 
levied  and  collected  towards  the  Fabric  of  the  aforesaid  Church,  and 
for  the  other  necessary  purposes  set  forth  in  the  Visitation  of  the 
Most  Reverend  Father  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.*  This 
fifth  to  be  collected  at  All  Saints  and  Easter,  under  penalties  of 
sequestration,  excommunication,  and  interdict. 


*  See  supm,  pp.  70,  71. 
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Dean  Maydenhithe  died  in  1407,  and  was  succeeded  by  Dean 
Haselee,  under  whom  the  Bishop  reaffirmed  an  obligation  laid  down 
in  the  foundation  statutes  of  the  Cathedral  and  affirmed  in  1251. 
See  Statutes,  p.  15.    It  had  clearly  grown  obsolete.   In  book  T,  which 
is  a  collection  of  ancient  charters  and  evidences  of  great  value,  on 
fo.  xiij.  v.  there  is  a  reference  to  this  old  rule,  which  throws  some 
light  on  the  reason  for  its  falling  into  desuetude.     This  document, 
which  is  dated  1249,  is  in  substance  as  follows  :  "  G[eof£rey]  Dean, 
and  the  Chapter,  etc.    It  was  assigned  of  old  that  when  Canons  die 
one  half  the  value  of  their  prebends  for  a  year  goes  to  their  brother- 
Canons  serving  the  Church,  the  other  half  to  the  fabric.    This  rule 
was  corroborated  by  Popes  Eugenius  III.  and  Alexander  III.,  and  has 
been  peacefully  carried  out  for  the  space  of  about  100  years.    It  is 
therefore  clear  that  the  letter  of  Apostolic  grace  made  to  the  Lord  of 
Canterbury  concerning  the  profits  of  the  first  year  of  benefices  falling 
vacant  does  not  extend  to  the  prebends  of  deceasing  Canons  in  our 
Church,  as  it  was  never  the  intention  of  the  Lord  Pope  to  subvert  so 
evident  a  right  of  our  Church.    Yet  for  the  sake  of  peace,  that  the 
aforesaid  grace  might  not  in  regard  to  the  Prebends  of  our  Church 
!  seem  to  be  altogether  frustrated,  especially  as  we  found  in  a  certain 
|  Apostolic  mandate  made  to  the  Dean  of  (?)  Beaujeu  (Decano  Bellicensi) 
i  that  coercion  would  be  applied  to  those  who  declined  to  hand  over  the 
|  profits  of  the  first  year  to  the  collectors  of  the  grace,  we  made  pro- 
I  vision   that  our   fellow-Canons   who  received   not  temporary  but 
perpetual  prebends  should  be  compelled  to  assign  the  revenues  of 
j  their  first  year,  rather  than  that  our  Church  should  be  altogether 
deprived  of  them  for  the  period  of  seven  years.     Our  fellow-Canons 
accepting  this  provision  have  hitherto  humbly  paid  over  the  profits  of 
i  the  year  in  which  they  received  their  benefice  to  the  executors  of  the 
grace.    But  it  has  been  lately  intimated  to  us  that  some  of  ours,  like 
;  sons  of  disobedience,  are  working,  though  secretly,  to  infringe  what 
1  has  been  healthily  appointed  for  the  preservation  of  peace  and  of  the 
right  of  our  Church,  whom  as  violators  and  disturbers  of  the  right  of 
|  our  Church  we  decree  to  be  bound  by  the  sentence  of  excommunica- 
;  tion  until  by  making  congruous  satisfaction  they  have  won  the  benefit 
of  absolution." 

Annates  or  First-fruits  were  first  claimed  by  Pope  Clement  V.  in 
1306  (Haydn,  Diet,  of  Bates),  and  are  said  to  have  been  collected  in 
England  in  1316.  This  Papal  "  grace,"  however,  must  have  been 
made  more  than  half  a  century  earlier.  I  have  not  ascertained  when 
it  fell  into  disuse,  or  what  circumstance  enabled  Bishop  Rede  to 
revert  to  the  rule  of  the  original  Statutes,  which  has  been  interrupted 
for  the  reason  given  in  this  ordinance  of  Dean  Geoffrey. 
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p.  136,  £0i  45  v.  The  Latin  text  of  the  letters  patent  given  on  De 
fructibuH,  etc.  Universis  sancte  matriH  ecclesie  filiiB  ad  <|  uos  presentes 
latere  pervenerint.  Bobertue  providencia  divina  CicestrensiH  episcoputj 
salutem  in  domino  sempiternam.  UnivernaliH  eccleHie  et  spouse 
nostre  CiecBtrcnsis  sanctitudo  in  miniKtrorum  suorum  plurirnorum 
sibi  aasidue  farnulancium  devoto  libamine  Buper  fundamento  preter 
()iiod  nemo  aliud  ponere  potest  quod  est  Christus  Jesus,  veluti 
angulari  lapidead  expiacionem  delictorum  atque  divinam  misericordiam 
humiliter  implorandam  summe  solidatur.  Nos  igitur  Kobertus  epis- 
copus  Cicestrensis  considerantes  dispendia  et  dampnosa  incommoda 
quibus  eadem  sponsa  nostra  in  variis  deformitatibus  et  ruinis  in 
quampluribus  ejus  partibus  et  presertim  in  (sic)  campanilis  ac  aliorum 
edificiorum  ad  pponsam  et  ipsam  ecclesiam  nostram  pertinencium, 
necnon  in  diversis  decrescenciis  et  diminucionibus  reddituum 
et  pertinencium  ejusdem  indies  officitur  et  que  in  breve  quod 
dolenter  referimus  adhuc  verisimiliter  nisi  de  remedio  cicius  provi- 
deatur  optimo  unde  divini  cultus  subtraccio  adesse  formidatur, 
eleemosinarum  largicio  miuuetur  et  multarum  honorabilium  per- 
sonarum  affeccio  alias  volencium  residere  in  eadem  penitus  extinguetur, 
volentes  preterea  hujusmodi  dampnosa  incomoda  ab  eadem  ecclesia 
nostra  in  quantum  in  nobis  fuerit  celeriter  submovere,  ac  statum 
ecclesie  nostre  predicte  ab  imminentibus  dampnis  et  jacturis  hujus- 
modi per  optime  provisionis  remedia  debite  preservare,  frequentes  et 
solempnes  tractatus  cum  dilectis  filiis  decano  et  capitulo  ac  canonicis 
ecclesie  nostre  predicte  super  hiis  fecimus  et  habuimus  et  diligentes. 
Ordinaciones  insuper  et  Statuta  dicte  nostre  ecclesie  et  sponse  con- 
firmaciones  auctoritate  apostolica  factas  et  privilegia  ab  eadem  sede 
dicte  nostre  ecclesie  concessa  in  Uteris  felicis  recordacionis  Eugenii 
tercii  et  A.lexandri  tercii  summorum  pontificum  quibus  expresse 
cavetur  quod  medietas  cujuscunque  prebende  dicte  ecclesie  per 
mortem  canonici  vacantis  in  usus  superstitum  fratrum  ad  quos 
omnis  fabrice  et  reparacionis  defectuum  ecclesie  et  campanilis  ac 
aliorum  edificiorum  predictorum  dinoscitur  notorie  pertinere  [fo.  46] 
et  altera  medietas  ecclesie  usibus  applicetur  inspeximus  et  con- 
sideravimus  diligenter.  Unde  nos  Eobertus  episcopus  antedictus 
in  hujusmodi  negocio  de  consilio  et  assensu  decani  et  capituli 
ac  Canonicorum  ecclesie  nostre  predicte,  necnon  plurirnorum  virorum 
jurisperitorum  ulterius  procedentes,  vocatis  omnibus  et  singulis 
quorum  interest,  ad  hoc  de  jure  vocandis,  ac  attentis  et  visis  omnibus 
in  hac  parte  de  jure  attendendis  et  videndis  et  deliberacione  pro- 
vida  et  matura  super  hiis  habita  urgenteque  necessitate  et  evidenti 
utilitate  subscripta  poscentibus  ac  ex  causis  superius  expressatis  et 
aliis  causis  necessariis  yeris  justjs,  et  legitimis  nos  ac  decanum  et 
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capitulum  sepedicte  ecclesie  nostre  Cicestrensis  moventibus  cum 
quibus  deliberacionem  et  commuuicacionem  plenarias  in  hac  parte  et 
maturas  habuimus.  Ad  dei  et  beate  marie  matris  sue  ac  beati 
Ricardi  confessoris  patroni  uostri  et  ejusdem  ecclesie  nostre,  necnon 
omnium  sanctorum  laudem  et  honorem  et  divini  cultus  in  dicta  ecclesia 
nostra  profectum,  et  ad  omnem  ambiguitatis  materiam  circa  premissa 
Statuta  confirmaciones  et  privilegia*  amputandam,  omnes  fructus 
redditus  et  proventus  cujuscunque  prebende  dicte  ecclesie  nostre  per 
mortem  canonici  et  prebendarii  ejusdem  de  cetero  quandocumque  et 
quocumque  anni  tempore  vacature  per  annum  a  die  obitus  dicti 
canonici  numerandum  inter  Canonicos  actualiter  in  eadem  ecclesia 
nostra  residentes,  et  fabricam  ejusdem  ecclesie  nostre  Cicestrensis 
equis  porcionibus  n'deliter  dividendos  fore  et  actualiter  dividi  ac 
realiter  debere  et  com  muni  consensu  et  assensu  dictorum  decani  et 
capituli  nostri  et  auctoritate  nostra  ordinaria  ordinamus  statuimus  et 
decernimus  perpetuis  temporibus  in  futurum  sic  quod  interim  omnia 
onera  prebende  ut  premittitur  vacanti  incumbencia  per  decanum  et 
capitulum  debite  supportentur.  Eosdemque  fructus  et  proventus  in 
forma  predicta  inter  canonicos  actualiter  residentes  in  augmentum 
supportacionis  onerum  dicti  s  canonici  s  incumbencium  et  fab  rice 
ecclesie  nostre  predicte  equaliter  dividi  volumus  dummodo  canonicus 
def unctus  ere  alieno  non  fuerit  obligatus.  Si  vero  decedens  canonicus 
ere  alieuo  fuerit  obligatus  et  non  possint  de  proprio  debita  exsolvi  de 
jam  dicta  parte  ecclesie  persolvantur.  Quibuscunque  statutis  ordina- 
ciouibus  vel  consuetudiuibus  dicte  ecclesie  nostre  in  hac  parte  con- 
trariis  non  obstantibus  si  que  fuerint,  que  et  quas  Nos  Robertus 
episcopus  predictus  tenore  presencium  de  consensu  decani  et  capituli 
ac  canonicorum  predictorum  expresse  revocamus  et  annullamus  et  pro 
revocatis  et  annullatis  haberi  pronunciamus  et  decernimus  in  biis 
scriptis.  Volumus  insuper  et  statuimus  quod  quilibet  canonicus  et 
prebendarius  de  cetero  in  dicta  ecclesia  nostra  installandus  in  principio 
sue  installacionis  ad  conservandum  statutum  ordinacionem  et  decretum 
nostra  hujusmodi  tactis  sacrosanctis  evangeliis  coram  decano  et 
canonicis  tunc  presentibus  vel  ipsius  decani  locumtenente  seu  presi- 
dente  dicti  capituli  corporale  prestet  juramentum.  Impedimentum 
vero  dictis  Canonicis  et  Capitulo  quominus  fructus  hujusmodi  modo 
quo  premittitur  libere  colligere  et  percipere  valeant  quoquomodo 
prestantes  aut  ausu  temerario  seu  maliciose  impedimentum  in  pre- 
missis  prestare  mandantes  seu  procurantes  mora  dolo  culpa  et  negli- 
gencia  earum  precendentibus  in  hac  parte  majoris  excommunicationis 
sententiam  vigore  presentis  statuti  incurrere  volumus  et  pronunciamus 


*  Space  left  here  in  the  MS.  for  another  word. 
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ipso  facto.  A  qua  quidcm  excommunicationis  sententia  nullatenus 
absolvantur  donee  de  i j>.sj*h  fructibus  una  cum  dampnia  ot  expensif 
que  et  quae  occasione  iinpedimenti  hujusmodi  dictoH  canonicos  et 
capitulum  subire  et  facere  contigerit  pleuarie  fuerit  satisfactum.  In 
quorum  omnium  testimonium  sigillum  nostrum  ac  sigillum  commune 
capituli  ecclesie  nostre  predicte  sunt  appensa.  Dat. 

p.  138,  1.  81.  "  Transituris  ad  Consilium  generale."  This  was  the 
Council  of  Pisa,  which  met  in  1409  for  the  purpose  of  healing  the 
Papal  schism.  It  deposed  the  rival  Popes  Gregory  XII.  and 
Benedict  XIII.,  and  elected  Alexander  V.  Thomas  Netter  (Wal- 
densis)  was  one  of  these  "  Ambassadors."  He  is  said  to  have  been  a 
strenuous  supporter  of  the  rights  of  the  Council  (D.N.B.).  He  is 
found  on  p.  154  as  one  of  Archbishop  Arundel's  assessors  at  the 
trial  of  Oldcastle. 

p.  141,  1.  24.  "  Pulsatis."  The  word  denotes,  as  it  seems,  any  kind 
of  stroke  by  which  a  bell  was  made  to  sound.  In  Sicily  at  the  present 
day  this  is  generally  done  by  striking  the  bell  itself  with  a  mallet ;  but 
that  bells  were  rung  at  a  very  early  date  by  ropes  moving  the  clapper 
to  the  side  of  the  bell  is  clear  from  quotations  given  by  Du  Cange,* 
under  the  title  "  Campanarum  Succinctio."  One  also  sees  in  illumi- 
nations and  other  illustrations  in  old  office-books,  as  Rock,  Church  of 
our  Fathers  (ed.  1905),  iv.  178,  ropes  attached  to  small  bells,  such  as 
the  Sacring-Bell,  though  there  is  no  appearance  of  wheels.  In  other 
illustrations  from  ancient  sources,  as  in  Mr.  H.  B.  Walters'  Church 
Bells  (Mowbray,  1908,  plates  3  and  4),  no  ropes  are  to  be  seen.  In 
the  frontispiece  to  Hieron.  Magius,  De  Tintinnabulis  (Amstelaedami, 
1689),  a  female  figure,  seated  with  a  bell  suspended  over  her  head,  is 
hammering  the  inner  lip.  It  looks  a  perilous  proceeding.  See  also 
"  Eecords  of  the  City  of  Norwich  "  (Hudson  &  Tingey),  i.  207  (1266). 

p.  142,  1.  19.  "  Manor  of  Cakham."  This  manor-house,  also  spelt 
Cakeham  or  Cackham,  was  the  principal  mansion  of  the  Manor  of 
Wittering,  granted  by  Cseadwalla  to  the  See  of  Selsey,  and  confirmed 
by  the  Conqueror  and  later  Kings.  The  Bishops  occupied  this  manor- 
house  occasionally  from  the  13th  till  the  middle  of  the  16th  century. 
It  had  hall,  chapel,  and  large  apartments,  suitable  for  an  episcopal 
establishment.  It  was  Bishop  Sherborne's  favourite  seaside  residence, 
and  still  shews  characteristic  marks  of  his  "  improvements."  The 

*  On  Wednesday  in  Easter  week  the  ropes  were  raised  aloft  "  ut  earum  cesset 
pulsatio."  This  rule  is  found  in  the  Laws  of  the  Ostrogoths.  Ughelli,  Ital. 
Sacr.,  i.  876. 
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Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  now  hold  it  in  trust  for  the  See  of 
Chichester. 

p.  144,  1.  10.  "  Parish  of  Codyngton."  This  village,  now  called 
Cuddington,  lies  between  Ewell  and  Cheam,  and  within  it  was  the 
Palace  of  Nonsuch,  erected  by  Henry  VIII.,  and  demolished  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  The  family  of  Codyngton  drew  their  name  from 
the  place.  Sir  Simon  de  Codyngton  was  Knight  of  the  Shire  in 
Edward  III.'s  reign,  and  the  family  continued  to  hold  the  manor 
till  the  16th  century.  They  had  large  possessions  in  the  Parish  of 
Ewell  at  the  date  of  this  inquest,  as  is  shewn  in  a  terrier,  or  memoriale 
as  it  is  called,  of  that  Parish,  drawn  up  at  the  instance  of  the  Prior 
of  Merton  in  1408,  an  early  16th  century  copy  of  which  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  Sir  Gr.  L.  GHyn,  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Ewell. 

The  principal  property  owner  or  tenant  of  the  name  within  the 
Parish  of  Ewell  was  Laurence  Codyngton.  "  Next  lies  a  capital  tene- 
ment called  Schyrefeld,  formerly  John  Atte  Hulle's,  which  Laurence 
Codyngton  holds,  and  then  next  a  toft  with  a  curtilage  called  Oedes, 
formerly  Schyrefeldes,  on  which  is  built  a  barn  which  Laurence 
Codyngton  holds."  He  had  many  holdings  in  the  common  fields, 
which  mostly  passed  afterwards  to  William  Codyngton.  John  Cod- 
yngton succeeded  to  some  of  the  tenures  of  John  Javyn.  I  do  not 
notice  that  any  other  members  of  the  family  were  concerned  in  the 
Manor  of  Ewell.  A  John  de  Codyngton  was  Dean  of  Hastings 
Royal  Chapel  in  1359.    Suss.  Arch.  Coll.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  154. 

p.  148,  1.  29.  "  Lodiwic,  son  of  John"  (see  p.  23,  1.  12,  and  note, 
p.  171).  It  is  probable  that  this  cleric,  called  before  "  Johannes,"  not 
"  Johannis,"  had  come  to  England  in  the  train  of  Beatrix,  the  elder 
of  the  two  daughters  of  John  I.,  King  of  Portugal,  who  was  married 
in  November  1405  to  Thomas,  Earl  of  Arundel.  His  death  occurred 
in  1415,  and  in  1432  his  widow  was  re-married  to  John  Holland,  Earl 
of  Huntingdon.  She  is  buried,  however,  with  her  first  husband  in  the 
Eitzalan  Chapel  at  Arundel.  See  Tierney's  Hist,  of  Arundel,  i.,  282 — 
284,  and  for  an  illustration  of  the  tomb,  Rock,  Church  of  our  Fathers, 
frontispiece  to  vol.  iv. 

p.  151,  1.  2.  "  Proceedings  against  Sir  John  Oldcastle."  We  had 
some  hesitation  in  printing  the  summary  here  given,  since  this  trial 
is  a  commonplace  of  anti-Roman  polemical  literature,  but  it  occupies 
so  considerable  a  place  in  the  Register  that  either  omission  or  a  very 
brief  handling  would  hardly  have  satisfied  those  who  desire  to  see  our 
present  edition  a  faithful  transcript  of  the  Register's  main  contents. 
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Bale's  "  Chronicle  of  the  Examination  and  Death  of  Lord  Cobham  " 
was  the  [\vnt  full  account  that  appeared  in  print  (1544),  Foxe's  "Acts 
and  Monuments  "  first  edition  following  in  1563.  The  sources  from 
which  Hale's  account  is  drawn  are  thus  stated  by  himself  (Parker 
Society's  Edition,  p.  6)  : — 

Fourteen  years  ago  he  remembered  that  William  Tyndale  printed 
"a  brief  examination  of  Lord  Cobham,"  written  at  the  time  of  the 
said  lord's  trouble  by  a  certain  friend  of  his.  [No  copy  of  this  work 
is  extant,  D.N.B.,  s.  v.  Tyndale.]  Secondly,  and  as  his  principal 
source,  "the  great  process  which  Thomas  Arundel,  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  made  against  him,  written  by  his  own  notaries  and 
clerks."  Bale  appears  to  have  studied  this  in  the  Arundel  Register  at 
Lambeth.  It  is,  of  course,  the  account  now  before  us.  Third, 
certain  copies  specified,  apparently  of  the  same  process.  Fourth, 
Thomas  Walden's  Fasciculi  Zizaniorum  Wiclevi.  This  work,  edited 
by  the  late  Professor  Shirley  of  Oxford,  has  been  generally  attributed 
to  Netter  of  Walden.  It  is  more  likely  that  he  edited  and  completed 
what  had  been  begun  by  others.  It  is  not  included  in  the  edition  of 
Walden's  works  by  Blanchiotti. 

From  these  sources  Bale  professes  to  compile  the  continuous 
narrative  which  fills  fifty -nine  pages  in  the  Parker  edition  of  his 
"  select  works."  He  follows  faithfully  enough  the  official  report  so 
far  as  it  serves  him.  The  second  examination  purports  to  be  "  ex 
vetusto  exemplari  Londinensium."  It  is  copied  verbatim  by  Foxe. 
How  far  this  is  a  trustworthy  account  of  what  actually  took  place  is 
of  course  open  to  question.  What  came  from  the  pen  of  Walden, 
who  took  part  in  the  trial,  may  be  trusted,  but  all  the  passages  quoted 
by  Bale  are  Wycliffe's.  Walden  only  gives  "  the  great  process  "  in 
Oldcastle's  trial. 

p.  154,  1.  26.  Benedict  Nieolls,  Bishop  of  Bangor  1408—1418. 
He  is  not  named  in  the  D.N.B.  Foxe  (i.,  730,  ed.  1631)  gives  the 
marginal  notes  to  this  passage,  "  The  Councell  of  Cayphas,  The 
Pharisees  and  Scribes,  A  table  of  Antichrists,"  which  gibes  he  might 
have  spared,  but  he  does  inform  us  that  Whitnam  was  "  of  the  new 
Colledge  in  Oxford  "  [New  College  had  been  quite  recently  founded 
by  William  of  Wykeham].  Wombewell  was  Vicar  of  St.  Laurence 
in  the  Jewry  •  Palmer,  the  Warden  of  Minors  [Franciscans]  ;  Chamber- 
lain, Prior  of  the  Dominies  ;  Dodington,  Prior  of  the  Augustines ; 
Walden,  Prior  of  the  Carmelites.  The  last  named  was  the  most 
distinguished  of  Archbishop  Arundel's  assessors.  His  family  name 
was  Netter,  but  he  was  called  generally  after  his  birthplace,  Saffron 
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Walden,  Essex.  He  lived  till  1450.  Blanciotti,  the  best  editor  of 
his  works  (Venetiis,  1757,  3  vols.,  fol.),  fixes  his  birth  in  1377.  He 
was  a  strong  opponent  of  the  Wiclifites.  He  attended  the  Council 
of  Pisa ;  was  one  of  English  representatives  at  the  Council  of  Con- 
stance (1414),  having  been  elected  the  year  before  as  Provincial  Prior 
of  the  Carmelites,  which  order  he  had  entered  in  his  youth.  A  full 
biography  is  given  in  the  D.N.B.  under  JNetter. 

p.  154,  L  30.  Sacrae  Paginae  Professores.  This  degree  is  taken,  no 
doubt  correctly,  to  be  equivalent  to  Sacrae  Theologiae  Professor,  or 
Doctor  of  Divinity,  the pagina  of  course  being  Holy  Scripture,  but  it 
is  worth  while  to  notice  that  the  celebrated  jurist,  Sir  Antonine,  Arch- 
bishop of  Florence  (1389 — 1459),  is  styled  in  an  early  edition  of  his 
Tractatus  super  censuras  "  vir  utriusque  pagine  peritissimus."  This 
must  mean  Canon  and  Civil  Law,  referring  doubtless  to  his  "  Summa 
Theologiae  moralis,"  otherwise  called  "  Juris  Pontificii  et  Caesaraei 
Summa." 

In  a  mandate  issued  by  Archbishop  Langham,  "  De  publicando 
damnationem  certorum  articulorum,"  anno  1368  (Wilkins,  iii.,  75), 
occurs  this  passage:  "JSolentes  igitur  malum  semen  in  altum 
succrescere,  nec  radices  ejus  sine  debita  decisione  a  segete  extirpare, 
tarn  doctorum  sacrae  paginae  quam  aliorum  utriusque  juris  peritorum 
multidinem  fecimus  congregari,"  etc.  Here  is  a  clear  distinction 
between  sacra  pagina,  scripture,  and  utrumque  jus,  Canon  and  Civil 
Law. 

Attention  may  be  drawn  to  a  correspondence  on  this  subject  in 
Notes  and  Queries  initiated  by  the  present  Editor  while  working  on 
Bishop  Praty's  Register.  See  Tenth  Series,  Vol.  IV.,  pp.  188,  273, 
351,  and  Voi.  V.,  p.  231. 

p.  155,  1.  10.  Endowed  (dotata).  As  the  verb  dote,  "to  be  silly  or 
weak-minded  from  age,"  and  the  substantive  dotage,  "  the  state  of  one 
who  is  thus  imbecile,"  were  in  familiar  use  before  the  beginning  of 
the  fifteenth  century,  it  is  probable  that  Oldcastle  intended  this 
sense,  just  as  Bunyau  makes  the  giant  Pope  "  grown  crazy  and  stiff  in 
his  joints,  grinning  at  Pilgrims  as  they  go  by." 

p.  156,  1.  25.  "  And  unless."  The  original  Latin  copied  from  the 
Register  of  Richard  Clifford,  Bishop  of  London,  in  the  London 
Diocesan  Registry,  fo.  xlvij  v.,  is  as  follows  : — 

Ac  [or  At]  nisi  ex  adverso  Christianissimi  in  Christo  Principis 
Regis  nostri  nobilissimi  Zelatoris  legis  Christi  nostre  imbecillitati 
supportatrix  regalis   assistencia  affuisset  quam  in  misericordia  et 
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maneuetudine  compere  conspicimus  hujusmodi  delinquentes,  sine 
ipso  Rege  nostro  illustrissimo  inclito  Mathathia  per  dictos  incentores 
nequicie  apostatas  legis  Dei  navielam  nostre  fidei  cum  toto  thesauro 
Sacramentorum  Ecclesie  tantis  procellis  et  tot  periculis  resistere  non 
valentem  deficere  timeremus  et  deficientem  perire  naufragio,  etc. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  words  "  in  unam  "  being  interpolated  before 
"  et  mansuetudine  "  had  corrupted  the  sense  of  the  passage,  which  is : 
"  We  see  the  King's  assistance  checks  in  mercy  and  kindness  these 
delinquents." 

p.  157,  1.  11.  "Reflecting  also."  The  original  in  the  London 
Register  is : — 

Revolventes  etiam  quod  omnibus  in  unum  congregatis  et  equis 
humeiibus  [?  humeri's]  unanimiter  procedentibus  tollemus  clamorem 
populi  fortassis  erronee  concipientis  quod  ex  nobis  quasi  ex  nobis 
habita  regali  assistencia  prout  habetur  Christianissime  catholica  sine 
singulis  confratribus  nostris  nobiscum  convenientibus  in  unum  in 
causam  Dei  procedere  videremur. 

Probably  this  means  "  the  King's  assistance  most  Christianly 
Catholic  being  had." 

p.  158, 1.  2.  "  A  mandate,"  etc.  Prebendary  Hingeston-Randolph 
in  his  Index  to  Bishop  Stafford's  Register,  Exeter  Diocese,  has  this 
entry  on  p.  129  :— 

"  Henry  V  Mandate  to  pray  for  the  King — for  his  peace  and 

tranquillity,  and  for  the  peace  of  the  Realm;  for  fine  weather;  for 
the  cessation  of  pestilence  and  mortality  ;  for  the  extirpation  of 
sedition,  schism,  and  heresy,  specially  of  this  execrable  pest  Lollardy 
(24  September  1413).  Published  in  the  Diocese  of  Exeter,  8  Novem- 
ber 1413." 

It  will  be  noticed  that  though  the  subject-matter  of  this  mandate 
is  much  the  same  as  of  the  mandate  given  by  Rede  the  dates  do  not 
tally,  nor  apparently  does  that  at  Exeter  enjoin  religious  processions. 

p.  158, 1.  13.  "And  oh!  "  The  original  from  the  London  Register 
reads  : — 

Et  O  quantum  opinantur  prodest  ymo  facit  juvat  et  auxiliatur  in 
hiis  iuvictoriosissimi  (sic)  principis  et  Christianissimi  domini  .  .  .  . 
magnanimus  (sic)  celsitudo  ....  Anglie  inclitorum  secula  tot  multipli- 
catos  hereticos  et  scismaticos  hostes  ecclesie  inter  nos  recitant  surrexisse. 
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And  oh  !  how  much  do  they  think  that  the  magnanimous  highness 
of  our  most  unconquered  prince  and  Christian  Lord  advantages,  nay 
rather  makes,  helps,  and  aids,  etc. 

p.  158,  fo.  59  v.  The  Latin  text :  Grracias  agimus  tibi  omnipotens 
Deus  pro  universis  beneficiis  tuis  et  presertim  quia  Petri  naviculum 
(sic)  etiam  Anglicanam  variis  periculis  agitatam  heresium  errorum  et 
schismatum  fluctuari  turbinibus  sed  mergi  seu  prorsus  penre  non 
sinis  nec  ejus  insultores  ex  [fo.  60]  hac  pestifera  et  novella  doctrina 
corrupte  fermentatos  qui  pro  ecclesia  sinagogam  scisma  pro  fide 
lolliem  pro  frumento  et  pro  chatholico  ethnicum  ponere  rnachinantur 
sub  effigie  sue  ficte  et  simulate  sanctitatis  potissime  divisionem 
operantis  potiri  victoria.  Et  o  quantum  opinamur  prodest  ymmo 
facit  juvatus  et  auxiliatus  ia  hiis  invictorissimi  [?  invictissimi]  Prin- 
cipis  et  Christianissimi  domini  nostri  Regis  moderni  magnanimus 
celsitudo  qualem  a  diebus  antiquis  nou  legimus  nee  etiam  cronice  seu 
nobilium  progenitorum  suorum  Eegum  Auglie  inclitorum  secula  tot 
multiplicatos  hereticos  et  scismaticos  hostes  ecclesie  inter  nos  reci- 
tantur  surrexisse.  In  quo  conspicimus  ad  Ecclesiam  ipsam  Deum 
ouiuipotentem  misericordiam  suam  nobiscum  magnificasse  qui  dictum 
dominum  nostrum  Regem  simul  et  semel  principem  et  prelatum  pro 
ecclesia  nobis  tribuit  qui  pro  grege  et  ovili  clero  et  populo  athletam 
se  exponens  in  transgressores  legis  dei  et  sue  debitam  animadversi- 
onem  extendit  nec  torpet  quum  Christi  et  suos  puniat  perfidos  infideles 
hunc  quidem  reservavit  altissimus  ad  hos  dies  malos  et  ad  mundum 
positum  in  maligno*  in  hoc  fine  temporum  qui  coutra  leviatham  se 
exexit  datus  nobis  lumen  et  splendor  milicie  Christi  ad  revelacionem 
gentium  et  ad  gloriam  plebis  sue  qui  contra  hunc  impium  hostem 
ecclesie  Johannem  Oldcastell  in  nostre  fidei  apostacia  errantem  ac 
suos  complices  et  fautores  suaque  multiplicata  hereses  errores  et 
scismata  exsurrexit.  Vivat  igitur  vivat  et  vivat  Rex  noster  in  eternum 
ex  cujus  alma  Regali  providentia  tribum  Levi  in  sempiternum  sacer- 
dotium  defendentem  defecit  achitofel  cum  suo  dampnato  consilio 
falsitatis.  Et  ut  ad  nomiuis  sui  gloriam  qui  tot  tantaque  vobis 
contulit  beneficia  pro  bono  statu  et  expeditione  regiis  ac  exaltacione 
fidei  nostre  cum  celesti  exercitu  oraciones  et  lacrimas  vibremus  arma 
et  cum  injunctis  misericordiam  altissimi  supplices  imploremus,  Vestre 
fraternitati  committimus  et  mandamus  quatinus  ut  Christiauissimus 
in  Christo  priuceps  doininus  noster  Hex  in  omni  bono  ad  laudem 
Dei  et  bonum  ecclesie  sue  diutissime  prosperetur  et  ut  Deus  omni- 
potens de  visceribus  sue  pietatis  iram  suam  et  hoc  quod  vindictam 


*  1  Ep.  B.  Joannis,  v.  19. 
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bimemuH  a  nobis  avertat  cam  quo  eftundat  in  gentes  que  nomen  suum 
lion  invocaverunt  ut  etiam  cosset  quassatio  facta  una  ct  universalis 
fides  nostra  lirma  et  secura  permaneat  [space]  hereses  scismata  et 
errores  auctor  que  tarn  dampnare  (tie)  [damnate]  ncquicie  heresiarcha 
ille  Johannes  Oldecastell  et  inultiplicate  (sic)  hostes  ecclesie  com- 
pescantur  per  civitatem  nostram  London  singulis  secundis  quartis  et 
sextis  feriis  secundum  quod  die  lune  xv  hujus  mensis  Januarii  in 
Regia  presencia  fecimus  processiones  faciatis  et  fieri  demandetis 
solempnes  solitas  et  consuetas  cum  decantacione  letanie  ac  oracione 
hereticorum  hostium  nostrorum  quesumus  domine  elide  superbiam  et 
dextere  tue  virtute  prosterne  ut  Justicie  non  dominetur  iniquitas  sed 
semper  subdatur  falsitas  veritati  per  dominum  nostrum  etc.  Necnon 
Secreta.  Hujus  nos  quesumus  domine  virtute  misterii  a  nostris  man- 
demur  occultis  et  ad  {lege  ab)  hereticorum  hostium  liberemur  insidiis 
per  dominum  etc.  Postcomm.  Purificet  nos  quesumus  domine  partici- 
pacio  tarn  sancti  misterii  et  pariter  nobis  expiacionem  tribuat  et 
munimen  per  etc.  Que  pro  premissis  in  ecclesia  vestra  Cathedrali 
ac  per  ecclesias  Cathedrales  conventuales  et  alios  (sic)  vestras  et 
dictorum  Suffraganeorum  nostrorum  coej)iscoporum  specialiter  dici 
volumus  et  mandamus,  mandantes  insuper  et  firmiter  injungentes 
quatinus  omnes  et  singuli  nostre  Cantuariensis  provincie  Coepiscopi  et 
Suffraganei  nostri  per  civitates  et  dioceses  suas  ecclesias  suas  Cathe- 
drales Conventuales  et  alias  pro  premissis  processiones  faciant  ut 
prefertur  solitas  et  solempnes,  ab  eisdem  feriis  predictis  nullatenus 
desistentes  donee  aliud  super  hoc  a  nobis  receperint  in  mandatis.  Et 
ut  mentes  fidelium  ad  premissa  allecttvis  indulgenciarum  muneribus 
propensius  excitemus  De  dei  omnipotentis  immensa  misericordia  et 
gloriosissime  Virginis  Marie  Matris  ejusdem  ac  beatorum  Petri  et 
Pauli  Apostolorum  necnon  Sanctorum  xAlphegi  et  Thome  martirum 
patronorum  nostrorum  omniumque  sanctorum  meritis  et  precibus 
confidentes  cunctis  Christicolis  per  nostram  provinciam  Cantuariensem 
ubilibet  constitutis  de  peccatis  suis  vere  penitentibus  contritis  et  con- 
fessis  qui  dictis  interfuerint  processionibus  et  statu  ecclesia  ac  regis 
et  regni  necnon  expiacione  perfidorum  lollardorum  inimicorum  ecclesie 
et  fidei  catholice  pie  et  devote  oraverint  quadraginta  dies  indulgencie 
tociens  quociens  concedimus  per  presentes.  Et  quid  feceritis  in 
premissis  nos  debite  certincetis  Uteris  vestris  patentibus  habentibus 
hunc  tenorem  sigillo  vestro  consignatis.  Data  in  hospicio  nostro 
London  xxi  die  Mensis  Januarii  Anno  dni  Millesimo  quadringentesimo 
terciodecimo.  Et  nostre  translacionis  anno  decimo  octavo.  Quarum 
auctoritate  literarum  etc.  [The  Bishop  of  London  repeats  the  principal 
points.]  Dated  "  in  manerio  nostro  de  Hadham  vicessimo  octavo  die 
dicti  mensis  Januarii,"  etc. 
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p.  159,  1.  17.  Special  additions  to  the  Missal  offices  for  the  safety 
and  good  estate  of  great  persons  were  often  issued  by  authority.  At 
the  end  of  Bishop  Bonner's  "  Profitable  and  necessarye  doctrine,  with 
certayne  homelyes  adjoyned  "  (London,  Jo  Cawoode,  n.d.),  are  : — 

(1)  The  three  Collectes,  or  orations  (Oratio,  Secreta,  Postcoimnunio) 

for  the  most  holy  father  the  Pope. 

(2)  The  same  for  the  mooste  reverend  Lorde  Cardynall  Poole. 

(3)  For  the  Kynge,  and  Queues  maiesties,  and  theyr  counsaylers. 

(4)  For  the  prosperous  voyage,  and  safe  retourne  of  our  moste 

noble  Kyng  Phylyppe. 

(5)  For  the  byshop  of  London. 

At  the  end  is  "  A  prayer  in  verses  "  for  Philip's  "  voyage,  abode  and 
retourne/'  of  which  the  last  two  may  suffice : — 

Sit  tibi  rex  noster  terraque  marique  Philippe 
Tarn  bene,  quam  tua,  quam  nostra  Maria,  cupit. 

These  were  clearly  published  by  Bonner  for  use  in  the  Diocese  of 
London. 

p.  160,  1.  30.  "  Cum  ex  eo."  See  p.  50.  There  Bishop  Eede,  in 
his  letter  to  Chichele,  refers  to  this  statute  as  though  it  were  already 
in  force,  before  the  latter  was  able  to  sign  himself  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury.  This  seems  to  prove  that  it  had  already  been  considered 
in  Convocation  and  probably  formulated  as  here  given.  The  date 
1413  on  line  25  above  is  a  scribal  error  for  1414. 

p.  161,  1.  31.  "  English  assessors  at  Constance."  This  was  the 
second  of  the  three  great  Councils  which  met  with  regard  to  the 
split  in  the  Papacy,  coming  between  Pisa  and  Basle.  It  sat  from 
November  5,  1414,  till  April  22,  1418.  A  good  summary  of  its  acts, 
as  also  of  those  of  the  Council  of  Pisa,  will  be  found  in  the  Schaff- 
Herzog  Encyclopedia  (1891). 
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